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CHAPTER I. 

When I look back, my feir cousin, on the passages of my 
life, it is a matter of amazement to me, that a creatare so 
frail, so feebly and so delicately constituted as man, with 
nerves so apt to be racked, and a heart to be wrung with 
anguish^ can possibly endure under the weights of calamity 
that at times are laid upon him. 

I had not yet dropped a tear. I was in a state of half 
stupid and half flighty insensibility ; as one who, having lost 
every thing, had nothing further to look for, and therefore 
nothing to regard. But when I saw my dear old man, my 
best friend, my fiither, whelmed under such a depth of 
affliction, all the sluices of «my soul and inmost affections 
were laid open, and I broke into an avowed passion;of tears 
and exclamations, till, like David in his stiife of love with 
Jonathan, I exceeded. I accused myself of all the evils that 
had happened to his house ; and I devoted the day to dai'k- 
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THl JDOl OF QCALrrr. 

I, and tho niglit to desolation, wherein, by my presence 
coimcctioDS, I had brought ihoBc miiichiefs upon him. 
te good man was greatly struck, and I think partly con- 
by the excess of my sorrows ; and, all di-solate aa he 
was, ho attempted to administer that comfort to mo, which 
he himself wanted more than auy who had life. 

Break not your heart, my Harry— break not your heart, 

my child 1 he cried. Deprive me not of the only consolation 

that is left mo ; you are now my only trust, my only stay 

upon earth. A wretched merchant I am, whose whole 

lalth is cast away, save thee, thou precious cnaket, thon 

ly remnant of all my possessions ! My gii'l, indeed, waa 

tme lover, the tendcrest of all mates ; her love to thee, 

ly 8on, was passing the love of woman ; but we have lost 

we have lost lier, and wailing is all the portion that ia 

lis below. 

As soon as the family heard the voice of our mourning, 
they too gave a loose to the impatience of their griefs, and 
all the house waa filled with the sound of lamentation. 

On the following day I summoned the chief medical artists, 

and got the precious remains of my angel embalmed. She 

laid under a suraptaous canopy with a silver coffin at her 

Iwd's foot, and every night when the house was at rest I 

secretly IVom my bed and stretched myself beside her. 

Ipressed her cold lips to mine ; I clasped her corpse to my 

trm bosom, as though I expected to restore it to hfe by 

transfusing my so il into it, I spoke to her as when living j 

I reminded her of the several tender and endearing passages 

of our loves ; and I reminded her also of the loss of our little 

ones, by whom we became, essentially one, inseparably 

united in soul and body for ever. 

There ia surely, my cousm, a species of pleasure in grief, a 

;d of soothing and deep delight, that arises with the tears 

tich are pushed from the fountdn of God in tho soa^ 
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from the charities and sensibilities of the human heart 
divine. 

True, true, my precious cousin, replied the countess, 
giving a fresh loose to her tears. O Matilda I I would I 
were with thee ! — ^True my cousin, I say ; even now I sink 
under the weight of the sentiment of your story. J" r c ^ t 

Upon the ninth night, continued Mr. Clinton, as I lay by 
the side of all that remained of my Matty, overtoiled and 
overwatched, I fell into a deep sleep. My mind notwith- 
standing, at the time, seemed more awake and more alive to 
objects than ever. In an instant she stopd visible and con- 
fessed before me. I saw her clearer than at noonday, by the 
light which she cast with profusion abroad. Every feature 
and former trace seemed heightened into a lustre, without a 
loss of the least similitude. She smiled ineffable sweetness 
and blessedness upon me : and, stooping down, I felt her 
embrace about my heart and about my spirit ; while, at the 
same time, I saw her bent in complacence before me. After 
a length of ecstatic pleasure, which I felt from her com- 
munion and infusion into my soul — My Harry, says she, 
grieve not for me ! All the delights that your world could 
sum up in an age, would not amount to my bliss, no, not for 
an hour : it is a weight of enjoyment that, in an instant, 
would crush to nothing the whole frame of your mortality. 
Grieve not then for me, my Hany, but resign my beggarly 
spoils to their beggarly parent ; ashes to ashes, and dust to 
dust ! In my inordinate fondness for you, I have at length 
obtained a promise that my master and your master, my be- 
loved and your lover, shall finally bear you triumphant 
through all the enemies that are set in fearful array against 
you. Having so said, I felt myself, as it were, compressed 
within an engine of love ; and again, losing the remembrance 
of all that had passed, I sunk as into a state of oblivion. 
Towards the dawning, I was aw^akened by the clapping of 
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^H^ds and cries of lamentation. Starting up, I perceived Mr, 

'■Soldlng at the bedside, suspended over his Matty and me, 

and pouring forth his ooniplaints. 

Tborc was a fiivoured domestic of his, a little old man, who 

^^ad always kept a careful and inquisitive eye over every 

^Udng that was in or concerned our household. This Argus, 

^HbBceme, at length suspected my nightly vbits to the dead, 

^■bad, lurkint! in a corner, saw me open and enter the chamber 

"whcro the corpse was deposited. As ho lay in his master's 

apartment, he look the fii'st opportunity of his being awake 

^^p imparl what he thought a matter of extraordinary intclli- 

^Eience to Iiim. — Sir, says he, if I am not greatly deceived, my 

^H^ung mast(!r is this moment in bed with his dead lady. — 

^■SFhat is this you tell me ? crie<l Mr. Golding, No, John, 

nol what yon say is impoaaible. All who live, love that 

which is livuig alone ; whatever savours of death is detest- 

B to all men. — As I am here, replied John, I am almost 

Mured that what I tell you is fact. — -Peace, peace, you old 

lol 1 said Mr. Golding ; think you that our Harry is more 

bving than father Abraham, and yet Abraham desired to 

ity {lis dead out of his sight. I know not how that may 

!, said trusty John, but, if you are able to stir, I will help 

u to go and see. I am sure the thought of it melts tho 

pery heail within me. 

f Accordingly Mr. Golding, Hke old Jacob, strengthened 
mself, and arose, and, pained as he was, be cume with the 
help of his John to the place whore I lay. 

Having for some time looked upon me, as I slept with his 
Matty fast folded in my arras, he could no longer contahi his 
emotions, but be and John broke forth into tears and oxclam- 
ationa. O, my cliildren, my children, my dearest children I 
ed ; why did ye exalt me to such u pitch of blessed- 
Was it only to cast me down into the deeper gulf of . 
sry — a gnlf that has neither bank nor bottom V 
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I arose, all ashamed to be detected in that nianuev, the 
man caugbt me in his arms. — My Harry, my Harry, 
says be, what shall I pay you, my boh, for your supcrabun- 
daot love to me and to mine 7 Could my wretcfaeduesa give 
you bliss, I should almost think myself blessed in being 
wretched, my Harry. 

I now prepared to execute the late command of my angel, 
and to consign to caith the little that was earthly io her. 
But when our domestics imderetood that all that was left of 
their lorcd miatress was now going to bo taken away from 
them for ever, they broke into teaia anew, and set no bounds 
to their lamentations. 

Her desolate father was dmroua of attending the funeral, 
but on my knees I dissuaded him from it, as I was assured it 
would burst in twiuu the already overstretobed thread of his 
age and infirmities. He then iusiatcd on having the Jid of 
the coffin removed, and, bending over, he cast his old body 
on the corpse; again he rose and gazed upon it, and dap- 
ping his hands, with a shout — Is this toy world, ho cried ; the 
whole of my possessions ? Are you the one that was onco 
my little prattling Matty — the playfellow of my knees — the 
laugher away of care — who brought cheer to my heart and 
waiTQth to my bosom? Are yoo the one for whom alone I 
spent my nights in thought and my days in application ? Is 
this all that is left, then, of my length of labours ? O, my 
sparic of life is quenched in thee, my Matty, my Matty 1 the 
flowing fountain of my existence is dried up for ever I 

There is something exceedingly solemn and affecting, my 
cousin, in the circumstances and apparatus of our funerals ; 
they are oppressive even to minda tbat are no way concerned 
or interested in tho death of the party lamented. Though I 
grieved no more for my Matty — though I was as assured of 
her bliss as I waa of my own being; yet, when the gloom of 
the procesdou was gathered around me — when I heard the 
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^^H ffftilin g of the many families vhom her charity had sost^ed 
^Hr-o—wheii I beard the bitter Bobbinga of the seri-ants, whom 
^^V her sweetness had bo eadearingly attached to her person — 
^^B when all joined to bewail themaelvea as lost in her loss, my 
^^M heart died, as it were, within me, and I should have been 
^^B Buffocated on the spot had I not given instant way to the 
^^P swell of my sorrows. 

^B The tempest of the soul, madam, like that of the elements, 
can endure but for a season. The passion of Mr, Oolding, 
on the interment of every joy and of every hope that he 
could look for upon earth, within a few weeks subsided, or 
rather sunk into a solid but sullen peace ; a kbd of peace 
that seemed to say — ^There is nothing in this aniverse that 

■ can disturb mc. 
Harry, said be one evening, I have been thinking of the 
vision that I have had, — ^Vision, sir, said I ; has my Matty 
then appeared to you? — Tes, he answered, she waa the prin- 
cipal part ofmy vision for these twenty years past. The vision 
that I mean, my Harry, is the dream of a very long and 

■ laborious life. Here have I, by the toil of fifty years' applica- 
tion, scraped together and accumulated as much as in these 
times would set kings at contention, and be accounted a 
worthy cause for spilling the blood of thousands ; and yet 
what ai-e these things to me, or of what value in themselves, 
more than the stones and rubbish that make our pavement 
^^ before the door ? I have been hungering and thirsting after 
^^K the goods of this world; I have acquired all that it could 
^^B give me ; and now my soul, like a sick stomach, disgorges the 
^H^ whole. — I then took one of his hands, and pressing it tenderly 
between mine — 0, my father!- 1 cried; my dear, dear father 1 
O that I might be made sons and daughters, and every sort 
of kindred to yon ! All that I am and have should gladly be 
spent in bringing any kind of comfoi-t to you, my fether. 
In about a fortnight after, as I entered hia apartment to 
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I bid hini good-morrow, I observed that liia counlenaiice ha4 
much altered from what it was the evenmg before — that lie 
looked deeply dejected and eeemed to breathe with diffi- 
cultgr. 

Are you oot well, sir ? — 2^0, saya he, mj spirits are greatly 
oppressed. I find that I must leave you shortly; I believe 
tbat I must go suddenly; but where to? That is the ques- 
tion — the very terrible question — the only question of any 
importance in heaven or on earth, — Sure, sir, said I, that can 
be no question to you, whose whole life has been a continual 
course of righteousness, of daily worship to God, and good- 
will to all men, If you have any sins to account for, they 
must be covered tenfold by the multitude of your charities. 

Talk not, Harry, said he, of the filthy rags of my own 
righteousness, I am far from the confidence of the boastful 
Pharisee ; alas ! I have not even that of the poor and huuble 
publican, for I dare not look up to say, "Lord, be merciful 
to me, a sinner !" wherefore, then, do you speak of having 
finished my course towards God aud towards man ? It is 
but lately, very lately, that I set out upon it, and I am cut 
short before I have got within sight of the goal. Tes, 
Harry, I fear, I know, I feel, that there b no salvation for me. 
You amaze me, sir, said I ; you terrify rao to death I If 
there is not salvation for such as you, what a depth of perdi- 
titfBt opens for the rest of mankind ? 

I would you could convince me, he cried. I want to be 
comfoited ; I desire comfort, any kind of consolation : but I 
feel my condemnation within myself. Moreover, I ace every 
text of the gospel of the words of life terribly marshalled 
and set in broad array against me. — What text, sir ? said I ; 
I am sure I know of no texts that biing ton-or or condemna- 
tion to the just. — Ah, Harry I he replied, justice is of the law 
aud the circumcision, and has nothing to do with the new 
flOViWUit (jr the new man. For, what says the great apostle? 

1* 
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"Cirenmcislon availeth nothing, neithei" uncu'cumdaion, bat ft* 
" aew creature." And Christ himself hath Sitid, " Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Again 
the same apostio saith, " I delight in the Jaw of God after the 
inward man;" and again, "My little children, of whom I 
travail in bii'th, again until Christ be fornied in you." Now 
if all these coiTCspondingexpreasioua of being "born again, a 
newcreature, anew man, an inward man, Chiist formed in us," 
etc,, are to be glossed and explained away, as meaning little 
' more than a state of moral sentiments and moral behaviour, 
there can be nothing of real import in the gospel of Christ. 

Again, hear what the Redeemer salth, " Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." Again, "If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up bis cross and fol- 
low me." Again, " Whosoever he be of jou that foraaketh 
not all that he hath, be cannot be my disciple." 

If these things, I cried, are to be taken accordmg to the 
apparent sense and import of tho letter, neither tbo teachers 
of the gospel, nor those who are taught, can be saved. 

Therefore, repUed he, it is said, that "Many be called, bnt 
few chosen." And again, "Enter ye in at the strait gate ; 
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destrnction, and many there be which go in thereat ; because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it," O my Harry, my Harry 1 

r lives have been employed in seekbg and " loving the 
world, and the things of the world," therefore " the love of 
the Father could not be in ua." that I bad never been 
bom I O thou God 1 whose tribunal at this hour is set up 
so tremendously against me, at length I feel the propriety 
of thy precepts, in rejecting the world and all that is therem ; 
for what can they yield save a little food and raiment to 
bodily corruption, or incitements to that pride which cast 



Lucifur into a gii!^ that now opens before me without a bot- 
tom? 

As I trembled and had notlnng to unawer, I proposed to 
bring some of our clergy to him. No, Harry 1 no, says he, 
I will bave nono of their worldly comforts ; I will not cast 
my soul upon bladdered expectations. Can tliey persuade 
me that I am one of the few that are chosen ? can they tell 
me wbcrein I have striven to enter at the strait gate, wherein 
many shall seek to enter, but shall not be able 7 

Here he sunk into a fit of agonizing desperation, so that a 
cold dew broke forth from all part« of his body, and fell, drop 
after drop, do^v-n hLs ghastly and fearful countenance. Never, 
madam, never did I feel such a kind of anguisliing horror &a 
I then felt ; I was affiighted and all frozen to my inmost 
BOul. — Haste, my dear sir, excl^med Lady Maitland ; make 
haste through this part of your narration, I beseech you 1 
I also feel for myself; I am terrified to the last degree. 

At length, continued llr, Clinton, I recollect myself a lit- 
tle. My master, I cried; my iitther, my dearest iiither, 
since you will not take comfort in your own righteousness, 
take comfort in that of Uita who was made righteouaneaa 
for you. Do you not now reject the world? do you not 
now deny yourself? — I do, I do, he said ; I detest the one 
and the other, — And do you not feel that you are wholly a 
compound of sin and death ? — Ay, he cried ; there is the 
weight, there is the mountain under which I sink for ever. 
— Come then to Christ, my father, heavy laden as you are, 
and he will qnestionless embrace you, and be rest to you, 
my father ! — I would come. Hairy, he cried ; but I dare not, 
I am not able. — Strive, my Cither ; do but turn to Him, and 
he will more than meet you, Ciy out with sinking Peter, 
lye. Lord, or I perish !" and he will catch you with the 
jl of his ever ready salvation. 

B his countenance began to settle into an earnest com- 
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^^B pOBore, aod liU eyes were tamed und fixed apwarda ; whtlfl 
^^K Ilia old and enfeebled body continued to labour under the 
^^^■- Bymptoma of near dissolutioo. At leugth lie stalled, and 
^^^P seized my hand ivitli a dying pressure — There is comfott, 
^^H Harry ; there is comfort I he cried, and exjiired, 

I was now cost onee more upon a, strange and friendless 

world. All the interests of my Leait were buried with this 
^^ fjimily ; and I seemed to myself as without kindred or con- 
^^L nectioua in the midst of mankind. Your dear mamma, indeed, 
^^H sometimes called to condole with me, and water my losses 
^^H with her teal's; and in her, and yon my coudn, young as you 
^^B tlien were, was locked up and centred the whole stock that 
^^B I had left of endearing sensations, 
^^r As the Bcenos of my former happiness served d^ly and 

nightly to render me more wretched by a sad recollection, 

I deteiTuined to quit my house, and to take private lodgings. -. 

For this purpose, I summoned Mr, Golding's domeatiea ; 

IKnd, as be had made no will, I first paid them their wages, 
and then gave them such pretended legacies as brought their 
tears and their blessings in a shower upon me. 
As soon as I had discharged all except the two favourite 
servants of my master and my Matty, I desu'ed that John, 
our little old man, should be sent to me. 
John, said I, as he entered, here is a bill for five hundred 
pounds which our good old master has left yow, in token of 
I his acknowledgment of your true and loving services, and 

^^L to help, with what you have saved, to soften and make easy 
^^1 the bed of death in your old age. — Do you mean to part 
^^f with me, sir? said John, seemingly thauidess and iineon- 
I cemed about the gift which I had offered him. — ^Indeed, John, 

naii I, in my present state of dejection, attendance of any kind 
woidd but be an encumbrance to me. — ^Then, sir, you may 
keep your bounty to yourself; for I shall break my heart 
before five-ond-twenty honra are over. — Kay, John, s^d I, I 



am &r from torniDg you from me ; stay with mc as my friend 
and welcome, but not as my Bcrrant ; and I Bhall ace the com- 
fort of old tiraGH in always seeing yow about me. — Thank you, 
thanfe you, air, be cried. I will not disturb yoii with my 
tears ; but I should die unblessed if 1 died out of your pi'e- 
sence 1 So saying, be lusbed from me in a fit of restrained 
passion. 

I then sent for my wife's m^d, whom I formerly meu- 
tioned. She h.iJ just heard of my discharging the other 
servants, and entered with a sad and alarmed countenance. — 
Come near, Susan, I am going to part with you, said I ; come 
to me, and give me a farewell kisa. She approached with 
downcast looks, when, taking ber in my arms, I pressed and 
kissed her repeatedly, and scarce withheld my tears. — Oh, 
™y gii'li "ly Matty's precious girl 1 I cried, I am not forget- 
ful of your lovG, your bononr, and your disinterestednesN 
towards us. Here, my Suay, your darling mistress preso!it9 
yoa with tbia bill of a thousand pounds, and, if you choose, 
I will give you cash for it within a quarter of an hour. Tbia, 
however, does not discharge mo from niy regard and atten- 
tion to you. Ton are of a helpless sex, my Susy, that is sub- 
ject to many impositions and calamities ; wherefore, when 
this sum shall fail you, eomc to me again — come to me as to 
your friend, as to your debtor, Susy, and I will repeat my 
remembrance, and repeat again, as you may happen to have 
ooeaaoa ; for while I have aixpeaoe left, the fiivourite friend 
of my Matty shall not want her proportion. 

Here the grateful and amazed creature threw heraelf on 
the floor. She cried aloud, while the family heard and 
eclioed to her lamentations. She clasped my knees, she 
kissed my feet again and again. I could not disengage 
myself, I could not force her from me. — Oh, my master 1 she 
cried, my all that is left to me of my adored, my angel mis- 
tresa I must I then be torn from you ? must you live without 
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^^m the servioe of the handfl and hcurt of your Sasy ? But I 
^^K nndoretatid your regard ami care for me, my master. It ia a 
^^1 oiael and naughty world, and must be complied with. 
^^^ Here I compelled her to riflo, and, kissing her again, I 
^* turned hastily to the chamber where my Matty's corpse had 
been laid ; and bolting the door, and casting myself on the 
bed, I broke into tears, and at length wept myself to sleep. 

While I was preparing to leave the onc&-loved mansion, 
I fonnd in Mr. Golding's eabmet a parchment that much 
surprised me. On my marriage, he had proposed to make a 

P settlement of hia fortune upon me, which, however, I obsti- 
nately refused to accept ; whereupon, without my privity, 
he got this deed perfected, which contained an absolute con- 
veyance to me of all hia worldly effects and posaessions ; and 
this again renewed in me the tender and endearing remem- 
brance of each of those kindnesses and benefits which he had 
1 formerly conferred upon me. 
I now found myself in possession of near a million of 
money, which, however, in my disposition of mind at the 
time, appeared no worthier than so much lumber in a waste 
room. And I know not how it was, that, through the sub- 
sequent courBc of my life, although I was by no means of an 
economical turn, though I never sued for a debt, nor gave a 
denial to the wants of those who asked, nor turned away 
from him that desired to borrow of me, yet uncoveted wealth 
came pouring iu upon me. 

It was not without some sighs and a plentiful shower, that 
I departed from the seat of all my past enjoyments. I took 
lodgings within a few doors of your father ; and my little 
household consisted of my favourite Irishman, my little old 
man, two footmen, and an elderly woman who used daily to 
dress a plain dish of me.at for us. 

It was then, my fairest consin, that your opening graces 
and early attractions drew me dwly to your house ; my 
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heart was soothed and my griefs cheered by the sweetness 
of your prattle; and I was melted down and minted 
anew, as it were, by the unaffected warmth and innocence 
of your caresses. 

As I had no faith in dreams, not even in that of my 
Matty, I thought it impossible that I should ever marry 
again. I therefore resolved, in my own mind, to make you 
my heir, and to endow you in marriage with the best part 
of my fortune. But you are a little pale, madam; you 
look dejected and &tigued. If you please, I will suspend 
my narration for the present, and in the morning, if you 
choose it, as early as you will, I shall renew and proceed in 
my insignificant history. Here, he pressed her hand to his 
lips. She withdrew with a tearful eye and a heaving 
heart ; and the next day he resumed his narration, as 
foUoweth. 



1 
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CIIAPTEE n. 



Though you, my cousin, at that time, were a great con- J 
' solation to me, and a sweet lightcner of my afflictions, yet ■ 
I the griefs of lieart which I had suffered wore not without t 
I thoir effect. At length they fell on my constitution, and u 
I aflected my nerves or spirits ; I think our doctors pretty « 
I much confound the one with the other. Accordingly, I waa H 
I advised to travel i'ur change of air and exercise, and I waa 
I preparing for my journey, when there happened in my tamily 
most exti'uordiLary instance of an ever-watchful provi- 
dence that occars to my memory. 

My little old man John began to decline apace, and at 
length took to his bed, and, having a tender friendship for 
him, I went to sit beside him, and to comfort him the best 
I could. John, said I, are yoa afraid to die ? — No, sir, not 
at all, not in the least ; I long to be dissolved, and to hi ' 
I with our loving Lord. — Indeed, John, said I ; I am inclined 
I to tfiiuk you have been a very good liver. — A dog, sir — a •'•' 
I mere dog, desperately ivickcd, the vilest of sumers 1 I am ■■ 
I A murderer too, my master ; there's blood npon my head. — 
■ Blood! said I, and started,— Yes, sir, lepKed John; biit 
I then the blood that was shed for me, is stronger and more 
I precious than the blood that waa shed by me. — Blood, how- 
I ever, John, is a very terrible thing ; are you not afraid to 
I appear before the judgment-seat of Christ ?— By no means, ^ 
L my dear master ; I have long since laid the bniden of my ■ 
I Koa before him, for I had nothing else to bring to him, 
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notbing eke to offer him ; and be has accepted tbcm and 
me, and my conscience is at rest in him. — ^Then, John, 
there may yet he room for hope, — There is assurance, my 
master, for I have laid hold upon the rock, and cannot be 
shakeo. 

But how do yoii intend to dispose of your worldly Bub- 
etance ? — All that I have, sir, I got with you and my old 
master ; and whore I found it, even there I resolve to leave 
it, — ^Indeed, John, I will not finger a penny of your money. 
How much may it amount to? — Eight hundred and thirty- 
seven pounds, air, or thereabout, — And have you no relatious 
of your own ? — Not one living that I know of, — Then tliink 
of Bomo one else, for no part of it shall lie on my conscience, 
I assure you. 

I have read, somewhere or other, sii-, of a great king who 
was advised of God, in a dream, to take the very first man 
whom he should meet the next morning, to be his partner 
in the government. Now, if it pleases you, my master, I 
will follow the like counsel; and, whosoever ahaU be the 
first found before our door, let that person be the owner 
and inheritor of my substance, — It shall be even as you 
say ; I will go and see whom God shall be pleased to send 
to us. 

Accordingly I went and opened our door, when a woman, 
who had nearly passed, turned about at the noise, and per- 
ceiving toe, came op and said — A little charity, sir, for the 
sake of him who had not where to lay his head. 

I was strongly afiected by the manner iu which she ad- 
dressed me, and, eyeing her attentively, I observed that she 
was clean though meanly apparelled ; wherefore, to make a 
further trial whether our adventure was likely to prove pros- 
perous or not, I slipped a guinea into her hand, and desired 
her to go about her business. Accordingly, she curtsied and 
went firom me a few steps, when, looking into her band, ehs 
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turned Buddenly back — Sir, tiir, says ehe ; here Imd lilte to 
liave been a sad mistake ; you meant to give me & ifhilling. 
and you have given rae a whole guinea, — It was, aaya I, «< 
very great mistake, indeed ; but IJo pleased to come in, tmd 
we will try to rectily our errors. 

Here I took her into the chamber where John lay, and, 
having constrained her to sit down, I put my hand in my 
pocket. Here, good woman, said I ; here are ten guineiMI 
for you, to make you some amends for the mistake I was 
gailty of in giving you but one. The poor creature couid 
scarcely credit her senses, but raising her eyes in ecstapyj, 
anil dropping from the chair upon hor knees, she was pro« 
ccoding to bless me ; but I peremptorily insisted on her re* 
takiug her scat. Mistress, Baid I, be pleased to stay yoiic 
prayers for the present ; what I want from you is the story 
of your life ; tell rae who and what you are, without suppress- 
ing any circumstance, or concealiug the faults of which yoo 
havo been guilty, and I will make you the mistress of 
twenty guineas, that shall be added to what you have already 
received. 

Sir, Buid she, you frighten me ; my story is a very unhappy' 
and a very foolish story, and cannot be of tlio smalteBt cou- 
sequence to you. Sure, you are too much of the geutlemaa 
to desire to ensnare me ; and, indeed, I know not of any 
thing whereby I may be ensnared. Wherefore, bountlM 
sir, unto you as imto heaven I will open my whole soul, with- 
out seeking to know why yon look into the concerns of such 
a worm as I am, 

I am the daughter of a fanner in Essex ; my maiden name 
was Eleanor Damer. I was married, early in life, to a mau 
who kept a chandler's shop, in a little lane that led to Tower 
Hill, his name was Bamaby Tin-el, — Bamaby Tirrell 
exclaimed John ; are you very sure that his name waa 
Bamaby Tirrel ? — ^Peace, John I cried ; whatever you may 



know of this man, or of any other matter, I comtnand you 
not to interrnpt the woman till she has finished her story. 
She then continued. 

I had neither brother nor sister, Bir, except one brother — 
a twin-brother, and wo loved one another as though there 
was nobody else in the world to be loved. 

About three years before my marriagff, my brother 
Tommy, then a sweet pretty lad, took to a seafering life, 
nd went from me, I know not where, upon a voyage tli.at I 
was told was a very great way off; and so I cried, day and 
night, 3S many tears after him as would have served me to 
swim in. 

My husband was very fond of mo, and when he used to 
Bee me cry while lie spoke of my Tommy, he wonld kisa me 
sod try to comfort mo, and say, that he wished for notfaing 
more than hia return to old England, that he might welcome 
him and love hini tut much as I did. 

One night, on the ninth month of my marriage, as I sat 
moping and alone, my husband being abroad ttpon some 
linsiness, I heard a knocking at the door, which was opened 
by OTirhttle servant-girl. And then, before you could say this, 
in leaped my bi'other, and catched me &.st in his dear arms, 

I gave a great shout for joy, you may be snro ; and push- 
ing my Tommy from mo, and pulling him to me again and 
agiun, we embraced, and cried, and kissed, and embraced 
and kissed again, as though we never could be tired. 

In the meanwhile, the door being open, my cruel Bamaby 
entered, unperceived by either of us ; and seeing a strange 
man so fond and familiar with me, he opened a long clasped 
knife which he had in his pocket, and rushing up, he gave 
my darling brother three stabs in the body before lie could 

jfisSc a word or turn about to defend himself. Then, east- 

Ifdown iho knife, in a minute he w.ia oiit of the house, and 
Irer saw him more. 



For a time I stood like a stone, and then, giving a great 
fihriek, I fainted aud fell on my brother as he lay weltering 
in his blood. 

Our little Mary, in the while, being frightened almost to 
death, ran about like a wild thing, and alarmed the street. 
Oar neighbours crowded in, and sent for the next surgeon. 
My brother's wounds were probed and dressed, and be was 
laid in our apai-e bed. 

Meantime, being forward with child, I fell into strong and 
untimely labour, aud after very grievous travail was delivered 
of a boy, who was christened and called James, after my^ 
dear and lately deceased father. 

No pains of my own, however, kept mo from inquirinj> 
after that dear and lamented brother who had been killed as' 
I supposed, for his love to me. But his youth and natnral' 
strength carried him through all dangers. In throe months' 
he was up and about, as well as ever ; and in less than thre»' 
more he set out on another voyage, from whence he never, 
never, O never returned! i 

Before be went abroad, my dear and aweet fellow had leftl 
me a note of band for the receipt of his wages. But in fivtf 
years after I heard that he was cast away, or kUIed by thai 
Barbary people : and though I went and went again in th« 
middle of my wants, and in the middle of my sorrows, to 
ask and to petition for his pay from the Admiralty, I neved 
could get an answer of any profit or any comfort. i 

My little Jemmy, however, grew, and throve, and prateAi 
apace, and was my only prop under all my afflictions. Mj*! 
husband, indeed, had left me in pretty civcnmstanuea ; and^^ 
had he but stayed with me, we should have prospered abov&i 
our fellows. But what can a woman do, single, weak, anclj 
unprotected ? I was imposed upon by some ; by others I wi 
refused payment for the goods that I had given ; and i 
length I was reduced to poverty, and obliged to ahnt np shopi 
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B I had spared no cost on the bringing np of my 
Jemmy. 1 had given him scliool learuliig, and he now was 
grown a very towardly and clever hoy ; and having taken to 
messages, my sweet fellow every night used to bring to me 
whatever he Lad earned in the daytime. 

Id the loBS of my husband and brotlier, in the toss of my 
Bamaby, aud in tbo loss of my Tommy, to be sure I had 
grief upon grief; bo that my health went from me, and nest 
my strength went from mo, aud I was not able to work at 
the washing busineas as before. Bnt this didn't signify much 
whilo my child had his health ; for he had now got a portei^'a 
place in the cnstom-house, and, young as he was, he willingly 
carried heavy bnrdena to have the pleaHore of bringing 
home his hard earnings to liis mammy. But about six weeks 
ago, may it please your honour, my dear boy fell ill of a 
quartan ague, as they call it, under which he and his 
mother's heart still continue to labour. 

As soon as slie had ended her shoic narrative— Well, 
John, said I, methinka thta business will do ; in ray opinion 
yoa have got a very worthy inheritor of your fortune ; what 
aay you to it, John? — First, sir, let me ask her a question or 
two, if you please. Honest woman, draw yonr chair a little 
nearer to me, I pray you. And now, tell me the truth. Did 
you ever love your husband ?— Yea, dearly, indeed very 
dearly did I iove him ; for he had loved me very dearly till 
that miserable night. Bnt when, as I thought, he had 
killed my brother, I hated him as much as I had ever loved 
him before. But then again, when my Tommy had 
recovered of his wounds, I sent iar and near to inquire after 
him and find him out ; and when I could learn no tidings of 
him, I put it into all the printed papers that Thomas Damer 
waa well recovered, and that Barnabas Tirrcl, who had 
wounded hiin, might return without danger, to his wife and 
infant. 



And li(! is returned ! ahonted Jolin — ho is rGtumod, my 
Nelly ! Your barbarous an<i liloody husband, who atabbfl4 
your brother, and loft you and your infant to funiisb, Le 
rehimed to you, my Nelly ; and, in his deiith, he eball mal 
yon amends for all the suft'eringB which he brought npoil 
yon during his lifetime ! But, my masttr, my dearest mw 
ter. Bend immediately for my child, my Jemmy, I beseeoB 
you, that, bad as I am myseU^ I may give him a fiitbei^ 
blessing before I die. 

I was Burprised and affected, madam, beyond expresstc^ 
by incidents that were at once bo wonderful and bo tend^ 
and I directly sent servants and a sedan chfdr for JamM 
with orders to have him carefully and warmly wrapped up: 
for what bis mother told me of him Lad &iready given ma 
very strong prejudice in his favour. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Tirrel had sunk on her knees by her bui 
band's bedside, and was plentifully pouring forth her teai| 
upon him ; partly far joy of having found him, and partly ft 
grief of having found Lim in that condition. 

O, my Kelly, my Nelly 1 cried Barnabas; had I know 
who the person was whose blood I drew that terrible nighH 
I would sooner have thrust my knife into my own heart thi 
into any part of the body of that dear brother of yout^ 
But I was old and ugly, you know ; and yon were yonng 
and handsome ; and jealousy is a mad devil that rages in tl 
breast like hell-fire ; it never knew how to spare, but tea 
and conanmea every thing that comes within its reach. 

At length James was brought to us ; and as we were 
his father's apartments, a chamber in no way adomsa^ 
James entered without any respect to persons. He was- 
tall and comely youth, but var^ pale and lean ; and as it wi 
one of his well days, he walked in without help. Ho bajj 
barely been told that his mother sent for him in a hnrry^ 
BO that be entered with a visible alarm in his countenance. 
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What is the matter, my dear mother P Sftj's he. Alas I I 
am little ahle to help yon at preaent. I hope nothing lias 
happened that is suddeuly distresBtul. Nothing ambs, my 
child, more than that your dear tather, for whom I have 
sought and been dghing this many a year — your lather lies 
dangerously ill in thia very bed, my Jemmy.— Am I then so 
blessed, cried the boy, as to see and embrace a Either ? — O my 
child I exclaimed the old man, and eagerly stretched bis arms 
towards him, come to my bosom, thou only offepring of my 
bowels 1 I may now say, with blessed Jacob, Let' me die, let 
BU die, since I have seen thy face, and thou art alive, my son ! 

I would at any time give a thousand pounds, my cousin, 
for a tenth of the enjoyment that I then had, in the foeHngs 
which God poured into the hearts of this little family, on 
their so very unexpected and marvellous meeting, It ap- 
peared to me, however, that young James even exceeded 
his parents in love ; and tlus gave me such a cordial attach- 
ment to hira, that from that hour to this we have never been 
sundered. He never failed nor forsook me ; and at this very 
day he is my respected friend, and the superintendent of my 
&mily. 

John, otherwise Bamabns, continued to linger for about a 
fortnight longer, and then departed quite happy, and with- 
out a groan. During the same space, also, James was daily 
att^idedbymyown physician, and was nearly re-established 
in luB health. 

Being then intent on my departure, I sent for Mrs. Tirrel. 
Urs. Tirrel, says I, I should be much inclined to take your 
James along with me, if I did not think you would grieve 
overmuch in his absence. — No, no, sir I siud she ; I would to 
heaven 1 were myself a yonng man ibr your sake. I dewre 
Qo better cither of him or for him, than that he should live 
and die faithfully and lovingly in your service. 

When Mr. Clinton came to thia part of his story, a mes- 
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seoger entered in feaifiil haste, and delivered a letter to ' 
Lady Maitlaad. As soon as she had run It over — My dear^-jj 
eat Mr, she cried, I must leave you this iustant. I latelj" 
made you an offer of a hundred thousand pounds ; and no* 
I know not that I have so many shillings tijion earth. I ani^ 
hero informed thattbe trustee of all ray affairs has ahscoiidod, I 
and made his escape to France ; but I must hurry to town 
and inquire after this business. So saying, she earthed and* 
suddenly withdrew, without giving her cousin time to mal 
a tender of hia services. 

The next morning Mr. Clinton ordered his chariot to thvl 
door, and hastened to attend her ladyship at her houae in jl 
London, hut there he was told that she had set out for Doret! 
about an hour before ; and he returned much dejected aait 
grieved on her account. 

In about three weeks after, Mr, Clement with his yonn^ 
pupil came home, quite lightened of the money they ha^ 
taken abroad. Mr. Fenton, for so we shall call him agwn^' 
gave Clement a friendly embrace, and took Harry to hia*] 
caresses, as though he had returned from a long and dan'ger-| 
ous voyage. jj 

Well, Clement, said Mr, Fenton, what account have yoiul 
10 give us of your expedition ?^An account, sir, that wouMa 
be extremely displeasing to any man hving except yourself m 
in short, our young gentleman here, baa plunged you abov*J 
a tliousand pounds in debt, over the large sums that won 
carried with us. — I hope the objects were worthy, said Mr. v 
Fenton. — ^Wonderfully worthy, indeed, sir ; I never savJ 
such tender and affecting scenes. — Then I shall be overpaid Jl 
and enriched by the narration. HI 

Here, Harry inquired impatiently for Mrs. Clement and hiul 
fi'iend Ned ; and being told that they were on a visit to the^ 
Widow Neighbourly, be took a hasty leave for the predeiit^' fl 
and away he flew to embrace them. a 
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Aa soon aa he waa gone — Sir, said Mr. Clement, I cannot 
think that there is in the world such another boy oa yours. 
I will leave to hmiself the detail of our adventures in the 
several prisons ; they had sueli an cffuct on his heart, that 
they cannot but have made a deep impression on his memory; 
so I shall only tell you of what happened in our way to 
London, 

As we were chatting and walking leisurely along the road, 
a poor man before us happened to drop m a fit of the 
GiUing-sickneaa. When Harry saw the writhing a and con- 
vulsions in which he lay, he turned pale, and looked vastly 
frightened, and seizing me under the arm, he cried — Come 
— come away ! and hurried me off aa fast as he could. But 
we had not gone £ir till his pace began to abate, and stop- 
ping, and hesitating — Let us turn, let us turn, Mr. Clement, 
he cried ; let us go back again and help the poor man ! We 
then returned hastily, and, raising big head, we kept him 
from bruising it against the groimd. I then forced open his 
clenched hands, and having chafed the palms awhile, he 
began to recover, and soon came to himself Meanwhile 
Harry's fright ivas not yet quite over. He seemed willing to 
get away from the object of his terror, and putting his hand 
iu bia pocket, and giving him all the silver he had, he wished 
Ijim bettor health, and away he went. 

We had not gone above half a mile further, when I saw a 
little girl, in a field on the right hand, endeavouring to drive 
a cow through a small gate into the road, in order to bo 
milked, as I suppose, by her mother ; but the cow kicked up 
her heels, and proved wanton and refractory, and ran hither 
iiad thither and would not be guided. The poor child then 
let up a cry of as bitter distress as if all that was valuable in 
the world was going to ruin. Harry gave a ready ear to the 
toimd of lamentation, and, seeing the plight that the poor 
thing was in, he suddenly crossed the road, above ankle deep 
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hi dirt, and leaping tbo ditoli, be pi'uved nimbler than the 
cow, and driving her through the pass, he tamed her into 
the way that the child would have her go. 

That morniog, indeed, was to Harry a morning of petty 
adveDturea. By the time that we approached the eubiirha, 
we had nearly overtaken a grown girl who carried a basket 
of eggs on her head, A great lubberly boy just then passed 
us by at a smart pace, and tripping up the girl, gave the 
bnsket a tip with his hand, and dashed all the eggs into 
mash ag^st a stony part of the road, and, again takhig to 
his heels, run on as before. Immediately Harry's indigna.- 1 
tion was kindled, and setting oat at top speed, he soon over- 
took liim, and gave him several smart strokes with his little f] 
cane across the shoulders. The fellow then turned upoa 
Harry, and gave him a furious blow with his fist over thft 
head, while I hastened to his relief, aa I perceived that th* 
other was qnite aii overmatch for him. But before I arrivecl,' 
onr hero had put a quick end to the combat ; for, springingf ' 
from the ground, he darted his head full into the nose and ■ 
mouth of his adversary, who instantly roared out, and, seeing i 
his own blood come pouring down, he once moi-e took to i 
flight, while Harry continued to press upon him, and bela-i 
boured him at pleasure, till he judged that he had beaten 
him to the full vahie of the eggs. 

Meanwhile the poor girl, wholly unmindful of what passed, 
remained wailing and wringing her hands over the wreck of 
her merchandise. The voice of a siren could not so power- 
fully have attracted and recalled Harry from the length ha 
had gone ; he returned with speed to her, and I followed, — ■ 
My poor gii-1, says he, where were you going with those ' 
eggs? — To market, master, says she,— And what did you^ 
expect to get for them ? — About five shilHngs, sir ; and I had 
promised my daddy and mammy to lay it out in slices audi' 
Btoc^ingB for my little brothers and sisters; and so I mast' 
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now bear all the blame of the poor things going barefoot. 
Here she again set up her wailings, and her tears poured 
down afresh. 

Harry tben deaired me to lend him ten shillings, and tam- 
ing to the monnier — Hold out your two hands, my poor 
girl, he cried; then putting five Bhillmgs into each hand, 
Here is the payment for your eggs, said he ; and here are 
five shillings more, though I fear it is too little to pay yon 
for all the tears they cost you. 

Ifever did I see so sudden, so great a change in any ooun- 
Icnance. Surprise, gratitude ecstasy flashed from her eyr», 
and gave a joyous flush to the muscling of her aspect. She 
hurried her money into her bosom, and dropping on her 
knees in the dirt, and seizing hold of Harry's hand, she 
squeezed andldssed it repcatclly, without being able to atter 
a word ; while Harry'a eyes began to fill, and, endeavouring 
to dJsengagQ himself, he made ofi* as Htst as he could from 
Bach thanks as he thought he had no way desei-ved. 

This, dr, was the last of our adventures going to London. 
But had you seen us, on our retura, about two hours ago, 
you would have wondered at the muy plight into which we 
were put, by helping passengers up with their bimdlea that 
had tumbled into the dirt, or by assisting to raise cattle 
tliat had fallen under their carriages; for Master Harry 
tronld compel me to he as busy and active in matters of 
charity as himself. 

However, sir, I ara to tell yon that Harry, with all his 
excellences of person, heart, and understanding, wiil he 
acconnted a mere idiot among people of distinction, if he is 
Dot permitted to enter into some of the iashionable foibles 
and fashionable vices of the age. 

We were taking a walk in the Mall, when we were met 
by the Earl of Mansfield, who expressed great joy at seeing 
his old acquaintance, as he called him ; and he pressed ns 
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HO earnestly to dinner, that we could not, in manmers, refuM 

There was a raat concourse of company, especially of th^ 
Utile quality of both eexes, who came to pay their 
to young Lord Bottom and his sister the Lady Louisa. 

Harry was received and saluted by Lady Mansfield and 
the yoang lord, without any appearance of the old aniicoHty, 
Some time after dinner a large packet of letters was brougbfi 
in to the earl, and, making hia excnse to Harry alone, he roaC 
from the table and retired to his closet. 

Lord Bottom and his sister Aen led the young moles and 
females to an adjoining apartment, where several oard-tablql 
were laid; and I began to tremble for the credit of nu 
pnpil on the occasion, as I knew him to be a novice in buH™ 
matters. 

In the mean time, the romaining ladies and gcntlemi 
divided into two or three parties at ombre ; and I saunteroA 
about the room, admiring iite prints of the Ariadne and the 
Aurora, that were taken from Guide, as also some capitM 
paintings that the earl had brought from Italy. ' 

I had spent above an hour in this pleasing amusement, and 
had nearly made the tour of the whole dining-room, when, a^ 
I stood at a little distance behind my lady's chair, seeming 
inattentive to any thing that passed, Lord Bottom entered' 
on tiptoe, and tripping np to hia mother, and tittering and 
whispering in her ear— What do you think, mamma? saidi 
he ; sure Master Fenton ia a fool, a downright fool, upon avfj 
honour ! He does not know a single card in the whole pack;, 
he does not know the difference between the ace of hearts and 
the nine of clubs. I do not think either that lie knows 
thing of the difference or value of coin; for, as we passed 
through the hail to-day, a beggar asked for a halfpenny, and. 
I saw him sHp a shilling into his hand. Indeed, mamma, ha] 
is the greatest foot that ever I knew ; and yet, poor felloWi 



he does not seem to know any thing of the matter him- 
self 

During ibU oration of Lord Bottom on the rirtuea of hia 
new friend, I felt my whole body glow and tingle with con- 
cern; and soon after Harry entered with the rest of the smnll 
quality. — Master Fenton, cries my lady, I beg to speak vrith 
yon, — Don't you know the cards, my dear? — No, indeed, 
madam. — Can't you play at dice ? — No, madam.^Can you 
play at draughts, polish, or chess? — Not at all, madam. — 
Why then, my dear, 1 must tell you that all your father's 
fortune will never introduce you among people of any breed- 
ing or of any fashion. Can yoo play at no kind of game, 
Master Harry? — A little at fox and geeae, madam. — And 
pray, my dear, said my lady smiling, which of the parties do 
you espouse? — The part of tlio geese, madam. — I thought 
as much, pertly cried ont my Lord Bottom ; whereupon a 
loud laugh was echoed through the room. 

Here my lady chid the company, and calling ILtrry to her 
again, for ho bad gone something aloof— Tell me, I pray you, 
said she, why you espouse the part of the geese, — Because, 
madam, I always wish that simplicity should get the better 
of fraud and cunning. 

The countess here looked .astonished ; and having gazed a 
while at him, and caught and Icissed him eagerly — You are a 
noble fellow, she cried, and all must be fools or mail that 
ever shall take you for the one or the other. 

The elder gently here laid their cards aside, and desired 
the young ones to set about some play. Lady Louisa pro- 
posed dvaw-gloves, or questions and commands, and to it 
they went. 

Among the females was one Miss Uppish, sole heiress to a 
vast fortune. Though her person was deformed, her face 
was the picture of confident disdain ; and scarce any one 
could speak to her, or look at her, without being told of the 
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contempt she had for thoni, by tho side glance of her eye, 
the writJiing of her neck, and tossing up of her head. 

In the course of the play, our Harry was commanded to 
put the coDdie into the hand of Miss Uppish, and then to kiss 
the candlestick ; which command he obeyed literally, by giv- 
ing hor the candle, and kissing the candlestick which ho held 
in his own hand. 

Hereupon, a great shout was set up in the young assembly, 
and — O the fool, the senseless creature ; the fool, the fool, the 
fool I waa repeated thi-onghont ; while Lord Bottom laughed, 
and danced about in the impatience of his joy. 

I was amazed that Harry's countenance seemed no way 
disconcerted by all this ridicule. At length Lady Mansfield 
called him to her. How, my dear, could yoa be guilty of 
Buch an error? she siud; did not you know that, when yon 
gave the candle into the hand of the young lady, she became 
the candlestick, and it was her you should have kissed? 
Harry then approached to her ladyship's ear, and in a pretty 
loud whisper, said — I did not like the metal, madam, that 
the candlestick was made of. Again Lady Mansfield looked 
surprised, and said — You are a sly rogue, a very sly rogue, 
upon my honour ; and have sense enough to dupe the wisest 
of us all. 

Jemmy Botl jui, cried my lady aloud, come here I I can't 
but tell you, Jemmy, that you have behaved yourself 
extremely ill to your young friend here, who might have 
Improved you by hia example, as much as he has honoured 
you by his viwt. I must farther tell you. Jemmy Bottom, 
that, whenever you pique yourself on degrading Mr. Fen- 
ton, you only pride in your own abasement, and glory in 
your shame. Hereupon I got up, and, leaving our compli- 
ments for the ear], I carried oiT my young charge, for fear of 
our falling into any further disgrace. 

While Harry is abroad, said Mr. Fenton, be pleased to 



give me a general sketch of the luanner in which you dis- 
posed of your money. — In the first place, sir, answered 
Clement, you wilt find by this list, that, for little more 
than the five hundred pounds alotted, we released ninety- 
five prisoners, whose debts amoimted from forty shilliugs to 
about twelve pounds per man. These, in the general, bad 
been journeymen tailors or weavers, or professors of other 
inferior crafts; and, as they wanted means of encourage- 
ment for exercising their respective occupations in jail, 
they subsisted on the pence which they got by bogging at 
the grates,' or on their dividends of occasional sums which 
were sent for their relief by charitable individuals. Nearly 
all of them were thin in flesh, and extremely shabby in 
clothing ; and yet they could hardly be said to excite com, 
passion, as they appeared so cheerful and unfeeling of tlieir 
own wretchedness. Neither was there one of them, that I 
could learn a single circumstance of, whose story was worth 
reciting. 

Some, however, wei-e of a quality much superior to this 
class. Among othera, there was a French marquis and a 
German prince ; the prince had been put under arrest by his 
caterer, and the marquis by his tailor; so that something less 
than fifty pounds set them both at liberty. 

While the keeper of the Fleet Prison was making out a 
list for lis of the principal debtors, Harry and I took a turn 
about the court, and observed two fellows in liveries bear- 
ing several smoking covers up the stone stairs to a front 
dining-room. This surprised me, and gave me the curiosity 
to inquire what prisoners It could be who lived in so es:pen- 
sive and superb a manner. — Sir, said the under-keeper, there 
are few men now at liberty near so wealthy as this gentle- 
man, who has done ns the honour to set np his staff of 
rest in our house. His name is Sink. He is an attorney and 
an old bachelor, turned of sixty years of age. He is in for 
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several suras, ainouiiting to upwards of nine thousand pounds, 
and he is reputed to be worth above double that money. 

During the last twenty years, he behaved himself with the 
strictest probity towards all men, and with the strictest ap- 
pearance of piety towards God. In the dark, in frost and 
snow, and all inclemendea of weather, he never missed 
attending morning 8er\-ice at church. He was equally 
I solicitous to be at evening prayer ; and, whatever company 
I he chanced to have with liim, or how important soever the 
' business in which he was engaged, the moment he heard the 
bell ring he would huddle up his papers and break away 
without ceremony, lie was eager in his inquiries to know 
where the sacrament was soonest to be administered, and he 
never missed receiving it at least once in a week. When- 
ever he heard any profancness or obscenity in the streets, he 
would stop to reprove and expostulate with the offender. 
In short, he so perfectly counterfeited or took off, as they 
call it, the real Christian, that many looked to see him, like 
Enoch or Elijah, taken alive into heaven. 

This perpetual parade of sanctity gava him such an eclat 
and nnmeasurable credit, that he was left trustee and execu- 
tor in a multitude of wills ; and numbers also deposited their 
sabstance in his hands, in order to be laid out at interest on 
securities, and so forth. 

Three months since, about the dawning, as his bntcber 
happened to pass by his door, he heard it open, and turning, 
saw a number of porters come out heavy laden. This gave 
him a kind of suspicion. He let them all pass, and, walking 
softly after, he stepped up to the hindmost, and offered him 
hajf-a-crown on condition of his telling him where they wore 
carrying those parcels. That I will, said the porter ; for the 
secret, if such it is, is nothing to me, you know. In short, 
we are carrying them to the wharf; to be put on board » 
boat that waits to take them in. 
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The bntcter said no more, but hurried away to the b.iker, 
and, as ihey both run to the office, they met the brewer by 
the way. They took out their respective actions, and, tak- 
ing a coustablo with them, they seized on good Mr. Sink, as 
he was stopping into a coach and six to make the best of his 
way to Dover, He would have paid them their money and 
discharged their actions on the Bpot ; but here the master, in 
whom he trusted, happened to leave him in the lurch. Aa 
he had turned all his eftocts into money, and his money into 
paper, he had not at hand wherewith to pay his instant 
creditors. So they hurried him to jail, and before the banks 
were open the matter was blown, and action after action 
came pouring fast upon him. 

When ho found himself thus at bay, he cast aside bis 
disguise, and set them all at defiance. His creditors have 
ance offered to accept ten BhiJlings, and some of them to 
accept five shillings, in the ponnd ; but he swoars that he 
will never pay them a groat ; for he is now as liberal of his 
oaths and impious execrations, as he was lately of his more 
impious profanation of gospel phrases. And thus he daily 
revels in the sensual consumption of those wretches whom 
he hath so inhumanely dcfi-audcd ; while hundreds of orphans 
and widows, and other raiserables, perish for want of the 
sustenance which one infernal appetite devours without re- 
morse. Kay, several of his creditors are, at this very time, 
&raiahing in this piison, while they see him feasting so 
lavishly upon their spoils. 

The gorge of my soul, cried Mr, Fenton, the very gorge 
of my soul rises against this demon I Can nothing he done 
to bring him to punishment ? Our parliament will surely 
interfere in such a calling exigence ; they will send to the 
several banks and take up ail the deposits that have been 
made in his name, — Alas, sir ! said Clement, he was already 
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Kware of each possibilities, and has entered all liia loclgmenta j 
in feigned name^, and to bearer upon demand. \ 

Indeed, continued Clement, I heartily wished at the 

time that the lawa of the Gi'ccians and Romans had been 

in force among us, by which the debtor was given ap to be i 

Bet to labour, whipped, or toitured, at the pleasure of the J 

creditor. t| 

God forbid 1 Qod forbid ! esclaimed Mr. Fenton. I 

When we see mankind divided into the rich and the ' 
poor, the strong and the weak, the sound and the sickly, < 
we are apt to imagine that health, strength, or opulence 
waa ^ren to those, and infirmity, want, and weakness ap- 
pointed to these, as marks of the peculiar favour or disfavour 
of Providence. 

God, however, knows that there is nothing permanently 
good or evil In any of these things. He sees that nothing is i 
a good but virtue, and that nothing is a virtue save some 
quality of benevolence. On benevolence, therefore, he builds 
the happiness of all his intelligent creatures ; and in this our 
mortal state (our short apparatus for a long futurity), be has 
ordained the relative differences of rich nnd poor, strong and 
weak, sound and sickly, etc., to exercise us in the offices of 
that charity and those affections, which, reflecting and re- 
flected, like mutual light and warmth, can alone make our 
good to all eternity. 

Benevolence produces and constitutes the heaven or 
beatitude of God himself. He is no other than an infi- 
nite and eternal Good Will, Benevolence must, therefore, 
constitute the beatitude or heaven of all dependent beings, 
however infinitely diversified through several departments i 
and subordinations, agreeable to the several natures ajid I 
capacities of creatures. > 

God has appointed human power and human wealth, aa 
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Ehidf and sufficient fund for human want aud weaknesa ; 
which fund, therefore, they have as good a right to resort 
as any other creditors have to respective trusts or deposits ; 
for though poverty and weakness are not creditors by the 
lave of man, they are creditors by the eternal laws of nature 
and equity, and must here, or bereaflor, bring their debtors 
to account. 

Every naan when he becomes a member of this or that 
society, makes a deposit of three several sorts of trusts, that of 
his Life, that of his Libkrtt, and that of his Property, 

Now as every man, in his separate or independent state, 
has by nature the absolute disposal of his property, he can 
convey the disposal thereof to society, as amply and abso- 
lutely as he was, in his separate right, entitled thereto. 

This, however, cannot be said of his life, or of his liberty. 
He has no manner of right to take away his own life, neither 
to depart from his own liberty; he cannot therefore convey 
to others a right and authority which ho hath not in himaelil 

The question then occurs, by what right it is that the 
legislative and executive poivers of community appoint some 
persons to death, and others to imprisonment ? My answer 
is short, and follows : — 

It 18 the right, perhaps the duty, of every man, to defend 
his life, liberty, and property, and to kill or bind the attemp- 
ters. This right he can, therefore, couvey; and on such 
conveyance it becomes the right and duty of the trustees of 
society to put to death or imprison all who take away, or 
attempt the life, liberty, or property of any of its members. 

This right, however, extends to criminal matters only ; 
and it does not yet appear to mo upon what reason, or right 
rule, founded in nature or policy, the several societies of 
mankind h.ive agreed to deUver up their members to slavery, 
to stripes, tortures, or imprisonment, for matters merely 
civil, siicb as debts. 
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Several of the states of Greece, though acfoimtiiig the vest 
of the world as barbnriana, and even the Roman republic, 
dnriDg the times of ita most boasted policy and freedom, 
gave np insolvent debtors (without inquiring into the causes 
or occasions of such insolvency) as slaves, or absolute 
property, into the hands of their creditors, to be sold at will, 
or put to labour, or etarved, macerated, or tortured, in 
order to give value in vengeance, which they could not give 
in coin or other equivalent commodities. 

The Jewish or Mosaic law, though allowing sufficiently, as 
Christ says, for " the hardness of that people's hearts," yet 
gave perfect enlargement to all Jews who were bondmen, 
and perfect remission to all Jews who were personal debtors, 
on every seventh or sabbatical year, and on every seventh 
or sabbatical year, or jubilee, all prisons were thrown open; 
all slaves, though foreigners or aliens, set at liberty, and 
even the lands were enfranchised, however mortgaged, or 
labouring under debt and execution ; that all things, animate 
or inanimate, might have an earnest of that immunity and 
perfect freedom which God originally intended, and keeps 
in store for all his creatures. 

The laws of Egypt permitted no member to deprive the 
pnhlia of the life, liberty, or labour of any other member, 
except he were a criminal not fitting to live, or to be 
suffered to walk at large. In all cases of debtor and credi- 
tor, they equitably appointed value for value, as far as the 
substance of the debtor could reach ; and, in case of insuf- 
ficiency, the insolvent party was obliged to leave in pledge 
the mummies, or preserved bodies, of his deceased ancestors, 
lill, by industry or good fortune, either he or his posterity 
shoald be enabled to redeem them— a matter of refined as 
well as charitable policy ; as nothing was held more infamotu 
among the Egyptians than their inability to produce the 
mummies of their forefathers. 
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The laws of Holland, by their late qualifications, Beem to 
■c^nowiedge the iniquity, or inadequatencsn, of depriving a 
nun of the possibility of earning, merely because be has not 
an Immediate ability to pay. Sensible, therefore, that all 
men are debtors to God, and reciprocally debtor and credi- 
tors to each other, they have ordained that he who im- 
{ii'isons an insolvent debtor shall pay the proper penalty of 
his malevolence or indiscretion, by maintaining the party 
from whom he takes the ability of maintaining himself. 

It must be admitted that, were our laws less severe with 
respect to debtors, were people less afraid of the jail qh fail- 
ure of payment, there would be less credit, and consequently 
less dealing in this bo wondroualy wealthy and trading a 
nation. But if our credit were less, would not our extrava- 
gance lessen also ? Should we see such princely tables 
among people of the lower class ? would so much claret, 
spiiits, and ale, intoxicate a kingdom ? should we see the 
value of a German prince's ransom gorgeously attiring each 
of our belle-dames, if neither merchant, butcher, brewer, 
Isceman, mercer, milliner, nor tailor, would trust ? 

Many of our poor city dealers are yearly undone, ndth 
their families, by crediting persons who arc privileged not 
to pay, or whose remoteness or power places thera beyond 
the reach of the law. For by the return of non-invent. 
generally made upon writs, one would be apt to imagine 
that no single sub-sheriff knew of any such thing as a man 
of fortune, within his respective county, throughout the 
kingdom of Great Britain. 

Before money became the medium of commerce, the simple 
business of the world was carried on by truck, or the com- 
mutation of one commodity for another. But when men 
consented to fii certtun rateable *values upon money, as a 
ready and portable equivalent for all sorts of effects, credit 
waa consequently introducad, by tho engagements of s< 
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pay so mnch mooey in lieu of siich commodities, or to deliver 
Buuh or such commodities on the advance of so much money;' 
and states found it tbeir interest to support such public 
credit by enforcing the performance of anch engagements. 

By the common law of England, no person except the 
king could take the body of another in execution for debt ; 
neither was this prerogative of the crown extended to the 
subject till the statute of Marlbridge, chap. 23, in the reign, 
of Henry III. 

Many contract debts through vanity or intemperance ; or' 
borrow money, or take up goods, with the intention of 
thieves and robbers, never to make return. When auoh 
suffer, they suffer deservedly in expiation of their guilt. 
But there are unavoidable damages by water, by fire, the 
crush of power, o-ipressive landlords, and more oppressive 
lawsuits, death of cattle, failure of crop, failure of payment 
in others ; with thousands of suchlike casnalitiea, whereby 
men may become bankrupt, and yet continue blameless. 
And in all such cases one would think that the present ruin 
was sufiicient calamity, without the escrtion of law to main 
that ruin irreparable. 

As all the members of a community are interested in the 
life, liberty, and labonrs of each other, he who puts the 
rigour of our laws in execution, by detaining an insolvent 
brother in jail, is guilty of a fourfold injury ; first, he robs 
the community of the labours of their brother; secondly, he 
robs bis brother of all means of retrieving his shattered for- 
tune ; thirdly, he deprives himself of the possibility of 
payment ; and lastly, he lays an unnecessary burden on the 
public, who, in charity, must maintain the member whom ho 
in his cmelty confines. 

However, since the seveinty of law is such, that he whose 
e rendered him insolvent must " make satis- 
' (for so the savages esteem it,) by surrendering his 



body to durance for life, it ia surely incumbent on our legis- 
latoFB and governors to make the coDdltion of the unhappy 
sufferers as little grievous as may be. 

But this most Christian duty, this most humane of all 
caiea, is yet to come. When a debtor is delivered up into 
the &ngs of his jailer, he is consigned to absolute 
ind arbitrary slavery ; and woe be to the wretch whose 
poverty may not have left him a sop for Cerberus. How 
more than miserable must be the state of those unhappy 
men, who are shut in fi'om all possible redress or appeal 
against the despotic treatment of their savage keepers, 
whose hearts are habitually hardened to all sense of 
remorse, and whose ears are rendered callous by incessant 
groans I 

"We are credibly informed that it is usual with such keep- 
ers to amass considerable fortunes from the wrecks of the 
wretched : to squeeze them by exorbitant charges and illicit 
deraands, as grapes are squeezed in a vine-press while one 
drop remains ; and then to huddle them together into naked 
walls and wlndowless rooms ; having got all they can, and 
nothing further to regard, save the return of their lifeless 
bodies to their creditors. 

How many of these keepers exact from their distressed pi'ia- 
oners seven and eight shillings per week, for rooms that would 
not rent at a third of that sum in any other part of this city 1 
At times, nine of those wretched prisoners are driven to 
kennel together in a hovel, fit only to stable a pair of horses, 
while many unoccupied apartments ai'e locked up from use. 
Even a sufficiency of the common element of water is re- 
fused to their necessities, an advantage which the felons in 
Newgate enjoy. Public or private benefactions are dissi- 
pated or disposed of at the pleasure of the keepers, regard- 
less of the intention or order of the donors. And the apait- 
ments appointed to these miserable men are generally damp 
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^^M or shattered in the flooring, and exposed, by breach or vant 
^^M of windows, to the indemen<;y of night-air, and all the i-igoiu 
^H of the season. 

^^P But what avail their complaints if the legislature have not 
^^ authorized, or made it the duty, of some especial magistrates 
to examine into and redress these crying abuses? 

But tell me, continued Mr. Fenton, were there any 
prisoners of consideration among the confined debtors ? — A 
few, sir, of note, and many ■who had been well to pass in the 
world. Among these, indeed, it was that every scene and 
species of misery was displayed. There you might see, as 
you have sad, numerous families of wretches, whose thin 
and tattered gannents but ill defended their shivering bodies 
from the inclemency of the elements, that blew through 
; ^shattered windows or came pouring from unstancbed 

These people fared incomparably worse than those of the 
r Tulgar herd ; for, being ashamed to beg at the grates, they 
I had nothing to subsist on save their scanty portions of such 
j charities as happened to be sent in fiom time to time, and 
this scarcely supplied them with a sufficiency of water, black 
) bread and offal ; while the recollections of their former 
affluence added Kharp and bitter poignancy to the sense of 
their present wants. But here conies my pupil ; he will be 
re particular on scenes with which his heart was so melt- 
in gly affected. 

■ Harry then entered, with Mrs. Clement caressing him on 
be one side, and his old dependent N'ed hanging about him 
m the other. 

As soon as Clement and his Arabella had enibr.iced, and 
all were settled and seated — "Well, Harry, said Mr. Fenton, 
will you favour ua with some account of your eKpedition ? 
Have you ever a pretty story for me, my Harry ? — Several 
stories, sir, said Harry, that were sweet pretty stories wheo 
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I heard tliem ; but Mr, Clement hail bettor lell them, they 
tronld be sadly bungled if they came through my hands, iir. 
— The compauy will make allowances, replied Mr, Fenton ; 
let us have these §torie3 in your own way, Harry, just as 

rur memory may happen to serre you. 

On the second day, sir, as my tutor and I were walluiig in 
court-yard of the Fleet Prison, whom should I spy bat 
old master, Mr. Vindex, walking very sad to and Again 
by the wall. lie was so pale and shabby, and so fallen away, 
that I did not rightly know him till I looked at him very 
earnestly. My heart then began to soften and warm towards 
the poor man ; for it told me that something very sorrowfiil 
must have happened, before he could have been brought to 
that condition. So I went up to him, with a £ice, I believe) 
as melancholy as his own. 

How do you do, good Mr. Vindex t smd I. I should be 
glad to see you, if I did not sec you look so sad. He then 
stared at me for some time, and at length remembering me, 
he looked concemed, and turned away to shun me ; bat I 
took him lovingly by the hand, aud said — You mnst not leave 
me, Mr. Vindex; won't you_knn\vyour old scholar, Harry 
Fenton? — Yes, saya he, casting down his mournful eyes, 
I know you now, master ; I know I used you basely, and I 
know why you are come ; bat reproach me and insult me as 
much as you please, all is welcome now, since I cannot lie 
lower till I am l^d in the earth. 

I do not mean to insult you ; this tear will witness for me 
that I do not mean to insult yon, my dear Mr. Vindei ; and 
BO I wiped my eye. Hero are twenty guineas to pnt warm 
clothes upon you in this cold weather. Little and low as I 
am myself I will try to do something better for you ; and so 
give mo one kiss in token that we are friends. 

Tlie poor dear man then opened his broad eyes in a wild 
staro upon me, with a look that was made up half of joy and 
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^^H balf of ehnmc. He then kneeled down, as I auppoaed, that 
^^H I might reach to kiss him, and tuk'tng me into hia arms — ^You 
^^H are not bom of woman ; you arc an angel, an angel 1 he 
^^B cried ; and so he fell a-crying, and cried so sadly, that I could 
^^~ not for my heart but keep him company. 

I did all I could to pacify and make him cheerful, and 
getting him up at last — You must not part with me, Mr. Vin- 
^^_ dex, said I ; we must dine and spend the day together. Here 
^^H ia Mr. Clement, my tutor ; you and he too must be friends. 
^^H I then led him by the hand into a largo ground room that 
^^H Mr. Close, the chief keeper, had appomted for ub ; and I 
^^V ordered dinner to be hastened and brought up. As soon as 
^^H we wero all seated, I began to laugh and joke, after my 
^^H foolish way, in order to make poor Mr, Vindes merry. When 
^^^1 I found that it would not do — Mr. Vindex, said I, be so kind 
^^H to let me know what the money may come to for which you 
^^^B are confined ?~A terrible sum, indeed, my darling, said he; 
^^H no less than a hundred and fifty-two pounds, I then put my 
^^^1 hand in my pocket, and taking out two hilla and a little 
^^H matter of money that made up the sum, I put it into his 
^^H hand, Baying, My friend shall n^vcr lie in jail for such a trifle 
^^^^ as this. 

^^H Having looked for some time at the bills with amazement, 
^^H he turned to my tutor with a doubtful and shamed face — la 
^^H this young gentleman, air, said he, duly authorized to dispose 
^^H of such vast matters aa these ? — He is, says Mr, Clement ; he 
^^B is the carver and disposer of his father's fortune at pleasure ; 
^^H and I am coafident that his father will think himself doubly 
^^H paid, la the use that Ids noble hod has made of his privilege 
^^H this day. 

^^H * A gleam then, like that of sunshine, broke through his 
^^H Bad countenance, as through tlie olonda of a dark day. And 
^^H are yon the one, he cried — ^Are yon the one, Master Harry, 
^^^f whom I treated so barbarously ? You may forgive me, my 
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^^^HUfl oherabim ; yoa indeed maj forg've me ; but 1 never — 

^^^Riever shall forgive myself 1—0 Mr.Vinder ! said I, I would 

very nearly undergo the same whipping again to do you twice 

the kindness, and make you love mc twice as mi:';h as you 

11 ow love me. 

Dinner was now served, and, calling for wine, I filled him 
n bumper in a large glaas, which he drank to the health of 
ray glorious dado, as he colled you, sir. Upon this we grew 
very merry and friendly among one another ; and when din- 
ner waa over, I begged Lim to teU me how he came to be 
put into confinement. 

O, Master Harry 1 he cried, I have sneered all that I have 
• suffered very justly — very justly, for my harsh and cruel 
usage of you. Master Harry. 

After the affair of the hobgoblins, as you know, the ehante 
to wliicli I waa put by ray friglit and by my scourging began 
to be whispered, and then to be noised about the towTi, The 
boys at length catched the rumour, and began to hoot at me ; 
and the more I chastised them the more they gathered about 

Is, and shouted after me — A rod for the flogger; a rod for 
efloggerl 
Ko disease is so deadly, no blasting so banefiil, aa con- 
mpt to a raan in the way of his profession. My boys grew 
iorderly, and behaved themselves in school without respect 
ray person, or regard to my government. Even my inti- 
ites shunned me, and would cast at me a side glance of' 
smiling scorn as they passed. My school then melted from 
me like snow in a fog. Even my boarders forsook me, I 
stood at a high rent; my effects were seized by the land- 
lord. It waa in vain that I solicited payment from the 
parents of my scholars. No one who was indebted to m^ 
^would give me a penny ; while all that I owed came like a 
Sibling house upon rae, and so I was cast into this prison, 
1 whence your bounty has set me free. 
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My poor brokeu-lieartod wife would have aocomponied me 
to jail ; but, as I had not wherewithal to give her a morad 
of bread, I sent her to aii old aunt, who had the humanity to 
take her in. 

Alas, alas 1 poor Mr. Vindex, said I ; had I greased any 
part of the miachiefs that our unlucky pranks have brought 
spon you, I would have put both my handa into the furnace 
of Nebuuhadnczzar rather than have had art or part in such 
tt wickedness ; for herein we acted the Jable of the frogs aud 
the boys — that which was play to ua was death to you, 
Mr. Vindex. 

In conscience, now wo are indebted to you for every mis- 
fortnne we caused you ; and, as you are not yet paid for the* 
half of your sufTeriiigs, I here give you my hand and word 
to make up a hundred and fifty pounds more for you ; and 
0jr this I will not accept the smallest thanks, as I think it ia 
BO moi-e than an act of common honesty. — ^And I, cried Mr. 
Fenton, I hold myself indebted to you a thousand pounds, 
my noble Harry, for that single sentiment,— That's well — 
that's well, sir 1 cried Harry, leaping up and clapping his 
hands ; I shall now be clear in the world with all my poor 
creditors I 

Thus, sir, continued he, it rejoiced my heart greatly to 
Bend poor Mr. Vindex away iu such triumph ; while my 
tutor and I went two or three doors off to see a mighty 
pretty young creature, who was said to be conGned with her 
ancient father. And I will tell you their story, with two or 
tliree other stories, more on account of the incidents that 
happened while we were there, than of any thing else that 

ua wonderful or uncommon in them. 

On lapping at the door, we weie desired to walk in, and 

w a female with her back to us, weaving bone lace on a 
cushion, while an elderly man, with spectacles on, read to her 
in Thomas iL Kompia, They both rose to salute ns. Mr. 
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Clement then stepped up, and seeing what they were about, 
cried — God cannot but prosper your work, good people, 
eince you employ year time to his purposes, both on earth 
and in heaven. As an earnest of his kindness to you, he 
sends you by us a considerable charity, which you shall re- 
ceive as soon as you Inform us who and what you are, mid 
how you came here. — Blessed bo the messengers of my God ! 
cried out the father, whether they come with happy or with 
heavy tidings! I say, with old Eli — ."■ It is the Lord, let him 
do what seeraeth hha good." 

O father ! I was quite charmed when the daughter turned 
to me ; there was such a sweetness, such a heavenly harmless- 
• ncss, in her face, that I conld have kissed her, and kissed 
her, again and again. 

As I had brought a glass and the remainder of our bottle 
with me, we aU got about a board that was half stool and 
half table, and, after a round or two, the good man began 
his story. 

My father's name was Samuel Stem, Ho had a dear 
estate of nine hundred and fifty pounds a year in Sussex ; 
and had by my mother three daughters and four sons, of 
whom I was the second. 

My father, unhappily, was a loyalist ; and when the trou- 
bles broke out between King Charles and the parliament, ho 
took up all the money he oould at any interest, and raised a 
company at his own cost, which he headed on the part of hia 
royal master. 

After some successful skirmishes, his head was split in two 
by the broadsword of a trooper at the battle of Naseby. 
Immediately all our servants forsook ub, each carrying away 
with him whatever came to hand ; and quickly after, thff 
soldiers of the Commonwealth came, carried off all the 
cattle, and left nothing of our house except the bare walls. 

In the mean time, we poor children huddled together into 
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e garden, and there BcparMiug, r»n and crept onder bnshM 
id hedges, ax ho many chickens endeavouring to gain sliel- 
iT from the kite. 

Aa Boon as the noise of the tumnlt was over, wo rose and 
wked about fearfully; and, getting together again, we 
telped one another through the gai'den hedge, and made aa 
ist aa we could to the cottage of ft neighbouring filmier, 
lio had been our fiitlier'a tenant. Here we were received 
tAd]j, and fared but very hardly for that night. On the 
text day, however, in order to get quit of us, as I suppose, 
le man went among our relations, and prevailed on one to 
ikc a son, and another to tako a caughter, till we were all 
[Tided among them ; and so we entered on a kind of ser- 
fioe to our kindred — a service, aa I believe, that ia found on 
IKperience to be much harder and more insulting than any 
lorvice to a stranger. 
I -forgot to tell you, gentlemen, that our mother deceased 
efore onr father engaged in arms, insomuch that we became 
rphans in all respects. I fell to the share of an uncle by my 
tother's side. He had a small estate of about a hundred 
ibd twenty pounds yearly income, with one son, and a 
laughter whom I thought very lovely. 
My nncle appointed me overseer of his labourers, as also 
s occasional clerk, for casting accounts and inditing his let- 
ters, etc. ; but when it was intimated to him that there was 
cret liking between his daughter and me, he called me 
aside, and, taking np a book of profane poems, he kissed it, 
and swore by the contents thereof) that if ever I married hia 
daughter he would not give na a groat. 
If you ever knew what love waa, said he to Mr. Clement, 
I must know that it breaks over stronger fences than 
se. In abort, wo were wedded, and turned out of the 
rtise witlioat any thing to live upon except about the value 
f twenty pounds in small matters, which had been given 
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to my wife from time to time, by Lady Goodly, her god- 
mother. 

We made the best of our way to London. My wife 
understood needlework, and as I kbew that my father-in-law 
was quite irreconcilable, I joined myself to a house-painter, 
to whom 1 gave my time for nothing, on condition of his 
giving me a sight into his business. 

In the third year my dear wife brought this poor creature 
into the world; but happily, she did not encumber mankind 
with any more of our wretched and depending progeny. 

AU our care and delight was fixed on this our little 
dangblcr, and we thought nothing of any pains or labour 
that might serve to introduce her, like herself, into the 

Aa soon aa Charles II, had ascended the throne, onr rela- 
tions were fuUy assured that we should be restored to our 
ancient rights and possessions; and they contriba ted, as it 
were, for their own credit, to set us forth in a suitable man- 
ner for appearing at court. There, accordingly, we attended, 
from time to time, for the space of twelve months, and got a 
number of woeful memorials presented to his majesty ; but 
his m.ajesty was so deeply engaged in his pleasures, or so 
fearful of offending the enemies of his house, that he gave no 
attention to our wrongs. There may bo also something in 
the breasts of the great that excites them to acts of boimty 
rather than acts of jnatice; for these, as they apprehend, 
might be accepted as matter of debt and not as matter of 
favour. 

Being tired of a fruitless suit, I returned to my former 
employment, and, by industry and frugality, I lived with my 
liitio family quite happy and contented. 

About ten months ago, two men came to our lodgings. 
The one was in a rich livery, and, having inquired for my 
dai^hter, presented her with a note to this effect; — "Lady 
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ma Templar sends Diana Stt'rn the encloaed bill of twenty- 
five pounds, in order to put her into some little way of liveli- 
hood. " As ray poor dear child had no cause to suspect any 
fraud or pvil intention in the case, she desired the men to 
return her most humble thanks and duty to her ladyship, and 
away they went. 

As this lady was a distant relation of my wife's father, ray 
daughter in a few days dressed herself in her best, and went 
to return ttianks to her ladyship in person, but was told that 
she waa gone to her seat in the country. 

In the mean time she laid out Iier supposed bounty in fur- 
nishing a little front shop with some millinery wares, and 
was already beginning to get some custom, when one even- 
ing two bailiffs entered, laid an action upon her, and, taking 
her up in their arms, hurried her into a coach that drove up 
to the door. 

My wife and I had rushed out on hearing our cblld shriek ; 
and, seeing a coach set off with her at a great rate, we ran 
after as fast as we could, shouting, and screaming, and cry- 
ing — Stop the coach— stop the coach ! At length a bold fel- 
low who was passing caught one of the horses by the bridle, 
and, while the coachman lashed at him, he took out his knife 
and cut the reins in two. A mob then began to gatbei ; 
whereupon a well-dressed man, who was in the coach, leaped 
out and made his escape, but the coachman was not so lucky; 
the people pulled him from the bos, and having beaten and 
kicked him, they dragged him through the kennel. 

Meanwhile we got our child out, and then the mob over- 
turned the coach, and, jumi)ing upon it, broke and dashed it 
all to pieces. We then thought that we had nothing fui-ther 
to apprehend, and, taking our child between us, we turned 
back and walked homeward; but, aias! wo were not pei'- 
mitted to enter. The two bailiffs met us, and, producing 
their writ, again arrested our daughter at the suit, as they 
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B^d, of Jonatban Delvil, Esq., for the aam of twentjr-fiye 
pounds, wbich he had lent her on such a day. So they con- 
ducted her here, while my wifi: and I accompanied her, 
weeping and sobbing all the way. 

I then took these poor apartments to cover us from the 
weatliev, aud, as my wife grew suddenly sick and fmnt, I 
hastened back to our lodgings and had our bedding brought 

It was now evident that the pretended gift of Lady 
Templar was no other than a diabolical scheme of the villain 
Delvil to get my darling within his fangs; and I cursed my 
own stupidity for not perceiving it at first ; but blessed be 
God, however, in all events, that my lamb was still innocent 
— was still unsullied. 

What with grief and with fright together, my dear wife 
took to her bed, from whence she never rose, but expired on 
the fifth day, blessing and pressing her daughter to her 
bosom. My poor infant then fell as dead beside her mother, 
and could not be recovered from her fit in many hours ; and 
indeed it was then the wish and the prayer of my soul, that 
we might all be laid and forgotten in one grave together. 

As soon as my daj-ling was recovered, however, I again 
wished to live for her sake, that I might not leave her with- 
out a comforter or protector in the midst of a merciless and 
wicked world. 

In order to pay the niu-se-keeper, the doctor, and apothe- 
cary, as also to defray the funeral expenses, I left my child 
with the nurse-keeper, and, going to our former lodgings, I 
sold all her millinery mattera at something under a third of 
prime cost; and having discharged the lodgings, and paid 
tny jail debts, I prepared to lay my precious deposit in the 
womb of that earth which is one day to reuder her back 
incorruptible to etemity. 

When the corpse was can-ying out at the door, my child 
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fell once more into fits, and I was divided and quite dis- 
tracted aboQt what I abould do, whether to stay with the 
living, or pay my duty to the dead. But I will no longar . 
detiun you with melaiieholy matters, since all worldly grietk, 
■with all worldly joys alao, must shortly be done away. 

As soon as I understood that Lady Templar was returned 
to town, I waited upon her, and giving hor an abndgment 
of our manifold miiifortuues, I produced the note that had 
written in lier name ; but she coldly replied that it was 
Dot her hand, and that she was not answerable for the frauds 
or vUlanies of others. 

Meanwhile, my dear girl aocused herself as the cause of all 
our calamities, and pinod away on that account as pale as 
the sheet she lay in. She was alao so enfeebled by her 
fiuutisb and eiok fits, that she was not able to make a third 
of her usual eaminga; and aa I, on my part, was also dis- 
qualified from labouring in my profession, since I did not 
dare to leave ray child alone and unsheltered, we were ■ ■ 
reduced to a state of tlie greatest extremity. 

One day word was brought mc that a gentleman, a few 
doors off, desired to apeak with mo; and as they who are 
■inking catch at any thing for their support, my heart 
flattered in tbc hope of some happy reverse. Accordingly I 
{bllowed the moMsenger. His appearance in dress and person 
was altogether tlial of the gentleman. 

He ordered all others out of the room, and requesting me 
to sit beside him, in a half whispering voice he began : — I am 
come, Mr. Stem, i'rom one whom you have great reason to 
account your greatest enemy ; I come from Mr. Deh-il, at 
whose suit your daughter now lies in prison, I atai'ted. — Be 
patient, sir, he said. He knows your distressea — he knows 
all your wants — he knows also that he is the author of them ; 
yet I tell you that he feels them as if they were bis own, and 
that it was not his enmity, but his love, that occasioned them. 
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He depends on las old uncle Dimmock for a vast fortune 
in expectation. He saw your d.iHgliter, and loved her; he 
saw her again, and loved lier to raudiiess. He inquired her 
family, her character, and found that he had nothing lo 
expect fi-ora any licontioua proposal. He feared, however, 
that all must love her as ho did, and, to prevent other pirates, 
he made use of the stratagem which, contrary to his inten- 
tions, has brought you here. He never meant any thing dis- 
honourable by your daughter. Had he carried her clear off, 
you might all have been happy together at this day ; and, if 
yon consent, he will marry her here in the presence of a few 
witnesses, wlio shall be sworn to secrecy till his uncle's death ; 
and he will instantly pay you down three hundred pounds iu 
recompense for your sufiei^gs, and will settle one hundred 
pounds annuity on your child for life. 

I must own that, to one iu my circumstances, this proposal 
had something. very tempting in it. But who is this Mr, 
Delvil ? said I. I know him not ; I never saw him. — I am 
the man, sir, said he. I would havo discharged my action aa 
I came to this place ; but I dare not permit your daughter 
to get out of my custody; for, at the loss of my fortune — - 
at the loss of my life — I am determined that no other man 
living shall possess her.^I then promised him that I would 
make a faithful narration to mj child of all that had passed, 
but told him, at the same time, that I would wholly subscribe 
to her pleasure ; and so we parted. 

As soon as I represented this matter to my Diana — O no I 
niy papa, she cried ; it is impossible — it never can be ; I would 
do any thing — suffer any thing — but this, for your relief. 
Would you act the marriage of the lamb and the wolf in the 
fable ? If such have been the consequences of this gentle- 
man^s affection for us, what have we not to expect from the 
effects of his aversion? I would prefer any kind of death to 
e with such a man. And then, my mother, she cried, 
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and burst into tears — my dear mother whom he has mar. 
dered I Though he were worth half the world, and would 
marry me publicly in the lace of the other half, it will not 
be— it cannot be, indeed, my papa ! 

Ilereupon I writ Mr. Delvil almost a liteial account of ray 
daughter's answer. It is nearly five weeks bidcb this hap- 
pened, and wo have not heard any thing further of him. In 
this time, however, we got acquainted with a family at the 
next door, whose converse has been a great consolation to us. 
There is a father and mother, and seven small children — boya 
and girls ; they are very worthy people, and of noble descent ; 
but how they contrive to live at all I cannot conceive, for 
they have no visible means of making a penny. Had we not 
known them, we should have thought oaraelvea the poorest 
of all creatures. We must own thom more deserving of 
your charity than wo are. 

Here poor Mr. Stern ended ; and you oannot think, dada, 
how my heart leapt with love towards him, on his recom- 
mending others as more deserving than himself. So I re- 
solved at once what to do, and taking two fifty pound notes 
fiom my pocket-book — Tou shall not be under the necessity, 
Mr, Stem, saya I, of marrying your pretty lamb here to the 
ugly wolf; so here ia fifty pounds to pay your action and 
fees, and other small debts. 

On taking the note he looked at it very earnestly ; and 
when he saw it was a true note, be opened his eyes and his 
mouth so wide, and stood so stifi; without stirring hand or 
foot, that he put me in mind of Lot's wife who was turned 
into a pillar of salt. However, I did not seem to mind him, 
but turnmg to his daughter, and shewing her the other note, 
Miss Diana, says I, here is fifty pounds for you also, in order 
to set you up in your little shop again ; but you shall uot 
have it without a certain condition, — ^What i-imdition, mas. 
terP she said, smiling. — The condition, Bays I, of putting 
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your arms about my neck, and giving me one or two sweet 
kisses. She then looked earnestly nt me with eyes swim- 
ming with pleasure ; and starting suddenly to me, and 
catching me to her bosom, she kissed my lips and my 
forehead, aud my head, again and again ; and then set up as 
lamentable and load a cry as if her father had lain a corpse 
before her. 

Mr. Stern then lifted up his eyes, and dropping on his 
knees — O my God ! he cried, how bountiful art thou to a 
wretch who is not worthy the least of all thy mercies! 
Hereupon the daughter turned, and seeing the posture of her 
father, she fell on her knees before him, and throwing her 
arms about him, he folded her in his also, and they wept 
plentifully upon each other. 

How comes it that crying should be so catching ? How- 
ever it be, Mr. Clement and I could not contain ; and I shall 
love him better during life for the tears that he ahed on that 



On hearing a smart rapping, Mr. Stem rose and opened 
the door, where a footman, almost breathless, dehvered him 
a letter. The letter was to the purpose that Mr, Dolvil was 
ill of a quinsy, that he had but a few hours to live, and 
requested Mr, Stem to bring his daughter to him, that, by 
marriage, he might give her a lawful title to his fortune. No, 
papa I cried Diana ; living or dead, nothing shall ever bribe 
me to give my hand to a man who has had a hand in the 
death of my dearest mother, 

Mr, Clement, however, thought it advisable that Mr. 
Stem should attend the messenger, to see if Mr. Delvil was 
really ill, or whether this might not be some new-contrived 
treachery. 

This was a day of successes to poor Mr, Stem. "We had 
promised to stay with his Diana imtil his return ; and he 
bad not been long gone till some one tapped at the door. 
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I opened it, and saw an exceeding old and revorcnd mon^ 
be was dressed all in black, and his white head looked like 
mow on the feathers of a raven. Is Tom Stem here ? B^d 
he. — No, sir, said I, lie is gone into town. — I thought he was 
ft prisoner. No, fir, it is not he, but his daughter who is 
under confinement. — Will you give a feeble old man leave to 
sit with you, gentlemen ? and so down he sat. Come here 
to me, child, saya he to Diana; are yon a daughter of Tom 
Stem? — I am, sir, so please yon. — And M-hat waa your , 
mother's name? — Ann Roche, sir; but, alas! she is not liv- 
ing, — I was the cause of her death; she broke her heart, 
good sir, on my being put to jail, — I hope, child, said the 
old gentleman, that you were not imprisoned for any thing 
that was naughty. — No, sir, no 1 cried Mr, Clement, it was 
her honesty alone that brought and kept her here ; had she 
been less virtuous she might have been at liberty, and tiannt- 
ing about in her coach. 

The old man then put on his spectacles, and ordering hor 
to draw nearer; he took a hand in each of his, and, looking 
intently in her face — ^What is your name, my dear ? said he ; 
Diana, honoured sir, — That is a pretty and chaste name, for 
an anehristian name. Indeed, Diana, you are a sweet babe, 
and the prettiest little prisoner that ever I saw. I will pay 
all yonr debts, and give you a thousand pounds, over, if you 
will come along with me, and be my prisoner, Diana. — Ah, 
«ir! cried the girl, it is too much to have broken the heart 
I of one parent already; I would not leave my dear father 
L for any man with all the money in all the world. — You do not 
leave your father, ho cried, by going with me, Diana. I 
am your true father, the father of Nanny Roche, the 
father of her who bore you — your own grandfather, my 
Diana, 

Here she sunk on her knees, between his knees, begging 
Md beseeching his blessing ; while his hands and eyes ware 



TRB FOOT, OF QCALnr- 



in prayer over her. He tUeii rnised her, and placing 

r gently on his knee, clasped her in his aged arms ; while 
she tbrew hers about his neck, and joining her cheek to his, 
Bobbed aloud, and poured her teafs into his bosom. The 
old gentleman, liowever, did not express his concern by word 
or sob, or even any change of hia countenance ; and yet hia 
tears fell fast down his reverend and delightful features, upon 
his grandchild. 

This was a very pleasing, though a very affecting sight. 
As soon as the height of their passion was something abated, 
Rlisa Diana turned her eye towards me, and siud — You were 
pleased, my grandpapa, to promise that you would pay my 
debts, but that ia done already. This imgel here was seat 
to prevent all others; and he further presented me with 
this bill for £60, to set me up in a better shop than I kept 
before. 

I rejoice, cried the old man, I rejoice to find that so much 
of heaven is still left npon earth. But you, my Diana, are 
uow in a condition rather to give charity than receive it 
from any. Tour dear nncle Jeremy, who traded to the 
West Indies, lately died of the smallpox on hia passage 
homeward. You are the heir of his fortunes, and the heir 
ofmyfoitmie; you are the whole and sole lady of all our 
possessions. But, toll rae, how much did this young gentle- 
man advance in your favour ? — A hundred pounds, air. 

He then took out a banker's note of a hundred pounds, 
and, having offered it to mc, I did not dare to refuse it, for 
fear of offending the honour of the respectable old gentle- 
man ; so I held it in my hand after a doubting manner. — My 
dear Miss Diana, says I, I will not be put to the pain of 
taking this back again, but on the condition of your telling 
me to whom I shall give it ? — -0, she cried out instantly, to 
the babies, to the sweet babies at the next door ! I wish to 
heaven I had as mach more to add to it for their sakea. 
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[ then inquired the name of her &TOurite family at the 
next iloor, »Dd being told that it was Rnth, I looked over 
my list, and found that Mr. Ruth was in for above Bcren 
hundred pounds. This grieved me vory much, as such a 
sum nearly amounted to the half of our whole stock. How- 
ever, I comforted myeelf with the hope that God would send 
Bomo one else to make up to this poor family what should 
be wanting on my part, 

Mr. Stem just then returned. I beg pardon, said he, 

gentlemen, for detwning you so long, bat I could not avoid 

it. The unhappy man is actually dying a very terrible death, * 

^ indeed, la his full strength, and almost in his full health, 

' Btifling and gasping for air, wbiuh the aivelling of his glands 

will not soBFer to pass. 

As soon as I entered, lie beckoned to me, and put this 

paper sealed into my hand. And again, observing that I 

was agitated and deeply ooucemed for the state in which he 

laboured, he reached out his hand to me, and grasping my 

right hand, put this ring upon my finger. This paper con- 

tmns, under bis hand and se.il, a discharge of the action 

I which he laid upon my daughter, as also a conveyance to us 

1 of the cash notes enclosed, amounting to three hundred 

r pounds, in consideration, as he recites, of our losses and 

r unjust sufferings. And bo, my dear Mr. Fenton, I here re- 

[ turn you your £100 with all possible acknowledgments, and 

I a sense of the obligation that will never leave me during life. 

E Sir, said I, you must eiciise me ; I am already paid. That 

L gentleman yonder compelled me to accept of the very sum 

I you offer. 

r Mr. Stern then started, and turning, ho saw hia uncle ; 
I and, eyeing him inquisitively, at length recollected who he 
I Was, He then stepped up, and falling on his knees before 
Oliin— 0, air 1 he cried, your pardon, your pardon ! TIs all 
p presume to ask ; I dare not hope for your blessing. 
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Worn, saJJ the old gentlcmau, I wanted to be even witb 

; I wanted to seduce yonr daughter, as you seduced 
mine. But youi- daughter, Tom, though come of very rebel- 
lions parents, would not be seduced. However, as I have 
taken a liking to her, she must oome along with me, whether 
she will or no. And as Jacob said to Joseph concerning 
Ephraim and itanasseli, she shall be mine and not thine, 
Tom ; and my name and iho name of my fathers shall be 
named upon her, according to her inheritance. But if you 
have any affection for this, my child, Tom, and are unwilling 
to part with her, you may follow her, and welcome. 

Soon after we got up, and, having congratulated this 
happy family on the blessing of their meeting and reconcili- 
ation, I stepped to the old gentleman, and catching him 
about the neck, tenderly took my leave of him, as I did also 
of Mr, Stem. But when I went to take leave of the fair 
Diana, she drew some steps backward, and her eyes and 
Bweet featupea beginning to swell, she again run forward, 
and catching me in her dear arms — O, my darling, my 
darling, my darling 1 she cried ; am I then going to lose you, 
it may bo never to see yon more 1 were it bnt once in a 
week, in a month, in a year, to behold you, even that would 
keep rae alive for all the remainder. my best, my most 
generous, my first preserver! it is you who might be the 
seducer — who might make me and others run after yon 
barefoot. But if we must part, my little angel, do but 
promise to know me in heaven, and there your poor Diana 
will meet you, never to part any more. 

What could I say or do, sir, in answer to the dear girl ? 
My heart swelled almost to bursting while she caressed and 
wept over rae. At length, with words as well as my tears 
would give me leave to pronounce them, I demanded the 
name of the phice to which she waa going, and promised to 
pay her a visit aa soon as possibly I could. Wo then parted 
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I very melancholy, notwithstanding nil oar euocess ; and, 
I going out, I wiped my eyes, and begged Mr. Cicment to 
I order tea and collee, with u comfortable entertainment, for 
the Ihmily at tlie next door, wliile I should go in and intro- 
I duce myself us well aa I coidd. 

I Having tapped gently at the door, it w.ia opened by a ' 
I Hltle ragged boy of about five yeara old. Mra, Ruth sat full 
I in my view, and her three little danghtera stood before her, 
I while s!io esamined them in the Old Testament queatioua of 
I who waa the first man, and the wisest man, and the strong- 
[ est man, and the oldest man, and, above all, the man after ' 
I God's own heart P ' 

I Mrs. Ruth was a fine woman, and had a great deal of ' 
I humble dignity about her. I bowed to her as I entered, 
I »nd, going fami!iai-ly up, I took hor by the hand and kissed 
I it. — Allow mc, madam, aaid I, to introduce a little neigh- 
I bour to yon. I lodge within a few doors, and shall liiink 
I myself happy in being acquainted in your fiimily. — Alas I my 
f dear, says she, there are very few who seek acquruntance 
I with calamity, — They who wish to relieve it seek acqaalnt- 
f ance with it, madam. 

I Having eyed me all over with an eamest kind of surprise 
I — Ton look, my love, aaid she, to be very good-natnred, 
and, I daresay, will be veiy charitable when ybu come to 
have the ability. — The little ability I have, madam, shall be 
strained for your service. In the mean time, pray pardon 
the freedom I have taken in ordering tea and cofiee into 
your room, with some cakes and siveetmeata for these pretty 
niiases. 1 will only trouble yoii, madam, with one gneat 
more ; it is Mr, Clement, my tutor, who, good man, has been 
DO stranger to poviirty or distress. 

Here she called Mr. R-th from an inner room, — Give me 

leave, my dear, says she, to introduce a young stranger to 

I you; from what world lie comes I know not, but I am 
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sure that he is not wholly of the world that we have live^ 

Mr. Ruth's coantenaiicu Bpoko Ht once the meekness of 
Moses and the patience of Job. II:iviug saluted, we both 
sat down. — Mr, Ruth, said I, I have a message to you and 
your lady from your sweet, pi-etty neiglibour, Mr. Diana 
Stem. In token of her respect and, afibction for you, shu 
presents you with this cash-note of a Imndred pounds. — 
Diaua Stern I cried out Mr. Ruth ; why, master, she is nearly 
as poor as ourselves.^Ey no means, sir, I assure you; 
her grandfather has come to town; she is worth several 
thousands, besides a considerable estate to which she ia 
heiress. — the dear creature I the dear angel ! cried Mra. 
Ruth ; I will instantly go and pay her my acknoH'ledgments. 
So up she got, and out she run, before I could prevent her. 

As soon as she was gone— Mr. Ruth, says I, my father is 
much fonder of me than I deserve. He has given me a 
little money to dispose of at pleasure among the confined 
debtors ; and, though I may not have enough to answer 
your occasions, yet my father is so very good and so very 
generous, that if you give mc the sum of your debts, with 
the story of your distresses, his heart, I am sure, will melt, 
and he will set you clear in the world. 

He made no answer, however, to this my offer, but, lift- 
ing up his eyes, he cried — Well mightest thou say, great 
Saviour of the simple, "Suffer little children to come unto 
rae, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." O thou babe of 
the manger ! " thou first-born of many brethren ;" here, 
indeed, is a dear and true little brother of thine ; but he 
speaks in his simplicity, and not according to knowledge ! 
Then, turning towards me — Can you guoas, my darling, 
said he, what you undertake to do for me ? I question if 
the charities of all this nation would be sufficient, when 
nnited, to effect my deliverance. Kotliing — nothing, but 



IW TDE FOOL OF yL'AlJTV. 

^h6 arm of the Almighty can do it. He will do it, indeed; I 
I death ; but what then shall hecome of my wife and I 
seven in&nte ? that trnly is terrible — is worse than deal^ to 
thmk of 1 I 

While we were speaking, two sweet litllo fellows came ia, , 
the eldest very neaily of my size, but both clad in very thin 
and poor-looking apparel. Ilaving kneeled for theii- father's 
blessing, they slipped behind us ; and, turning iny bead to 
observe them, I was quite ashamed, and drew it back agiun 
on perceiving that the poor things were unlading their pock- 
ets of old crusts and broken meats, which I supposed they 
had begged for the family. 

Mrs. Ruth just then returned, and her countenance looked I 
something dejected. She took her seat by her husbaad, j 
and, continuing a while silent, she put her handkerchief 
before her eyes, and began in broken words — Can you guess, 
my dear, said she, what sort of a creature this is whom wo 
have got among ua ? This little heavenly impostor, to . 
lighten our obligation, would have persuaded us that the 
hundred pounds was the gift of another ; but it is all his 
own bounty — it is all his own graciousness. Come, my 
daughters — come, my children, kneel down and retnm your 
thanks to this your patron, your benefactor, your little lather 
here I 

O, sir, you would have pitied me sadly had yon seen me 
at this time I The poor dear things came, all in a cluster, 
pressing, and catching, and clasping, and clinging about me, 
while my love and my very heart was torn, as it were, to 
fritters among them. So I took them one by one in my 
arms, and kissed and embraced them very cordially, calling 
them my brothera and sisters. I then took out another 
hundred-pound note, and giving it to the eldest of the 
daughters — Here, my dear, said I, I always loved the little 
misses better than the little v is for yourself and 
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your sisters, to clothe you in a way more becoming yonr 
family. And then, tsikiug a note of equal value, I gave it to 
the eldest son, for himself and his brothers, aa I said, to help 
to educate them in a manner more agreeable to the house 
from whence they came, 

Mr, and Mrs. Ruth looked so astonished at me, and at 
each other, that for a while they were not able to utter a 
syllable ; and, just as they began to make their actnowtedg- 
ments, I cried — Hush, hush ! bore comes my tutor. 

Mr. Clement just then entered, followed by several ser- 
vants, who carried a tea equipage, cold fowl, baked meats, 
with pastries and some wine. 

Having introduced Mr. Clement, we all got round the 
table, and after a tea and a ihrther regale, I besought Mr. 
Ruth to give us the story of his misfortunes. 

My father, said he, was baron of Frankford. He left my 
brother with the title, four thousand five hundred pounds 
a-year entailed, however, upon me, in case of his dying with- 
out male issue ; and he loft me a small inheritance of four 
hundred pounds yearly, to support in some measure the 
appearance of a gentleman. 

As my concern bordered on my brother's estate, we saw 
one another every day, and continued for several years in 
straight and tender amity. 

Being botii invited one day to dine with othej company, 
at the house of a neighbour called Mr, Heartless, a question 
happened to be stMrted over the bottle, whether the method 
of setting an egg on end was originally the invention of 
Columbus, or whether it was communicated to him by some 
other, and I unhappily espoused the opinion that was oppo- 
site to that of my brother. 

Now, though the question was not worth the very shell 
of the egg about which we debated, yet we entered as warmly 
into it as though a province had lain at stake ; for it is not 
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I truth or ingtruotion that diaputants seek aflcr — it is victorj 
^llono that is the object of their contention. 

After some warm words and personal retorts had pUBed 

I l>etweeii my brother nttd me, he started into sudden paason, 

i luiil gave me the lie ; whereupon, reaching across the table, 

rl gave him a tap on the cheek with the flat of my fingers, 

f then rising furiously from hu scat, he sworo a fearful oath, 

' Mid cried — I will ruin yon, Harry, though it cost mo my 

estate ; I will ruin you, Harry Rath, with all who are yours. 

The very next day he mustered his tenants and labourers, 

and, coming upon me with a little army, he laid most of my 

L fences level with the earth. 

f When I complained of this violence to my next neigh- 

r bours, Mr. Heartless and Mr. Hollow, they protested they 

would stand by mu against such outrageous proceedings to 

the last of thuir furtuncs. They then advanced me, between 

them, five hiiiulrod pounds for the purpose. I immediately 

I commenced suit against my lord's tenants. But, though I 

y oast them all with costs, I unhappily found that nearly all 

my money was sunk in the contest. 

Meantime, scarce a day passed wherein I was not served 
with a subpffina from chancery, to answer such or such a bill, 
to which my brother had procured me to be made a party. 
And he also entered a suit agmnst me himself in order to 
invalidate my father's will, whereby I cldmed my little 
patrimony. 

When I told this to my fiiend Mr. Hollow, ho broke into 
a loud laugh. Your title 1 cried ho ; the world cannot invali- 
date your title, Mr. Ruth ; I will let you ha^■e a thousand 
pounds upon it to-morrow ; and this I was under the neoca- 
sity of accepting soon after. 
Contention serves, with mutual hands, to shut every door 
P agiunst reconciliation. The more I had loved my brother, 
w tile more I now detested him. Instead of any submiasion 
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or overture to appease him, my lips nttered, in daily 
mTectives, the overflowings of my Jieart; as I also was 
lusnred that, on liis part, he wished me nothing less than 
elernal peidition. Thus we burned, on both sides, with uti- 
quenchabte fire, and the kingdom of Satan was folly opened 
witbin US. 

At length my body was imprisoned, at the suit of uiy 
neighbour Heartless, for £750, and my lands were taken 
under execution, at the suit of my neigbboar Hollow, fur 
the sum of £3000. But I soon was informed that all this 
money was my brother's, who had advanced it from time 
to time, to those his clandestine correspondents, in order to 
hasten and deepen my destruction. When I understood 
this I raged— I was all on fire ; and I took a horrid pleasure 
in the notion of having the fangs of a tiger, that I might 
tear my brother piecemeal, and my false friends limb from 
limb, and feast my spirit on their pangs, and mine eyes on 
their carnage. 

But irhen I turned a look on my wife and seven infants, 
grief joined with rage to rend me by a double distraction. 
I cursed the lot to which I was appointed upon earth, and I 
should have sought some desperate means of putting an end 
to my torments and existence together, hut that I dreaded, 
by my death, to give pleasure to my brother, ten times more 
tlian I dreaded the pMu of death itself. 

O my friends ! had all that ever were sainted come and 
preached to me the peace of oar Lord Christ at that season, 
it would have been no more than beating the air, or striving 
with so many sponges to make an impression on a block of 
marble. It is distress alone that, by oppression, makes im- 
pression — that preaches the internal doctrine of sensible 
mortification, and humbles a proud spirit by plucking away 
all its props. 

At first, I was a worm under the foot of my God. I 
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turned and struggled, and wrilhed, and fonght with all my 
force against the crusher. But, alas ! all waa in vain ; he 
was too roiglity for me, and opposition scrred only to add to 
my anguish. 

At length I waa compelled to acquiesce, rather through 
the want of power than the want of will to resist. And I 
lay, as it were, without motion under his dispensations ; at 
the same time that my heart reproached him in secret. 

Having sold all our moveables, and even onr wearing 
apparel, for sustenance, we were reduced to the necessity of 
sending our eldest boys to beg fragments of victuals at 
kitchen- windows, to keep us from utterly famishing. This 
I held to be such a further shame and disgi'ace as stung my 
soul to the quick ; I therefore began to kick against these 
pricks also ; but finding that the more I spumed, the stronger 
I was held and pressed into the dust, I gave up all resistance, 
and contented myself with grieving and weeping under the 
hand of the Almighty. 

From hence I gradually sunk into a state of resigned 
serenity, which, although without sunshine, was yet without 
disturbance. My fury smoothed its crest, my passions sub- 
sided, and I felt nothing more of rancour against my brother, 
or resistance against my God. 

The activity of the soul will find itself employment. As I 
had now no further prospect or concern upon earth, I began 
to turn my thoughts and attention towards heaven. I locked 
myself into yonder closet. I threw myself into the dust, I 
have sinned, I cried— I have greatly sinned, God I I am 
nothing — I am crushed even lower than the nothing that I 
•am ; spare, spare me from a deeper perdition, I beseech 
theel 

I felt that my prayer was heard ; peace descended npon 
ine like dew upon the night ; the day-star began gradually 
^to dawn to my soul ; the dark kingdom of Satan gave way 
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! llie kiugdom of the Son of liglit and lovo ; and I 
"^ould no more have entertained any one of my former paa- 
sions than I would have taken burning coals and have but- 
toned them up in my bosom. 

I was greatly delighted, fiilher, with this part, and some 
more of Mr. Ruth's atory: and I got him to repeat it over 
and over, that I might remember it the better. 

I now, continued he — I now pitied my brother as much as 
ever I had hated him, I grieved for having caused the loss 
of his peace. I wished to restore it to him. I wrote a peni- 
tential acknowledgment of my faults. I besought hia par- 
don, in the humblest manner, for the unfortunate blow. I 
subscribed to the justice of my subsequent sufferings ; and 
I sent my son here, to attend hia lordship with my lowly 
address. 

The triumph which this humiliation gave to ray brother, 
supplied him with patience to go through my memorial. 
But then conceiving, as I suppose, that it was dictated by 
mercenary meanness and hypocrisy, he tore it to pieces and 
dashed it into the fire. Then returning to my child the box 
which had so inflamed the sou! of his lordship, he kicked my 
poor little fellow out of hia house. 

My child came home to me weeping sadly ; but I consoled 
him the best I could, and mingled my tears with his ; not in 
any resentment for the treatment received, but through grief 
for the inveteracy of my unhappy brother. O my God I I 
cried, I no longer repine at my abasement, at the weight of 
my sufferings and mortifications I I blesa thee for them, 
O God I they have proved my best Mends, my most salutary 
physicians. Cruel and stern, indeed, is the porter who 
stands at the iron gate of pain ; but O, it opens upon regions 
of inward delight; for lie who clothed himself with the 
cross is all glorious within. 

My happy experience of this truth opened for me a new 
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prospect in the mystery of God's dispensation to mortals, 
and threw a number of shining lights on tljose very articles 
of gospel-redemption which had formerly "appeared to me so 
exceptionable and gloomy. If God, said I to myselij bath 
man to lall, he hath also provided for him every 
ipOBsiblo means of recovery and restoration. 

Wherefore, when sin came into the world, God also sent 
snfiering, ita inseparable attendant, to be a cure and an anti- 
dote to the poison thereof. If ein, tberefore, hath tbrust the 
kingdom of heaven from within us, saffci-ing comes aa God's 
forerunner ; it relaxes and unfolds the braien gates of onr 
polluted temple, that Christ, our rigliteousness, may enter, 
the very hem of whose garment is salvation to every BOUl 
that lays hold upon it. 

Here I took Mr, Ruth about the neck, and kissing him, 
nid, that I w.ia sure my father would be ^tdlling to pay his 
whole debt, in return for the sweet instructions which he 
had given to hia Harry. — Tou speak of your father, my dear, 
Raid ho, as though ho were the representative of God in the 
Gospel, who forgave to his servant ten thousand talents. 
What you have given me already, master, is beyond any 
human bounty that I ever heard of. I shall, therefore, lay 
by two of these notes, till I am better informed how far 
your good father may be satisfied with the donation. 

Soon after we took leave, for the present, of this honour- 
able family. We then went among the other prinapal 
debtors, whose distresses indeed were great, though their 
stories, except one, had little singular in them. In order to 
make our money go afi far as we could, we hurried here and 
there through the town, compounding with the several cre- 
ditors, fi-om eight to ten and twelve and fifteen shillings in 
the pound ; so that, for about six hundred pounds, wj dis- 
ehargcd a number who were indebted to the amounl of a 
tiiousand. 
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1 Tnesday about noon, in the last week, I stepped to 
K. Ruth's, to see if the family had been decently clad, 
agreeable to my request. There I found him and his four 



3 clothed 
and he told 
daughtei-s, i 

While I s 



and clean, though very coarse, apparel ; 
le that hia wife had gone abroad with her three 
order to put them also into a suitable oondi- 

, with him, a young v 



ime in, of a very 
appearance, though in a plain dress. Don't you 
remember the girl, sir, said she, to Mr, Ruth, who used to 
come to you over night, in a green kerchief and a little red 
mantle? — I should be very ungrateful, indeed, said he, if any 
change of dress could conceal from my remembrance that 
sweet and charitable countenance. — O sir ! she cried, the few 
shillings that I have brought you, from time to time, came 
from a very affectionate hand, though from a hand you 
would little Buspect of any affection towards you ; they 
came from your loving niece, Belinda Ruth, who has shed 
many a shower of tears on your misfortunes. — May heaven 
be her portion, cried out the good man, smce eai-th has 
nothing equal to so much goodness ! — Indeed, sir, continued 
the girl, the little that your niece sent yon was procured 
with much difRculty and danger to herself; for from the 
time that, ou her knees and with a deluge of tears, she peti- 
tioned her father in your behalf, he kept a watchful eye over 
her, and took from her all family trusts, so that she had 
nothing wherewith to supply you except the price of some 
cast gowns, and of other little matters that she feigned to 
have lost. Moreover, my lord swore vehemently, that if 
ever she furnished you with the value of a farthing, or kept 
any kind of correspondence with you or with yours, he 
would disown and turn her into the public streets. 

You alarm me greatly, cried out Mr. Ruth. Is any thing 
amiss — has any thing happened to my dear child? She was 
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a lovely little lamb — a little angel from her cradle, though I 
Bhoiild not know her now if she stood erect before me. I 
Lope, I say — lell me proceed, I beseech yon ! 

There was a servant, sir, a man whom your niece thought 
very faithful, and therefore intrusted wilh the secret, of my 
coming to you, that he might attend and see me safe back 
again. This fellow, presuming on the confidence that was 
placed in him, would this morning have taken liberties ivith 
his yotmg mistress. This she resented in a becoming man- 
ner, and threatened to complain of his insolence to her father. 
Tiie revengeful villain instantly ran and told the affair to his 
lord, with many aggravations, as though his daughter was 
robbing him of all his substance. Thereupon she was hastily 
called, and having in part confessed the charge, my lord 
drew his sword in his fury, whereupon, giving a shriek and 
a sudden spring, she got out of his presence, and has sent me 
to know, sir, if you will bo pleased to receive her? 

Tea, cried Mr. Ruth, to my bosom, to my heart ! with tba i 
same pleasure and welcome that a convict receives pardon on 
the hour of eieciition. 

Just then Mra, Ruth entered, with her three daughters, 
who, running up to their father, dropped together on their 
knees before him for a blessing. 

While his hands and eyes were rinsed in prayer over them, 
the young stranger stepped earnestly up, and falling on her 
^nees beside the daughters, she broke into tears, and cried 
aloud — Bless me, bless me also, my father 1 I am your 
niece, your Belinda. My father is no more! Tours, my 
lord, is the title, yours all the possession I I now, in my 
turn, depend on your bounty for a morsel of bread, — My 
brother, my brother dead ! exclaimed Mr. Rnth. — He is, my 
lord, she replied ; he was suffocated by his rising choler, and 
expired on the spot. 

While the young lady spoke, Mrs. Ruth looked as quite 
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terrified by the' tidings of such a sadden elevation ; and clap- 
ping her hands together, and lifting her eyes, she cried — ^It 
cannot be, it is impossible I Ours the title, ours the fortune ! 
— O my God I — O my husband 1 — O my children I — ^and down 
she dropped. 
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CHAITER III. 



"While Harry was speaking, Ned saw a woman standing 
before one of the windows; and loolting earnestly at lier, lie 
gave a sudden jump, aud dancing about, cried — 0, sir, ^I 
my mammy, my mammy! there's my maniray, as sure aa 
day I 

Run, Ned, instantly, cried Mr. Fcnton, and call Jamos to ' 
me. James, yonder's the woman who stole Ned from hia 
parents ; have an eye to lier, do not let her escape 1 Order 
Frank to take a horse and go with all speed to Mr. and Mrs. 
Fielding, that they may come and kuow, of a surety, whether 
Ned is their child or not — Stay a moment ; as soon as you 
have given Frank his orders, take the rest of the servants 
and lay hold on this bad woman ; bring her into the house 
by force, and confine her in one of the back rooms till Mr. 
Fielding arrives. By all Ned's account, she must be a veiy 
sad creature, and deserves no favour. 

James went oat with alacrity upon his commission j and 
having executed matters with his accustomed punctuality, he 
returned to the company, 

0, sir I cried James, it is impossible that this woman 
should be Ned's mammy, aa he called her. This is some ■ 
unhappy decaj-ed gentlewoman, as innocent of the fact, I 
dare answer, as the child unborn, I am sorry, with all my 
heart, that I had her used so roughly. Besides, sir, she is so 
deaf that she can't answer to anything of which she may be 
accused. 
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"Wlien we took her in hand alie was terribly frighted. 
Come, says I, raistreas, you must now give au account of all 
your wickedness, — Ennis, saya she, Ennis ? No, but Enfield ; 
five miles beyond Enfield, with the Rev, Mi-, Catharines. — I 
know nothing, said I aloud, of your Eiifields or your Catha- 
rines; but I tell you that you must now answer for tlic life 
that you have led. — ^Dead, deadl says she, God forbid 1 A 
dear and good master he was to me, I am sure. I liave Hvod 
with him these five years, and he gave me money etiougU to 
bear my charges ; but I fell sick at St. Alban's and spent all, 
and I have been these three days creeping along, and begging 
wherewithal to keep life in me on the way. 

As you say, James, cried Mr, Fenton, this account seems 
jjretty feasible ; a deaf servant, however, is something uncom- 
mon." Go to her yourself^ Ned, and obseiwe her more 
exactly ; for if what she says has any truth in it, it is impos- 
sible ahe should be your mammy. 

Ned accordingly went, but returned under evident con- 
fusion and difficulty. — I don't know what to think, sir, of this 
matter, cries Ned. "When I look at the gentlewoman's face, 
I could swear, twenty times over, to every feature; but, 
yrhea I look at her dress and manners, I could again almost 
fltvear against her jace. 

Nad'a perplexity added greatly to Mr. Fenton's curiosity. 
He got up in haste and went iu peraou to inspect the party. 
When he entered, he saw a young woman who looked very 
pale and sickly, but of a genteel appearance, and neatly 
though plainly dressed. She cast upon him a sensible and 
penetrating look, and curtsying to him, with downcast eyes — 
Sir, said she, your presence tells me that you are master 
here. I know not for what offence your people have con- 
fined me ; but if it is on any suspicion of misbehaviour, I 
have here the certificate of a worthy man and a great saint, 
who vouches at least for the innocence of my conduct. — 
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Here elie presented hira willi a paper tlint contained the fi^ 
lowiug words: 

" I certify tbat the bearer lialh served me upwards of At* 
years, in quality of lionsekeeper and iatendant of my family^ 
and that she is a young woman of distinguished piety 
merit, and departs, at her own desire, on Gome business to 
London. Given under my hand, etc. 

"MAfiMADtJKB CaTUARIHEB, CI.' 

On reading tliia, Mr. Fcnton bowed, and made a motley 
with his hand for her to sit down. He then took a pen aii4 
paper that lay beside him, and wrote to the purpose, that h« 
requested her to allow liim to detain her certificate for aboi^ 
an hour ; after wliich he woold return it, and endeavour 1; 
make her amends for the unbecoming treatment which hi 
people had given her. 

On casting her eye over the paper, she made a lo" 
curtsy, and said — I shall wiUingly attend, sir, during yoiaf 
pleasure ; but hope, in the mean time, that your charity 
will afford me a morsel or two of the fi-agments of your laof 
meal. 

Mr. Fenton then pulled a bell, and having ordered goioa! 
cold meats and wine to be served, he bowed, and withdrew*! 
to his company. 

Ned, said he, as he entered, this woman is just as 
the empress of Russia as she is your mammy. Here, Mr. 
Clement, look at this certificate ; I have no reason to doubt* 
the truth of the character given in it, for her person and 
manners are every way conformable. I am sorry at heart; 
that I sent in such a liuiTy for Mr. and Mrs. Fieldmg; J, 
have thereby raised a sort of expectation in them, and it may 
he very mollifying to have that expectation so suddenly and 
so wholly defeated. 



THB TOOL or QVAUTT. 

Some time after, a coach ami six fi'otliiiig liorsea drove up 
to the door, and Mr. and Mrs. Fielding alighted, with a kind 
of impatience and trepidation appai'ent in their countenance. 
As soon as Mr. Fenton had duly rsceivcd and aeatud them — 
My dear madam, says he to Mrs. Fielding, I tliiiik myself 
very unhappy in having given you a deal of uunecessary 
trouble. My poor Ned here, has been utterly mistaken in 
the person of the woman whom he'took to be his mammy. 
The certificate of her certain residence bears a date even 
previous to that in which we found him ; and her deport- 
ment is more than a thousand testimonies against hor being 
of the wandering or dissolute class of people. Be pleased, 
Mr. Fielding, to look over this certificate ; I think it has all 
the marks of its being genuine. 

The moment that Mr, Fielding cast his eyes on the paper, 
A well-known character, indeed ! he esckimed. It is the 
hand of Mr. Cathannes, my tutor, my friend ; the man of the 
world, excepting yourself, Mr. Fenton, for whom 1 have the 
dearest respect and affection. No question can bo made of 
any thing to which he sets his affirmative. 

Alas ! cried Mrs, Fielding, then aU the hopes we had 
conceived must again bo cast aside. Here comes our nurse, 
tea, poor woman, in great haste ; I sent her word that we 
had found the person whom we suspected to have stolen 
our child, and desired that she would meet me here 
directly, 

"While Mrs, Fielding spoke, nurse entered panting, and 
almost breathless ; and, without saluting or taking any 
notice of the company — Where, she hastily cried, where is 
the boy, madam, whom you suppose to be your child ? 

Ah, nurse I said Mrs. Fielding, we were quite mistaken in 
the woQian whom we suspected to be the kidnapper, and so 
that affair is all over again. 

I have nothing to say, cried nurse, to this woman or 




t'other woman ; but you must not have auotlier bodyl 
child put upon you. If he is indeed your son, I shall know 
him in an instant ; I should know hiiu trotn nil the children 
that ever wcro burn.— Why, nurse, cried Mrs. Fielding 
eagerly, do you know of any natural mark or mole, or spot, 
by which you could guoRs at him? — He had no such spot 
upon him, madam ; but, if ho be a living boy, ho has a mark 
of my own making that never will ont, and that's the reason 
that I never dared to tell you of it. — ^What mark, nurse, 
what mark ? tell me instantly, I beg you. 

Why, madam, you must know as how the weather was 
very cold, it being twelfth day in Christmas holidays. So 
you and my master were from home on visiting, and I had 
a rousing fire down, and my child stood by my knee, being 
just then twelve months nineteen days old, and as sturdy a 
fellow of his age and inches as any could desire to see. So 
the cat, all at once, threw down some crockery ware behind 
me. Up I started, to bo sure, and run to save the vessels; 
but, hearing my child scream, I turned much nimbler back 
again, and found bim fallen with his little neck against the 
upper bar of the grate. It was well that I didn't die on 
the spot, for (lien he must have died, too. So I whipped him 
up in my arm t, but he shrieked and roared terribly. So I 
got some softening cream and spread it over the burn, and I 
put a plaster up m that again ; and I covered the place from 
day to day so n't'll with his cap, that neither you nor my 
master knew any thing of the matter. But the shape of his 
hurt went eo deep into my heart and into my memory, that, 
as I was Baying, and still say, I should know him by it again 
among all the children in all the world. 

Go then, my dear nurse, cried Mrs, Fielding ; go hnmedi- 
ately, and examine if this boy has your mark upon him. — Is 
this the master, madam, whom you suspect to be your aoa J 
—It is, nurse, it is ; my heart took a liking to him the first 
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moment I saw liiiu; he, too, was stolen from lils parents, aad 
may as well be my son as the sod of another. 

Here nurse made a Iiasty step or two toward Ned, but 
suddenly stopping and turning pale — Ah, madam I she cried, 
I wish you would go and try yourself; the wound, if he has 
it.-is just under his right ear ; for if I should find, indeed, 
that he is my vei-y child, I shall certainly run mad on the 
very spot for joy.— I dare not try, nurse, I dare not try for 
the world, said Mrs. Fielding; I am already all of a tremble, 
I know not how. 

Nuwe, then plucking up a little resolution, stepped sud- 
denly to Ned, and turned up his hair ; when, giving a loud 
scream, she had just the power to cry out — My child, my 
child, my child ! and dropped down in an anguishing fit of 
hysterics. 

Mrs. Fielding, on healing her nurse cry out, rose hastily 
from her chair, and would have gone to embrace her son, but 
felling instantly hack, she fainted away. The poor nurse, 
however, was not so happy. She broke foilh at times into 
convulsive peals of laughter, that, made the house ring ; and 
again she fell into fits of weeping, so outrageous and bit- 
terly desolate, as no heart under the temper of adamant 
coold support. 

"WTiile the family were all in bustle, applymg remedies to 
thrir patients, Mrs. Fielding recovered, and hearing the cries 
of her nurse, she went and kneeled down by her, and wept 
witU her and over her, while her tears proved a seasonable 
restorative to herself. 

As soon as Mr. Fielding found that his lady was well 
recovereil, he turned to Ned, and lifting his hair, observed 
the remarkable seam that the bui-n had made. It is, it is my 
child ! ho tenderly cried. O my God ! how la this? wherein 
have I deserved thy smallest notice or regard, that thoa 
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eliouldest thus viot me with tliy wondei's, ami by ihy meft 
ilea put me to confusion of fiice ? 

Here Neil kneeled respectfully down for a blessing, which' 
his father sileutly called npon liim with lifted hauds andi 
eye§. He then raised him, imd sitting down took him fondly 
to hU bosom. Thou art, thou art my son, my beloved son, 
he cried ; my first and my last, the only ofispring of my 
bowels ! Thou shalt no more be a wanderer, no more be a 
beggar, my babe ! Tbriec blessed bo our meeting, and ten-. 
fold blessed thy future fortune t O that our lives, my child, 
might be made one whole oblation to him from whom thui 
amazing salvation hath come I 

By this time the nurse's distemper was greatly abated, 
though she still continued extremely low and feeble, and did 
not seem to recollect, except by faint glimmerings, any 
matter that had passed. Mr. Fielding then proposed to 
take her to town to the phyBiclans, observing tliat there was 
room enough for her and Ned in their carriage ; and, as Mrs. 
Fielding made no exception, the coach was ordered to turn 
directly to the door. 

Poor Ned, during this time, was as a person who fluctu- 
ated between the dread of leaving known and certdn enjoy- 
ments, and the hopes of possessing somewhat that be bad not 
yet tasted. 

Mr. Fielding then stepped up, in a kind of qidck raptniu, 
to Mr. Fenton. He caught him in his arms — My dearest 
air, he cried, I love, I respect, I revere you, even next to 
my God ! What can I return you ? what shall I say to 
you ? All that I am or have, sinks out of sight fi'om your 
benefits, — I am blessed, my dear sir, I am blessed beyond 
expression, replied Mr. Fenton, in being made an bumble 
instrument of happiness to a worthy man. — sir ! cried Mr. 
Fielding, what events next to miraculous ! Wo came tc 
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your door, but we were not permitted to pass ; our carriage 
broke for the purpose ; you then told us of this foundling ; 
"but what likelihood that among millions he should happen 
to be ours ? You then proposed an expedient for ascertaio- 
ing the persons from whom he was kidnapped. This expe- 
dient Ciiled. God, however, would discover him, and had 
foreordained the means. He set upon him an indubitable 
mark for the purpose ; none knew of this but his nurso, and 
ehe has revealed it. Had any one of tlicse m.iny circimi- 
Gtances been wanting, our child must have continued a sti-an- 
ger to US for ever, — Indeed, sir, said Mr. Kenton, they are 
all concurring proofs that you are under the especial eye of 
Providence. But, sir, I fear we shall have a heavy loss of 
our friend, Ned; for, though he does not want his small 
faults, he is a worthy-hearted child, and a very pleasant 
companion. — sirl cried Mr. Fielding, you and Master 
Fenton have a right to command both him and iia at all 
times. But come, Ned, take leave for the present of your 
best friends. 

Here Ned, with filling eyes, stepped respectfully to 
Mr, Fenton, and, kneeling before him, took each of his 
hands and kissed them, crying — My father 1 my father 1 
whereupon Mr, Fenton tenderly raised him, and, pressing 
him affectionately to his bosom, cried — God be good to yon, 
nay son, and make you a blessing to your true parents, and 
to all your kin I 

Ned then turned to Harry, and taking him by both 
hands, and looking him fondly in the face — Master 
Harry, Master Harry 1 ho cried ; I never shall be able to 
say the word farewell to you, my Master Harry I I was 
hungry and you fed mc, I was naked and you clothed me, 
I was a stranger and you took me in ; the whole world to 
me was fatherless and friendless, when you were father and 
mother, and a whole world of fi'iends to me, my true lord 
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id master, Harry 1 Are you not my owner? am I not 
your property, your own liard bought bargain ? Did yon 
not purchase me with your stripes, and with your precious 
blood, and will you suffer me to be taken away from yon, 
my heart's master 1 

Ilere Harry, swallowing his passion as well as he was able, 
clasped Ned in his arms and cried— My brother, ray brother, 
my friend and brotlier for ever ! Then turning to Mr. and 
Mrs. Fielding, and wiping his eyes — I hope, madam, I hope, 
sir, says he, that you will excuse my young friend here, for 
his partiality to a family who have loved him long and very 
dearly ; in a little time, to bo sure, lie will love and respect 
you both, above all the world, though put altogether. 
Though I grieve to part with bim, I heartily rejoice at his 
being found, and acknowledged to be the child of Buch 
TTorthy parents ; and 1 hope, I say, that you will not be 
offended at bia concern for parting with his old friends. 

No, my noble creature, cried Mr. Fielding, we are 
delighted at tho proof that he gives of bia gratitude, and at 
the strength of his attachment, where he has been so highly 
obliged. 

Oh, sir I Oh, madam ! says Ned (kissing the hands of 
his parents), did you but know tlie value of what I lose, 
when I leave, when I leave — and here he burst afresh faito 
tears. 

Mrs. Fielding then took Ned in her arms, and tenderly 
embracing him, cried — We do, my love, we do know the 
value of the family that you leave ; and it is the first and 
the dearest wish of my lieart, tbat wo should all become as 
one family and as one houseliold. This angel here, as you 
say, is your rightful owner ; and we owe him more on that 
accomit than our whole fortime can pay, and he shall have 
you aa long and as often ss ever he pleases ; but for this 
night, ray darling, it would be very nnkind not to go with 



your good narse, yonr true and loving mammy, who has 
Buffered so much for your sake ; and her case requires that 
we should take her immediately to the doctor's. 

Here Ked acquiesced ; and having taken a weeping leave 
of all iho family, not forgetting the meanest servant is the 
house, he gteppcd slowly into the coach, sat down by his 
iiurae, and away they drove. 

As BOOH as the family of the Fieldings were gone, Harry 
withdrew to Lis chamber and locked himself in, while Mr. 
Fenton went to enfranchise his late pi'isouer. 

He first returned the certificate to her, and then present- 
ing her with twenty guineas, he bowed and made a motion 
with his hand to the door, intimating that she was at liberty 
to depart when she thought proper. 

Having looked several times, with sileuce and surprise, 
now at Mr. Fenton, and again at the money — I should be 
very ill deserving of your bounty, sir, she said, should I 
attempt any longer to impose upon you. I am not deaf, as 
you supposed ; it was only an artiSce which I made use of, 
when taken into custody, to avoid answering questions. But 
you look BO altogether the gentleman, and the kind-hearted 
Christian, that I think I ought to have no reserve of any 
kind towards you. 

Be pleased then, said Mr. Fenton, as far as prudence nill 
allow, to iet me know who and what you aro 

I hope, sir, she replied, that I am very fer from being 
what I was, otherwise I should be the very vilest of the vile. 
Wherefore, if you will allow a weakly woraau to sit, I will 
tell you the whole of my short story, with the same openness 
that I made confession of my sins to Him from whom alone 
I can look for remission. 

She then narrated to Mr. Fenton the substance of her his- 
tory — it was a talc of sorrow, of passion, and of sin. She 
had been under housekeeper in the Fieldbg fimaily, whera 



I 



THE FOOL OF QUAUTT. 

she bad formed an attnchmeut to a worthless and profligats | 
young man in the neighbourhood, who had asked her in 
Tuarrioge; but this nuion Mr. Fielding had gtreniioualy 
opposed on account of the man's character being so vei'y 
bad ; and her lover soon married another. On this she left 
her service full of ire and bent on vengeance; she had iailen 
into poverty throngh unhappiness and neglect of hci'self; 
and, hovering round the house whose master she conceived 
had BO injured her, she kidnnpped his child in the abacoce 
of the nurso, who had left him on the lawn for a moment. 
For two years she had fiubaisted by soliciting alms, and had 
taagbt little Ned to assist in her evil trade of mendicancy : 
till one day, the pariah officers coming on her track, she 
deserted the child near Mr. Fenton'a gate, and escaped. 
Shortly after, being taken ill near Enfield, she was carried 
into the workhouse, where, during a long sickness, she had 
lKen attended by tbe Rev. Mr. Catharines, an old and pious 
clergyman, who first taught her to see the errors of her life, 
and into whose service she passed oa the recovery of her 
health, an altered and a happier, character in every respect. 
To his house she had been now returning after a visit to a 
friend near London, when she had suddenly fiillen sick on tbe 
way, and spent all her money, and in that condition she had 
been seen and recognised by Ned, and brought into Mr. 
Fentou's house. 

Her story was an ample confirmation of the discovery, 
made by nurse ; and Mr. Fenton, having taken it all down 
in a certified form, dismissed her, in a day or two after she 
was rested and refreshed, in one of his own carriages, back 
to her master, Mr. Catharines, to whom, as well as to the 
Fieldings, he wTote an account of the whole matter. 

When he had folded and sealed tiis letters, he took bills 

i'om his pocket to the amoimt of thirteen hundred pounds, 

I and on Hany's return from London presented them to him 




lar, said he, here 13 what will emible yoa to bo 
^toore than just to your engagements — it will enable you to 
be generous also. And I desire, my Ilavry, in matters of 
chnrity,that you maynever stint the sweet emotions of your 
heart, for we have enough, my child, and we are but the 
stewards of the bounty of oar God. 

Here Harry's speech was stopped, but liis silence was more 
eloquent than a thousand harangues. Ho suddenly threw 
Ids arms about hia dear father, and, hiding bis face in his 
bosom, he there vented the tears of that pleasure, love, and 
gratitude, with which he found himself oifucted. 

On the afternoon of the following day, Harry and Arabella 
went to drink tea with the Widow Neighbourly, who received 
them with a countenance that spoke an uncommon welcome. 
Some otiier company had arrived before them, and rose on 
their entrance. When all wore again seated, Mrs. Keigh- 
bourly very affectionately questioned Harry concerning his 
father. 

On hearing the name of ilaster Fenton, an elderly gentle- 
woman started. Pray, madam, said she eagerly, is this 
Master Fenton, the son of that noble gentleman who lives on 
the hill? — He is, madam, said Mrs. Neighbourly. — Bfy God! 
exclaimed the stranger, can this suckling be the lather of the 
orphan and the widow ? Is this he who goes about turning 
sorrow into joy ? who wipes the tears from the afflicted, and 
heals the broken of heart? Permit nie then, tbou beloved 
child of the Father which is in heaven, permit me to approach 
and throw myself at tlie feet of my preserver 1 

So saying, she rose with a rapturous motion, and dropping 
at Harry's knees, she clasped his legs and kissed his feet, 
before he could prevcjit her. 

Poor Harry, much to be pitied, sat astonished, abashed, 
and distressed to the last degree. At length, recollecting, 
and disengaging himself with difficulty — My dear n\ai«ai,VL* 
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cried, you hnrl me greatly ; what have I done that yon 

should put mu to so much pain ? 

Babe of my heart, she cried, I am the wife of your Viudex 
— your own Vindex-whom you redeemed from beggary 
and slavery— whom jou restored to his wretched partner — 
whom you restored to hia infant daughter — all pining and 
perishing apart from each other, but now united by yon, my 
angel in joy and thanksgiving J 

Here her words were suffocated, and, throwing herself 
back in the chair, she was not ashamed to give way to her 
tears, and, putting her handlccrchicf to her iacc, she vented 
her passion aloud. 

Harry then rising, and going tenderly to her, put his arms 
about her, and kissed her forehead, and then her lips. — You 
owe me nothing, my dear Mrs. Vindei, said he, I am still 
greatly in your debt. I was the very naughty boy who 
brouglit yoitr iniafurtunes upon you. Bat I am willing ta 
make you amends, and that will do me a great pleasure, 
instead of the punishment which I deserve. 

The tea-table was now laid, and Mrs. Vindex grew more - 
composed when her husband entered, loading his daughter ■ 
by the hand, a very pretty little girl of about six years old.i 
Harry instantly sprung up, and running, and throwing him- 
self with a great leap upon him, he hung about his neck, cry- 
ing — How glad I am to see yon, my dear Mr, Vindex ! — 
Boy of boys, cried Vindes, am I so blessed as to have you 
once more in my arms I 

The company then rose and saluted Mr. Vindex, and con- 
gratulated him on his return to his ancient habitation. But • 
Harry took him aside, and having cautioned him in a whisper - 
not to take any notice of what should pass, ho stole a bill - 
for one hundred and sixty pounds into his hand, saying softly • 
— ^It is good first to be honest, so there is what I owe you. 
^d here also is a small matter for your daughter; I did not 



know till DOW that we had such a sweet little charge in our 
family. So saying, he slipped to him another bill of fifty 
pounds, and then, turning from him, stepped carelessiy to 
hia seat, as though nothing had happened. 

Meantime the astonished Vindex was greatly oppressed. 
He did not dare to offend Harry by any open intimation of 
his recent bounty, and yet he could feel no ease tiU the secret 
should be disclosed. He therefore Btolo softly to the back 
of our herd's chair, where, unperceived of Harry, he dis- 
played the bills to the company, beckoning at the same time 
in a way that forbade them to take any notice ; then raising 
hia hand over his head, and lifting his eyes towards heaven, 
he blessed his benefactor in a silent, ardent ejaculation, and, 
taking an empty scat, joined in with the company. 

While they were in chat, the little Susanna slippe<l unnoticed 
from beside her mamma, and veering over towards Harry, 
she went on one side, and then on the other, and surveyed 
him all about; then, coming closer, she felt hia clothes, and 
next hia hands, in the way, as it were, of claiming acquaint- 
ance with liim. At length, looking fondly up to his faoe, 
she lisped and said — Me voud kiss oo, if oo voud ask me. — 
indeed then, said Harry, me vill kiss oo, fedder oo vill or no. 
And so, catcliing her upon his knee, he pressed her to hia 
bosom, and kissed her over and over ag^. 

You all see, cried Mr. Vindex, it is not one of the elders 
with whom our Susanna has fallen in love.— My sweet babe 1 
cried Mrs. Vindex, her little heart instmctively led her to 
her best friend, to the one of all living who best deserved her 
love, — Misa Susanna, said Mra. Clements, puts me in mind of 
some very delicate lines in Milton, respecting our Virgin 
Mother ; for she also refused to kiss the loveliest man that 
jgr was created, at least till she was asked. 

"And thongh divinely brought, 

Tft iiiuocfiicp and virglu-modesty, 
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Her liitue and the conscienca of her nor lb, 
Thkt would bo vno'd, &nd not uneouglit be won ; 
Not obyioui", nor oblrusiTe, but rclipi'd, 
The more lieairable." 

It is happy, said Mrs, Neighbourly, for oiu' weakly md 
over affectionate bcx, that God bas been pleased to fix a 
monitor witliiD us, who etrugglea against our incUcallons, 
who fighbi agiUDst our affectiona, and is, with difficulty, won 
over to acquiesce in our desires. I know not else what 
might become of the most of womankind. 

Bat then, said Mrs. Vindex, are we not rather to be 
pitied, that, even when our propensities are warrantable, we 
are prohibited by custom from giving any intimation thereof 
to the object ; while the licentious reprobate, man, roves and 
riots at large, and unreproved, beyond the pale over which 
it is treason for us to look ? 

I do not pity you, ladies, smd Mr. Vindex — I do not at all 
pity you on accomit of any restraints that custom has laid 
you imder, respecting chastity, or its environs called deco- 
rum. The chastity of woman is the only basis npon which 
the order, honour, and peace of the world can be built ; it 
twists the sacred and endearing cord of society ; without it 
there could be no araity, no brotherhood upon earth. Bat 
then, surely, there is much respect and tenderness dne to 
those from whom such advantages are derived. Whereas I 
have observed, on the contrary, that the most amiable of 
your sex are generally mated to tyrants; to men who, being 
born and appointed their protectors, pervert every end of 
nature and duty, and treat with injury, contempt, and insult, 
the gentle saints whom they should have cherished with 
their most respectful endearments. 

The question yet occurs, said ArabeUa, whether your 
devils of huslianda find ns angels, or make us such. Tyrants 
are like files, they serve to smooth and polish whatever they 
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are applied to. I was once in company with a man wbo waa 
called the saint-maker; he had married five shrews in Buc- 
oeasion, and made giizels of every one of tbem before they 
died. 

But pray, ladies, said Harry, are there no tyrants among 
the wives? I lately took a walk to Tower-hill, and growing 
hungry, I turned in to a little shop of groceries, where a 
slender, skinny woman, of about four feet high, stood behind 
the counter. Taking out a sixpence, I threw it on tlie 
board, and desired her to give me the value in almond» and 
raisona. She had scarce weighed my merchandise when a 
huge, jolly-looking Quaker came up to the hatch-door, but 
seemed fearful of opening it. The moment the littlo woman 
had cast her eye towards him, she eKclaimed, in a shrill and 
exasperated accent— Art thee there, thou rogue, thou hang- 
dog, thou gallows-faced vagabond ? when, gathering up the 
whole dignity and importance of his person, and clapping a 
hand on each side, he cried with an undaunted air, " I tell 
tlieo, Mary, I fear thee not t" Ah, thou villain ! she vocifer- 
ated, dares thee then appear in my presence ? Get thee 
Ittck to thy feUows and husseys on whom thee spendest my 
mbstance ! Still, however, he kept his ground, and cour- 
xgeonsly repeated, " I tell thee, Mary, I fear thee not 1" 

Not fear me, sirrah 1 sirrah, not fear me ! says she ; we 
shall eee that in a tivinkling. So saying, she whipped up the 
measnring-yard, and, scudding round the counter, she flew 
to the door. But he was already vanished as fast as his fat 
^68 would let him. And, to tell you the truth, ladies, 
there was something so authoritative and tremendous in the 
little body's voice and manner, that I was glad to get out 
and to scamper after him. 

The company laughed heartily, and Mr. Vmdea: added— I 
^get the hero's name — a great general he was, and I think 
41 frenchman, He won every battle abroad", but wa** sun 
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^H to be beaten in hh tiii-n aho, as often its he returned home 
^* to his wife. 

Well said Hercules and the distaff, cries Harry ! But to 
the poiut ; the bravest man I know is one Peter Patience, a 
ODrrier, who lives in the auburbs. My tutor and 1 were 
iralking one day through Islington, when we perceived the 
Jikelitiood of a scuffle at a distance. 

As we approached, we saw one man making up with great 
fury to another, who would have avoided him ; and who, 
retiring backward across ihe street, parried his blows, and 
kept him off as well as he could. His enraged adversary 
Toold then have closed in upon him ; but, grasping his 
Bhoulder with a long and very strong arm, he still held his 
enemy aloof, who nearly spent al! his efforts and blows in 
the air. 

Never did I poc ao living a representation of heaven and 
hell, as was visible in the faces of those two men. The mus- 
. oloB of the one were frightfully distorted, his eyes shot fire, 
and his mouth frothed with madness ; while the countenance 
of the other was as a lake in a summer's evening, that shews 
heaven in its bosom, and reflects aU the beauties of nature 
uround it. 

Be quiet, Bent he said ; you know that I would not hurt 
yout you know that I lo\-e you. What a fool the man 
makes of himself. Are you not sensible that I could demol- 
ish you with a single blow ? but I cannot find in my heart to 
do it. Be quiet, Ben ! I say ; I see you want to vex me ; but 
\ won't be vexed by you, ray dear Ben. 

While the gentle Peter was thus expostulating with his 
exasperated friend, Jlrs. Patience, as it should seem, had 
seen all that passed from an upper casement ; and flyiug 
down-stairs, and rushing out at the door, she seized her hus- 
band behind by the hair of his head, and tore and cuffed 
away at a terrible rate. 
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Poor Peter, findiug himself thus between two fires, gave 
a slight trip to hia male assailant ; who iiistanlly fell with his 
shoulder against the pavemeiit, and, rising ivith difiiculty, 
timped homeward, raiittering curses all the way. 

Tlien Peter, turning meekly to the lady mistress of hia 
house— Gatty, my love, says he, what have I done to pro- 
voke you ? — Oh I she cried, you meau-spirited, hare-hearted, 
milk-livered poltroon 1 I'll teach yoa what it lb to suffer 
every fellow to pommel you I — Sirrah, sirrah (and stil! she 
cJffed), I'll have you tied down at the foot of the market 
cross, with noticG on your breast, for all who pass to spit on 

Then, quite angry to see the man so abused, to whom I 
had taken such a fancy, I rushed in between man and wife, 
and seized Mrs. Patience by both her hands ; but, wrenching 
one of them from me, she gave me a round cuff on the side 
of ray head. I was, however, too well used to cufls to matter 
that much ; and so, catching one of her hands on both of 
mine, I gave her a pluck to me, and a foot at the same time, 
and laid her on the broad of her back in the kennel. 

My friend Peter looked quite astonished at this, and fear- 
ing what might happen to me on the rising up of his wife, 
he tucked me like a gizzard under the wing of a turkey, and 
off he scoured with me down the street ; while Mr, Clement 
also made pretty nimbly after us, for fear, as I suppose, that 
Mrs. Patience, when on lier legs, might take him for one of 
our company. 

As soon as ive had turned a eonier, and were oiit of 
harm's way, honest Peter set me down. — My friend, says I, 
if you would be advised by me, you will not be in a mighty 
hurry to get back to your wife. I see a house of entertain- 
ment yonder, and I wish to be further acquainted with you, 
— Adad, said he, you are the boldest httle body that ever I 
knew ; you performed a feat to-day that made me trembla 
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[ for yon. Had any other mac, thongli, used my wife BO -— 
' but I pass that matter over ; I nee ;oa are too grest a hero 
' to l>e threatened by any one, and I should consider that yoa 
did what you did for my sake. 

So saying, we all went into a sort of a tavern, and, being 
shewn to a little parlour, I called for a pint of white wine. 

As soon as we were Boated, I took luy new acquaintance 
.very lovingly by the hand. My dear fHend, Kud I, I have 
conceived a great respect and fondness for you, and should 
be glad to know who and what you are. — I am a currier By 
trade, sir, and my name is Peter Patience. — Tou are patience 
it^elfl indeed, eaid Mr. Clement ; but your wife, as I think, 
has taken the whole trade of the currier into her own bands. 

Peter laughed, and replied — She is a dear and a sweet girl 
aa ever lay by the side of a man, and she loves me as she loves 
her own soul. Her blows were sweet blows to me ; they 
were the blows of Iier affection. For, though I did not mat- 
ter the strokes of loy friend Benjamin a single fillip, yet 
every one of them went to her heart, and she wanted to 
frighten me from ever taking the like again. 

But pray. Bays I, how happened the quarrel between you 
and your fi-iend Benjamin, as you call him ? — \VTiy, there it 
is, too, said Peter ; he also beat me, out of his downright 
and true-hearted kindness to me. 

As this is holiday In the atlemoon among us trades-folk, 
Ben Testy invited me to a share in a can of flip, at the Cat 
and Bagpipes over the way. Just as we eat down — ^Peter, 
says he, I am told that your Gatty is with child, — I believe 
it may be so, says I, — I am glad of it, Peter, with all my 
lieart ; and so now remember that I bespeak myself gossip. 
— ^Why, that may happen, says I, just as matters shall turn 
out. If the child is a boy, you shall be one of the god- 
iathers, and welcome ; but if it is a girl, this cannot te, for 
L my tincle Geoffry has already engaged himself) and I have 
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eome expectations from him. — And so, says Lc, you refuse to 
admit me for your gossip. — If it is a girl, s.iys I, you see 
that 1 uannot. — Oh I he cried, I had forgot, I w.is a. riiairal 
for proposing it ; you aro of high blood, liave high relations, 
and so ecorn to have counections with a poor tradesman like 

me.' — That is not the case, indited, my dear Ben, but 

Ooafound your dears I says he, I will have no more of them. 
Tou are a covetous ecouadrel, and value mouey more ihan 
loTfl ! — Well, aayH I, but will you be patient, will you hear 
TiSHSon, my fiiend ? — Friend, friend, says be, my curse upon 
ai&. aach friendships 1 I see into you now. You're an un- 
grateful, unloving, cold-hearted villain, and I would sooner 
ite godfather to a child of the Turk. So saying, ho struck at 
nie, and repeated his blows across the table. But, as I saw 
that his choler was inflaming more and more, I got up and 
roti'eated, merely intending to defend myself till liia passion 
should be spent upon me. But you saw what happened, 
gentlemen, which I am heartily sorry for, as I fear that my 
poor dear fellow is much hurt. 

"WeU, said my tutor, I have heard many deSnitions and 
many disputes concerning the word courage, but I never saw 
the thing itself till this day. Pi'ay, Mr. Peter, were you 
never angry ? — Scarce ever, sir, that I remember, at least on 
my own account ; for I do not fear any man that stojis upon 
the earth, and what is it then that should make me angry ? 
— A man may be angry, said Mr, Clement, from other 
motives sure besides that of fear, God himself can be angry, 
and yet he cannot possibly fear. 

I am feelingly assured, sir, replied the valiant Peter, tliat 
Grod was never angry in his whole life ; and that is a long 
time that has neither beginning nor ending. — Don't you 
believe the Gospel ? says Mr. Clement ; the Scripture asauros 
08, in a hundred places of the anger of God against impeni 
tCDl fflnners. — I am the son of a clergyman, sir, said Peter 
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and majhiip could quote Scripture as well as another. 
Scriptures were ivritten for man ; but how ehonld 
Widerstand them, if they were not written according 
fQwn language and to his own passions? I will ask 
question, air, Can you be angry at a inite or a worm, 
you can crush into nothing at pleasure ? — I think not, Bai3" 
my tutor. — No, certainly, said Peter, because you cannot 
Aar a thing that has not poner to offend you. Now, all 
the world is but as a worm or a mite to God, and neither man 
'■or angels can disturb or affect him with any thing, except 
ddight, on their acceptance of that happiness which be 
destrcB to give to all his creatures. 

Ay, hut, says Mr. Clement, you see that God's anger and 
fndignation was so great against sin, that nothing could 
satisfy for it save the death of his beloved Son. — Ay, but, 
Bays Peter, the Scripture which you quote tells you, that it 
was not his anger but his love that sent him to us. " For 
God BO loved the world," a very sinful world, indeed ! " that 
h« gave hia only begotten Son to take liis death upon the 
s," And I am as fully assured as I am of my own being, 
that the same gracious God who has already redeemed poor 
nnners, would wiJlingly redeem the poor devils also if they 
could but find in their hearts to desire his salvation. 

Here, catching and clasping his hand — My dear Peter, B^d 
I, I embrace and wish from my heart that your doctrine may 
be true. I have many tators, Mr. Peter, and ray fiither pays 
them all with pleasure for the instructions that they give 
me. Tell me then, Mr. Peter, what must he give yon for 
the lesson which yon have taught mo ? — ^What lesson, ray 
hero? — Avery precious lesson, says T; a lesson that will 
always teach me " to despise myself for a coward whenever 
I I Bhall be angry." 

Peter then sprung up without epeaki' -d, and 

t hugged, and clasped, and kiesed me with ctiona. • 
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Then, plucking a battoa from the upper part of ray coat — 1 
will accept of this token, mj darling, says he ; aud will look 
at it many a time in the day for your sake. 

But, Mr. Peter, said I, I think it would be ray advantage 
to keep up an acquainlancc with you, and this cannot be so 
well done while your dear Gatty is angry with me. You 
must therefore promise rae to carry a token to her also, as 
an olive-brancb of that peace wbieh I want to be made 
between us. — I will, ray love, says he ; I never refuse to give 
or accept the favours of a friend. — You must Ite upon 
honour, then, not to reject what I offer you. — I am upon 
honour, he said. 

I then slipped something into his hand, at which he looked 
and looked again ; and then cried out fi*om the overflowings 
of a good and grateful heart— You are either of the blood- 
royal, or ought to be so ! For the man was very poor, 
though so very sensible and well descended, and so he looked 
upon a little as a great matter. 

Here Harry closed hia narration, and all tho company 
gatherad about lilm, and nearly smothered him with their 
caresses, in which little Susanna came in for her full share. 

On the following day, Harry introduced his friend Vindex 
and family to his dear father, who received them with a gra- 
ciousness that soon dispelled that awkward diifidence, and 
humbling sense of obligations, under which the late unhappy 
preceptor apparently sunk. 

As soon as it w.is known abroad that Mr. Vindcx enjoyed 
the patronage and good countenance of Mr, Fenton and his 
family, bis former fnends resorted to him, his acquaintance 
was sought by all the neighbourhood, his ci-edit was restored. 
Ida school daily increased, and, like Job, hia latter end was 
far more blessed than his begmning. 

Within a few weeks Mr, and Mrs. Fielding, with their 
nster Plicbe, our friend Ned, and a splendid equipage, 
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called and breakfasted ill Mr. Feutoo'd ; and, aoon I 
Mr. Fentou and his Harry, with Mr. and Mrs. Clement, 
attended their viaitauta to St. Albania, where, all together, 
they Hpent the happiest night ; only tliat this liapplness was 

lUended at times with the affecting consideration of parting 

.in the morning. 

For two succeeding years and upwards little interesting 

'liappened, save that our hero increased in stature and all 
■person.^l accoraplishraeuta, and had happily got over the 
measlGB and Binallpox. He was now nearly master of the 
Latin and Greek languages. He could outrun the reindeer, 
and outbound the antelope. He was held in veneration by 
all masters of the nobie science of defence. His actioD wao 
vigour, his countenance was loveliness, and his movement 
vaa grace. 

Harry by this time »;a8 also versed in most of the select 
and interesting portions of history. Mr. Clement had 
instructed him in the use of the globes and maps; and, as 
he there led him from clime to clime, and country to coun- 
try, he brought him acquainted with the different ivannera, 
customs, laws, politics, governments, rise, progress, and 
revolutions of the several nations through which they 
passed. Finally, said Clement, you see Master Fentou, 
that the mightiest states, like men, have the principles of 
growth, aa likewise of dissolution, within their own frame. 
Like men, they are born and die — have their commence- 
ment and their period. They arise, like the sun, from the 
darkness of poverty to temperance, industry, liberty, valour, 
power, conquest, glory, opulence, and there is their zenith, 
"■rom whence they decline to ease, sensuality, venality, vice, 
corruption, cowardice, imbecility, infamy, slavkbt. And 
BO, good-night 1 

Mr. Fenton now judged it full time to give our hero an 
insight into the nature of the constitution of his own coun- 
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try} a coostitation of whose const ruction, poise, aotlon, and 
nounteraotion, the lettered Mr. Clement had scarcely any 
jn, and even the learned in our laws and the leodera in 
3111- senate but a very confused idea. 

For this especial purpose lie called Harry to his closet. 
—You are already, my love, said he, a memher of the 
British state, and, on that account, have many privileges 
to claim, and many duties to perform towards your country 
in particular, independent of your general duties to man- 
Should it please God to bless your friends with the con- 
tinuance of your life for eight or ten years longer, you will 
then be a member of the legislature of Great Britain, one of 
the highest and most important trusts that can be confided 
by mankind. 

Here, my Harry, I have penned, or rather pencilled, for 
your use, an abstract in miniature of this wonderful consti- 
tution. But, before I give it for your study and frequent 
perusal, I would give you some knowledge of the claims 
whereon it is founded ; as also of the nature of man in his 
present depraved state, and of his several relations as a sub- 
ject and as a sovereign. 

Man comes into this world the weakest of all creaturea, 
and while he conthmes in it is the moat dependent. Nature 
neither clothes him with the wai-m fleece of the sheep nor 
the gay plumage of the bird; neither does he come forth 
in the vigour of the foal or the fawn, who, on the hour of 
their birth, frisk about and exult in the blessing of new 
fudstence. 

Sacred history seems to intimate that man was originally 
created luvulnerahle and immortal ; that the fire could not 
bum him, stones wound, air blast, nor water di'own him. 
That he was the angelio lord and controller of this earth, and 
these heavens that roll around us ; with powers to see at 



M 



TIIE FOOL OF QPAUTT. 



^ 



F 

^^^1 onoe into llic essences, natures, propertJea, and dietuicdonl 

^^H of tbJDga ; to unfold all their virtues, to call forth &U thdr 

^^H beauties, und to rule, subdue, and moderate these eleme&tB 

^M at pleasure. 

^^ These, truly, were godlike gifts, illustrious powers ftnd 

prerogatives, and well becoming an offspring produced ill 

tlie express image of an all-potent, all-wise, and all-be noil cent 

Creator. 

True, air, said Harry ; but then we see nothing now of all 

this greatness and glory. Man, on the contrary, is himself 

^^_ subjected to all the elements over which, you say, he was 

^^H appointed the ruler. He has every thing to fear from every 

^^H thing about him ; even the insects and little midges fearlessly 

^^H attack and sting this boasted lord of the creation ; and his> 

^^H tory shows, from the beginning of the world, that the greatest 

^^H of all enemies to mnn iu man. 

^^H This, replied Mr. Fenton, is continually to remind him of 

^^H the depraved and guilty state into which he has fallen. Man, 

^^H indeed, la now no better than the remains of man ; but then 

^^H these remains are suflicient to prove the lustre and dignity 

^^H of his original state. When you behold the ruins of soms 

^^H lofty and spacious palace, you immediately form an idea of 

^^^H the original beauty and atatcliucss of the structure. Even 

^^H so, in our present feeble and fractured state, a discerning eyfl 

^^H may discover many traces and fragments of man's magnifi- 

^^H cent ruin ; thoughts that wing iufioity, apprehensions that 

^^H reach through eternity, a fancy that creates, an imagination 

^^H that contains an universe, wishes that a world hath not 

^^H wherewithal to gratify, and de!<lres that know neitlier ending 

^^H nor bound. 

^^^^ These, however, are but the faint glimmerings of his ones 

^^B glorious illumination. All his primitive tikeulttes are now 

^^K lapsed and darkened ; he is become enslaved to his natural 

^^H subjeetx ; t>iG world is wiested out of his hands ; be comei 
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as an alien into it, and may liu-rully be callGil " a strangur an J 
pOgrim upon eartb." 

All other animals are gifted wilb a ck-ar knowledge and 
bstaut discernment of whatever conccras them; man's 
utmost wisdom, on the contrary, is the bare result of cotu- 
paring and inferring ; a mere inquirer called reason, a sub- 
stitute in the want of knowledge, a grojier in the want <if 
light ; he must doubt before he i-easons, and examine belbro 
he decides. 

Thus ignorant, feeble, deeply depraved, and the least suffi- 
cient of all creatures in a state of independeuc^o, man is im- 
pelled to derive succour, strength, and even wisdom, from 
society. When he turns a pitying ear and helping hand to 
the distressed, he is entitled, in his turn, to bo beard and 
assisted. He is interested in others, otliei's are interested in 
him. His affections grow more diffused, his powers more 
oomplicated ; and in any society or system of such mutual 
benevolence, each would enjoy the strength, virtue, and effi- 
cacy of the whole. 

Ton have, sir, said HaiTy, here drawn an exceeding sweet 
picture of society, and you know I am but a fool and a novice 
in such matters ; but if any other man breathing had given 
me such a description, I should, from all my little reading, 
have withstood him to the face. Look through all the states 
and associations that were ever upon earth ; throughout the 
republics of Greece, Italy, Asia Minor, and others, the moat 
renowned for urbanity and virtue ; and yet what do you find 
them, save so many bands of public robbers and murderers, 
confederated for the destruction of the rest of mankind? 
What desolation, what bloodshed, what carnage from the 
beginningl what a delight in hon-orsl what a propensity in 
all to inflict misery upon othera 1 The malignity of the lienda 
can, I think, pierce no deeper ! 

Nether is this, sir, as I take it, the extent ol their miUe- 
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volence. tor when any of these bands, or states, as you call 
ihem, have conquered or slaughtered all around them, they 
never fail, for want of employment, to fall out among them- ■ 
selves, and cut the throats of their very confederates ; and 
this puts me in mind of what is said by the Prince of Peace, 
"The prince of this world cometh, and has no part in me." 
And again he says to the purpose, that fathers and sons, 
and mothers and danghters, shall be divided against each i 
other ; and that " a man's enemies shall bo those of his own i 
household," 

I lately met with a fragment of an epic poem that struclt I 
me wonderfully at the time ; and I recollect some of the 
lines that contain, in my opinion, the most genuine, the I 
truest picture that ever was drawn of the state of man- J 



" Man comeii iato tUis paseing worlj in weakness, 
And cries fdr lielp to mnti — for feeble ie he, 
And mBny are his foes. Tliiral, hunger, aakedDesB; 
Diseoaes infinite withiti his frame ; 
Witliout, inolemenc.T, the wrath of scaaons, 
Famines, peets, plagues, devourtng elements, 
Earthquakes boueath, the thunders rolling o'er him ; 
Age and inRrmity on either hand ; 
And death, nho shakes the certain dart behind himt 
These, snrelj, one miglit deem, were ills sufficient. 
Uan thinks not so ; on his ovrn race he turns 
The force of nil his talents, exquisite 
To shorten the short interval, bj art, 
Which nature left us— Fire and eirord are in 
Bis hand, and in his heart are mnirliiualions. 
For speeding of perdition. Half the world, 
Down the eteep gulf of dark futurity, 
Push olf their fellows, pause upoo the brink, 
And then drop after." 



' dearest father, tell me whence comes 
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wonts than flinty, thU cviiel-he arte dn ess in man ? Whj are 
not all like you ? Why are they not happy in oommanioat- 
ing happiness? If my eyes did not daily see it in fact, as 
well aa in history, I should think it impossible that any one 
should derive pieaaiire from giving pain to another. Can it 
be more blessed to destroy than to preserve, to afflict tlian 
to gladden, to wound than to heal ? My heart wrings witli 
regret for being cast into a world where nation agiunst natloii, 
family against family, and man against man, are perpetually 
embattled, grudging, coveting, grasping, tearing every 
enjoyment, every property, and life itself, from each other. 

Here Harry for a while hold his handkerchief to his eyes, 
while his fond uncle dropped a silent tear of delight at 
beholding the amiable emotion of his beloved. 

Take care, my Hany, rejoined Mr. Fenton ; beware of the 
amallest tincture of uncharitableness ! Ton see only the 
worse part, the outward shell of this world ; while the kernel, 
the better part, is concealed from your eyes. There are 
millions of worthy people and affectionate saints upon earth; 
but they are as a kingdom within a kingdom, a grain within 
a husk — it reqmres a kindred heart and a curious eye to dis- 
cover them. Evil in man ia like evil in the elements ; earth- 
quakes, hurricanes, thundere, and lightnings, are conspicuous, 
noisy, glaring ; while goodness, like warmth and moisture, 
is silent and unperceived, though productive of all the 
beauties and benefits in nature. 

I once told you, my darling, that all the evil which is in 
you belongs to yourself, and that all the good which is in 
you belongs to your God ; that you cannot in or of yonrself 
HO much as think a good thought, or form a good wish, or 
oppose a single temptation or evil motion of any kind. And 
what I then said of you may equally be said of all men, and 
of the highest angels now in bliss. 

No creatnro can be better than a cravikg asd dakk 

YOL.n.- 
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DBSiKE. No efforts of its own can possibly kindle tha 
Binallest portion of ligbt or of love, till God, by giving biIn^ 
seli^ gives his light and love into it. 

Here bes the eternal difference between evil and good) 
between the creature and the Creator ; the spirila who are 
now in darkness are there for no other reason but for their 
desire of a proud and impossible independence; for their 
rejecting the tight nod love of that God, in whom, however, 
they live, and move, and have their desolate being. 

God U already the fulness of nil possible tilings ; he has, , 
therefore, all things to give, but nothing to desire." Th« 
creature, while empty of God, is a wanting desire; it has all' 
things to crave, but nothing to bestow. No two things in 
the universe can be more opposite, more contrasted. 

Remember, therefore, this distinction in yourself and all 
Others ; remember that, when you feel or see any instance 
of selfishness, you feel and see the coveting, grudging, and 
grappling of the creature ; but that, when you feel of see any 
instance of benevolence, you -feel and see the informing, 
influence of your God. All possible vice and malignity anl>- 
sists in the one ; all possible virtue, all possible beauty, all 
possible blessedness, subsists in the other. 

As God alone is love, and nothing but love, no arguments,, 
of our oivn can reason love into us, no efforts of our own caifc, 
possibly attain it. It must spring up within us, from th*^ 
divine bottom or source wherein our existence stands ; and^ 
it must break through the dark and narrow womb of sgI^jI 
into sentiments and feeHnga of good-will for others, belbr^j 
this child of God can be born into the world. 

Self is wholly a miser — it contracts what it possesses, ani} ; 
at the same time attracts all that it doth not possess. It at.i 
once shuts out others from its own proposed enjoyments,, 
and would draw into its Uttle whirlpool whatever othcrsi 
eiyoy. 
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lOve, on the contrary, is n, giving, not a craving; an 
V^^iBnsion, not a contraction ; it breaks in pieces the con< 
den^ng circle of self, and goes forth in the delightfulness of 
its deairc to blGss. 

Self is a poor, dark, and miaerablc nvariciousncs?, incapable 
of enjoying what it hath, through its grappling and grasping 
at wbat it hath not. The irapOBsibility of its holding all 
tilings, makes it envious of those who are in possession of 
any thing; and envy kindles the fire of hell, wrath, and 
wretchedness, throughout its existence. 

Love, on the other hand, is rioh, enlightening, and full of 
delight— the bounteouaness of its wishes makes the infinity 
of its wealth ; and, without seeking or requiring, it cannot 
fail of finding its own enjoyment and blesaedneBS in its desire 
to communicate and diffuse blessing and enjoyment. 

But ia it not, sir, a very terrible thing, said Harry, for 
poor creatures to be evil by the necessity of their nature. 

You mistake this matter, my Harry ; you take the empti- 
ness, darkness, and desire in the creature, to be the evil of 
the creature. They are, indeed, the only possible cause of 
evil in or to any creature ; but they are exceedmgly £ir from 
being an evil in themselves ; they are, on the contrary, the 
only, tbe necessary, and indispensable foundation whereon 
any creaturely benefit can be built. It is extremely good for 
the creature to be poor and weak, and empty, and dark, and 
desiring; for hereby ho becomes a capacity for being sup- 
plied with all the riches, power, glories, and blessedness of 
his God. 

As God is every where in and of himself, the fulness of all 
possible beings and beatitudes, he cannot create any thing 
independent or out of himself; they cannot be but by bebig 
both in him and by him. Could it be otherwise? Could 
any creature be wise, or powerful, or happy, in and of itself? 
Wbat a poor and stinted happiness must that have been -. vt& 
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blessedness, in tlint cane, must have been limited like iti 
being; and how infinitely, my child, should we then hive 
&llen short of " that eternal weight of glory " intended for 
us. But God has been gracionsly pleased to provide better 
things. If we humbly and desirously depend upon Mm, we 
become entitled to all that he has, and that he is. He will 
enlighten our darkness with his own illumination; he will 
inform our ignorance with his own wisdom; hia omnipotence 
wilt become the strength of our weakness ; he himself will 
be our rectitude and guide from all error ; he will purify our 
pollution ; put his own robe on our nakedness ; enrich our 
poverty with the heartfelt treasures of himself; and we shall 
be as 80 many mirrors wherein our divine friend and &ther 
shall delight to behold the express image of his own person, 
his own perfections and beatitudes, represented for ever. 

Oh, sirl exclaimed Harry, how you gladden, how you 
transport me ! I shall now no longer repine at my oivn weak- 
ness, or blindness, or ignorance, or insufficiency of any kind; 
since all these are but as so many vessels prepared to cont^ 
pearls of infinite price, even the riches, the enjoyment and 
fulness, of my God. Never will I seek or desire, never will 
I accept any thing loss than himself. 

You must, ray child, said Mr. Fenton: you are still in the 
flesh, in a carnal and propertied world ; your old man must 
be fed, though not pampered ; it must be mortified, but not 
slain. 

You read in the third chapter of Genesis how our first 
father lusted after the sensual fi'uits of this world ; how be 
wilfully brake the sole commandment of his God ; how he 
added to his apostasy the guilt of aspiring at independence ; 
how he trusted to the promise and virtue of creatures for 
making him equal in godhead to the Creator ; how in, that 
day he died the fearfullest of all deaths, a death to the foun- ' 
taia of life, light, and lovo. within him; and how hia eyea 
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.were opened to perceive the diange of bis body into groas- 
ness, corruption, discabG.", aad mortality, conformalile to the 
world to which lie Ircei t«med his faith, and into which he 
had cast himself. 

Now, had man continued .in. this state, his spirit, which 
had turned from God into its Own cr.eaturely emptiness, dark- 
ness, and desire, mnst have so coiHiiliied for ever, iu its own 
hell and misery, without the possibility of exciting or acquir- 
ing the smallest spark of benevolence orvirtm) of any kind. 
But God, in compassion to Adam, and more (Specially in 
compassion to his yet unsinning progeny, infudea 4nto bis 
undying essence a small embryo or reeotiception, of that 
lately forfeited image, which, in creation, had borne the per- 
fect likeness of the Creator. 

From hence arises the only capacity of any goodness in 
man. And, accordmg as we suppress, or quench, or encour- 
age and foster, this heavenly seed, or infant oflspring of God 
within us, in such proportion we become either evil, malig- 
nant, and reprobate ; or benevolent, and replete with liivino 
propensities and afiections. 

Now, Harry, let us turn our eyes to our gross and outward 
man ; for, as I told you, it must be cared for, and sustained 
agreeable to its nature : and it is well deserving of our 
attention, forasmuch as it is the husk, the habitation, and 
temple of that godlike conception which, when matured, is 
to break forth into never-ending glory. 

Lastly, the same outward man is further to be regarded 
by us, forasmuch as his infirmities, frailties, distemperatures, 
afflictions, aches, and anguishes, are so intimately felt by his 
divine inmate, that they occasionally excite those thousand 
Bocial charities, relations, and endearments, that with links 
of golden love connect the brotherhood of man. 

It is, therefore, woith while to inquire into the claims and 
rights of this close though gross companion ; at least, flO far 
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a may be requisite for liis necessary, if not eomfortnble, mtb* ' 
eistcnco upon eiirlh, . 

We find that God haa intrusted Iiim ivitll life, liberty, and 
Strength to acquire property foi; )iis sustenance. It is there- 
fore bis duty to preserve. a'.|-.tlicae trusts inviolate; for, as . 
they are wedded to hia ^aturo, " what God hath so joiued, 
let no inan put asunde^." ' 
I If these were mK, my Horry, the natural, inheritable, and 
indefeasible rights of all men, there wonld be no wrong, no 
injustice, m. depriving all you should meet of their liberty, 
their llvs^l-^nd properties, at pleasure. For all laws that 
wvra ci^ 'framed for the good govemraent of men (even 
WJ.tb the divine decalogue), are uo other than faint tran- 
\Borlpta of that eternal law of benevolence which waB 
["'written and again retraced in the bosom of the first num, 
and which all liis posterity ought to observe without further 
obligation. 

The capital apostle, St. Paul, bears testimony also to the 
impression of this law of rights on the conscionoes and 
hearts of all men, where he saya, in the second chapter of 
his epistle to the Romans, " Not the hearers of the law are 
just before God, but the doers of tlic law shall be justified. 
For when the GentUea, which have not the law, do by 
nature the thiiijs contained in the law, these, having not 
the law, are a Jaw unto themaelvea : which shew the work 
of the law writl-'n in their hearts; their consciences also 
bearing witness, und their thought^ the meanwhile, accudng 
^^^ or else excusing one another." 

^^L But, sir, interrupted Harry, I am quite astonished at the 
^^H jailing off of the father of mankind. So inlinitely benefited 
^^H and obliged as ho waa, so necessarily dependent also on hia 
^^^B omnipotent benefactor ; how fooliah, how base, how uu- 
^^H grateful, how unpardonable, as I think, was liia wonderful 
^^H apostasy t Wretched creatures that we are I no booi 
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braDch, to bo sure, could evor spring fi-om so debased, so 
cankered a stock. 

Let us not be prone to judge of others, my Harry. I am 
confident, as I am of my being, that had you or I been in 
the case or place of Adam, we should have fallen in like 
inanoer. He h:id an old and a very subtile adversary to 
deal with. He felt himself powerful, glorious, and happy. 
He had no notion that his present state could change for 
the worse. He was yet a novice in existence. He could 
form no conception of the depravity, pains, and mortality, 
that afterwards ensued. And he was strongly tempted by 
sensual objects from without, and by the emotions of his 
oreatorely nature withm him. But of this I am assured, 
Harry, that, if he was the greatest sinner, he was also the 
greatest and most contrite penitent that ever existed ; as 
the comparison of his first with his latter state must have 
given him the most poignant aad bitter compunctions, and 
most have caused him, with tenfold energy, to cling to that 
Rock fi'om which be was hewn, but from whence ha had 

I have already shewn you, Harry, that every man has a 
right in hia person and property ; and that his right is 
natural, inheritable, and indefeasible. No consent of parties, 
no institution, can make any change in this great and 
fundamental law of right ; it ia universal, invariable, and 
inalienable, to any men or system of men. It is only 
defeasible in particular cases ; as where one man, by assail- 
ing the safety of another, justly forfeits the title which he 
had to his own safety. 

If human nature had never fallen into a state of inordinate 
appetence, all laws and legal restraints would have been as 
needless and impertinent, as the study and practice of physio 
in a country exempted from mortality and disease. But, 
forasmuch as all men are tyrants by nature, all prone to covet 
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nd grasp at the rights of others, the great lavt of safstt 
;an no othoiwisB be assured, than by the rbstraiitt 

F EACH FROM DdlSG INJURY TO *xy. 

On this lamentable occasion, on this sad necessUy of man's 

kciilling for help against man, ia founded every intention and 

jnd of civil government. .All laws that do not branch from 

F-lhis stem, are cankered or rotten. All political edifices 

' that are not built and sustained upon this foutidation, " of 

defending the weak against the oppressor," must tumble 

uito a tyranny even 'ivorac than that anarchy which is called 

the state of nature, where individuals are unconnected by 

any social band. But if such a system conld be framed, 

■ whereby wrong should not be permitted or dispensed within 

I rany man, right would consequently ensue, and be enjoyed 

-.by all men, and this would be the perfection of Civil 

I LiBERTT. 

Sir, says Harry, I have heard some very learned men affirm 
Lithat God, in whom is the disposal of all lives and all pro- 
perties, has given to some a right of ruling over others j that 
governors are his vicegerents and representatives upon earth ; 
and that he hath appointed the descendible and hereditary 

I rights of fathers over families, of patriarchs over tribes, and 
of kings over nations. 
In a qualilied sense, my Ilarry, their affirmation may be 
just ; all the agents and instruments and dispensers of bene- 
ficence, whether their sphere be smaO or great, are God's 
true representatives and vicegerents upon earth ; he hath 
given authority to the tenderness of parents over their 
progeny ; and he hath invested patriarchs and kings with 
the rights of protection. But God never gave the vultare 
a right to govern over the dovecot— never gave «p the in 
cent many for a prey to the tyrannous few. God never can 
take pleasure in the breaches of the law of his own 
righteousness and benignity. Arbitrary reijcnts are no 
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further of his appomtment than the evils of -earthquakes 
and hurricanes — aa^ where he is aaid " to give the wicked a 
king in hia anger, and to set over the nations the hasest of 

The God 'of all right cannot will wrong to any : " Ilis ser- 
vice is perfect freedom." It is hia pleasure to deliver from 
" the land of slavery and the house of bondage ;" he is the 
God of equity and good-will to all his creatures ; he founds 
his own authority, not in power but beneficence. The law, 
therefore, of safety and well-being to all, is founded in the 
nature of God himself — eternal, immutable, and indispensa- 
ble. 

One man may abound in strength, authority, possessions ; 
but no man may have greater right than another. The beg- 
gar has as much right to his cloak and his scrip, as the king 
to his ermines and crown lands. 

To fence and establish this divinely inherent right, of 
security to the person and property of man, has been the 
study and attempt of Hermes, Confucius, Minos, Lycurgua, 
Solon, Nnma, and of all the legislators and systems of civil 
polity tliat ever warmed the world with a single ray of free- 
But so strong is the propensity to usurpation in tobji ; so 
dangerous is it to tempt trustees with the investiture of 
power; so difficult to watch the watchers — to restrain the 
restrainers from injustice — that, whether the government 
were committed to tJie One, the Few, or the Many, the par- 
ties intrusted have generally proved traitors ; and deputed 
power has almost perpetually been seized upon as property. 
Monarchy has ever been found to rush headlong into 
tyranny — aristocracy into faction and multiplied usurpation 
— and democracy into tumult, confusion, and violence. And 
all these, whether distinct or a mpounded with each other, 
have ended in the supremacy of some arbitrary tyrant. 
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^^H «oabIed by u body of military merceuanes to rule, oppress, 
^^H acd spoil the people at pleasure. 

^^H How England bath come, after the many Trrecks and ruins 
^^H vbich you have read of iu history, to survive, to recover, to 
^^F grow sounder from her wounds, and mightier fi^om ber dis- 
comfitures, nnd to rise superior, as we trust, to all future 
external and internal attempts — hath been owing to tbe 
peculiarity of her constitution. 

Iller constitution, it ia true, is not yet qnit, perhaps never 
ought to be quit, of some intestine commotions. For, though 
liberty has no relation to paily dissension or cabal against 
government, there is yet a kind of yeast observable in ita 
nature, which may be necessary to the fermentation and 
■working up of virtue to the degree that is requisite for the 
production of patriotism and public spirit. But when this 
yeast of liberty happens to light upon weak or vapid tem- 
pers, they are immediately affected like small beer casks, and 
ravo and boil over in abundance of factious sputter and tur- 
bulence. Party and faction, therefore, being the scum and 
ebullition of this animating yeast, arc sure signs and proofs 

■ of the life of liberty, though they neither partake nor com- 
municate any portion of its beneficence ; as rank weeds are 
the proof of a hot sun and luxuriant soil, though they are 
the detestable consequence of the one and the other. 

" Salus Populi — Public Safety — Security to the Persons and 
Properties of the People" — constitutes the whole of Eng- 
land's polity. Here empire is " Imperium kffitm, the sway 
I of law ;" it is the dispensation of beneficence, of equal right 
I toall: andthisempirerise8supremeoverking,!ord8,andcora- 
i mons, and is appointed to rule the rulers to the end of time. 
Other states before now have been compounded, like ours, 
t.9f prince, peers, and people, the one, few, and many united. 
; the error and failure of their constitution was this : — ■ 
i People, who are the Fountain of all Power, either 
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rolaineci in tlieii- own hands an authority which they never 
were qualified to wield; or deputed it to trustees without 
account, without a provident resource, or duo rcaerre of 
potency, when " those instmctcd willi jrovemment should be 
found to betray thoir trust." 

The people of England, on the contrary, claim no author- 
ity in government ; neither in the framing, administration, 
or eiCCBtion of the laws by which they consent to be 
governed. They are themselves imaged, and as it were 
epitomised, in their three several estates. The king repre- 
sents their majesty ; the lords their nobility ; and the cjjm- 
mons, more immediately, their legislative power. The con- 
Btitation is the inheritance of them and their posterity ; and 
theirs is the right and duty, at all times, to watch over, 
assert, and reclaim it. Wherefore, as you find in history, 
when any of the three estates have usuq)ed upon the others 
— even when all of them together have dared to violate the 
fi-amc of this salutary constitution ; the peoploT to whom it 
belongs, have never £iiled, as on the otfier day's revolution, 
to restore and reinstate it, 

England's three estates, of king, lords, and commons, are 
parts of the people, under covenant with the people, and 
accountable to the people ; but the people, as a people, make 
not any of the said estates. They are aa a perpetual fountain, 
from whence the three estates arise ; or rather as a sea of 
waters, in which three exalted waves should claim pre-emi- 
nence, which yet shall not be able to depart from their 
fund, but ui rotation are dissoluble and resolvable therein. 

Thus, however cotnphcated the system of England's polity 
may ho, it is all rooted in, and branches from the trust of the 
people, the trust of powers which they have granted to be 
returned in protection. And, in truth, it makes little dif- 
ference whether the powers in such cases be granted or 
aesamed ; whoever either receives or assumes such powers^ 
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^^^fttave to the ends of beneficence, is equally guilly of usnrpft- 

^^^B'tion and tyranny. 

^^^1 Government can bare no powers nave tlie powers of the 

^^^^Jieople; to wit, the power of their ntimbera, strength, and 

^^^^ courage, in time of war ; and in peace, of their art and 

industry, and the wetilth arising therefrom. Wlioever 

assumes to liimself these powers, or any part thereof, with- 

■ out the consent of the proprietors, is a robber, and shonld at 
least be divested of the spoil. 
On the other hand, if such powers are granted by the 
people, the people cannot gi'ant them for purposes to which 
they them selvoa cannot lawfully apply them. No man, for 
instance, can arbitrarily dispose of his own life or liberty, 
neither of the whole product of his own labours; forasmuch 
as the lives of himself and his family should be first sustained 
thereby, and bis obligationa to others fairly and fully dis- 
charged. He cannot, therefore, grant an arbitrai'y disposal 
of what he hath — not an arbitrary disposal in himself Much 
less can any man grant a power over the lives, liberties, or 
properties wf other people, as it would be criminal and highly 
punishable in himself to assail th^m. 

Hence it follows, as evident as any object at noon, that 
•'no man, or body of men, can rightfully assume, or even 
I accept, what no man or body of men can rightfiiljy grant," 
to wit, a power that is arbitrary or injurious to others. And 
hence it necessarily follows, that all usurpations of such 
powers throughout the earth, with all actual or pretended 
covenants, tnists, or grants, for the investiture or convey- 
2 of such illicit powers, are null and void on the execu- 
tion ; and that no man, or nations of men, can possibly be 
bound by any consents or contracts, eversive of the laws of 
, God and their own nature, of conimon sense and general 
I equity, of eternal reason and truth. 

I beg pardon, sir, says Harry, for interrupting you once 
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more ; but you desii'e that I should always speak iny mind 
witli ffeedom. You have deliglited ine greatly with the 
account which you gave of the benefits and sweets of iifr- 
erly, and of it3 being equally the claim and birthright of ail 
men ; and I wish to heaven that they had an equal enjoy- 
ment thereof. But this you kuow, air, is very far from being 
the case ; and that this animating fire, which ouglit to com- 
fort all who come into the world, ia now nearly extinguished 
throughout the earth. 

O (sir I if this diviue, golden lavs oflilvty were observed, 
if oil were restrained Jrom doing injiirg to any, what a 
heaven we should speedily have upon earth I The habit of 
such & restraint would in time suppress every motion to evil. 
The weak would have the ruigbtinesa of this law for their 
support ; the poor would have the benevolence thereof for 
their riches. Under the light and delightsome yoke of such 
a restraint, how would industry be encouraged to plant and 
to multiply the vine and the fig-tree I how would benignity 
rejoice to call neighbours and strangers to come and fear- 
lessly partake of the fruits thereof! 

How has the sacred name of all-beuefitiiig Liberty been 
perveried and protaned by the mouths of madding dema- 
gogues, at the head of tlieir shouting rabble, who mean no 
other than a licentious unmuzzling from all restraint, that they 
m.iy ravage and lay desolate the works and fruits of peace ! 

But liberty, in your system, is a real and essential good ; 
tbe only source, indeed, whence any good can arise. I see 
it, I revere it ; it abinea by its own light in the evidence of 
your description 1 

How is it, then, sir, that there are persons so bhnd or ao 
bigoted against their own interests and those of their fellows, 
as to declaim with much energy and studied argumentation 
against this divine, inheritable, and indefeasible right (not 
of kings, as it should seem), but of human kind f 
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lately hapjiened in company with a nrnnber of diacon- 

ited-looking gentlemen, wbom I supposed to have been 
ibettora of the late King James, And frii^nds to the arro- 
gating &mily of the Stewarts. Among ihem was one of 
BDme learning and great clevemcBs, and he paraded and 
diowed away at a vast rate concerning the divinely inherent 
tight of monarchs, implicit submission, passive obedience, 
non-reatstance, and what not. 

Our God, said he, is one God, and the substitutes of his 
mightiness should resemble himself; their power ought to be 
absolate, unquestioned, and undivided. TTie sun is hb glo- 
rious representative in the heavens ; and monarchs are hia 
representatives and mirrors upon earth, in whom ho is pleased 
to behold the reflection of his own majesty. 

Accordingly we lind, that the monai'chs over hia chosen 
people were of his special appointment ; and that their per- 
sona were rendered sacred and awfully inviolable, by unction, 
or the shedding of hallowed oil upon them. Many miscar- 
riages and woful detaults are recorded of Saul as a man ; yet, 
as a king, ho was held perfect in the eyes of his people. What 
an unhesitating obedience, what a speechless submiasion, do 
they pay to all hia behests ! Though he massacred their 
whole priesthood, to a man, iu one day, yet no murmur was 
heard — no one dared to wag a tongue, and much less to lift 
a finger, against the Lord's anointed. 

I own to you, sir, that this last argument staggered me j 
such an express authority of the sacred writings put me 
wholly to silence. Say, then, ray dearest father, give me the 
benefit of your entiglitening sentiments on this head, that I 
may know, on all occasions, to give to all men an account of 
the political faith that is in me. 

It is extremely surprising, rejoined Mr. Fenton, that all 
our lay and ecclesiastical champions for arbitrary power who 
bave raised such a dust, and kept such a coil about the 
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diplnc, hereditary, and indefeasible right of kings, and th« 
uneonditional duty of passive obedience in tlie subject, have 
founded their whole pile of argument and oratory on the 
divine appointment of the regal government of the Jews, as 
the perfect model and ensample whereby all other states 
are, iu like manner, required to form their respective govei'ii- 
ments. 

Now, if these champions had engaged on the opposite side 
of the question, and had undertaken the argaracnt against 
arbitrary power, they could not have done it more effectually, 
more conclusively, more unanswerably, than by showing that 
arbitrary power was the very evil so displeasing to the no^ 
ture of God, that ho exhibited his omnipotence in a series of 
public and astonishing wonders, in order to deliver this very 
peoplo from the grievance thereof; and more especiaUy to 
proclaim to all nations and ages the detestation in which his 
eternal justice holds all lawless dispensations — all acts of 
sovereign power that are not acts of protection. 

Could these champions, again, have better enforced the 
argument against arbitrary power, than by showing that this 
people BO miraculously enfi'anchisod, but now iat, and wan- 
tonly kicking under the indulgence of their God, had taken 
a loathing to the righteousness of the dispensations of their 
deliverer — "had rejected him," as he affirms, "from reign- 
ing over them ;" and had required a K^ing like to the kings 
of the neighbouring nations ? — the very eoil from which 
God had redeemed their forefathers ! 

Could these champions, further, have better demonsti-ated 
the misei-ics, the iniquities, the abominations of such a go- 
vernment, than by reciting the expostulations, the tender 
and earnest remonstrances, of God himself, on the suifeiings 
that these rebels were about to bring upon themselves from 
the enormities of an arbitrary and unlimited sovereignty ? 
And lastly, conld they have better recommended to the fi'ee 
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and the virtuous, to stand out to tlie death against arbitrary 
oppresdoD, than by showing ilie obstinacy of these apostate 
Jews, when they answered to the compnsaDDatiiig espostu- 
lations of their God — " Nay, but we will have a king, like all 
the nations, to rule over us." 

Nothing, nay Harry, can be more unaccountable, more 
astonishing, than the perverseness of that stiEf-necked nation. 

They daily drank the bitterest dregs of slavery ; they had 
been galled by double chains, and had groaned under an 
unprecedented tyranny and oppression. They cried out to 
their God, and he miraculously delivered them from the 
land of their misery, and from the house of their bondage. 
Yet, on the first cravings of appetite, these soul-sensualized 
wretches desired to be returned to their chains and their flesh- 
pots, and longed to groan and gormandize in their old sty. 

Hereupon God gave them flesh and bread to the full ; 
and he brought them into a land " flowing with millr and 
honey," and abounding with ail the good things of this 
life. He made them a free and sovereign people ; discom- 
fited their enemies before thcni ; and informed their judges 
with his own spirit for the dispensation of righteousness; 
insomuch that " every man sat under his own vine, and did 
what was right in his own eyes." And yet they lasciviously 
petitioned to be subjected to a state of absolute despotism/ 
and this for no assigned reason, save because it was the 
fashion : " Make us a king to judge us, like to all the nations 
around us," 

Here God, in the same act, approves his attributes of 
mercy and reluctant justice to his eiring creatures. Ha 
punishes their rebellion by no greater severity than the grant 
of their request. 

" And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice 
of the people in all that they say unto thee : for they have 
not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not 
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reigD over them. Howbeit, protest aolemaly nnto them, and 
Bhow them the manner of the king that shall reign over tliero. 

"Anil Samuel told all the worila of the Lord unto the 
people that asked of Lim a king. And he fvatl. This will be 
the manner of the king that shall reign over you : 

" He will take your sous and appoint them for himaelf, 
for his chariots, and to be his horsemen. And some shall 
run before his chatlote. And lie will appoint him captains 
over thousaude, and captains over fifties, and will set them 
to ear Ilia ground and to reap hia harvest. And he will take 
your danghters to be confectioners, and cooks, and bakers, 
and he will take your fields, and your vineyarde, and 
your oHveyards, even the best of them. And he will take 
your men-servants, and your m^d-servants, and your good- 
liest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work, 
and ye Bfaall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that 
day, because of your king which ye shall Lave chosen you ; 
iind the Lord will not hear you in that day, 

" Nevertheless, the people refused to obey the voice of the 
Lord and of Samuel; and they said, Kay, but we will have 
a king over us." 

And now, Harry, what do you gather from all these sacred 
authorities? — I gather, sir, answered Harry, from the express 
and repeated declarationn of holy writ, that whoever he be, 
whether sovereign or subject, who doth not wish that all 
men should be limited or restrained from doing injury to 
any, ia a rebel to the will of the 6fod of JJeneJtcence, and an 
enemy to the well-bemg of human kind. 

You have, exclaimed Mr. Fenton — you have, in a few 
words, spoke the whole of the matter. On what yon have 
said hang all tlie law and the prophets. 

Again, my dear, continued Mr. Fenton, it ia evident from 
the Iiistory, that the Jews themselves did not pay the smallest 
regard to the divine hereditary right of kingship. Both 
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David and Solomon, the second and tbird in succesdon, -wen 
, establiabed on the throne in direct contradiction to each prf- 
I tended right. And on the BUCces»on of Rehohoam, the 
I fourth king, ten of the twelve tribes repented of their Bub- 
' iniBsion to an arbitrary monarchy, and required the king to 
conaeut to a limitation of his authority, and to enter into n 
contract with the people, 

" And they spake unto Rehoboam, Baying — Thy &ther 

made our yoke grievous; now, therefore, make thou the 

' grievous service of thy fiither, and his lieavy yoke vrbich he 

put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee." 
' But when Rehoboam, by the advice of his sleek-headed 
ministry, refused to covenant with the people, the ten tribes 
cried out— "What portion have we in David? Neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jesse ; to your tenta, O 
Israel !" And thus the ten tribes revolted from the arbitrary 
domination of the houses of Saiil and David. For as the 
sacred text says — " The cause leasfrom the Lord." 

Now when these ten tribes sent and called Jeroboam, the 
son of Nebat, and made him king over Israel, it ia most evi- 
dent that they obliged him to limit the regal authority, and 
to covenant with them for the restoration and re-establish- 
ment of their popular rights. For in the sixth succession, 
when Ahab sat upon the throne, the regal prerogative had 
not yet so far usurped on the constitutional rights of the 
people, as to entitle Ahab to deprive his subjects even of a 
garden for herbs. 

"And Ahab said unto Naboth, Give me thy vineyard, that I 
may have it for a garden for herbs, because it is near unto my 
house, and I will give thee for it a better vineyard ; or, if it 
I seems good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. 
But Nabolh said to Ahab, The Lord forbid that I should give 
the inheritance of my fathers nnto thee. So Ahab came to hig 
L home heavy displeased, because Naboth had said I will no\ 
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give to thee tiie inheritanco of my Sitliera ; and lie laid him 
down upon his bed, and turned away his fece, and would 
eat no bread," 

Here ve see that the people of Israel had so fiir recovered 
their originally inherent and hereditary rights, that the regal 
estate had not the privilege of wresting from any subject so 
much as an herb garden. 

This was a mortifying circumstance to royal elevation, but 
power is seldom untruitful of expedients, A method was 
found of rending away Naboth's property (without his con- 
sent) under color of ike law to which he had consented. 
He was falsely impeached, and forfeited his life and inheri- 
tance together. But God, by the signal punishment which 
he inflicted for this breach on the natural rights of hia people, 
evinced to the world how dear they are in the eyes of eternal 
justice. 

How deplorable, then, my Harry, is the suppression of 
these rights, now nearly imiversal throughout the earth I 
But when people, from their infancy, aad from generation to 
generation, have been habituated to bondage, oppression and 
submission, without any tradition or memorial delivered 
down to them of a happier or more equitable manner of life ; 
they are accustomed to look on themselves, their poBsessions, 
and their progeny, as the rightful property of their rulers, to 
be disposed of at pleasure ; and they no more regret the 
want of Liberty that they never knew, than the blind born 
regret the want of the light of the sun. 

Before 1 give you this paper that I have in my liand, this 
epitome or picture, in miniature, of the incomparable beau- 
ties of the Britannic constitution, it may be requisite to pre- 
mise a few matters. 

Travellers, when they snrvey a grand Egyptian pyramid, 
are apt to inquire by whom the stupendous pile was erected, 
and how long it hath stood the assaults of time. But when 
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□otbing of ibis can be developei], ima^ation rang back 
through aatiqiuty without bounds ; and thence contemplates 

an object with peculiar vencratiou, that appears as it were t^ 
have had no beginning. 

Sucb a structure is the constitution of Great Britain ! No. 
records discover when it had a commencenienl ; neither can. 
any annals specify tlie time at which it was not. 

William the Norman, above seven hundred years ago, 0Q> 
h'n entering into the original contract with the people, en- 
gaged to govern them according to the bonm et af^obatm 
antiquce regni leges, the good, well-approved, and ant 
laws of the kingdom ; this constitution was therefore aucient^i 
even in ancient times. 

More than eighteen hundred years are now elapsed sinoO; 
Johns Ciesar, in the sixth book of his commentaries, boi« 
testimony as well to the antiquity as excellency of the system 
of the laws of Britain. lie telb ua that the venerablv 
order of the Druids, who then administered justice thronglv- 
out Gaul, derived their system of government from Britain; 
and that it was customary for those who wore desirous of 
being versed in the saiil ancient institutions to go over to 
Britain for that purpose. 

Cscsar seems to recommend, while he specifies, one of tfao 
laws that was then peculiar to the constitution of Britain. 
He tells you that, if a woman was suspected of the death of 
her husband, she was questioned thereupon with severity 
" by her neighbours ;" and that, if she was found guilty, 
was tied alive. to a stake, and burned to death. The very- 
trial used in Britain, " by a jury of neighbours," to this day. 

It is hence very obvious that our Gothic ancestors either 
adopted what they judged excellent in the British constitu- 
tion, or rather superadded what was deemed to be excellenV 
in their own. 

The people who went under the general name of Gotha, 
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were of many different nations, who, fi'oni the northern, 
poured down on the more Bouthem parts of Europe. 

Their kings were originally chiefs or generals, appointed 
to lead voluntary armies, or colonies, for the forming of new 
settlements in foreign lands ; and they were followed by a 
free and independent multitude, who Itad previously stipii- 
lated that they should share and enjoy the possessions whidi 
their valour should conquer. 

Nest to the general in order, the officers or principal men 
of the army wore attended, on such expeditions, by their 
kinsfolk, friends, and dependents, who chose to attach 
themselves to their persona and fortunes respectively ; and 
such attaehments gave these officers great power and con- 
sideration. 

On their conquest or seizure of any tract of country, a 
certain portion thereof was ailotted to the general for the 
maintenance of his person and household. The general then 
divided the remainder among his officers, to hold of him in 
fiefi at the certain service of so many lioi-so or foot, well 
armed and provided, etc., and proportioned to the value and 
extent of the land assigned. And the said officers again 
parcelled out the greatest part of the said possessions among 
their respective followers, to hold of themselves in like man- 
ner and service as they held of their general. 

On the conquest of a country, they seldom chose to exter- 
minate the natives or old inhabitants, but allotted to them 
also separate remnants of the land ; and admitted them to 
the common and equal participation of such laws or usages 
as they brought from their own country, or chose to adopt. 

Independent of the militaiy services above reserved, the 
prince, or chief, further reserved the civil services of personal 
attendance of his feudatory officers at certain times, and for 
certain terms, at hia general or national court. This court 
A'AH composed of three estates, the prince, the nobles, and 
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Bnch of tbe priesthood, whether Pagan or Chrurtian, aa htiS 
in fief from the prioce ; and from this national coundt oni 
parliament took its origin. 

The feudal oflScers also, on their part, reserved the 13m 
service and personal attendance of their proper tenants and 
vassals, at their respective conrts of judicatore. And for as 
Riuch ns, m such courts, no civil or criminal senteDce could 
take place till the voice of the jadge was affirmed hy the 
court, which consisted of such as were peers or equals to the 
party accused ; from thence we derive our free, ancient, and 
sacred institution of juries. 

If we look back upon one of those fief or feudal kings, 
seated higii on liis throne, and encircled with all the ensigns 
of royalty ; wlien we find him entitled the sole proprietor of 
all the lands within his dominions ; when we hear his auh- 
jccts acknowledge that he alone is the fountain from whence 
are derived all possessions, rights, titles, distinctions, and 
dignities ; when we see his most potent prefects and nobles, 
with lifted hands and bended knees, swearing fealty at his 
feet — who would not take him for an ai'bitrary and most, 
absolute prince ? 

Such a judgment, however, would have been very prema- 
ture. No prince could bo more limited. He had not the 
licence of doing hurt to the person or property of the mean- 
cat vassal throughout his dominions. But was he the less 
powei-ful, think you, for being leas absolute ? quite the con- 
trary. While he acted within the sphere of his compact 
with the people, he acted in all the persona and powers of 
the people. Though prescribed with respect to evil, the * 
extent of bis beneficence was wholly unconfined. He was 
not dreaded indeed, but on that account he was tbe more 
revered .ind beloved by his subjects. He was a part of 
the principal raomber of their body. In him 
they beheld, with delight, their own dignity and strength w 
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gloriooslf reprcsentod ; and, by being the proprietor of all 
their heaits, ho became the master of all their hands. 

O I csciaimed Hany, who would wish, after this, to be 
nnreatrained from any kind of evil ? how frightfii], how de- 
teatable is that power, which is not exercised in acta of 
benevolence alone ! and all who pleaae may be infinite m tho 
Ktretch of a good- will. 

True, my dear, said Mr. Fenton — I have now, oontinned 
he, given yow the rough and unformed rudiments of our 
Britannic constitution. And here I deliver to you my little 
model of the finished construction tlicreof, as it now stands 
on the revolution just achieved by his present glorioQs 
majesty, King William, 

Your reading has informed you, and may further inform 
yon, of the several steps and strnggles whereby this great 
badness was finally effected. It was not suddenly brought 
to pass; it was the work of many ages; while Britain, like 
AnUeus, though often defeated, rose more vigorous and rein- 
forced from every soil. Of times long passed, what &tupen- 
doufl characters! what sacred names! what watchful councils! 
what bloody effiiaioiis ! what a people of heroes ! what 
senates of sages ! How hath the invention of nature been 
stretched, how have the veins of the valiant been exhansted, 
to form, support, reform, and bring to maturity, this unex- 
ampled constitution, this coalescence and grand effort of 
every human virtue, British liberty! 

[Here follows Mr. Fenton's short system of the beauties 
and benefits of our constitution. But, if the reader loves 
amusement preferable to instruction, he is at liberty to pass 
it over, and proceed in the story.] 



THE rOOL OF QrALITT. 



THK REGAL ESTATE. 



Thb king, in the constitution of Great Biitain, is more 
properly the king of, than a king over the people, united to 
them, one of them, and contained in them. At the same 
time that he is ncknowledgcd tlio head of their body, he ii 
their principal servant or minister, being the deputes of 
their executive power. 

His cUim to the throne is not a claim aa of some matter of 
property or personal right ; he doth not claim, but is claimed 
Ijy the people in their parliament; and he is claimed or 
called upon, not to the investiture of possessions, but thfl 
performance of duties. He is called upon to govern the peo- 
ple according to the laws hy which they themselves have 
consented to be governed ; to cause justice and mercy to b« 
dispensed throughout the lealm ; and to his utmost to exe- 
cute, protect, and maintain the laws of the gospel of God, 
and the rights and liberties of all the people without distinc- 
tion ; and this he swears on the gospel of God to perform. 
And thus, as all others owe allegiance to the king, the king 
himself ovieth allegiance to tfie constitution. 

The existence of a king, as one of the three estates, ifl 
immutable, indispensable, and indefeasible ; the constitution 
cannot subsist without a king. But then hia personal dalm 
of possession, and of hereditary succession to the throne, is 
in several instances precarious and defeasible ; as in case of 
any natural incapacity to govei-n, or of an open avowal of 
principles bcompatible with the constitution ; or in case of 
overt acts demonstrative of such principles ; or of any 
attempt to sap or overthrow a fundamental pait of that ays- 
tern which he was called in, and constituted, and has awom 
to maintain. 

Though the cltum of all kings to the throne of Great 
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Britain is a limited and defeasible claim ; yet the world can 
afford no rival in power or glorj-, to a conatUutionat aaver- 
eiffn of theae free dominions. 

For the honour of their own body, they have iuveated this 
their heSid with HiI! possible illustration ; he conoentratcH the 
rays of many nations. They have clothed him in royal robon, 
and circled his head with a diadem, and enthroned him on 
high ; and they bow down before the mirror of their own 
majesty. 

Neither are his the mere ensigns or external shows of 
regency ; he is invested alao with powers much more real 
than if they were absolute. 

There are three capital prerogatives with which the king 
is intrusted, which, at first sight, appear of fearful and dan- 
gerous tendency, and which must infallibly and quickly end 
in arbitrary dominion if they wore not counterpoised and 
counteracted. 

His principal prerogative is to make war or peace, as alao 
treaties, leagues, aud alliancea with foreign potentates. 

His second prerogative is to nominate aud appoint all 
ministers and servants of state, all judges and administrators 
of justice, and all oflicers, civil or military, throughout these 
realms. 

His third capital prerogative is, that he should have the 
whole executive power of the government of these nations 
by his said ministers and officers, both civil and military, 

I might here also have added a fourth prerogative, which 
most have been capitally eversive of the constitation, had it 
not been limited in the original trust — I mean a power of 
granting pardon to criminals. Had this power been unre- 
strained, all obligations to justice might be absolved at the 
king's pleasure. An evil king might even eneom'age the 
breach of law; he must, unquestionably, have dispensed with 
all illicit acts that were perpetrated by his own orderfl and 



^ 



I 



lil THE FOOL OF QtTALITT. 

dua aaeurance of pardon must, aa unqueationabl^, hare eibi 
ooaraged all hU ministers and officers to execute hia Trill afc 
the only rule of their obedience. 

But God and our glorious ancestors be praised I He ii 
restrained from protecting his best-beloved ministers wheai 
they have effected, or even imagined, the damage of the coi^ 
Btitution. He is also limited in appeals brought by the 8ub> 
ject for murder or robbery. But on indictments in his owa 
name, for offences against his proper person and government^ 
BEch as rebellion, insurrection, riot, and breaches of thtt\ 
peace by murder, main, or robbery, ete., here he is at liberty* 
to extend the arm of his mercy ; forasmuch as there ar«t 
nuiny cases so circumstanced, so admissive of pitiable andt 
palliating considerations, that mmmumjus, or strict justlo^i 
might prove gumma injuria, or extreme injustice. 

All pardonable offences are distinguished by the title of 
"orimina lasm majestatis — sins against the king:" aUi 
nnpardonable offences are distinguished by tlie title of 
" crimina Itesse libertatis — sins against the constitution.''i 
In the first case, the injury is presumed to extend no further, 
than to one or a few individuals ; in the second, it is charged 
as a sin against the public, against the collective body of thoii 
whole people. Of the latter kind are nuisances that mayeih' 
danger the lives of travellei-a on the highway; but more oapi>' 
tally, any imagination, proven by overt act or evil ati< 
vice, tending to change the nature or form of any one of th» 
three estates ; or tending to vest the government, or 
administration thereof, in any one or any two of the 
estates, independent of the other ; or tending to raiaft 
standing armies, or to continue them in time of peace 
■without the consent of parliament ; or tending to give Ra% 
foreign state an advantage over these realms by sea or l^ 
land, etc. 

The king hath also annexed to his dignity many furthell 
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very important powers and prerogatives, though they do not 
BO intimately interfere with the constitntion aa the capital 
prerogatives above recited. 

He is first considered aa the original proprietor of all the 
lands in these iingdoms ; and he founds this claim, aa well on 
the conqneat by William the Norman, aa by the limited kings 
or leaders of our Gothic ancestors. 

Hence it comes to pass, that all lands to which no subject 
can prove a title, are supposed to be in their original owner, 
and are therefore, by the constitution, vested in the crown. 
On the same principle, also, the king is entitled to the lands 
of all persons who die without heirs ; as also to the posses- 
sions of all who are convicted of crimes subversive of the 
constitution or public weal. 

His pei-aon, while he is king or inclusive of the first estate, 
is conatitutionaJly sacred, and exempted from all acts of vio- 
lence or constraint. As one of the estates, also, he is consti- 
tuted a corporation, and his Teste-Meipso, or written testi- 
mony, amounts to a matter of record. He also esercises, at 
present, the independent province of supplying raembera to 
the second estate by new creation, a very large accession to 
his original powers. Bishops also are now appointed and 
nominated by the king, another considerable addition to the 
royal prerogative. His is the sole prerogative to coin or im- 
press money, and to speciiy, change, or determine the cur- 
rent value thereof; and for this purpose he is supposed to 
have reserved, from his original grants of lands, a property 
in mines of gold and silver, which are therefore called roy- 
alties. 

As he is one of the three constitutional estates, no action 
can lie against him in any court , neither can ho be barred 
of his title by length of time or entry. And these itlustrationa 
of his dignity cast rays of answerable privileges on bis royal 
ooneort, heir-apparent, and eldest danghter. 
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The king bath also aome other inferior and conditionfll 
powers, Buch as of instituting Curs and markets, and of issiW 
ing patents for spedal or personal purposes, provided thay 
shall not be found to infringe on the rights of others, 
also intrusted with the guardianship of the persons and poB* 
sessions of idiots and lunatics, without account. 

I leave his majesty's prerogative of a negative voice in the 
legislature, as also his prerogative (or rather duty) fro-j 
quently to call the two other estates to parliament, and duly 
to continue, prorogue, and dissolve the same, till I come tA 
speak of the three estates when in such parliament assoiubledi 

Here then we find, that a King of Great Britain is conetl- 
tutionatly invested with every power that can possibly b«l 
exerted iu acta of heneficenoe ; and that, while he continae» 
to move within the sphere of his benign appointment, h» 
continues to be constituted the most worthy, most mighty^ 
and most glorious representative of Omnipotence upon enrthi^ 

In treating of the second and third estate, I come natuT* 
ally to consider what those restraints are, which, while they 
arc preserved inviolate, have so happy a tendency to th« 
mutual prosperity of prince and people, 

THE ABISTOCr.ATiaiL OB SECOND ESTATE, 

The nobility, or second estate in the constitution of Great 
Britain, is originally representative. The members were ea^ 
nobled by tenure, and not by writ or patent ; and theywer* 
holden in service to the crown and kingdom for the respec- 
tive provinces, counties, or baronies, whose name they bor% 
and which they represented, 

A title to be a member of this second estate was from tha 
beginning hereditary : the king could not anciently either 
create or defeat a title to noliility. Their titles were not 
ArfeJtable save by the judgments of their peera npon legal 
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trial ; and when any vera so deprived, or happened to die 
vithout heirs, the succession ^ss deemed too importsnt to 
be otherwise filled than by the concurrence of the three 
estates, by the joint and solemn act of the Parliament, or 
Commune Concilium Megni. 

These trntha are attested by many ancient records and 
parliamentary acts. And although this most highly enno- 
bling custom was, at particular times, infringed by particular 
tyrants, it was inviolably adhered to by the best of our Eng- 
liab tings, and was observed even by the worst, excepting a 
few instances, till the reign of Henry VII,, who wished to 
give consequence to the tliird estate by deducting from the 
honours and powers of the second. 

In truth, it is not to be wondered that any kings, who 
were ambitious of extending their own power, should wish 
to break and weaken that of the nobility, who had distin- 
guished themaelvea by so many glorious stands for the main- 
tenance of liberty and the constitution ; more particularly 
daring the reigns of John, Henry III., the second Edward, 
and second Richard. 

Till Harry VH, the nobles were looked upon as bo many 
pillars whereon the people rested their rights. Accordingly 
we find that, in the coalition or grand compact betweeu 
John and the collective body of the nation, the king and peo- 
ple jointly agree to confide to the nobles the anperintondence 
of the execution of the great charter, with authority to them 
and their successors to enforce the due performance of the 
covenants therein comprised. 

What an illustrating distinction must it have been, when 
patriot-excellence alone (approved before the country in the 
field or the council) could give a cl^m to nobility, and com- 
pel, as it were, the united estates of kings, lords, and com. 
mons, to call a man np to a second teat in the government 
and steerage of the nation. 
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^^B Such a preference must have proved aa uni-emittiiig incite* 

^^H ment to the cultivatioa and exercise of every virtue ; and 
^^H to euch esertions, achievemeots, and acta of public beneS) 
^^1 cence, as should draw a man forth to so ahitiing a point of 
^^B light, and act him like a gem in the gold of the constitution. 
^^H The crown did not, at once, assume the iadepeodent righi 

^^H of conferring nobility. Henry m. first omitted to caQ 
^^^B aome of the barons to parliament who were personally' 
^^V obnoxious to him, and he issued hia writs or written lett^S 
^^M to some others who were not barons, but from whom bs 
^^1 expected greater conformity to arbitrary measures, Thew 
^^^ writs, however, did not ennoble the party till he WM 
^^M admitted by the second estate to a seat in parliament ; neither: 
^^M was such nobility by writ hereditary. 

^^M To supply tbeae defects, the arbitrary ministry ofKichard IL 

^^1 invented the method of ennobling by letters patent at tbt 
^B king's pleasure, whether for years or for life, or in special ok 

general t^l, or in foe-aimple to a man and his heirs at large. 

l^ia prerogative, however, was thereafter in many instance* 

t declined and discontinued, more particularly by the constitu^ 
tional king ITarry the Fifth, till, meeting with no oppositioB 
from the othe!' two estates, it has successively descended from 
Harry VII., on nine crowned heads, through a prescriptioB 
of near a century and a half. 
Next to the king, the people have allowed to their peerags^ 
several priv-ilegen of the most uncommon and illustrious di»- 
tinction. Their Christian namea, and the names that 
descended to them from their ancestors, are absorbed by the 
name from whence they take their title of honour, and by 
thia tbey make th^r signature in all letters and deeds. 
Every temporal peer of the realm is deemed a kinsman to tha 
orown. Their deposition on their honour is admitted is 
place of their oath, save where they personally present thentf 
selves as witnesaes of the fects, and saving their oaths of 
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ftllegiance, supremacy, and abjoration. Their persons are at 
all times exempted from arrest, except in criminal cases. A 
detamaCion of their character is highly pUDialiable, however 
true the facts may be, and deserving of censure. During 
se'saion of parliament, all actions and suits at law against 
peers are suspended. In presentments or indictments by 
grand juries, and on impeachments by the house of commons, 
peers are to be tried by their peers alone ; for in all criminal 
cases they are privileged from the jurisdiction of inferior 
courts, excepting on appeals for murder or robbery. Peers 
are also exempted from serving on inquests. And in all 
civil eases, where a peer is plaintiff, there must be two or 
more knights empannelled on the jury. 

The bishops, or spiritual lords, have privilege of parliar 
ment, but have not the above privileges of personal nobility. 
In all criminal cases, saving attainder and impeachment, they 
are to be tried by a petit jury. Moreover, bishops do not 
vote, in the house of lords, on the trial of any person for a 
capital crime. 

All the temporal and spiritual nobles that compose the 
house of lords, however different in their titles and degrees 
of nobility, are called peers (pares), or equals; because their 
voices are admitted as of equal value, and that the vote of a 
bishop or baron shall be equivalent to that of an archbishop 
or duke. 

The capital privilege (or rather prerogative) of the house 
of peers consists in their being the supreme couil of judlcar 
ture, to whom the tiaat decision of all civil causes are confided 
and referred in the last resort. 

This constitutional privilege is a weighty counterpoise to 
hia majesty's second prerogative of appointing the adminis- 
trators of justice throughout the nation; forasmuch as judges 
(who are immediately under the influence of the crown) are 
yet intimidated from infringing, by any sentence, on the laws 



• MS 



-fHB FOOL OF QCAUTT. 



or oonBtitntton of these realms, while a judgment so hjghlj 
superior to their own impends. 

The second great privilege of the house of peers consists 
in their having the sole judicature of at! impeachmenta com- 
menced and prosecuted by the conunons. And this, again, 
is a very weighty counterpoise to his majesty's third pro- 
rogatiTc of the executive government of these nations by hia 
ininiBters ; since no minister can be so great as not justly to 
dread the coming under a judgment from which the mighti- 
neas of his royal master cannot protect him. 

The third capital privilege of the house of peers snb^ts ia 
their share, or particnlar department of rights, in the legi^ 
lature. This extends to the framing of any bills, at their 
pleasure, for the purposes of good government; saving 
always to the commons their incommunicable right of grant- 
ing taxes or Bub^ies to be levied on their constituents. But 
on such bills, ns on all others, the house of lords hare a 
negative — a happy counterpoise to the power both of long 
and commons, should demands on the one part, or bonntiefl 
on the other, exceed what is requisite. 

The change of the ancient modus in conferring nobility, 
baa not hitherto, as I trust, been of any considerable detri- 
ment to the weal of the people. But should some future 
majesty, or rather some future ministry, entitle folk to & 
voice in the second estate on any consideration save that of 
eminent virtue and patriotic service, might it be pos^ble 
that such ministers should take a further stride, and confer 
nobility for actions deserving of inihmy ; should they even 
covenant to grant such honours and dignities in lieu of sep. 
vices subversive of the constitution; a majority of such a 
peerage must either prove too light to effect any pnblio 
benefit, or heavy enough to effect the public perdition. 
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THE DEUOCKATICAL Olt THIRD ESTATE. 



The election of commoners to be immediate tnisteea anil 
apt repreBcntatives of the people in parliament, is the here- 
ditary and indefeasible privilege of the people. It is the 
privilege which they accepted, and which tbey retain, in 
exi hange of their original inherent and hereditary right of 
sitting with the king and peers IN person, for the gaardion- 
ship of their own liberties, and the institution of their 
own laws. 

Such representatives, therefore, can never have it in their 
power to give, delegate, or extinguish tlie whole or any part 
of the people's inseparable and unextinguishable share in the 
legislative power ; neither to impart the same to any one of 
the other estates, or to any persons or person whatever, 
either in or out of parliament. Where plenipotentiaries 
take upon them to abolish the authority of their own princi- 
ples, or where any secondary agents attempt to defeat the 
power of their primaries, such agents and plenipotentiaries 
defeat tbeir oivn commission, and all the powers of the trust 
necessarily revert to the constituents. 

The persona of these temporary trustees of the people, 
dui'ing their session, and for fourteen days before and after 
every meeting, adjouiTiment, prorogation, and dissolution of 
parliament, are equally exempted, with the peraons of peers, 
irom arrests and duress of every sort. 

They are also, during their session, to have ready access to 
the king or house of lords, and to address or confer vrith 
them on all occasions. 

No member of the bouse of commons, no more than of the 
house of peers, shall suffer, or be questioned, cr compelled 
to witness or answer, in any court or place whatsoever, 
touching any thing said or done by himself or otti*rs in pw- 
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Uament, in order that perfect freedom of speech and actit 
may leave nothing undone for the publio weal. 

They have alao, during session, an equal power with the^' 
house of lords, to punish any who shall presume to traduce i 
their dignity, or detract from the rights or privileges of any, 
member of the house. 

The commons form a court of judicature distinct from th«a 
judicature of the house of lords. Theirs is the peculiar pri- 
vilege to try and adjudge the legality of the election of their-, 
own members. They may fine and con6ne their own mem-, 
bors, as well as others, for delinquency or offence agdnst thd, 
honour of their house; but in all other matters of judicature, 
they arc merely a conrt of inquisition and presentment, and, 
not a tribunal of definitive judgment. 

In this respect, however, they are extremely formidable. 
They constitute the grand inquest of the nalion ; for which, 
great and good purpose they are supposed to be perfectly 
qualified by a personal knowledge of what hath been trans- 
acted throughout the several shii-ea, cities, and boroughS) 
from whence they osaemble, and which they represent. 

Over and above their inquiry into all public grievances,, 
wicked ministers, transgressmg magiatratea, corrupt judgM' 
and judiciaries, who sell, deny, or delay justice; evil coun- 
sellors of the crown, who attempt or devise the subversioa 
or alteration of any part of the constitution ; with all such: 
overgrown malefactors as are deemed above the reach of 
inferior courts— all come under the particular cognizance of 
the commons, to be by them impeached, and presented for 
trial at the bar of the house of lords. And those inquisitory 
and judicial powers of the two houses, from which no man., 
under the crown can be exempted, are deemed a sufficient 
allay and counterpoise to the whole executive power of tlift 
king, by his ministers. 

The legislative department of the power of the commons 
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ts in all respects coequal with that of the peers. They frame 

any bills at pleasure for the purposes of good government. 
They exercise a right, as the lords also do, to propose aod 
bring in bills for the amendment or repeal of old laws, aa 
well as for the ordaining or institution of new ones. And 
each houae, alike, hath a negative on aU bills that are framed 
and passed by the other, ' 

But the capital, the incommunicable privilege of the bouse 
of commons, arises from that holy trust whiuh their ooDBtitu- 
ents repose in them ; whereby they are empowered to bor- 
row from the people a small portion of their property, in 
order to restore it threefold in the advantages of peace, 
equal government and the encouragement of trade, industry, 
and manufactures. 

To impart any of this trust would be a breach of the oon- 
stitntion ; and even to abuse it would be a felonious breach 
of common honesty. 

By this fundamental trust, and incommunicable privilege, 
the commons have the sole power over the money of the 
people ; to grant or deny aids, according as they shall judge 
them either requisite or unnecessary to the public service. 
Theirs is the province, and theirs alone, to inquire and judge 
of the several occasions for which such aids may he required, 
and to measure and appropriate the sums to their respective 
uses. Theirs also is the sole province of framing all bills or 
laws for the imposing of any taxes, and of appomting the 
means of levying the same upon the people. Neither may 
the first or second estate, either king or peerage, propound 
or do any thing relating to these matters that may any way 
interfere with the proceedings of the commons ; save in their 
negative or assent to such bills when presented to them, 
without addition, deduction, or alteration of any kind. 

After such like aids and taxes have been levied and dis- 
posed of, the commons have the further ri£;ht of inquiring 
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^^M and exsminiiig into the applicatiou of sitch aiOs ; of ordering 
^^^L all accoants relative thereto to he laid before them ; and of 
^^^ft censuriog the abuse or misapplication thereof. 
^^^H The royal nsncnt to all other bills is expressed hy the 
^^B terms, "Le roy le veut — the king wills it ;" but when the 
^^V commons present their bills of aid to his majesty, it is 
^^H answered — " Le roy reraereie sea loyal sojets, et ainsl le vent 
^^H — ^tho king thanks his loyal BTibject!", and so willeth." An 
^^H express acknowledgment, that the right of granting or levy- 
^^^B ing raonies for public pui'poscs lies solely, inherently, and 
^^H^ incommunicably, in the people and their representatives, 
' This capital privilege of the commons constitntea the 

grand counterpoise to the king's principal prerogative of 
maldng peace or war ; for how impotent must a warlike 

I enterprise prove without money, which makes the sinewa 
thereof! And thus the people and their representatives still 
retain in their hands the ffrand momentum o( the constitu- 
tion, and of all buraau affairs. 
Distinguished representatives I Happy people ! immutably 
happy while leorthihj represented! 
As the fathers of the several families throughout the king- 
dom, nearly and tenderly comprise and represent the per- 
sons, cares, and concerns, of their respective hoiiseholds, bo 
these adopted fathers immediately represent, and intimately 
concentrate, the persons and concerns of their respective 
constituents, and in them the collective body or sum of 
the nation. And while these fethers continue true to their 
adopting children, a single stone cannot lapse from the great 
fabric of the constitntton, 

THE tuuke estates ijj faeliamest. 

"With the king, lords, and commons, in parliament assem- 
Dled, the people have deposited their legislative or absolute 
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power, »»i trust, for their whole body ; the said king, lords, 
and commonB, whea so aBBembled, being the great repre- 
sentative of the whole Dation, as if all the people were then 
convened in one genera! assembly. 

As the inalitution, repeal, and amendment of laws, to- 
gether with the redress of public grievances and offences, are 
not within the capacity of any of the three estates distinct 
from the others ; the frequent holding of parliaments is the 
vital food, without which the constitutioa cannot subsist. 

The three estates originally, when assembled in parlia- 
ment, sat together consulting in the open field. Accord- 
ingly, at Running Mead, five hundred years ago, King John 
passed the great charter (as therein is expressed) by the 
advice of the lords spiritual and temporal, by the advice of 
several commoners (byname recited), e( aliorum fdeliutn, 
and of others his faithful people. And, in the twenty-first 
clause of the said charter, ho covenants that, " for having 
the common council of the kingdom to assess aids, he will 
cause the lords spiritual and temporal to be summoned by 
hia writs ; and moreover, that he will cause the pi-incipal 
commoners, or those who held from him in chief) to be 
generally summoned to said pai-Uaments by his sheriffs and 
bailiffs." 

In the said assemblies, however, the eoncourso became so 
great and disorderly, and the contests fi-equently so high, 
between the several estates, in assertion of their respective 
prerogatives and privileges, that they judged it more expe- 
dient to sit apart, and separately to exercise the offices of 
their respective departments. 

As there is no man or set of men, no class or corporation, 
no village or city throughout the kingdom, that is not repre- 
sented by these their delegates in parliament ; this great 
body.poUtic, or representative of the nation, consists, like 
the body-natural, of a head and several members, which. 
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being endowed with different powers for the eiercise of 
different officea, are yet connected by one main and commoa 
interest, and actuated by one life or spirit of public reason, 
called the laies. 

In all steps of national import the king is to be conducted 
by the direction of the parliament, his great national cooncil 
— a council on whom it is equally incumbent to consult for 
the king with whom they are connected, and for the people 
r by whom they are delegated, and whom they represent. 
[ Thus the king is, constitutionally, to be guided by the sense 
of the parliament, and the parliament alike is, constitutionally, 
to be guided by the general sense of the people. The two 
estates in parliament are the constituents of the king ; and 
the people, mediately or immediately, are the conatituents 
of the two estates in parliament. 

Now, while the three estates act distinctly within their 
respective dopnrtmentB, they affect, and are redprocally 
affected by each other. This action and reaction produces 
that general and systematic control which, like eonacience, 
pervades and supei-intends the whole, checkbg and prohibit- 
. ing evi! from every part of the constitution. And from this 
confinement of every part to the rule of right reason, ariseth 
the great law of liberty to all. 

For instance :— the king has the sole prerogative of mak- 
ing war, etc. ; but then the means are in the hands of the 
people and their representatives. 

Again — ^To the king ia committed the whole executive 
power ; but then the ministers of that power are accountable 
to & tribunal from which a criminal has no appeal or deliver- 
ance to look for. 

Again — To the king is committed the cognisance of all 
causes; but should his judges or justiciaries pervert the rule 
of righteousness, an inquisition, impeachment, and trial im- 
pends, &om whose judgment the judges cannot be exempted. 
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Again — ^The king hath a negative upon all bills, whereby 
his own prerogatives are guarded from invasion ; but should 
he refuse the royal aaaent to billa tending to the general 
good of the subject, the commons can alao withhold tlieir 
billa of assessment, or annex the rejected bills to their billa 
of aids, and they never failed to pass in such agreeable 
company. 

Lastly— To the king ia committed the right of calling 
the two estates to parliament ; but should he refuse bo to call 
them, such a refusal would bo deemed " an abdication of 
the constitution ;" and no one need be told at this day, that 
" an abdication of the constitution is an abdication of the 
throne.^' 

Thus, while the king acts in consent with the parliament 
and his people, he is limitless, irresistible, omnipotent upon 
earth ; he is the free wieldcr of all the powers of a free and 
noble peoplo^a king throned over all the kings of the child- 
ren of men. But should ho attempt to break bounds— 
shonld he cast for independence — ho finds himself hedged in 
and straitened on every side— he finds himself abandoned by 
all his powers, and justly leil to a state of utter impotence 
and inaction. 

Hence is imputed to the sovereign head, in the constitution 
of Great Britain, the high and divine attribute — the king can 
do no wrong y for he is so circumscribed from the possibility 
of transgression, that no wrong can be permitted to any 
king in the constitution. 

Wbile the king is thus controlled by the lords and the 
commons — while the lords are thus controlled by the com- 
mons and the king — and while the commons are thus con- 
trolled by the other two estates from attempting any thing 
to the prejudice of the general welfare; the three estates 
may be aptly compared to three pillars, divided below at 
eqnidistaut angles, but united and supported at top, merely 
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by tbo bearing of each pillar against the others. Take but 
any one of these pillars away, and iho other two mnst inevit- 
ably tumble. But while all act on each other, all are equally 
counteracted, and thereby affirm and establiflh the general 
frame. 

How deplorable then would it be, should thia elaborate 
atructure of our happy conBtitution, within the short period 
of a thousand years hence— possibly in half the time — fall a 
prey to effeminacy, pusillanimity, venality, and seduction; 
like some aucient oak, the lord of the forest, to a pack of vile 
worms that lie gnawing at the root ; or, like Egypt, be con- 
temptibly destroyed by " lice and locusts I" 

Should the morals of our constituents ever come to be 
debauched, consent, which is the salt of liberty, would then 
be corrupted, and no salt might he found wherewith it oonld 
be seasoned. Those who are inwardly the servants of sin, 
must be outwardly the servants of influence. Each moa 
would theu be as the Trojan horse of old, and carry the ene- 
mies of his country within his bosom. Our own appetites 
■would then induce us to betray our own interests, and state 
policy would seize us by the hand of our lusts, and lead as 
" a willing sacrifice to our own perdition." 

Should it ever come to pass that corruption, like a dark 
and low-hung mist, should spread from man to man, and 
cover these lands — should a general dissolution of manners 
prevail — should vice be countenanced and communicated by 
the leaders of fashion— should it come to be propagated by 
ministers among legislators, and by the legislators among 
their constituents — should guilt lift up its bead without fear 
of reproach, and avow itself in the face of the sun, and laugh 
virtue out of countenance by force of numbers — should 
public duty turn public strumpet— should shops eorae to be 
advertiied where men may dispose of their honour and 
honesty at so much per ell — should public markets be opened 
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for the purchase of consciences, with an " O yes I We bid 
most to those who set themselves, their trust, and their 
country, to sale.'* If such a day, I say, should ever arrive, 
it would be doomsday indeed to the virtue, to the liberty, 
and constitution of these kingdoms ! It would be the same 
to Great Britain as it would happen to the universe should 
the laws of cohesion cease to operate, and all the parts be 
dissipated, whose orderly connection now forms the beauty 
and common wealth of nature. Want of sanity in the mate- 
rials can never be supplied by any art in the building. A 
constitution of public freemen can never consist of private 
constitutes. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



I 



Lr little more than ^ moDth, Hanj nude himself peHect 
master of the ^stem of the British constitntioii, and vrotfi 
comments upon it mnch more Tolominons than the text. 
As he had lost his friend Ned, little Dicfcy Clement became 
the principal companion of his honrs of amusement, and 
Dicky, with hid good-will, wonld never be from his heels. 

One mornmg as they strolled np the road, some distance 
from the town, Harry observed a crowd gathering &st on 
the way, and hasteaed like others to see what was th« 
matter. 

As soon as he arrived, he perceived Mr. Gripe the cod- 
Btable at the head of the posse, with hb painted staff of 
aatbority exalted in bis hand. Pray, what are yo i abcint 
Mr, CoBStahle ? says Harry. — ^I am going, sir, to seize a 
robber who has taken shelter in yonder waste hovel. — And 
whom did ho rob ? — He robbed Mr. Niggards here, that is 
to say, his boy here, of a sixpenny loaf. — Perhaps the man 
was hungry, said Harry, and had not wherewithal to buy 
one. Pray tell me, my lad, how the aERiir was. 

Why, master, yon must know as bow Mr, Niggards, my 
master here, eent mo this morning to the town with a shil- 
ling to buy two sixpenny loaves. So, as I was coming 
back, I met an able-looking man, who made me afraid with 
\ti and meagre face. — My good boy, says he, will you 
no one of those loaves in charity ? — I dare not, wr, 
t "ayn I ; they are none of my own, — Here, Bays he, I will 
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Jp,ve yoa my hat tor oae of them ; hut this I refused, as his 
hftt, to my thioking, was not worth a groat. — Kay, says be, 
I must have one of the loavea, that is cortiun, for I have a 
wife and Beven children all starving in yonder hovel, and 
while there is bread in the world I cannot but snatch a mor- 
sel for them. So, as I told you, I waa frighted, I gave him 
one of the loaves without any more words, and away he run 
as iaat as his legs could carry hitn ; hut I followed him with 
my eye till I saw him safe lodged. 

Here Harry wiped his eye, and mused awhile, Tell me 
truly now, my good hoy, continued he, if both those 
loavea had been your own, would you willingly have given 
one of them to keep the poor man and his family &om 
perishing ? 

I would, sir, said the lad, with a very good will. And, 
had I a sixpence of ray own, I would have gone back with 
all my heart and have bought another loaf But my 
master is a hard man, and so I was forced to tell him the 
truth. 

Hero, my lad, aays Harry; here is a crown. Go back, 
buy two loaves for your master in place of the one he has 
lost, and keep the remaining four shillings to yourself for 
your trouble. You see, Jlr. Constable, continued he, you 
never can make anything like felony of this matter. The 
boy confesses that he gave the bread with a very good will, 
and that he would not have informed had it not been for 
fear of his master. 

It is very true, please your honour, replied Mr. Giipe ; I 
myself do pity the poor man from my heart, and will have 
nothing more to say in this business. 

Stay a wliile, saya Harry, perhaps we may find some 
further employment for you. I think I should know the 
&ce of yonder man. Is not that the Niggards whom you 
had ill custody the other day, and for whose deliverance 1 
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paid fiTe-uii]-tvent]r pounds to his creditors? — ^The very 
mso, nr, says Gripe. 

Hany then put his hand in his pocket, and taking oat k 
small scrip of parchment, exclaimed — I am glad of whid 
you teit me, with all my heart! Indeed, I did not like thft 
looks of the man at the time, and that made me accept as 
assignment of this action. Here, Mr, Gripe, take your 
prisoner again into custody in my name. Away with him tft 
jail directly I As the holy gospel has it : " Ho shall not 
depart thence till he has paid the ntmosi fiirthing." No, no^ 
Mr. Niggards 1 I wilt not hear a word. Go and leam hi 
forward to bo merciful yourself) if you would look for a^ 
mercy from God or man. 

Dicky, my dear, go hack ^gain, saya Harry; our neigb- 
hour Joseph here will see you safe home. I will not 
any one to go in my company, for fear of puttmg the potf 
man or his family to sbame. 

Harry had not advanced fifty paces towards the hovd^ 
when bis ears were struck with the sound of sudden and 
joint lamentation ; and turning, he perceived that the 
inquisitive crowd had gathered at his heels. — My friends, 
says he, I entreat, I beseech you to leave me for the present, 
I would not choose any witnesses to what I am about. Pray, 
oblige me so far as to depart on your own occasions. 

Hereupon, being loth to offend him, they retired a few 
Steps, and stood together aloof) attentive to the event of tUi' 
uncommon adventure. 

Meanwhile the cry continued with a bitterness that 
thrilled through every nerve of our hero ; and, as he aotr 
approached the place, he did his utmost to restrain himself 
and quell the feelings within him, and he drew his hat over 
his eyes to prevent the parties from seeing the emotion that 
they oaosed. 

The hovel was of mud walls, without any roofing ; but, 
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M there was on opening -n-herc a door had on 
fitole to the entrance, casting an under eye 
about him. 

Hereupon a woman turned. She had been fearfully peer- 
ing over the wall at the crowd which had not yet dispersed j 
but, having notice of Harry's entrance, she looked towards 
him, and dropped on her knees. 

O sir I she cried, if you arc the genlleraau who owned the 
loaf; for Christ his sake I pray you to have mercy upon us ! 
Money, indeed, we have not ; but we have these shreds 
remaining, and we will strip onrsolves of our covering to 
make you a recompense. Alas ! alas 1 could we have 
guessed how my husband came by it, we would have fam- 
ished a thousand times rather than touch a morsel. But he, 
dear good man, did it all for our sakes, for the sake of the 
heavy burden with which he is overladen. Ah, I would to 
heaven we were all dead, hanged, or di-owned, out of hU 
way ! He might then walk the world at large, and bo 
happy, as he deserves. 

Here again she set up her wailing, which was acoompauied 
by her seven children, in such a woful concert as the heart 
of Hany could not sustain, neither sufFor him for a aeaaou to 
interrupt or appease. 

At length he said with a faltering voice — Pray, be not 
alarmed, madam, for I discern that yoa are a gentle*^ cman, 
though in a very unhappy disguise. The affair of the loaf 
is settled to your satisfaction ; and here are ten guineas, it 
is all that I have about me, and it is only to shew you for 
the present that you are not ijuite so friendless in the 
world as you thought. Mean time I reqnest that you will 
all come with me to Hampstead, where we will*try to do 
something better for you. 

Here the woman looked with an earnest and eager 
rapture at Mm, May Jesus Christy she cried, bo your 
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portion, ^r angel ! and he is already jour portion ; be ia aeak 
in yonr sweet face:, and breaks ont at your eyes in pity to 
poor sinners. 

Harry was now stepping forth, and the rest prepared to 
follow him ; when the poor man, who for shame had sol 
yet ottered a syllabic, gently stayed him at the opening. 
— Turn, generous master, said he ; pray tnm, and hear a 
email apology for my transgression. I !ua a very nnhapp^' 
man, 1 have seen better times ; but I am driven by cruel 
usage from house, and home, and maintenance. I was going 
to London to apply to the law for relief when my yonngest 
child, who was on the breast, fell desperately sick about 
four days ago. As we had no money to hire lodging, and 
had begged the means of life for the two foregoing days, wa 
were compelled to take up with this shelterless hovel. 
Prom hence I frequented the road, and for the three last 
days begged as much as sustained us in coarse bread and 
water. But this morning my boy died, and his brothers and 
I, with our sticks and our bands, dug hia grave that yon see 
yonder, and I placed that flag over him to preserve his 
tender limbs from tho pigs and the hounds, till it may please 
heaven to allow me means to bury him according to the 
holy rites of our church. This melancholy office, wr, de- 
tained nie so long, and exercise had made the appetites of 
my children so outrageous, that I was in a manner compelled 
to do what I did. As I had no coffin nor winding«heet, I 
took the waistcoat from ray body, and wrapped it about my 
babe, and would willingly have wrapped him with my flesh 
and my bones, that we might quietly have Iain in one grave 
together. 

Harry answered not a word, but walking onward beftre 
his company, plentifully watered the ground with his tecM 
08 he passed ; while the poor man took his youngest son in 
liig arms, and the rfftman her youngest daughter on t»» 
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back, and thus, with a leisurely pace, they all arrived at Mr. 
Fenton's. 

The door being opened, Harry led his nine guests to the 
back parlour, where he instantly ordered plenty of bread 
and butter and milk for the children, with cold meat, ale, and 
cakes, for the father and mother ; and thia was a matter too 
cuBtoraary in this house to be any cause of wonder to any 
member of the fitmily. 

As soon aa they were refi-eshed, he took them all to his 
wardrobe, where he constrained the parents to take of the 
very best things for themselves and their children ; and 
having so done he walked out, and left them to di'ess. 

Mr. Fenton was in his study, and had just finished a letter 
as Harry entered with a smiling countenance. I have been 
very lucky this morning, sir, says he ; I think I have got the 
prettiest family of boys and girls that is to be foimd within 
five shirea. — Do you know any thing about them, Harry? — 
Nothing further as yet, sir, than that they and their parents 
are exceeding poor, and have fallen, as they say, into great 
misfortunes. The mother ia a very handsome and genteel 
yoimg woman, and the father a portly and very comely man, 
save that he has a large purple mark on the left side of bis 
face, — A purple mark ! cried Mr. Fenton, and started. Go, 
my dear, and bring that man to me directly. — ^Why, pray, 
sir, do you know him ? — No, my love, I should not know 
him though ho stood before me ; but I would give a thou- 
sand pounds that he may prove the man I mean, and that I 
shall discover on short examination. 

By this time the father of oar new family was dressed, 
and Harry, taking him by the hand, bade him be of good 
courage, and led him to his uncle. He bowed twice, and 
with an awful and timid respect, while Mr. Fenton r 
looked earnestly at him. I rejoice, sir, says he, to find thai 
my son here has been of some little matter of use to you and 
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your family. Pray, take a seat nearer to mc, sir, if yon 
l^easfl. He tclla me you have met with miBfortunes; I also 
tiBTe had my share. I think myself nearly of kiD to the 
unhappy ; and you will singularly oblige me by as mnch of 
your story as you shall please to comicnnicate. I am inter- 
seted in it. 

I have nothing to conceal from your honour, answered 
the stranger. And I shall willingly give you an open and 
faithful narrative of my short but sad history. 

My name is Giffard Homely, My father was a farmer.in 
easy circumstances near Stratford. He bound me appren- 
tice to a tanner, and, when my time was out, gave me a 
hundred and twenty pounds to set me up in my business. 
But, dying soon after, he bequeathed the bulk of his sub- 
stance to my elder brother. 

Though ray brother was a spendthrift, yet I loved him 
dearly, and, when hia creditors fell npon him, I became his 
bail for two hundred pounds. Within a few months after 
he suddenly disappeared, and I never could loam further 
tidings concerning him. 

A writ was thereupon marked against me, and put into 
the hands of baJUffs. But liberty was precious. I left all 
my substance to the possession of my pursuers, and, pas^ng 
at a great rate, I escaped into Lincolnshire. 

There I joined myself to Anthony Granger, the tanner. 
Independent of bia trade, he held a very beautiful and well- 
parked farm under Sir Spranger Thomhill, the lord of the 
manor. And as I served him with great zeal, affection, and 
application, his affairs prospered under my hands. 

He had an only child, a very lovely girl, of about ten 
years of age ; her manners, like her countenance, were 
extremely engaging, and I took vast delight, at all leisure 
hours, in teaching her to read and write, and in diverting 
with a variety of little plays and amusements. 
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I had no intention, at that time, of gaining her yoaag 
heart, but that happened to prove the miserable consequence ; 
and a heavy price it is that my poor dear girl has since paid 
for hor affection. 

Year after year she now grew iii stature, but much moi'^i 
in loveliness, at least in my eyes ; and yet I flattered myself 
that I affected her merely for her own sake, I used to please 
raysell" with the prospect of her being advanced to high for- 
tune : and I thought that I TFOuld willingly have given her 
ap at the altar to some lord of the land. 

One twelfth night a parcel of young folks of us were 
diverting ourselves about the fire with several pastimes, and 
among the rest the play was introduced of, J love my love 
with an A, because she is amiable, and so on tlirough the 
alphabet, 

When it came to my Peggy'3 tam, she said — I love my 
lovG with an M, because he is very honest, and I never will 
hate him for his being homely. And this might have passed 
without any observation, hud she not cast a glance at me, 
and blushed exceedingly, which throw me also into equal 
confusion. 

Aa this was the lirst discovery that I made of her affec- 
tion, it also served to open my eyes to the strength of my 
own passion, and thU cost me many a sleepless night and 
aching heart. I did not look upon myself as a sufficient 
matoli for her ; I reflected that it would be very ungenerous 
to lessen the fortune or happiness of the girl that I loved ; 
and I resolved a hundred times to quit the country, that my 
absence might cure both Ijer and myself of our foolish fond- 
ness for each other. But though this waa what my reason 
Btill prompted and approved, my heart still held Tno back, 
as it were, for a while longer when I was on the brink of 
departure. 

Peggy was just arrived to her fifteenth year on the 2-ith 
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of April, and was elected by the neighbours to be qaeen i 
the following May, and to deliver the prizes to the Tictoni 
the wake. 

I had made a vow within myself to forsake her and tl 
country the very day after her regency ; but 
while, I cDuld not resist the temptation of showing mj 
address before the quoen of my wishes. 

Accordingly, on that day I entered the lists among th^ 
Other young candidates. But I will not burden your hon* 
our with a particular detail of our insignificant contests^ 
You have unquestionably been witness to the like on several 
oooa^ons, It will be sufficient to inform you, that as I had 
the fortune to get the better at the race and at wrestUi^, 
when I Huooessively went to receive the respective prizes mjr 
Peggy's eyes danced, and her feet went pit-a-pat with jo)(t 
BH I approached her. 

Cudgels came next in play, and a little stage of boards) 
was erected for the purpose, that the spectators might at 
with tho better advantage. I had long teamed this art {roia 
a &mous master in Stratford ; and, as I was confident (^ 
my superiority, I hm't my rivals as little as possible, only 
just aulBcient to make them acknowledge that they were 
• foiled. 

At length one Hector Pluck, a butcher, mounted the stage. 
He had, it seems, been quite an adept at this sport, and foP 
ten foregoing years had carried off the prize in several 
neighbouring shires ; but he was now come to seltfa neai 
Lincoln, and was to have been married the following day U 
a farmer's daughter, who was onj of the fair spectators al 
the wake. 

The moment he assailed me, I perceived tliat his passion 
were up, and that hia eye was a plain interpreter of th« 
deadliness of his heart. Ho fought cautiously, however, an<l 
kept on a watchfiil reserve j and we had long attacked andi 
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defended, without any advantage on either part, when, with 
a motion and fury quick as lightning, he made a side stroke 
at me, and aimed to cut me across the face with the point of 
his stick. This waa a blow wliich I had not time to inter- 
cept, or even to see. The Tillain, however, happily missed 
of his intention ; for his cudgel, bebg Bomething advanced, 
only bruised my cheek, when instantly I gave him an exaa- 
perated stroke on the head, and, cutting him in the skull, 
Iwd him sprawling on the stage, whereat all who knew me 
gave a great shout. 

After some time he rose, and advancing a little toward 
me, ho stretched out hia left hand aa if in token of recon- 
ciliation ; while, pulling out his butcher's knife from a sheath 
in his Eide-pocket, he with his right hand made a stab at my 
heart, and, suddenly leaping off the stage, attempted to 
escape. 

Immediately the blood poured from me in a stream, and 
ran along the boards. I found myself growing weak, and, 
aitt«ig down on the stage, I had the presence of mind to 
open my bosom, and, taking out my handkerchief I held it 
to the wound. 

In the mean time the whole concourse was in an uproar. 
The cry went about that Giffard Homely was murdered 1 
Giffiird Homely was killed 1 My poor dear Peggy fell sense- 
less from her throne, and was carried home in a fit. Several 
horsemen hasted away, of their own accord, for a sur- 
geon ; and the butcher was pursued, knocked down, hard 
pinioned, and conveyed with following curses to the jail of 
Lincoln. » 

Among others who came to condole with me, little Master 
Billy Thomhill, our landlord's son and heir, came running, 
and de^red to be lifted upon the stage. 

Ab soon as he eaw the blood, and how weak and pale I 
looked, lie broke out into a passionate fit of tears — Gifiard, 



I 

I 



148 TBS FOOL or QC&UTT. 

my Giflard, my poor Giffan] ! he cried ; I fear jron are j 
dead man 1 You will no more be my holidar-compsiutA 
Giffard I Never more will yon go B-birdiDg with me, or at 
gin* for the rabbits, or catch little fifihea for me, or carry la 
on your back through the water, or in your arms over tb 
mire. Alack ! alack 1 what shall I do if 1 Itfso yoo, my pool 
Giffard ! 

The surgeon came at full gallop. As soon as he had sea 
the greatness of the gash — Say your last prayer, my fiieodj 
he cried ; in a very few minntea you most be a dead i 
But when he had probed the wound, his face tamed to 
cheerfitlDess. A most woudcriiit escape, he cried : 
pon bos missed your vitals, and only glanced along the rilN 
Be of good courage ; I engage, in a few weeks, to set yoq 
once more upon your legs. 

Mean time ray loi-ing neSglibours made a litter and bed ft 
me of the tents and tent-poles, all striving who should cartj 
me, and all escorting me home. 

The good Mr. Granger had been that day confined by H 
sprain in his ankle, and now sat weeping by his child, \ 
feU out of one fainting fit into another, till she was told that ' 
I was brought home, and that the doctor had pronounced 
me out of danger. 

As soon as I was put to bed, and my kind attenduitB 
withdrawn, Mr. Granger on a crutch came limping, and saf 
down by me. He had endeavoured to restrain his tears ] 
before the crowd ; but as soon as he was seated they liroke 
out anew. 

O Giffard, Giffard ! be cried^ray dear Peggy is very ill, 
and you are very ill ; and to lose you both at once would b* J 
hard upon me, indeed I 

Notwithstanding a short fever, the doctor happened t 
Ucp his promise, witli the assistance of youth and a good I 
liiibil, and I bogan to gather strongth and recover apace. 
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Esoon 38 I waa up iind about, I obsorved tlint Miss 
■ seemed no longer desirous of restraining ber kind 
looks or her kind offices ; and this gave me some concern, 
till I also observed that ber father took no umbrage or no 
notice of it. 

One evening, as we eat over ii tankard of October — 
Gifi&rd, says he bluntly, what would you think of my Peggy 
for a, wife? — Kotbing at all, sir, says I. I would not marry 
your daughter if she would have me to-morrow. — Pray, 
why 80, Giffard? Peggy is very pretty, and deserving, as I 
think, of as good a man as you. — Iler doservings, sir, said I, 
are my very objection ; I scarce know a man in the land 
who is deserving of her. — If that is the case, Giffard, her 
hand is at yoar service, with all my heart. — Oh, sirl I 
replied, I have no suitable fortune ; but know you are pleased 
to banter ; I am Ho match for her. — Tou are an industriooa 
and a making young man, said he ; and such a one is richer 
in my eye than a spender with thousands. Beside, yon are 
loving and good-natured, my son ; and I shall not lose my 
child by you," but gain another child in you as dear to me as 
herselt 

Here I was so transported, so overpowered by the kind- 
ness of the dear good man, that I cduld not get out a 
syllable ; but, unking before him, I eagerly grasped his legs, 
and then bis knees, and rising Avent out to vent my 
passion. 

In about a month atlev, Sir Spranger Thomhill and my 
young fiiend, Master William, honoured our nuptials with 
their presence ; and all ouj^kind neighbours came crowding 
to the solemnity, and, by their joy, appeared to be parties 

For eight following years never was known a happier 
&niily. And about that time Sir Spranger Thomhill sick- 
ened and died, and was attended to the dark mansion of the 
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bodies of Mb anceatore, by tbe greatest concourse of t 
Bioamers that ever was seeo in the Ehire, all lamenting that- 
goodness was not exempted from mortality. 

Our dear fiilher could never be said to hold up Ills hea 
from that day. He silently pined after his old frieud an 
patron. Sir Spranger ; and all our cares and caiesaes went 
not able to withhold him from following the same appointed'^ 
track. 

Never, sure, was grief like mine and my Peggy^s. la 
looking at each other we saw the loss that we bad sustained; 
and while wo lay arm in arm, often, often have we watered 
the good man's memory with our teare. 

Time, however, who has many severe sorrows in proBpeotr 
helps to soflen and lessen those that he brings in his traiiv 
An increasing family of children, sweetly tempered like their 
mother, called for all my concern ; and our young landlord, 
Sir William, whenever he came torn college, used to molu 
onr house hia home, and take me with him wiierever he 
went, till Lord Lechniore, hia guardian, took liim from tbs 
university, and sent hioL abroad, with a tutor and sorvanta, 
on his travels. 

As I had made considerable savings, and now looked tO' 
have a numbci- of children to provide for, I resolved tO' 
realize all thaL I could for the poor things ; so I built a. 
malthousc and windmill, and planted a large orchard, with 
other profitable i:nprovements, that coat me to the amount o 
about eight hundi-nd pounds. 

WhUst these things were in agitation, Sir Freestone Hard- 
grave, one of the knights of our shire, came into that par$ 
of the country. He had lately purchased a fine estate ad- 
joinmg to the west side of my concern ; and was a man of 
vast opulence, but a stranger among us at that time. 

Though Sir Freestone was an old bachelor, and had one 
of the most reniorselesa hearts that ever informed the shape 
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of raau, he had yet a pleaaiag aapeot and insinnatlDg addrese, 

and always applied those qualities to the purpose of betray- 
ing. Alas 1 I waa informed, but too lato, of his character — 
that hia avarice outgrew even the growth of his wealth ; and 
that Lis desires increased in exact proportion as age happened 
to deduct from his ability to gratify them. 

Unhappily he cast a greedy eye at my little farm. Like 
another lordly Aliab, he ooveted the vineyard of poor Na- 
both ; and at length compassed his ends by means equally 
iniquitous. 

When he proposed to give me more than value for it, I 
answered that I myself had taken a fancy to it, for the s^e 
of the dear man who had given it to me in trust for his 
child and her posterity, and that I would not part with it 
for twenty times an equivalent. With this, however, he 
(lid not appear in the least disconcerted ; but said that he 
esteemed and affected me the more for my gratitude to the 
menaory of ray old benefactor. 

I was afterwards told, and learned by dear experience, 
that he never pardoned an offence, nor even a disappoint- 
ment ; but nothing of this appeared for the present. He 
visited — made it his business to meet me in several places — 
Bought and seemed quite desirous of cultivating an acquaint- 
ance with me — did me many little fiiendly offices with my 
richer neighboura — condescended to toy with my little ones — 
appeared to take a huge liking to ray two eldest boys — stood 
godiather to ray little girl that is now in her mother's arms 
— said he wondered Low I contrived to maintain so numerona 
a family upon such slender means — and promised to procure 
me a beneficial post in the collection of the customs. 

After a course of such specious kindnesses, and while my 
heart glowed with gratitude, in the recollection of his favours 
1>oth passed and proposed, he came to my house in a mighty 
hnrry. My dear Homely, aays he, I have just struck up a 
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lOit advantageous bargain with uur uoigLbour Squire 

Ifipeudall. But ho wants the money immediately — I have 

iaot the whole about me ; and yet, if I do not pay him down 

irectly, some cursed disappointment may Intervene, Do 

1 and bring mo all that yon have quickly. I will repay 

I you within two or three days at farthest. 

■ • Hero I hasted with joy to the comer where I had depo- 

■ Aed my cash, as well for payment of rent aa another little 

■ inattcr that I had iu my eye; and, bringing out a leathern 
;, I laid it on the table. There, sir, said I, are two hun- 
dred and thirty guineas ; take but the trouble to cotmt them 
ont, and give me a short acknowledgment. No, said be, my 

I dear Homely, never heed it for the present, I will be back 
^ vith you the moment I have made the purchase ; and bo 
I mying, bo caught up the bag and huddled away as fast as 

■ hia old legs could scamper, while I sat still through astoniah- 
ment, niy heart misgiving me at the time, as if it foreboded 
the mischiefs that were to follow. 

I waited with great anxiety for his return till evening, 
when, hastening to hia lodge, I was there informed that he 
had set out for London five hours before. This threw me 
into a panic, though not altogether without a miiture of 
hope, and so I waited till the three days of hia promise 
should expire. Mr. Snack then eame to mo and demanded 
thS rent. Ho was a Lincoln attorney, whom Lord Lech- 
more had lately preferred to the care of my landlord's con- 
cerns, upon the death of Mr, Kindly, the good old agent. 
I told him ingenuously how matters had happened, and 

I faid I would hurry to London and bring back the money 

I directly. 

I Accordingly I posted away, and rested not till I anSred 
at the great city. There, for seven days successively, I 
besieged the doors of Sir Freestone, hourly knocking and 
teqEesting lo be admitted to hia presence ; but he was 
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either not up, or jnat gone out, or had company with hira, 
or was just then very baey, and not to be spoken to, and bo 
forth. 

At length, when he found that I would not quit I)ia house 
without an answer, he ordered me before him. His chariot 
wMted at the gate, and he stood dressed in thu hall. As I 
approached, and bowed with the respect and mortified air 
of a petitioner, he put on a look of the most strange and 
audacious effrontery I ever beheld. — Who are you, Mend, 
SMd he, and what may your business be with nie? — I am 
come, and it please your honour, humbly to tell you that I 
am called upon for my rent ; and to beseech your honour to 
restore me the two hundred and thirty pieces you Lad from 
me the other day. — Here, says he to his servants, this must 
be some desperado who is come to rob mo in broad day, and 
in the middle of my own people. The fellow says I owe 
him money : I know not that I ever saw his face before. I 
desire that you will not suSer such a dangerous villain to 
enter my doors any more. And so saying, out he stepped, 
and away he drove. 

O, sirs, how I was struck to the heart at that instant 1 I 
aneaked out, scarce half alive, not remembering where I was, 
or whither I was to go. Alas ! I was far from makuig the 
■peed back again that I had done in going. I knew not how 
to shew my face to my Peggy or her dear Uttle ones, whom 
I had plundered and stripped of their substance, by stupidly 
surrendering it without witnesses, or a single line whereby I 
might reclaim it. At length I got home, if home it might 
be called, that had then nothing in it, or at least nothing for 
me. 

Mr. Snack had taken the advantage of my absence to 
possess himself of my farm, and of all that I was worth. 
Under colour of distraining for rent, he had seized every 
thiog, even the beds whereon my wife and children lay, wit> 
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all their wearing apparel, save what they hod on their backs. < 
The bill of appraisement, which I have here, comes to up- 
wari}s of six buiidred pounds; but when the cattle and othei 
efieclA were set up for sale, the auctioneer and bidden ' 
proved of Mr. Snack's providing ; all were intimidated from 
offering any thing save those who offered in trust for this 
charitable agent, and the whole of my substance went off 
within the value of one year's rent, being one hundred and 
eighty-five pounds. 

Xever ! exclaimed Mr. Feoton ; never did I bear of 80 
bare-faced and daring a violation of all laws, divine and 
human, and that too under sanction of the most perfect sys- 
tem of law that ever was framed. But what wiU not power 
effect, when unrestrained by conscience, when prompted by 
avarice, and abetted by cunning? — ^And is there no remedy,, 
sir ? cried out our hero. — None that I know of, my Harry, 
save whei-c power opposes power in favour of weakness, or 
wealth opposes wealth in favour of poverty. 

But we will see what may be dcue. Meanwhile let Mr. 
Homely proceed in his narrative. 

"Wbeo ray family, continued Homely, were thus turned 
out of doors, an old follower made way for them in bis own 
cottage, and retired with his wife and daughter to a cow- 
house hard by. Meanwhile my loving neighbours supplied 
them with sufficient bedding, and daily kept them in victuals, 
even more than they coidd eat. 

While I went slowly to see them, stopping and turning 
every minute towards our old habitation, all the horrors of 
our situation flew upbraidingly in my face, and I accused 
myself as the robber and murderer of eight persons, for any 
one of whom I would have spent my life. 

When I stooped to enter their lowly roo^ all trembling 
and sick at heart, I expected to meet nothing but faces of 
aversion and expressions of reproach ; but when they all set 
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np a sboiit of joy at my appearance, when they all crowded 
clasping and clinging ahout me, the violence and diatrao- 
tion of my inward emotion deprived me of aenaation, and I 
swooned away. 

When I revived, I cast a look ahout me, and perceived 
■ that their grief had been as extreme as their joy was at my 
arrival. Ah, my Peggy ! I cried, how have I undone you 1 
By you I got all my possessions, ami, in return, I have 
deprived yon of all Uiat you possessed. You were every 
blessing to me, and I have repaid you with nothing but 
misery and ruin. 

Do not be concerned, my love, said she, nor repine at the 
consequences of your own goodness and honesty. Yon are 
not aa God to see into all hearts ; the wisest may be deceived ; 
wid the best, as I believe, are the most subject to be imposed 
upon. Common charity must have supposed that there 
could not be such a soul as Sir Fi'eestone upon earth. But 
be of good courage, my husband, I have good news for you; 
I dreamed that our dear father appeared to me last night. 
Do not be disheartened, my child, says he ; bear the cross 
that is l^d upon you with a cheerful and free will, and all 
shall bo restored to you sevenfold upon earth, and seventy- 
seven fold in the life that has no ending. 

When I found that my Peggy, instead of distaste and 
upbraiding, had nothing but love in her looks, and consola- 
tion in her expressions, I folded her to my bosom, and to my 
soul that went to meet her, and I would willingly have made 
her one with my own being. 

My neighbours were not as birds of the season; they 
neither despised nor forsook me because of my poverty. 
They came crowding to condole with me ; they advised me 
to apply to the law against Sir Freestone and attorney 
Snauk; and they offered to contribute towards my journey. 
They also joined in this written testimony of my character, 
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and prOBporoQS circDinstanceB, before Snack made tiie Beizuie ; 
and two of them have witiiesaed, in this bit of paper, tbat 
wben the alarm came of Mr. Kindlj'a death, and of a strange 
agent being put in his room, tbcy heard me say that I did 
not matter the worst he could do, and saw me count down 
twenty pieces over and above my year's rent, 

The late frights and fatigues which Peggy underwent dur- 
ing Snack's operations, together with her extremes of joy on 
my return, and of grief at the fit intg which I had &llet], 
. hastened on her hibour, and she was delivered before her 
time of that weakly little babe whom I buried this morning. 

Wilhio six weeka after her childbirth we prepared for our 
jouraey. Our neiglibours, like the good Samaritan, had com- 
passion upon him who fell among the thieves. They made' 
me up a purse of thirty-five pounds, and promised to contri^ 
bate fiirlher towards the carrying on of my suit. 

We travelled happily, by easy journeys of a few miles a 
day, till, nine days ago, we reached a small village the other 
ride of St, Alban'a ; there we took up our rest for the night 
at a house that had no sign, but let occasional lodgings, and 
sold bread and small beer. 

As I desired a separate apartment for ourselves, we were 
put into a kind of waste room, that had no fetening to tho 
door except a latch. After a slender supper, we lay down to 
Bleep, and I stnfied my breeches close imder my head with 
all possible caution. "We had made an extraordinary journey 
that day, and I was particularly fatigued by cai-rying several 
of my tired children successively in my arms, so that we all 
slept but too somidly ; and, when I awoke in the morning, 
neither money nor breeches were to be found. 

Such a loss, at another time, would have been as nothing 
to me ; bnt in our present circumstances, it was a repetittoti' 
and doubling of all that we had lost before. I instantly. « 
eomiaoned the people of the house, and in a good deal ctf' 
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warmth chiirged our landlord with the felony, telling him 
that I had been robbed of about tliirty-tbree pountls. Why, 
master, says he, I know nothing to the contrary; but it 
wonld be very bard indeed if I waa to be answerable for 
tho bonesty of every one who goes this road. If yon had 
given your money in charge to me, I would have been ac- 
oonntablo for it. I believe, by the grief you are in, that 
you muBt have been losers: I will therefore forgive you 
your reckoning, and give you a pair of hreoohea of my own 
into tho bargiun ; but this is all I will do till the law 
forces me. 

As there was no remedy, at least for the present, I ac- 
cepted his overture, and set out. But, O sir ! it is impossible 
to describe the horrors of my soul as I silently stepped 
along, casting an eye of mingled pity and despair upon my 
children. I cursed in secret my own existence, and wished 
for some sudden thunderbolt to crush me into nothing. All 
trost in God, or his providence, bad now wholly forsaken 
me, and I looked upon him as neglecting all other objects of 
his wratb, nnd exerting his omnipotence against nie and 
mine alone. 

Peggy, as I suppose, perceived how it was with me, and 
kept behind & while, that she might give way to the present 
tumult and distemper of my mind. At length, hoping fb 
administer some matter of comfort to me, she came up, and 
silently put a few shillings into my hand, saying— Courage, 
my dear husband, all cannot be lost while wc have a God 
. who ia infinitely rich to depend upon. — Ah 1 said I, these are 
the fraits of your dreams, these are your promised blessings 
that heaven had in store for us. — And still has in store, she 
replied ; the same hand that holds the rod, holds the com- 
forting staff also, — ^Tell me not of comfort, I cried j I see that 
the fiwe of God is sot in blackness and blasting against me. 
Bat for me it matters not, bad he not taken me at an 
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sdvantJ^;e. lie bmr that I have eight livea, all dearer ttun' 
my own, and he is determined to kill me in every on© oP^ 

th*ID. 

' Do not cart from you, my love, she said, the only c 
thftt the world and the wretched have to rest ujk>d. God is 
pIcMcd, perhnps, to take all human means from ns, that he 
may shew forth the wonders of his power in our relief. 
While any other hope is left, we are apt to trnst to that 
hope, anil we look not towards the secret hand by which we' 
are fed and suppoi'tcd ; but when all is lost, all gone, when' 
no other stay h luH, should sudden mercy come upon na,' 
our comforter them becomes visible, he staudii revealed 
in his greatncM and glory before us, and we are compelled' 
to cry out, with unbelieving Thomas — My Lord and my' 
God I 

Though these pious expostulations of my dearly beloved' 
preacher had little influence at the time for appeasing my ' 
own passions, I was yet pleasod that my Peggy had her*' 
aeoret consolations, but little imagined that her prophecy*' 
approached so near to its completion. 

For two days we held on, living on such bread and milk' 
OS we could purchnse at the cottages that had the charity to 
receive us. But my boy who was on the breast grew ei-" 
ccodingly sick ; bo we were obliged to shorten our journeyi ' 
for the two succeeding days, partly begging, and partly pay- 
ing for such victuals as we could procure. Towards evening ■ 
wo came within sight of this town. Our little money wa» ' 
quite exhausted, and our child grown too ill to bear fiartber ' 
travel j so I looked about, and percMved some roofless walls ' 
that stood off from the highway, and thither we turned and" 
I took up our bloak abode. 
I For the three following days, I frequented the road, and'* 
i W begging procured what scantily kept my (amily from per-' 
I % 1 Meantime my spirit was tamed and subdued by the ■ 
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habit of mortification, and I looked up to heavpn, and crit'd — 
Pardon, pardon, my God 1 the offences and blasphemies 
of my murmnringa agiuust you ! Ton formerly blessed me 
with an over-abundance of blessings, and that, too, for a loii^ 
season ; and, as Job justly aays, Shall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and shall we not receive evil ? O Friend and 
Saviour of sinners! if thou lovest whom thou ehastenest, and 
receivest those whom thou dost scourge, when death shall 
have put a period to the sufferings of mortality, may I not 
humbly look to find graoe at the footstool of the throne of 
thy meroy ? 

At length our child died this morning, and we buried him 
in our hovel, and watered bis grave with the tears that we 
shed for him, and for each other. The rest, sir, you know, 
till this angel of God was sent to accomplish the prediction 
of ray Peggy in all its fulness. 

Here Homely concluded ; and after a pause and a deep 
aigh Mr, Featon demanded : — Have you told me the whole 
of your history, Mi-, Homely ? — I have so, please youi 
honour, through every particular of any signification, — I am 
Horry for it. Pray think again. Did you never meet with 
any adventure that is yet unrecited ? Did you never save 
any person at your own peril? — No, sir. 0, now I recol- 
lect I 

Some two or three and twenty years ago, as I fled from 
the bailiffs who pursued me, as I told you, for the bail of my 
brother, I came to the river Avon ; the flood was great and 
rapid after the late rains, and I thought of looking for a 
place of smoother water for roy passage, when a gentleman 
and lady, attended by a train of servants, came riding along 
the banks. As they road, chatting and laughing, a fon-ler, 
who was concealed in a copse just at hand, let fly at a bird, 
whereupon the fiery horse that the gentleman was on took 
fright, and, with a bound, suddenly plunged into the current, 
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whereat the lady gave a load shriek, and full senselesB to tin 
ground. The horse rose without his rider, and siram down 
the •Iream. Soon after the rider appeared, and the attend- 
BDts were divided between their care of the lady and their 
lamentations for their master on the edge of the bank. 
Then, seeing no other help, my heart smote me, and I caat 
Biyiclf in without reflection. I kept aloof^ howe\-er, for fear 
he should grapple at mc, and sink us both together ; so I 
nipported iuid shoved him before me towards land, till, 
i having reached the bank, I laid hold on it with one hand, 
and with the other raised him up within the reach of his 
•ervant«, who had stretched themselves flat upon the brink 
c<^ivc him; then, being already drenched, and having 
nothing further to do, I turned and swam over, and so made 
my escape. 

Did Jim ask the name of the party whom you saved in the 
miuiiier you say ? — No, truly, sir, there was no leisure for 
such an inquiry, — ^Why did you not wwt for the recompense 
that was bo justly yoiir due for so great a deliverance? — 
Recompenfle! Please your honour, I could have done no less 
for the beggar that begs at the comer. 

Noble, noble fellow 1 exclaimed Mr. Fonton ; I am he — I 
am he whom you saved that day, my brother I And so say- 
ing, he arose and caught Homely in his arms, and pressed 
and pressed him over again to liia bosom ; while Harry, all 
impatient, seized hold of Homely also, and struggled hard to 
get him to himself from his father. 

When they were something composed, and all again seated 
— All, Homely ! says Mi-. Fenton, I have sent and made many 
inquiries after you, but not for many years after the day in 
wllich you saved me, I hated, I loathed you, for having 
prolonged my life to such a misery as no other man ever 
mdurcd, Oh, that lady 1 that lady '—But no matter for the 
preeont (and, so saying, he wiped the swelling tear from hifl 
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eye). Tell me, Homely^tliat devil, Sir Fi-eestoue — I am 
not of a malicious temper, and yot I wiah for nothing more 
titan full vengeance on his head. Don't you believe that he 
went to you with a felonious intention of defrauding you 
of your property ? — Believe it, sir ! I can swear it. The 
circiimstancea, and their conBequencea, are full evidence 
thereof. 

Very well, said Mr, Fenton, though we may not be able to 
carry a civil action agMnst him, we may assail him with better 
advantage in a criminal way. I will drasF up and take your 
deposition myself; and, to-morrow, I will send you with a 
note to Lord Portland, where more may be done for yon, my 
Homely, than you think. 

In the mean time, you and your family shall take up your 
abode in the back part of my house, and from thence yon 
shall not depart till, as your Peggy's dream has it, all your 
losses shall be restored to you sevenfold upon earth ; what 
your portion may be in heaven must be your own care, and 
may the Spirit of grace guide you in the way yon shonld 
go I 

Early the next morning Mr. Fenton sent Homely to Lon- 
don with bis deposition and several papers, accompanied by 
a letter from, himself to Lord Portland. In the evening 
Homely returned, and, entering with a face of triumph, he 
seized Mr,' Fenton'9 hand, and eagerly kissing it — Blessed, 
blessed be the hand, he cried, that hath the power of God 
among men for good works. When I sent in your honour's 
letter I was not detdned a moment. Ilia lordship made me 
fat down, perused my papers with attention, questioned me 
on the particulai-s, grew inflamed agamst Sir Freestone, and 
gave him two or three heaity curses for an execrable villain. 
He then called a gentleman to him who was in waiting, and 
ordered an attachment to be instantly issued againat the 
knight. It was accordingly executed upon him, and he now 
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^^1 lies in Kevgate. — God bo praised ! wud Mr. Feuton ; so &r 
^^1 there is eqaity still extant upon earth. 

^H II 19 not unnatural to suppose that Mr. Fenton's &mil;f 

^^M were immoderately fond of those whoso father had saved the 
^H life of their most dear master. Mr, Clement, in particular, 
^H took pains and pleasure in forwarding the boys in their let- 
^H ters; and Mrs. Clement passed most of her time very happily 
^^ with Peggy and her little girls. 

Frank, tho butler, had been abroad upon an expedition at 
the time that Mr. Homely's lamily arrived, and did not return 

I till Homely had come back from Lord Portland's. He was 
then informed, with joy, of the guests they had got ; and he 
waited with impatience till the man he longed to sec should 
come out from his moBter. As soon as he appeared, he 
catched one of his hands in both of his, and looking lovingly 
at him, cried — Do I onco more behold that happy face, Mr, 
Homely? I was the man to whoso hands you delivered my 
precious lord fi'om the devouring of the floods. Gladly, 
Heaven knows ! woiUd I have sacrificed my own life for the 
salvation of his. But, alas I I had no skill in contending 
with the waters, and the sure loss of my own life would not 
have given the smallest chance for tho recovery of my master. 
You are the person, Mr. Homely, to whom God committed 
that blessed task and trust : and Mr, James, and I, and all 
of us, have agreed to make up a hundred i>ounds' apiece for 
your children, in acknowledgment of the benefit you did utf 
on that day. 

Hero Homely took Frank very affectionately into his arms, 
and with a faltering voico said — Tour offer, sir, is dear, very 
dear indeed, unto me, as it is a proof of that love which you 
all so warmly bear to our common lord and master. If there 
is any occasion, I will not refuse this extraordinary instance 
of your benevolence ; but our master's influence and bounty 
are doing much in my behal£ And, in the mean time, I will 
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take it aa a very particular £ivoiir, if you will be pleased to 
introduce me to my fellow-aervanta of this house. 

Within the fuUowing fortnight, a servant in a rich livery 
came on a foaming horae, and, delivering a letter at the door, 
rode away directly. The letter ran thus : — 



^■o HoNBr FsHTotr, Esq. 

"Dear Sir, — The trial of our i-ecreaut knight ia at 
hand ; and. If you insist upon it, shall be prosecuted to the 
utmost extent of our laws. The wretch, indeed, deservea to 
be gibbeted. But lie has relations of worth and consider- 
ation among us. They have besought me to shield thera 
from shame on this occasion ; and I join thorn in requesting 
you to accept the enoloaed order lor three thousand pounds 
in fevour of your client, together with bla farm and effects, 
whicli attorney Snack shall immediately restore. 

" Let me have your answer within three days ; aud believe 
me — Tour ti'ue, as well aa obliged servant, 

" PORTL-VSD." 

The day following Mr, Fenton sent Harry in his ciiariot, 
attended by Mr. James and two servants in livery, to return 
his acknowledgments to the favourite of the king. 

Lord Portland received our hero with pleasure and sur- 
prise equally evident in his countenance. As he piqued him- 
self on being one of the finest personages in the nation, he 
secretly respected his own resemblance in another. 

After a few mutual compliments, and some occasional dis- 
course, the earl told Harry that he must take a private dinner 
with him. — We are quite alone, says he, only two viscounts, 
a baronet, and four or five gentlemen of tbe ministerial quill. 
— Pray, my lord, said Harry smiling, is a dinner the wholo 
of theu' pension? — Not so, aii-, I confess; they are the Swiss 
of the lettered world, and fight for pay. They were formerly 
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the Opposite junto, but they have changed their opiaiona 
ig with their parly ; tind onr honour obliges us to give 
rrn at least as much in the cause of the crown, aa tliey for- 
irly got in the cause of the populace. — ^I doubt, my lord, 
urued Uarry, that their silence would answer your ends 
as well as their oratory,, unless your treasury could hold 
bribuig people to read also. — Very pleasantly severe, 
1, replied the laughing earl. But come, the bell calla. 
us to dinner. 

When dinner was over, and cheerfulness circulated with 
the bottle — I would give a good deal to know, Mr. Harry, 
the earl, what you and your father think of his majesty 
his ministers ?— Should I speak my downright sentiment*, 
lord, answered Harry, in some things I might offend, and 
in others appear to flatter. — O, you cannot offend in the least, 
oried the earl ; we are daily accu.stomed to be told of all the 
&ult8 whereof we awj, or may be, or might have been guitty ; 
and, as to flattery, you know it is the food of us courtiers. — 
Why, my lord, you want no champion for the present, said 
Harry t you are all, aa I perceive, on one side of the question, 
and if some one does not appear, however Impotent, to 
oppose you, the shuttlecock of conversation may fall to the 
ground. — -Right, very right, ray sweot fellow, rejoined his 
irdship; proceed, you shall have nothing but fair-play, I 



ious, then, said Harry, my fether thinks, in the 
first place (for I have no manner of skill iu such matters)— 
he thinks, I say, that his majesty is one of the greatest war- 
riors and one of the wisest statesmen that ever existed. He 
thinks, however, that he has attactmients and views that look 
eonieLhing further than the mere interests of the people by 
whom ho has been elected; but ho says that those views 
:ht, in a measure, to be indulged in return for the very 
lat benefits that he has done us. He is therefore grieved 
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to Sad, that his majesty has mot with so much reluctance 
and coldness from a nation ho obliged. 

You are a darling of a politician 1 exclaimed the earl ; but 
we will not thank you for your compliments till we know 
what you have further to object against us. 

My father admits, my lord, that his majesty and his mlnix- 
tei-B have re-established and exhibited, in a iair and open 
light, the moat glorious constitution that ever was con- 
structed. But then he apprehends that you are beginning to 
sap the foundations of the pile that you youraelvea erected, 

Aa how, my dear young mentor ? — By being over boun- 
teous in paying former friends, and by being still more pro- 
fuse in procuring new adherents, — Child of honour, cried the 
earl, another less elegant than yourself would have said, that 
we are sapping the constitution by briber^/ and coTntption. 
You have indeed, my Harry, delicately tempered with your 
admonitions — even like the cup of life — the sweets the 
bitters. But what say you, gentlemen, shall a babe lately 
from the breast bear aivay the whole palm from people grown 
grey in politics? 

The young gentleman, says Mr. Veer i,the principal of the 
court writers), talks wonderfully for one not versed in the 
subject of which he treats. The people of England are 
stupidly proud and licentiously ungovernable ; they are the 
most ignorant, and yet most obstinate, of any people npon 
earth. It is only by their being selfish that they become in 
any degree manageable. If their voices were not bought, 
thoy would either give tbcm to persons of their own Htiipid 
cast, unknowing in our laws or our constitution, or to men 
of aatimonarchal and republican spirit, who would be jier- 
petually putting rubs before the wheels of good government. 

I never knew till now, air, returned Harry, tliat, in order 
to make people true to their country and their king — that is 
in order to make men honest — it was necessary to corrt) 
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take it as a very particular fiivour, if you will be pleased to 
iotrocJiice me to my fellow-servants of this liouae. 

Within tLe following fortnight, a servant in a rich livery 
came on a foaming horse, and, delivering a letter at tiie door, 
rode away directly. The letter ran thus:— 

"To Hksrt FasTON, Esq. 

"Dear Sir, — The trial of our recreant knight is at 
hand ; and, if you insist upon it, ahall be prosecuted to the 
utmost extent of our laws. The wretch, indeed, deserves to 
be gibbeted. But he haa relations of worth and considei^ 
ation among us. They have besought mo to shield them , 
from shamo on this occasion ; and I join them in requesting 
you to accept the oneloaed order lor three thousand pounds 
in lavour of your client, together with his farm and effects, 
which attoruey Snack shall immediately restore. 

"Let me have your answer within three days; and believe 
me — Your ti-ue, as well as obliged servant, 

" POKTLAXD." 

The day following Mr. Fenton sent Harry in his chariot, 
atteadod by Mv. James and two servants in livery, to return 
his acknowledgments to the favourite of the king. 

Lord Portland received our hero with pleasure and sur- 
prise equally evident in his countenance. As he piqued him- 
self on being one of the finest personages in the nation, he ' 
secretly respected his own resemblance in another. 

After a. few mutual compliments, and some occasional dis- 
course, the earl told Harry that he must take a private dinner 
with him. — 'Wo are quite alone, says he, only two visoouuia, 
a baronet, an<l lour or five gentlemen of the ministerial quilL 
— ^Pray, my loi't'i sjud Harry smiling, is a dinner the -wholo 
of their pension ? — Not so, eii-, I confess ; they are tho Swiss ' 
of the lettered world, and fight for pay. They were formerly 
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of tfao o|>[uwtu juuiu, bul they have cbadged their 0{iU^ 
tiiyag with llieir party ; and our hoooor obUges os to pn 
tliitm at luosl on muith in the cause of the crown, as the; fat- 
tDorly KOt in ttio catMo of tbu impolace. — ^I doubt, my tvd, 
rutiiriiud Harry, ttmt their HilcDce would answer yuor cadi 
full aa well u« thuir oratory, .unless yottr treaeary coold hcJd 
out In brihini{ people to read also, — Very plea^^antty seTeie, 
liidood, ropliod thu laughing carl. But come, the bell dlk 
U« to dinner. 

When dinner woa over, and cheerfulness circulated nA 
lh« boitle — I would givv a good deal to know, Mr. Hany, 
■old iho narl, what you and your lather thiuk of bis m^eity 
ind hlM niiniRturs F— Bbould 1 speak my downright sentiments, 
By lord, answered Harry, in some things I might offend, and 
In olhnrN appear tu flatter. — O, you cannot oSend in the least, 
nrird thu earl ; wo are daily accustomed to lie told of all ^ 
fliults whereof we ano, or may be, or might have been gmltj; 
and, 01 to flattery, yon know it is the food of us courtiere. — 
Why, my lord, you wont no champion for the present, 
Harry : you are all, as I perneive, on one side of thi 
and if some one dges not appear, however impotent, to 
ojipose you, the tihuttleuock of convorsiition may (all to tie 
ground, — Right, very right, my sweet fellow, rejoined bis 
lordship; proceed, you ehall have nothing but Ikir^lay, I 
promiao you. 

To bo serious, thou, said Harry, my &tber thinks, in tiie 
first place (for I have no manner of skill in such matters) — 
he thinks, I say, tliat his majesty is one of the greatest war- 
riors and one of the wisest statesmen that ever existed. He 
thinks, however, that bo baa attachments and views that look 
■omoLliing further than the mere interests of the people by 
whom he has been elected; but lie says that those viewa 
ought, in a measure, to l>e indulged in return for the very 
great benelits that he bos done u^. He ia therefore grieved 
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^^I^nd, that his majesty has mot with so much relucUuice 
^^n coldness from & nation so obliged. 

Yon tire a darling of a politician I exclaimed the earl ; bni 
we will not thank you for your comphmenta till we know 
what you have further to object against us. 

My &ther admits, my lord, tliat liis umjosty and bis minis- 
ters have re-established and esbibitod, in a lair and oi>cn 
light, the most glorious constitution that ever was con- 
structed. But then be apprehends that you are beginning to 
sap the foundations of the pile that you yourselves erected. 

As how, my dear young mentor ? — By being over boun- 
teous in paying former friends, and by being siiil more pro- 
fiise in procuring new adherents. — Child of honour, cried the 
earl, another less elegant than yoursrff would have said, that 
we are sapping the constitution by bribery and corruption. 
Tou have indeed, my Harry, delicately tempered with your 
admonitions^evon like the cup of life— the sweets the 
bitters. But what say you, gentlemen, shall a babe lately 
from the breast bear away the whole palm from people grown 
grey in politics? 

The young gentleman, saya Mr, Veer i,the principal of the 
court writers), talks wonderfully for one not versed in the 
subject of which he treats. The people of England are 
Btupidly proud and licentiously ungoveraable ; they are the 
moat ignorant, and yet most obstinate, of any people npon 
earth. It is only by their being selfisli that they become in 
any degree manageable. If their voices were not bought, 
they would either give them to persons of theii' own stupid 
east, unknowing in our laws or our constitution, or to men 
of antimonarchal and republican si>irit, who would be per- 
petually putting rubs before the wheels of good government. 

I never knew till now, air, returned Han-y, that, in order 
to make people true to their coimtry and their king — that is, 
in order to make men honest — it was necessary to corrupt 
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^^^1 lies in Kevgate. — Ood be praised '. said Mr. Feiiton ; bo &r 
^^^B there is equity sttU extant itpoa earth. 

^^^B It is not unnatural to suppose that Mr. FentOQ's family 
^^^^ were immoderutely fond of those whose father had saved the 
^^^K life of their most dear muster. Mr. Clement, in particular, 
^^^1 took pains and pleasure tn forwarding the boys in their let- 
^^^V tan ; and Mrs. Clement passed moat of her time very happily 
^^" with Peggy and her little girls. 

Prank, the butler, had been abroad upon an expedition at 
the time that Mr. Ilomely's tiimily arrived, and did not return 
till Homely had come baek from Lord Portland's, He was 
then informed, with joy, of the guests they had got; and he 
waited with impatience till the man he longed to see shoald 
corns out from his master. As soon as he appeared, he 
catched one of his hands in both of Iiis, and looking lovingly 
at him, cried — Do I once more behold that happy fkce, Mr, 
Homely? I was the man to whose hands you delivered my 
precious lord from the devouring of the floods. Gladly, 
Heaven knows ! would I have sacrificed my own life for the 
salvation of his. But, alas! I had no skill in contending 
with the waters, and the sure loss of my own life woidd not 
have given the smallest chance for the recovery of my master, 
Tou sve the person, Mr. Homely, to whom God committed 
that blessed task and trust : and Mr. James, and I, and all 
of US, have agreed to make up a hundred pounds' apiece for 
your children, in acknowledgment of the benefit you did u* 
on that day. 

Here Homely took Frank very affectionately into his aims, 
and with a faltering voice eaid — Your offer, sir, is dear, very 
dear indeed, unto me, as it is a proof of that love which you 
all so warmly bear to our common lord and master. If there 
is any occasion, I will not refuse this extraordinary instance' 
of your benevolence ; but oar master's influence and bounty 
are doing much in my behalf. And, in the mean time, I will 
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take it as a very particular favoiu', if you will be pleased to 
introduce me to my feUow-servants of tbis house. 

Withiu tLe foUowiug fortnight, a servant in a rich Uvery 
(.^ame on a Ibaming horse, and, delivering a letter at the door, 
away directly. The letter ran thus : — 



Jo Hbnkt FasTOtf, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — The trial of our recreant kuight is at 
hand ; and, if you insist upon it, shall be prosecuted to the 
utmost extent of our laws. The wretch, indeed, deserves to 
he gibbeted. But be Ims relations of worth and consider- 
ation among us. They have besought me to shield them 
from shame on tbis occasion ; and I join them in requesting 
you to accept the enclosed order lor three thousand pounds 
in fitvour of your client, together with his farm and eflecta, 
which attorney Snack shall immediately reiitore. 

" Let me have yoni' answer within three days ; and believe 
me — Tour true, as well as obUged servant, 

" POKTLAND," 

The day following Mr. Fenton sent Harry in his chariot, 
attended by Mr, James and two servants in livery, to return 
his acknowledgments to the favourite of the king. 

Lord Portland received our hero with pleasure and sur- 
prise equally evident in his countenance. As he piqued him- 
self on being one of the finest personages in the nation, he 
secretly respected his own resemblance in another. 

After B few mutual compliments, and some occasional dis- 
course, the earl told HaiTy that he must take a private dinner 
with him. — We are quite atone, says he, only two viscounts, 
a baronet, and four or five gentlemen of the ministerial quill. 
— ^Pray, my lord, said Itarry smiling, is a dinner the wholo 
of their pension ?^Not so, air, I confess; they are the Swiss 
of the lettered world, and fight for pay. They were formerly 
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^^M of the opposite juuto, but they liave cbanged ibeir opimon* 
^^m along with their party ; and uiir honour obliges us to giva 
^^H them at least as much in tbo cause of the crown, as they for- 
^^B merly got in the cause of the populace,- — I doubt, my lord, 
^^H returned liairry, that tboir silence would answer your ends 
^^B full as well as their oratory,. unless your treosury coold bold 
^^B out in bribing people to read also. — Very pleasantly severe, 
^^M indeed, replied the laughing earl. But come, the bell calls, 
^^B J lu to dinner. 

^^V When dinoer was over, and cheerfulucES circulated with 

^^m the bottle — I would give & good deal to know, Mr, Harry, 
' said the earl, what you and your father think of hb majesty 

and his ministers ? — Should I speak my downright sentimente, 
my lord, answered Harry, in some things I miglit offend, and 
in others appear to flatter. — O, you cannot offend in the least, 
cried the earl ; we are daily accustomed to be told of all the 

• faults whereof we ai*, or may be, or might have been guilty ; 
and, aa to flattery, you know it is the food of ua courtiers. — 
Why, my lord, yoii want no champion fur the present, said 
Harry i you are all, as I perceive, on one side of the question, 
and if some one does not appear, however impotent, to 
oppose you, the shuttlecock of conversation may fall to the 
ground. — Right, very right, ray sweet fellow, rejoined his 
lordship; proceed, you shall have nothing but Mr-play, I 
promise you. 
To bo serious, then, said Harry, my father thinks, in the 

■ first place (for I have no manner of skill in such matters) — 
he thinks, I say, that his majesty is one of the greatest war^ 
riors and one of the wisest statesmen that ever existed. He 
thinks, however, that be bos attachments and views that look 
something further than the mere interests of the people by 
whom he has been elected; but he says that those views 
ought, in a measure, to be indulged in return for the very 
great benefits that be has done ns. He is therefore grieved 



to find, that hia majesty has mot with so much reluctance 
and coldness from a nation so obliged. 

You are a darling of a politician ! exclaimed the earl ; but 
we will not thank you for your complimenta till we know 
what you have further to object against us. 

My fatbei' admits, my lord, that hia majesty and his minis- 
ters have re-established and exhibited, in a iair and opon 
light, the nioBt glorious constitution that ever was con- 
Btnicted. But then he apprehends that jou are beginning to 
sap the foundations of the pUe that you yourselves erected. 

As how, my dear young mentor ? — By being over boun- 
teous in paying former friends, and by being still more pro- 
fuse in procuring new adherents. — Child of honour, cried the 
earl, another leas elegant than yourself would have said, that 
we are sapping the constitution by bi'ibery and corruption. 
Ton have indeed, my Harry, delicately tempered with your 
admonitions— even like the cup of life— the sweets the 
bitters. But what say you, gentlemen, shall a babe lately 
from the breast bear away the whole palm fi'om people grown 
grey in politics? 

The young gentleman, says Mr, Veer i_the principal of the 
court writers), talks wonderfully for one not versed in the 
subject of which he treats. The people of England are 
stupidly proud and licentioitsly ungovernable ; they are the 
most ignorant, and yet most obstinate, of any people upon 
earth. It is only by their being selfish that they become in 
any degree manageable. If their voices were not bought, 
they would either give them to persons of theii- own stupid 
ca-st, unknowing in our laws or our eonstitntion, or to men 
of antimonarchal and republican spirit, who would be per- 
petnaily putting rubs before the wheels of good government. 

I never knew till now, sir, returned Harry, that, in order 
to make people true to their country and their king — that is, 
in order to make men honest — it was necessary to cornipt 



them. Bat I have still good hopea that the pictare which 
you have drawn of our governors is not altogether a just one. 

GovernorB ! cries Veer, I spoke not a word of governors. 
— ^You spoke of the people, sir, says Harry, and they, as I 
take it, are our governors. — ^The people our governors 1 this 
is the most wonderful and the newest doctrine that ever I 
heard. — -A doctrine even as old as the constitution, rejoins 
Harry. They are not only onr governors, but more abso- 
lutely so than any so styled. His lordship is the only man 
in company whoso person, in some instances, is exempt from 
their jurisdiction ; but his property remains still subjected to 
their decision. 

No law can be made in Britain but by the people in their 
proxies ; and, when those laws are made, the people are 
again constituted the judges thereof on their Jitry-tribunals, 
through their respective shires; as also judges of facts and 
rights, whether civil or crimin.il, throughout the realm. 

Thus their privilege of making laws for themselves in 
Parliament, and of judging of the said laws (when made) 
on Juries, composes, as it were, a rudder, whereby the peo- 
ple are admitted (glorionaly) to steer the vessel of their own 
commonwealth. 

Would it not be a pity, then, that so great a people should 
be no other than such as Mr. Veer has described them — a 
parcel of ignorant, licentious, selfish, base, venal prostitutes, 
unenlightened by reason, and uninfluenced by conscience ? 

If they should be reduced — if it is possible, I say, that 
they should ever be reduced — to so very vile and deplor- 
able a state, it can only bo by the very measures that Mr. 
Venr has recommended. The character, as ye know, of a 
certain old tempter, is not over amiable, and I should be 
sorry that any whom I love .ind respect should follow in his 
steps. 

And now, gentlemen, take the argument home to your 
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selves. The people have the disposal of our lives, libertieB, 
and properties. Which of you, then, would like to have life 
itself, and all that la valuable in it, nt the arbitration of a 
pack of wretches, who, being wholly selfish, can have no 
kindred feelings or compassion for you ? who, being them- 
selves devoid of honour and equity, cannot judge according 
to the one or the other ; who, being already accustomed to 
inflnence and prostitution, have their ears and hands open 
to all who would whisper or bribe them, to your pi'ejudice P 

I, aa a fool, gentlemen, utter the dictates of wisdom ; for I 
speak the sentiments of a much wiser and much better man 
than myaelf. Should a general corruption take place in the 
land, adieu, to all virtue ; adieu to humanity, and all social 
connections ! — all reason and law, all conscience and ma^s- 
tracy, all public and private weal, must vanish or be con- 
founded in one chaos together. And from henco it is self- 
evident, that he who debauches the morals of the least of his 
majesty's subjects, is an enemy to his king, to his country, 
snd maEikind, 

I protest, said his lordship, with some little confusion, T 
never beheld this matter in the same hght before ; but I 
shall take care to inspect and examine it at better leisure. 

Here the company rose to separate, when Harry, stepping 
towards Veer with an affectionate pleasantry in his counten- 
ance — Mr. Veer, says he, I fear I have misbehaved a little 
to-day ; I am naturally warm, and am apt to be too much ao 
on particular subjects, — O, sir, says Veer, I am an old prize- 
fighter, and accustomed to cuts ; but I now know my man, 
and shall hereafter avoid engaging, or keep barely on the 
defensive ; do mo the honour, however, as old combatants 
were wont, to shake hands at parting, in token of hearts free 
from malice, — In the contest of love, Mr. Veer, you never 
shall foil me, cried Harry. 

Now, my lord, if you have any commands for my father, 
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Jttiy, let me have the pleasure of being your meBsenger. — 
Upon my booour, my dear boy — and ihnt is tbc oath of > 
lord — -you shall not part from me for this night at least, — 
Aly father, sir, will be uneasy. — I will despatch one lo him 
directly. I have particular designs npon yon ; you must go 
irith mc to iho levee. I cannot refuse myself the pleasure 
of btrodaomg you to hia majesty ; I expect to get credit by 
you.— I rather fear, my lord, tliat I may do you some dis- 
gniea. 

01 cried the eail, you think you are not fine enODghl 
^Wby, truly, you will see folks there of much more iUustrious 
i.attirc. But let others disgrace their ornaments; be yon 
humbly content, my child, with adorning your dreaa. Harry 
blushed and bowed. 

When they arrived at court, the earl left hia young friend 
a while in the levee-room, and went to impart some matters 
to the king in his closet. 

While our hero stood in the crowd, some one came and 
jmitied a paper to his back, whereon waa written in c&intal 
letters— THE FOOL. 

However, it did not remain long enough to do him much 
disgrace. A young gentleman, of a graceful figare and very 
amiable aspect, pressed close behind Harry, and gently stole 
the writing away ; then, taking him by the hand, requested 
to speak with lum apart, 

I wonder, sir, said the stranger, who it was that could be 
BO maUcious, or so base, as to iasten this title on your back; 
lam certain he must never have seen your face. — O, srI 
said Hai'ry, blushing and smiling together, this must hi 
been the office of some old acquaintance ; it is the title to 
which I have been accustomed from my infancy 
well contented to cany it with me to the grave. 
affected, sir, however, by this uncommon instance 
humanity to an unknown ; pray, add to the obligati 
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letting me know to whom it is tlint I am bo endearingly 
bound. 

My name, sir, is Tboruhill, I aui just arrived from my 
travels ; and I would willingly go my long journey over 
again to become just Buch another fool as you are, 

Kari-y seized bini by the hand, and gave him at once the 
squeeze and the look of love. — Sir WilUacQ Thomhill, I pre- 
sume ? — ^I'he same, my dear air, — I have been enamoured of 
your character before I saw you, Sir William. — My name is 
Harry Fenton ; I live on Uampstead-hill ; I see that your 
pleasure lies in communicating pleasure. I am therefore per- 
suaded you will indulge me with a call at some leiaure hour, 
— ^I will not defer that advantage a single day. — I ahall have 
the longings of a lover till you arrive. 

Here the king entered, and all converse was broken off. 
Lord Portland, looking about, discovered Harry, and, taking 
him by the hand, led him np, and left him standing before 
bis majesty. Then approaching the royal ear — May it please 
you, sire, says he ; this is the sou of the gentleman who 
advanced us two hundred thousand pounds on our expedi- 
tion from Holland. 

The King turned to Harry with a solema and piercing 
look ; and, having eyed him for some time, he again turned 
to the earl, and cried — Ay, Portland, this is something ; this, 
indeed, is a gem fit to set in the cromi of a monarch. He 
then reached forth his hand, and, while our hero stooped to 
■ kiss it, he pressed Harry's shoulder with his other hand. 

My dear child, said the king, we are much obliged to 
your father. You, by inheritance, are attached to our crown, 
and you may justly demand whatever wc can bestow. — We 
humbly thank your majesty, answered Harry ; we only claim 
the privilege of serving you with all our hearts and all our 
powers. 

Which would you choose, the army or the covirt ? '. 

VOL n.- 
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I should beet like to have you about my own person.— That 
IB the pitch to which I aapire, answered Harry, 03 hoou its I 
am capable of so high a duty. 

But why have you been such a strangiBr? siud the king, 
had we seen you before, I think we should not have forgot 
you.— O dre I said Harry, I am but as a bird from the neat, 
and this ia the first of my unfledged excursions. — If a bird, 
cried the king, it must bo a young eagle. — Not so, sire, 
answered Harry ; I should then better support the bright- 
ness of the sun that is now before me, — I would give one of 
my kingdoms that you were my son ! — I am already one of 
the millions of happy sons and daughters who have the glory 
of calling you their royal father. 

So saying, our hero bowed twice, and drew back ; while 
the king looked towards him in silence and wonder. 

After some talk with his courtiers, his majesty retired. 
And Lord Portland took Harry, and was followed by a 
number of the young gentry, to the ball-voom. 

There the queen, at the upper end, was seated under a 
canopy, her maids of honour attending, and two brilliant 
ranges of foreign and British ladies were seated on either 
^ band. 

The earl gave a whisper to the master of the ceremonies, 
and he immediately led Harry up to the presence, where he 
had the honour of kissing Queen Mary's fair hand. 

After some whispering chat between her majesty and 
Lord Portland, the ball was ordered to be opened by our 
hero and the lovely young Princess of Hesse, 

All eyes M'cre fixed upon them with attention still as night, 
while they moved like Iloraer's gods, without seeming to 
press the ground ; or like a mist before the breezo along the 
ride of some stately hill. 

As soon as the miuuet was closed, the princess said softly 
to Harry, in French, 27ie Zouvre, sir, if you please. 
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This ■was a dance of the newest iaahiou, and was calculated 
to show foith and e.xliibit a gracefiil person In all tho possible 
elegances of movement and attitude. As soon m they had 
finished, tlie whole assembly could searco refrain from break- 
ing forth in loud plaudits, as at the public theatre; and a 
humming of mixed voices and patting feet was heard through- 
out. 

When Harry had led tho princeaa to her seat, and left her 
with a bow of the most expressive respect, he hajipened to 
see Lady Louisa, and, hinting to the lord chamberlain 
his desire to dance with her, his lordship readily indulged 
him. 

When Ilarry had finished, the lord chamberlain honoured 
Sii' William Thomhill with Lady Louisa's hand ; and, after 
four or five more minutes, tho country dances began, in which 
all the younger part of the company joined, except Lord Bot- 
tom, who refused to step forth, and sat apart ruminating and 
feeding on his own cogit.ations. 

The princess and our hero led up the dance, and Louisa 
and Sb' William were appointed the next in course, in order 
to do the principal honours to the two young strangers. 

In the intervals of dancing, Lady Louisa took occasion to 
say to Harry— You are a great stranger, sir; but we desire 
you abould be so, since we did not treat you with the respect 
that your merit should have commanded. — That, madam, 
answered Harry, is not wholly the cause of my distance; but 
there are persona whose loveliness is more formidable to me, 
than a whole regiment of sabred bu.saars with their fierce- 
looking moustaches. 

Harry had no sooner said this than his heart smote him 
■with remorse ; for, though Louisa was indeed lovely, and he 
elt for her the propensities and tenderness of a brother, yet 
aha was not of that species of beauty that was formed to fix 
his heart ; and he secretly reproached himself for having 
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ipUd to raise the vanitj' or draw the affections of on 
:ent girl, with no other view than of making & parade of 
own talents — a meaanre, he justly adjudged, unbecoming 
of a spark of honour or integrity. 
As soon as the dances were ended, and that all had mixed, 
and chatted, and roTed about a while, Harry observed Sir 
William coming towards him in a little fluster. What is the 
matter, my iiiend, Bays Harry ; pray, what has discomposed 
-Tell me, my dear Harry, that jackanapes in the blue 
gold, do you know who he is ? I protest, had it not 
for the respect I owe the presence, I would have chas- 
tised him on the spot. The dance was no sooner done than 
he came up with a moat provoking saucincss in his looks. I 
VQlider, dr, said he, at the insolence of one of your rank; yoti 
;ht to have had more modesty than to suffer yourself to 
paired with a lady bo far above you. 
O 1 cried Harry, taking Sir William very lovingly under 
the arm, pass this matter over, my sweet friend, I beseech 
you. That is young Lord Bottom, the very person who, I 
am pretty confident, contrived the honour of iho pasquinade 
on my back this day. But he is brother to the sweet giii 
with whom you danced. For her sake, for my sake, forpve 
him, I entreat yon ; but, above all, forgive him for the aake 
of his dear father, the Ear! of Mansfield, one of the noblest 
nobles, and one of the worthiest men that ever stepped on 
English ground. He hag been these two years past abroad 
upon an embassy ; and, while he is promoting the interests 
of the public, has left his own household unchastened and 
un guided. 

Here the converse of the friends was suddenly broken 
off. The lord chamberlain came, and, tapping Harry on 
the shoulder, told him that the queen desired to speak with 

I When he had with a lowly reverence advanced to the 
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tlirone — You are, said tlie queen, the most accomplished cava- 
lier that ever I beheld ; and, had I sufficient youth and 
beauty, I would choose yon for my knight, to bear my fame 
through the world. — I would ralhor, said Harry, that your 
majesty would employ me on some more dangerous enterprise. 
^How is that ? said the queen. — Why, answered Harry, 
your majesty's champion could have little or nothing to do, 
as all would willingly acknowledge the justice of his cause. 

Tou are, cried the queen, the loveliest and the sweetest 
fellow I ever knew. My eye has followed you all along, and 
marked you for my own, and 1 must either beg or steal yon 
from our goodii'iend your father. I therefore want no token 
to put me in mind of you, but you may want some token to 
keep your friends in your memory. Here are two pictures 
— the one is the portrait of our master and sovereign lord, 
the other is the picture of the woman who sita before you, 
lowly, simple, imadorned ; choose which you please. 

Give me the plain picture, cried Harry, with a kind of 
rapture ; it shall henceforth become my riches and ray orna- 
ment. 

So saying, he bent his knee, and taking the little portrait, 
he pressed it to his lips, with the ardour of an ancient lover in 
romance. Then, putting it into his bosom, he gracefidly 
arose and retired from the presence. 

O the fool 1 the egregious fool 1 muttered some. — Nobly, 
most nobly done I cried others. 

As Harry was following the Earl of Portland down-staira. 
Lord Bottom came up in the crowd, and in a half whisper 
said — You are too great a man to-day, sir, to acknowledge 
your old acquaintance. — But not ho great a fool, retorted 
Harry, as not to be taught my distance with thoae who, like 
Lord Bottom, have a right to look down upon me. 

After a short but sound sleep, Harry hurried home to pre- 
pare for the reception of hisnewfiiend. Ho toldMr.FetitQ 
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that Sir William was returned ; how he Iiad been obli^gly 
made known to him in tlio forementioned instance of his 
humanity to a. stranger ; and that he had promised to be 
with ihem lliat morning. But pray, sir, don't tell Homely a 
■word of the coming of hia landlord, till we place them, aa il 
were by surprise, face to face. 

In about an hour after, a chaise and four came rapidly to 
W the door ; and Ilarry instantly sprung and caught his friend 
m in his arms before he came to the ground. 
I The two friends entered the parlour, caressing and ca- 
ff ressed, and casting looks of cordial love and delight on each 
I other. My father, sir, said Ilarry, and led Sir William by 
I the hand to Mr. Fcnton, who received him with a conn- 
I tenance of that heart-speaking complaisance which never 
I feils to attach the soul of the person to whom it is directed. 
I Ah, my Harry ! cried Sir William, I no longer wonder sA 
I yon, I Bee that you are all that you are by inherit.ince. 
L But, sir, continued he, you had like to have lost your son 
I last night. Their majesties were most unwilling to qnit 
I their hold of him, and I believe in my soul, would willingly 
I have adopted him the heir of their crown. — I should be very 
I Borry, Sir William, replied M]-. Feuton, to see a circle about 
I his head that M-ould give him an aching heart. I am sure 
I that ia the ca^.- with the present voyal proprietors. In a 
I limited monareliy like ours, the station of the prince is 
I looked upon with a malignant eye by the envious, and, at the 
I same time, render .'d uneasy by the perpetna! contests between 
I rights and privileges on the one part, and prerogative on tlic 
I Other. 

I Moreover, Sir William, I shall never wish to see one of 
I . my child's disposition on the throne of Great Britain. I 
f Bhonld be jealous of such a person in behalf of my country. 
I No people could be more tenacious of their liberties than the 
I SweiieB, till Guslavns the son of Eric ascended the throne. 
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His manDers were so amiable, his virtues tio couspicuous, tiia 
government ho just, and lie made so popular an nse of 
all his powers, that his Bulijecta thought they could never 
commit enough into his hands. But what was the conse- 
quence ? Uis saccesaors made his power a precedent for 
their own, without attending to the precedent of hia admi- 
nistration. 

Thus you sec that a prince of qualities, eminently popular, 
might prove of dangerous tendency to a free people, foras- 
much as he might charm the eyes of their jealousy to sleep, 
and so seduce them from that guard which is ever necessary 
to preclude the encroachmentH of ambition. 

But, Sir William, may we not order your liorses up? You 
must not think of going till yon lake a plain dinner with us. 
■ — A supper, too, sir, most joyfully answered the knight. I 
leai'e Loudon in the morning on % certain ea:pedition, and 
shall not have the pleasure of embracing you again for some 
time. 

Mr. Fenton then addi-essing the baronet with a smile — 
Our Karry here. Sir William, never saw a eonit before ; it Is 
natural, therefore, to think that he must have been greatly 
amused, and hia young heart deceived by the splendor and 
parade. But you have seen and observed upon many couits 
of late ; pray what do yon think of the entertainment they 
afford ? 

As of the dullest of all dull farces, answered the knight. 
Ail the courts th.U I have seen are nearly of the same cast. 
Conceive to yourself sii-, a stage or theatre of comedians 
without auditors or spectatoi-s. They are all actors, and all 
act nearly the same part of solemn complaisance and nauseous 
grimace. Each intends to impose, and yet no one is imposed 
npon ; where proi'ossions are taken to imply the very reverse 
of what they express. 

What do you say to this, Ilany? said Mr. Ffuton. — 1 
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have very little to say, sir, in &vor of tbe actore; bat tlM 

actresses, as I take it, afford better entertainiaent. Here 

, Sir William and Mr. Fenton laughed ; and Harry, npoQ a 

ink, stepped out lo bring in Homely, as it were by acci- 
dent. 

Sir Williani, said Mr. Fenton, there is a man come to this 
house who once saved my life at the risk of his own. It is a 
great many years ago, and I have not seen him since the 
) motion tUl very lately. I have sent Ilarry for him, that you 
I may learn the particulars, and advise with me what recom- 
pense ho ought to receive, 

If tbe recompense is to be proportioned to the value of the 
life he saved, my honoured Mr, I should not know where to 
fix the bounds of retribution. And in truth, Mr, FtmtoD, 
from my knowledge of you this day, I also hold myself veiy " 
highly his debtor. 

At this instant Harry led in Homely by the band, and left 
him Btanding directly opposite to the baronet. 

Homely gazed with all hia eyes, and stood mute through 
astonishment. At length he excl^med — Bless met mercy 
npon me^as sure as I hope for heaven — ^it is — I think it is — 
my dear young master ! 

Sir William, at the voice, lifted up his eyes to Homely, 
and, remembering hia marked man, rose quickly, and, spring- 
ing forward, embraced him with much familiar affection j 
while Mr. Fenton aat, and his Harry stood beside him, both 
wrapped in their own delicious sensibilities. 

My dear Homely, my old companion and brother sports- 
mau f cried Sir William, how in the world comes this about ? 
BO joyfully, BO unexpectedly, to meet you here I How is 
your wife and pretty babes ? I hope you left all well at home. 

Yes, please your honour, they ai'e all well — wonderfully 
well in this house, I assure you ; for, indeed, your Homely 
has no other home upon eai-lh. 
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mt yon tell me is quite astonishing, replied the knight ; 
l^lionie for f oa within the manor or demcaue of your friend ? 
t misfortunes, what revolutions, could bring this wonder 
Rpasa? 

Sit down, said Mr, Fenton ; pray be seated, Mr, Homely, 
and give your lord a succinct but deliberate account of the 
inimitable pair. Sir Freestone and his coadjutor. 

As soon as Homely had told his tale from the commence- 
ment of his distresses to his arrival at the hovel, he stopped 
short, and said — I havo something more to impart ; but I 
hope your honour will pardon me. I am loth to deprive 
your friends of your company ; bat then my Peggy and my 
boys will be so transported to see your dear face again, that 
I cannot but beseech you to indulge them, a minute or two, 
with that blessing. 

Sir William rose with a troubled humauity in his counte- 
nance, and followed to a back apartment, where Homely agaia 
stopped him short ; and, before he would take hiin to his 
Peggy, he gave him a minute detail of all his obligations to 
what he called this wonderful family. But pray, sir, con- 
tinued he, let them know very little of what 1 havo told 
you; for nothing puts them to so much p^n ns any kind of 
ackno w le dgraents. 

After a short visit to Peggy and her children, Sir WiUiam 
returned to his friends, with such an inward awe and venera- 
tion for their characters, as for a while sunk his spirits, and 
solemnized his features. This poor man, sir, ajud he, has 
been miserably treated ; but God has been exceedingly 
gracious to him, in casting the shipwrecked wretch on such 
a happy shore as this. But this makes no discharge of any 
part of my duty towards him. 

Mark me. Homely, I am now of age, and Lord Lechmore has 
no further authority in my affairs ; wherefore, before I leave 
this house, I will give you a letter of attorney for the whole 
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B^^enoy of the manor. — ^Thank four hononr, thanfc yoor 
honour I cried Homely in a kind of transport ; if I do not 
prove AB Ikitliful to you ss another, I will do you justice on 
myself wilh the first rope I can lay hold on. 

As for that reprobate Snack, continaed the knight, I will 
lake care to hn up with him. lie owes the executors of my 
jbther sir hundred and seventy pounds. 1 will have that 
matter put directly in euit, and, as soon as it is recovered, it 
Bhall be laid out on a commisslou for your son, my friend 
Tom ; as I do not choose yet to ask any favour from the 
ministry. Lastly, that you mny no more be distressed for 
rent, I will never accept a penny of it till you arc deceatly 
and competently provided for. 

O, sir! exclaimed Hotiicly, I shall bo too rich, quite over- 
burdened ; I shall not know where to lay my treasures, — 
Not 80 fast, my good friend, replied Sir William smiling ; 
you have not heard of tho drawback that I propose to have 
apon you. Whenever I reside in tho country, you are to 
have a hot dish — ay, and a cool hogshead, too — ready for me 
and my company. — Agreed, sir, cried Homely, provided I 
may have the liberty, during your absence, to driuk your 
honour's health out of that same hogshead. — A just reserve, 
■aid Harry, laughing. — And full as grateful aa it ia jovial, 
cried Mr. Fcnton. — Why, gentlemen, rejoined Homely, a. 
man of spirit would scorn to accept such benefits without 
making conditions. 

Afler twelve o'clock at night, and an affectionate and ten- 
der adieu, Sir WUliani set out by moonlight for London. 

The two following days were employed in preparing for 
'Somely'B departure; and a coach and four, with a chaise, 
■mon provided for the conveyance of him and hia family. 

The night before their parting, Mr. Fenton desired that 
jfiomely and his wife shoidd be sent to him to hia closet, 
LU looa as they imtered, ho closed the door. My desi 
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fiieod^ Slid he, as I may not be up in the morning, to take a 
timely leave of you, it might do aa well to go through that 
melancholy office to-night. Here, Mrs. Homely, here is some 
little matter apiece towards beginning a fortune for your three 
pretty daughters. Pray, Homely, tnke euro to have it dis- 
posed of for them upon good securities. Here he put three 
orders upon his banker, for five hundred pounds each, into 
Peggy'a hand; then, turning to Homely, and taking him 
§traiily in his arms — God be with you and your dear Peggy, 
my Homely, he cried, and give us all a blessed meeting 
where Mends shall part no more t 

The distressed Homely was past utterance ; but disen- 
gaging, and flinging himself at the feet of his patron, while 
Peggy kept on her knees weeping and sobbing beside him ; 
O, he cried, at length, next to my God 1 0, next to my Lord 
and my God !— My lord and my master, my master and my 
lord! 

The next morning before aunriso Harry was up, and, going 
to Homely's apartment, embraced him and his wife. He 
then kissed and caressed all the girls and boys round, and 
gave to each of them a gold modal to keep him in their 
remembrance ; when Homely and his Peggy, ^'ith open 
arms, trembling lips, and swelling eyes, began to take their 
leave, God be with you! God be with you! sobbed Homely 
aloud ; never, never till I get to heaven, shall I meet with 
such another dear assembly I 

Mr. Fenton now judged it time to forwai-d his Harry's 
education, especially with respect to his knowledge of the 
world, of the views, pleasures, manners, bent, employments, 
and characters of mankind. 

For this purpose, he proposed to leave Arabella sole 
regent of his family, and, for a few weeks, to stay with 
Olement and Harry in London, there to shew him whatever 
might gratify his curiosity, or me»t his inspection 
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Wbile the coat:h was in w&iting, an<l tliey all stood on the 
hill, the great city being extended in ample vievr beneath 
them, Mr. Fcnton excl^med — Ofa, London ! London I thon 
maiisoteum of dead souls, how pleasant art thou to the eye, 
how beautiful in outward prospect ; hut within, how full of 
rotteiinees and reeking ahominationa! Thy dealers are all 
students in the mystery of iniquity, of fraud and imposition 
on ignorance and credulity. Thy public oflicei-s are hourly 
I exorcised in exactions and extortion. Thy courts of judica- 
I ture are busied in the sale, the delay, or perversion of jos- 
r tice; they are shut to the injured and indigent, but open to 
the wealthy pleas of the invader and oppressor. Thy 
ma^stracy is often employed in secretly countenancing and 
abetting the breach of tho.se laws it was instituted to main- 
tain. Thy charities sTihsci'ibed for the support of the poor, 
are lavished by tlie trustees in pampenng the ric-h, whero 
drunkenness swallows till it wallows, gluttony stuiTa till it 
pants, and unbuttons and stulfs again. Even the great ones 
of thy court liave audaciously smiled away the gloom and 
hoiTors of guilt, and refined, as it were, all tlie gro^-mess 
thereof, by inverting terms and palliating phrases. While 
the millions that crowd and hurry tiirough thy sli-eets aro 
universaUy occupied in striving and struggling to rise by the 
fill], to fatten by the leanness, and to thrive by the ruin of 
their fellows. Thy offences are rant ; they steam and cloud 
the iace of heaven. The gulf also is hollow beneath that is 
one day to receive thee. But the measure of thy abomina- 
tions is not yet full ; and the number of thy righteous hath 
hitherto exceeded the proportion that was found in the first 
Sodom. 

That evening they went to the opera, where Harry was so 

captivated by the sentimental meltings and varied harmony 

' of the airs, that ho requested Mr, Fenton to permit him to 

be instructed ou some ins^ument, Not by jay advice, my 
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dear) answered Mr. Fenton ; I would not wish yon to 
altempt any thing in which you may not excel. Music is a 
science that requires the application of a mitn's whole life in 
oi-der to ariivc at any eminence. As it is enchanting in the 
hand of a master, it is also discordant and grating in ita 
infei-ior degrees. Your labours have been employed to much 
more valuable purposes; and I would not, as they say, give 
luy child's time for a song, Harry instantly acquiesced with 
ihb best temper imaginable, as the will of his beloved patron 
was, tiuly speakbg, his own will ; and that he only wanted 
to know it, to be at all times, and on all occasions, conform- 
able thereto. 

A few following days were employed in \-isiting the 
Tower, in surveying the armouiy, regalia, etc., in viewing 
the Monument and Exchange; and lastly, in contemplating 
the solemnity of Westminster Abbey, with the marbled 
effigies and monumental deposits of the renowned in death — 
the place, as Mr, Fenton affectingly observed, to which all 
the living must finally adjouni. 

The next niglit they went to the theatre, to see the feats 
of Sigoor Volanti, the celebrated Italian posture -master, 
rope-dancer, and eqiiiiibrist. Such wonders are now so com- 
mon as to be scarce entertaining ; but at that time, they 
wei-e received with burets and roars of applause. 

Our hero feit himself attached by the similar excellences 
of his own activity in another ; and, going behind the acenea, 
lie accosted Volanti in Freneb, Signor, said he, I have been 
highly entertained by your pei-formance this night, and here 
ai'e five guineas in return of the pleasure yon have given me. 
Tlie foreigner looked at Harry, and then at the money, with 
a ti»d of astonishment. — I lliank you, noble sir, he cried ; 
my poor endeavours are seldom so liberally rewarded. — 
Pray, how long do you ptay with us ? — In about a fortnight, 
BO please your uobleueRS, I intend to leave London ; but, 
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^^M before I go, I woald do something to leave a, name behind 

^^B mc. A day or two before loy deparlure, I will fly from the 

^^B ipii'o of Saint Clement's church, in the sight of ail the peo- 

^^H p)o; and this I will do gratis, or rnthcr in nckuoivledgment 

^^B of the favours I have received in this kingdom. —But is i( 

^^H possible to execute what you propose ? — ^With alt eaie and 

^^H safety, sir ; I have done nearly as much three times in Ger- 

^^1 many, and once nt Madrid. 

^^1 Here an arch thought struck Harry, and musing a moment 

^^B — Will you permit me, said lie, to be tlio conductor of this " 

^H^ affair? Allow me only to appoint tlie day, and draw up yoor 
advertisement, and I will make you a present of twenty 
pieces. — Agreed, sir, cried Volanli, and twenty thousand 

, thanks to confirm the bargahi. — Accept these five guineas, 

^^^ then, in earnest of my engagement ; my servant here will tell 

^^H or shew yon where I am to be found. That nigjit at supper, 

^^H Mr. Fenton re:uarked an unusual pleasantry in the muscles of 

^^H his darUng's sweetly sober countenance. — My Harry, I find, 

^^^B Bflid he, does not always impart all his secrets to his friends; 

^^H be has certainly some roguish matter in cogitation. — Magi- 

^^H ettm calles, sir, cried Harry ; you are a conjurer, that is cer- 

^^H tain. Why, the public, as you know, sir, have put the fool 

^^H on me from my birth ; Homer says, that revenge is sweet aa 

^^H honey to the taste ; and so I am meditating in turn how to 

^^H put the fool upon the public. — ^And how do you contrive it, 

^^H Harry P Only by acting the old proverb. That one fool 

^^H makes many. But pray ask me not about the manner, till I 

^^H bring the business to some bearing. 

^^H The next day being Thursday, they all went in 3Ir. Fen- 

^^^B ton's coach to Smithiield, where numbers of tents were set 

^^H up, and several drolls and pantomimes, etc., prepared. In 

^^B imitation of the humours of Bartholomew fair. The weather 

^^H was fair and calm, and they let down all the glasses, that 

^^H they might see, without interruption, whatever was to be 
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Been. Their coach stopped jiist opposite to an itinerant 
stage, where a genius, who comprised within hia single per- 
Boa the two important functions of a, tumbler and rocrry- 
andrew, by hia successive action and oratory, extorted plau- 
dits and huzzas from all the spectators. 

Among the rest a countryman, who rode upon a. mule, sat 
gaping and gnnning by intervals, in all the ecstatic raptnre 
tliat can he ascribed to enthusiasm. While his attention was 
thua riveted, two knavish waga came, and, ungirthing hia 
saddle, supported it on either hand till a third of the frater- 
nity led his mule away from under Iiim, and a fourth came 
with a three-legged horse, such as hoiiseivives dry their linen 
on, and, having jammed it under the saddle, they all retreated 
in peace. 

The populace were so deUghted at this humorous act of 
felony, that, instead of interrupting it, it only aei-ved to re- 
double their joys and clamours. Harry, too, greatly chuckled 
and laughed at the joke. But, when he saw the beast led 
od^ and that the amazed proprietor, on stooping to take the 
bridle, had fallen precipitately to the ground, hia heart 
twitched him with a kind of compunction, and throwing 
himself out of the coach, he roade all the speed that the press 
would admit, and, recovering the mule, brought it back to 
its owner. 

Here, friend, said he, here is your beast again ; take coi'e 
the next time that they do not steal your teeth. — ^Thaok you, 
master, said the clown ; since you have been so honest as to 
give him to me back, I will never be the one to bring you 
to the assizes or sessions. — I am much obliged to your 
clemency, answered Harry ; but pray let me have the plea- 
sure of seeing you safe mounted. So saying, he held the 
atirrup, while the booby got up and said— Well, my lad, very 
well; if we happen to meet at Croydon, we may take a pot 
together. 
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In the eveaing they, adjourned from coffee to David^K 
Harp in Fleet Street, in order to hear Marmulet, the &ined<' 
Genoese musicioi], who performed od the psaletry, the tu^ 
d'anior, and some other instruments not known till then iai 
England. 

Tliey took Mr, James with them to partake of the enters 
laiumcut, and were shewn to a large room, where each pud. 
half a crown at the door. 

The room was divided into a number of boxes, where each 
company sat apart, while they were jointly gratified and 
charmed by the inimitable execution of the musician. 

A flask of burgundy was set before Mr. Fenton and hii' 
friends, while Mr. Hardy and Mr. Hilton, who sat in the next 
box, were regaling themselves with a glass of rosa solis. 

All was silence and attention till there was a pause in the 
performance. Then, s^d Mr. Hardy — Do you know, Jaok,. 
that the Eart of Albemarle is to have a mask on Monday 
night? — I am sorry to hear it, said Mr. Hilton, as I am 
obliged to be out of town. — I may happen to save something 
by that, said Hardy ; you must lend me your domino. — ■ 
Indeed I cannot ; it \>aa torn to fritters in a scuffle, as I came^ 
out from the last masquerade. — Lend me your mask, then. — 
That, too, was lost at the same time ; but M'hat occasion can' 
you have for a mask, Hardy? I'm sure no one will take. 
that for a natural face. — Mine is the face of Mars, IlUton;. 
yours that of Adonis, with which no modem Venus will ever' 
be smitten, I promise yon. I will engage to out-rival am 
army of such jackanapes in an assault on the fair. — If impu- 
dence may compensate for the want of other artillery, Li 
believe you may do wonders, Hardy, — And it does compen- ' 
sate, my friend. Women, take my word and experience for- 
it, love nothing of their own resemblance except in the glaBa.f 
They detest any thing that looks like an ambiguity in tha 
sex. While what you are pleased to call impiidenct', Jae^f 
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spftres their modeaty, anves theni the appenrance of an 
advance on their part, and givea tbgm the pleasure of piquing 
themselves on their extraordinary virtue, in case they should 
liappen to make a defence. However, since you have com- 
plimeoted me on my assurance, I will put it to the test on 
tliis occasion, and go to his excellency's ball, withont any 
oilier vizard save this which nature, in her great bounty, 
li;ilh bestowed. 

When our company were on the return to their lodgings 
— Harry, said Mr. Fenton, would you not like to go to this 
masquerade ? — ^Why, air, as I have not yet seen one, perhaps 
it might not be amiss to satisfy my curiosity for once in my 
life. — In truth, said Mr. Fenton, I wish they never had been 
introduced into this kingdom, as they are inlets to intrigue, 
and give countenance to licentiousness. However, for once 
in your life, as you say, you shall bo gratified, my Harry. — 
Be pleased to tell me, sir, are they very entertaining ? — They 
would be extremely diverting, my dear, if people acted up 
to the characters that they pretend to represent. But, on 
the contrary, they have sailors who don't know a point in 
the compass, or the name of a rope in the ship ; shepherds 
and shepherdesses who never eloped from the Cockney dia- 
lect of the city ; Indian queens who can say nothing as to 
their subjects or their sovereignty ; gods and goddesses 
totally ignorant of their own history in the mythology ; and 
Italian cardinals, who will swear you in the phrase of a York- 
shire fox-huoter. 

Bat what shall we do for tickets, Harry ? I don't care to 
apply to my friends, for fear of discovering that we are in 
town. O, sir ! said Mri James, I am acquainted with his 
excellency's major-domo, and can procure you as many 
tickets as you please. 

Mr. Fenton assumed to himself, for the present, the 
appointment of Harry's chai'acter and dress. — Aa the plain- 
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ness of your garb has hitherto, said he, been a mask and diai 
gnise to your internal orriameTita, the brilliancy of your draoi 
shall Do^, on the other hatiii, disguise and conceal thtf 
Bimplicity of your manners. - 

About two hours before the opening of the ball, Harry 
wrapped himself in a black domino, and stepped into a hack- 
ney coach with Mr. James, who had promised to introduos) 
him to his C'iend, iu order for him to reconnoitre the severati 
scenes of operation before the action began. 

The majoi^domo received Harry wilh the utmost compl 
cence, for he held his mask in his hand, and the loveliness of- 
hia aspect shone with peculiar histre through tho bkckni 
of hLs attire. 

After surveying several apartments, they passed tbrongbi 
the long room, and entered by an arched gateway into a kinj 
of saloon, at the upper end of which was a pedestal of abonl^ 
five feet in height, whereon a celebrated statue of tlu 
Hercules Famese had formerly stood. 

HaiTy eyed it attentively, and, conceiving a sudden frolio^ 
ho instantly cast away his cloak, clapped on his mask 
winged helmet, grasped his caduceus with his right hond^ 
and, laying his left on the top of the pedestal, sprung lightly^! 
np, and thi'ew himself into that attitude to which thaJ 
statuaries have formed their Mercury when just preparb^ 
for flight. 

His headpiece was of thinly-plated but polished gotd}^ 
buckled together at the joining by four burning carbuncles? 
His silk jacket exceeded the tint of an Egyptian sky. It wa* 
braced close to hia body with emerald clasps, that showe* 
the fitness of hia proportion to inimitable advantage; am 
over the whole, in celestial confusion, were sown stars o& 
different magnitudes, all powdered with diamonds. 

The moment that Hany cast himself into hia posture, thff 
Jtt3;oj-(Iomo started back fie\'en or eight pacea, and, rail 
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his bands, with staring eyes and a mouth of opeu ainaBeiDent, 
at length he exchiimed—Stay a little, my dear Bweet master ! 
do now; do but stay just as you are for a minute, and you 
will olslige me past espression : I will be your own for 

So saying, he turned off, and ruimiiig to an adjacent apait- 
Tn6Qt, where their majesties, with the Princess of Denmark, 
the Princess of Ilesae, and the chief of the court, were 
gathered, he told hia master aloud that he had the greatest 
curiosity to shew him that human eye over beheld. 

All rose with precipitation and crowded after the earl and 
the royal pair, as close as decency would admit, till they 
enme to the saloon, and beheld, with astonishment, the per- 
son, flhiipe, attitude, and attire, of our hero. 

Some doubted, but most believed, that he was a real 
statue, placed there by his excellency on purpose for a sur- 
piise. Mr. Fielding, who was the acknowledged conimisseur 
of the age, and was, in fact, what the people of taste call an 
eisgane fomtarum spectator, exclaimed with some vche- 
raanoy — Never, never did I behold such beauty of symmetry, 
such roun Jia.r(s of angles ; where, where, my lord, could you 
get this inestimable acquisition ? Others cried — Phidias, 
Phidias never executed the like ; all the worts of Praxiteles 
were nothing to it ! 

The earl, however, was wcU apprised of the deception, 
and knew that our Mercury was no part of his property. 
Son of Maia, said he aloud, what tidings from heaven? — ^A 
message, answered Harry, from my faljier, Jupiter, to their 
m»jcsties. — And, pray, what may your errand intend? — 
Matters of highest importance ; that they«re the lavoui'ite 
representatives of my father upon earth ; and that, while 
their majesties continue the monar^hs of a free and willing 
people, they are greater than if they were regents of an 
universe of slaves. All buzzed their applause aud admira- 
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tion. — ^It must be he, whispered the king, — ^It can be 
other, cried the queen. — Albemarle, whUpered his majesty 
we have marked this youth for our own ; keep your 
upon hiiD, and do your best endeavours to engage and binl 
him to us. 

In the mean time, Harry, on delivering hia celestial nn 
sage, flew like a feather from his post, and, easting his cloat 
about him, yanished into an adjoining closet. 

The company now began to gather fast, and Harry, steak 
ing from hia retreat, kept his cloud about his sky, and 
mingled in the crowd. Mr. Clement had accompanied Mtj 
Fenton in dominoe*. They soon discoTered Harry, ancl 
were highly diverted by the account which he gave them 
his mctamorphosia into a statue. 

While the assembly was dividing into psiira and chatty 
parties, a phenomenon entered that drew all their attentiod, 
The Honoarable Major Gromley, the lustiest and fatteal 
yoang man in the kingdom, advanced without a mask, 
pctdcoats, a slobbering bib and apron. He canied a lar^ 
ronnd of bread and butter in one band, while Lady Bet^ 
Minit, an elderly misa of about three feet high, held hli 
leading-strings with her leil hand, and in her right T; ... 
dished a birch rod of lengthened authority. His govemanUi 
pressed him forward, and seemed to threaten chastisemesli 
for his delay ; while the jolly, broad, foolish, humorous, halfi 
laughing, half-crying, baby-face of the majoi-, extorted pealt 
of laughter from all who were present. And this is i 
cient to convince us, that the performers of the ancietft 
drama could not possibly in masks excite the passions of 
nature. No excellence of voice or gesture, of action ofr 
emphasis, could compensate for the exclusion of the immfl^ 
diate interpreters of the son], the living speech of the eyaj 
and varied expression of the eonntenance. 

After the major had leisurely traversed the full length rf 
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the room, and iuimitably executed tho whole of lua part, he 
retired to undress and assume a new appearance. 

Meanwhile, two females entered ia very unusual habitit. 
The first was dressed in a choice collection of old English 
and Scotch ballads, fi'otn Chevy-Chaco and the fragment of 
Hardi-Canute, down to Barbara Allan and the Babes in tlio 
Wood. The other was all hung from top to bottom with 
looking-glasses. 

Immediately the crowd gathered about them. All who 
were fond of their own history, preferable to that of otliors, 
paid their homage in a circling throng, to the queen of the 
looking-glasses ; while the few who preferred instruction, 
were intent in perusing the fair covered with knowledge. 
But the lady of the mirrors did not long retain her votaries; 
her glasses were all emblems of hor oivn disposition — they 
were the glasses of scandal and calumny, and represented the 
human species in the moat distorted view ; some lengthened 
and some widened their objects beyond measure, while others 
wholly inverted and turned them tojisy-turvy. All slraik 
away in disgust from such prospects of their own persons, 
and the reSacting lady was justly left to glitter apart from 
society. 

The next Yho entered was a Goliath, all sheathed in com- 
plete steel. He advanced with slow and majestic steps to 
the sidabciird, and asking for a flask of champagne, turned 
it down without taking it once from his head. He then 
demanded another, and another, and so on, till the prove- 
dore, who had looked and longed in vain to see him drop, 
ran panic-struck to hia master, and, in a half whisper, said- — 
My lord your cellars wiU scarcely suffice to qnench the thirst 
of one man here ; he has already turned down fifteen flasks 
of champagne, and still is unsatisfied, and cills for more.^ 
Then give him fifteen hogsheads, replied the earl, laughing ; 
and, if that trill not answer, send out foi' more. 
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In the mean time, the mailed champion had witbdniH 
from the tiidcboard, and, with a large drinldng-glass i& faj 
band, a<lvanccd till he got into the midst of the assembH 
He then turned n little instrument that was fixed in a c 
part of his double-cased armour, and filling the glass to tfc 
brim, he unclasped the lower part of hia beaver, and aocoaj 
ing a Peruvian princess who stood juat opposite — ^Permit n 
the honour, madam, says he, of drinking your highneffl 
health ; so saying, the liquor w:iB out of sight in a twinklinl 
Will your royal highness, continued he, be pleased to tr; 
how you relish our European wines ? — I am obliged to yoU 
sir, siud she, I am actually athirst ; then, raising her mad 
below, she pledged him to the bottom. Her companion, i 
flhining Arcadian, advanced and requested the same favouT 
Then another and another lady, and several others in eiiccel 
sion, all of whom he graciously gratified till he was nearlj' 
exhausted. Some of the men then pressed to him, ani 
entreated for a glass. — No, no, gentlemen, said he, go ant 
be aervod olseu-here ; I am a merchant for ladies alone ; ! 
import no liquors for vile male animals. 

Our former acquaintance, Mr. Hardy, had adventured 
according to promise, without a mask. After looking aboBi 
a while for some object of his gallantly, he fixed npon a 
of a very elegant shape and sprightly appearance. 

When they had bandied between them some occaaiontj 
obat, of more smarttiess than humour, and more wit thaaj 
meaning, be called for a favourite air, and led the (air one f 
minuet, in which they both performed assi 

He now began to grow more warm in 
your face, madam, said he, should happen to be answeraM 
to the enchantments of your form, and the siren in yott 
voice, I beseech you to keep that mask on for ever ; tb 
safety of mankind is interested in my request.— But supposf 
naiA she, that my face should happen to prove an antidote t 
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^ danger of mj other cliarniH ? — Then, madam, let mo see 
it by all meaos ; and make haste, I pray yuii, before I am 
put remedy.— I sec, said she, tittering, I see tliat you are 
alrendy more than half a dying man ; poor wretch, I pity 
you, and have taken it into my bead to alay yoa outright, in 
order to put you out of pain 1 

So Baying, ahe drew her mask on one side, and showed liun 
indeed a very lovely conntenance. But while his flood of 
complimentary eloquence was just upon breaking forth — 
Hush sir ! cried the lady, I will not hear a syllable till you 
first return the compliment that I have paid you, and let me 
Bee what you have got under that vizard of yours. Hero 
Hardy, in spite af impudence, stood mnte with astonishment. 
The lady burst into a laugh — the joke was caught aud 
spread like wildfire — the laugh greiv universal — all eyes were 
on poor Hardy, and a hundred tongues cried at once — Your 
mask, sir, your mask, sir I — take off your mask for the lady I 
This was something more than human assurance could stand. 
Hardy retired with precipitate confusion, and justly Guficrej 
for the presumption of hia boasted facility of conquests over 
the fair. 

Our hero had hitherto kept himself concealed, being 
secretly ashamed of the lustre of his ai>parel ; but, at Mr. 
Fenton'a desire, he laid his cloak aside, and instantly all the 
eyes of the assembly were upon him. In order to avoid 
their gaze, he advanced into the throng, where a parcel of 
circling females asked hira a number of insignificant ques- 
tions, to which he retumed in kind answers pretty nearly as 
inaignificaiit. 

At length a Diana approached, whose diamond crescent 

was of the value of a princely ransom. She took him care- I 

lessly by the hand and said — Come, brother Mercury, let 

us give these mortals a sample of what we celestials can 

^^^dbrm. — Lead where you please, madam, said Harry, I 
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cannot miss mj way while I tread in the light of ao &ir 
moon. 

The hdy called to the orcfaestra for a saraband, and d 
made ample room, attentive to the motions of the 
pair. 

The dance began, and the Bpectatore in a manner 
pressed their breathing for fear of giving or receiving th 
amallest inlerrBpllon. The performers stepped mnaic, thi 
action was grace, and they seemed with difficulty retamfl 
to the floor over which they moved. They ended, and tl) 
assembly waa still mute with astonishment, till they bn 
out bto a general murmur of praise. 

Mr. Msrcury, said Diana, tLe story of Argus tells us, t 
you were formerly accustomed to set folks to steep; but, 
the present, you have opened all eyes to observation, — j 
madam ! answered Harry, could I have guessed at the m( 
that was to shine this night, I should have assumed a ver] 
different character. — What character, I pray you ? — That 
Endymion, madam, — I wish, she whispered, that you wi 
a prince, or that I were a peasant ; and so saying, she tumM 
&om him and mixed in the crowd. 

Harry was next addressed by a shepherdess, and again bj 
a nun. But he declined as honourably as he could to tent 
the flock of the one, or to bo the cause of any breach o! 
vows iu the other, observing to her that she had already 
taken the veil. The boy ia a Fool I said she ;— I know ; 
s^d Harry. 

A gipsy then accosted, and taking him by the hand- 
Will you be pleased, sir, to be told your fortune? said sh^ 
— By no means, my aweet-voiced Cassandra, answered 
Harry ; I would avoid, above all things, prying into futurity, 
— Knowledge, sir, is surely desirable, and above all, foi-© 
knowledge. — Not so, said Harry, foreknowledge of evij 
would but double the tniaery ; and foroknowlerlge of gooj 
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would deprive me of hope by certamty; and hope ia a 
blessing perhaps preferable to possession. — Tell mc, air, and 
tell me truly, did you ever yet see the prl that you could 
tike?— Yes, madam, two or three, for whom I have con- 
ceived a very tender friendship, but no one yet for whom I 
have conceived a passion. — Ah, then, Mr. Mercury! said the 
gentle prophetess, I have only to desire the last cast of your 
office ; when I am dead, be so grateful as to waft my friendly 
Bpirit to the shades of Elysium, there to join Dido and other 
unfortunate lovers. 

So Baying, she turned and retired with a sigh that entered 
and sunk into the heart of our hero. 

The company now began to depart, when the Earl of Albe- 
marle, coming up to Harry, took him a little apart, and 
throwing bia ann over his shoulder, pressed him to him and 
eaid — ^My dear fellow, you have done me singular honoor 
this night ; pray, double the favour to me by letting me see 
you again speedily and aa often as you can. For the present, 
you must not go till tbeir majesties have spoken with you. — 
JTot to-night, so please your excellency, answered Harry; at 
all other times I shall be ready to attend and serve their 
majesties without any mask. 

The next morning Mr. Feutoo was much surpriaed by a 
visit from the great man. During breakfast the earl pressed 
eagerly for Harry's attendance at court, and promised every 
advantage and honour that the crown could bestow. Tou 
must pard,on me, my lord, said Mr. Fenton ; I am willing to 
advance to you two hundred thousand pounds more towards 
his majesty's present expedition against the French, whom 
I look upon to be our natural and salutary enemies. They 
are as Carthage was to Rome ; they hold ua in exercise, and 
keep a quaiTelaome people from falling out among themselves. 
Indeed, my lord, I am desirous of gratifying my royal master 
with anything except the sacrifice of my chUd. I cannot 
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^^H part with bim till his cducatiou b completed ; and thi 
^^H ADEWers my expectations, I doubt I may be 
^^H to part with him than ever. 
^^^1 In the aftemooD our company went again to the Tower, toj 
^^H see as well as to hear the recent story of the great Uon 
^^B the Uttle dog. 
^^H They foand the place thronged, and ad were obliged to 
^^^K pay treble prices, on account of the imprecedented novelty 
^^^B of the show, bo that the keeper in a short space acqaired a 
^^H little fortune. 

Pl^" The great cage in the fi-oot was occupied by a beast who, 

by way of pre-eminence, was called the king's lion 

while he tTaversed the limits of his Bti-nitened dominions, hs 

was attended by a small and very beautiful black spaniel, who 

frisked and gamboled about him, and at times would pretend 

to snarl and bite at him ; and again the noble animal, with 

an air of fond complacence, would hold down his headiwtuUt 

the little creature licked his formidable chops. Theii- history^ 

as the keeper related, was this :■ 

J^^_ It was customary for all who were unable or unwilling to 

^^^H pay their sixpence, to bring a dog or a cat as an oblation to 

^^^P the beast in lieu of money to the keeper. .Among others, a 

^^" fellow had canght up this pretty black spaniel in the Btreets, 

and he was accordingly thrown into the cage of the great 

lion. Immediately the little animal trembled and shivered, 

kand crouched and threw itself on its back, and put forth il 
tongue, and held np its paws, in supplicatory attitudes, as &»' 
acknowledgment of superior power, and praying for mercy. 
In the mean time, the lordly brute, instead of devouring it, 
beheld it with an eye of philosophic inspection. He turned' 
it over with one paw, and then turned it with the other ; and' 
emelled to it, and seemed desirous of courting a furthi 



The keeper, on seeing this, brought a large mess of his 
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own Eimiiy-dinner ; but the lion kept aloof, and refiised to 
eat, keeping bis eye on the dog, and inviting him as it were 

to be his taster. At length, the little animal's fears being 
something abated, and hia appetite quickened by the smell 
of the victuals, he approached slowly, and, with trembling, 
ventured to eat. The lion then advanced gently and began 
to partake, and they finished their meal very lovingly to- 
gether. 

From this day the atnctest friendship commenced between 
them — a friendship conBiating of all possible affection and 
tenderness on the part of the lion, and of the utmost confi- 
dence and boldness on the part of the dog ; insomuch that 
he would lay himself down to sleep within the &ngs and 
mider the jaws of his terrible patron. 

A gentleman who had lost the spaniel, and had advertised 
a reward of two guineas to the finder, at length heard of the 
adventure, and went to reclaim his dog. You see, sir, said 
the keeper, it would be a great pity to part such loving 
friends. However, if you insist upon your property, you 
must even be pleased to take him yourself; it is a task that 
I would not engage in for five hundred guineas. The gen- 
tleman rose into great wrath, but finally chose to acquiesce 
rather than have a personal dispute with the lion. 

As Mr. Fenton had a curiosity to see the two friends eat 
together, he sent for twenty pounds of beef, which was 
accordingly cut in pieces, and given into the cage ; when 
immediately the little brute, whose appetite happened to be 
eager at the time, was desirous of making a monopoly of the 
whole, and putting his paws upon the meat, and grumbling 
and barking, he audaciously flew in the face of the lion. But 
the generous creature, instead of being offended by his 
impotent companion, started back, and seemed terrified at 
the fury of his attack ; neither attempted to eat a bit till his 
&Toarite had tacitly given permission. 
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When they were both gorged, the lion stretched and 
turned bimself, and lay down in an evident posturo for re- 
pose, but this big sportive companion would not admit. H|l 
fj-isked and gamboled about him, barked at him, would noil* 
scrape and tear at his head with his claws, and again sme 
him by tbe car, and bite and pull away ; while the noble 
beast appeared affected by no other sentiment save that of 
pleasure and coraplacenco. 

But let us proceed to the tragic catastrophe of this extr^ 
ordinary story, still known to many, as delivered down Ij|t 
tradition from father to son. 

In about twelve months the spaniel sickened and died, and 
left bis loving patron the most desolate of creatures. For 
a time, the lion did not appear to conceive otherwise than 
that his favourite was asleep. lie would continue to smell 
to him, and then would stir him with his nose, and turn him 
over with his paw ; but, finding that all his efforts to awake 
him were vain, he would traverse his cage from end to end 
at a swift and uneasy pace, then stop and look down upon 
him with a fixed and drooping regard; and again lift hia 
head on Iiigh, and open his homble throat, and prolong a 
roar as of distant thunder, for several minutes together. 

They attempted, but in vain, to convey the carcase from 
him; he watched it perpetually, and would suffer nothing to 
tonch it. The keeper then endeavoured to tempt him with 
variety of victuals, but he turned from all that was offered 
with loathing. They then put several living dogs into ^ 
cage, and these he instantly tore piecemeal, but left th^ 
members on tbe floor. Ilis passion being thus inflamed, }|s 
would dart his fangs into the boards, and pluck away large 
splinters, and again grapple at the bars of his cage, and seem 
enraged at his restraint from tearing the world in pieces. 

Again, as quite spent, he would stretch himself by the 
remains of his beloved associate, and gather him in with hii 



paws, and put him to hia bosom ; and then utter undor roars 
of such terrible melancholy as aecmed to threaten all around, 
for the loss of his little playfelloiv, the only friend, the only 
companion, that he had upon earth. 

For five days he thus languished, and gradually declined, 
without taking any sustenance, or admitting any comfort ; 
till one morning, he was found dead, with hia head lovingly 
rociined on the carcase of his little friend. They were both 
inteiTed together, and their grave plentiftilly watered by the 
tears of the keeper, and his loudly lamenting family, — But 
to return. 

When our company were on their way from the Tower to 
their lodgings— Sir, said Harry, what we have just seen re- 
minds me of the opinion of my friend Peter Patience, that 
one who 19 fearless cannot be provoked. You saw liow that 
little, teasing, petulant wTetch had the insolence to fly in the 
face of his benefactor, without offending or exciting in him 
any kind of resentment. — True, Harry, for the lion was sen- 
sible that his testy companion was little and impotent, and 
depended upon him, and had confidence in his clemency, 
and therefore he loved him with all his faults. Anger, how- 
ever, in some cases, is not only allowable, but becomes a 
duty. The scripture says — " Be angry, but sin not." We 
ought to feel and fear for others ; and lust, violence, and 
oppression of every sort, will excite the indignation of a gen- 
erous and benevolent person, though he may not fear for 
himself. 

After supper, Harry appeared to mminate, and said — 
Row comes it, air, that creatures not endued with reason or 
conscience, shall yet, in the affection? that are pecaltarly 
called humane, exceed even most of the human species ? 
You have seen that it was the case between the lion and 
little dog. 

It was the opinion, my Harry, of an ancient philosopher 



that God -B-Bs the bouI and epirit of brutes ; and tbia he 
jndged froni observing that what we call iDstinct was inoom- 
pnrably wiser, more eagiicious, and luore accomplishing for 
attaining its ends, throughout its sphere of action, than the 
most perfect human reason. Now bad this philosopher, 
instead of saying that God was the soul of brutes, hai'el)' 
alleged that he ruled and dictated within them, he would 
not have gone a tittle wide of the truth. 

God, indeed, is himself the beauty and the benefit of bU 
his worl(s. As they cannot exist but in him and by him, so 

! his impression is upon them, and his impregnation is through 

I them. 

Though the elements, and all that we know of nature and 
creature, have a mixture of uatural and physical evil, God is, 
however, throughout, an internal, though often a hidden 
principle of good, and never wholly departs from his right 
of dominion and operation in his creatures ; but is, and is 
alone, the beauty and beneficence, the whole gloiy and 
graciousness that can possibly be in them. 

As the apostle says, " The invisible things of God are 
made manill'st by the things that are seen," lie is the 
secret and ce::tra1 light that kindles up the sim, his dazzling 
representative ; and he lives, enlightens, and comforts in the 
diff'usion of his beams. 

His spirit in-'^jiires and actuates the air, and is in it a 
hreath of life to :ill his creatures. Ho blooms in the blossom, 
and unfolds in t;;e rose. He is fragrance in flowers, and 
flavour in fruits. He holds infioitude in the hollow of his 
hand, and opens his world of wonders in the minims of 

I nature. He is the virtue of every heart that is softened by 
a sense of pity or tonch of benevolence. He coos in the tur- 

I tie and bleats in the Iamb ; and, through the paps of the 
Btem bear and implacable tigress, he yields forth the milk of 
loving-kindness to their little ones. Even, my Harry, when 
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^^P^ liear the delicious enchautmeut of muaic, it is but an I 

^^RCeroal sketch aad Mat echo of those sentimental snd rap- ^ 

tnrous timtnga that rise up, throughout the immensity of 
our God, from eternity to eternity. 

Thus all thinga are secretly pregnant with their God. 
And the lover of sinners, the universal Redeemer, is a prin- 
ciple of good within them, that contends with the malignity 
of their lapsed state. And thus, as the apostle speaks — "AU 
nature is in travail, and groaneth" to bo delivered from the 
evil ; till the breath of the love of God shall kindle upon the 
final fire, out of which the new heavens and new earth aliall 
come foitli, as gold seven times refined, to shine for ever 
Emd ever! 

Harry, agreeable to hh covenant with Signor Volanti, had 
penned the following advertisement, and inserted it in all 
the public papere, to wit : — On Saturday next, between the 
hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon, the celebrated 
Dominico Jaciiimo Tonino Voiantl will take his flight from 
the spire of Clement's steeple, and alight at the distance of 
two bows shot, on tho Strand; and this ho will perform 
before the eyes of all people." 

On the impatiently-expected morning, Harry took Mr, 
Clement with him in a hackney chaise, and found an innomer- 
able concourse, as well of the gentry in their carriages as of 
the populace on foot. London had poured forth its numbers 
to behold this astonishing flight. The windows were all eyes 
on every side, and the house-tops were hung with clusters of 
people as of bees, 

Afler Harry had sui'veyed the crowd with inward titillo- 
tion, he whispered to Clement, and said — Tou shall see now 
what a sudden discomfiture I will make of this huge army. 

He then put forth his head and said to all around — Do not 
ye perceive, my friends, what fools we are all made ? do not 
ye remember that this is the_^rs( of April? 



^^P He bad 
^^H man to n 
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3B spoken the words when they spread &om 
and BOOH were muttered throughout the 
assembly. And then louder, aod more loud, the Jirat of 
April/ the first of April! was repeated all about. 

The company now began to be in motion. All heada were 
instantly withdrawn from the late tbi-onged windows, and 
the house-tops began to be cleared with a shameful caution. 

Immediately was heard the rolling of many wheels, and 
tlio lashmg of many whips, while every coachman prcesed 
through the crowd, impatient to deliver his honourable 
ireight &om public shame. But the pubhc now began to 
rellsli a joke that was so much against their betters; and i%. 
peals of laughter, and united shouts of triumph, they edioed 
and re-echoed after them, April fools I April fooia t 

Among others, Lord Bottom had come with his friend 
Rakely, in an elevated phaeton, of which his lordship wW 
charioteer. As they happened to brush close by Harry's car>" 
riage, swearing and puffing, and lashing and cursing at the 
crowd, Harry cried to his old enemy — You need not be in bo 
violent a hurry, my lord ; perhaps you are not so great a 
Fool as yon imagine. 

The fools of fashion were scarce withdrawn, when a long 
and strong rope was let down flom the top of the steeple, to 
which it was ihatened at the upper end. A man then, laying 
hold on it below, dragged it along through the crowd, and 
braced it, at a great distance, to an iron ring that was 
stapled into a post, purposely sunk on a level with the pave- 
ment. They then brought a large and well stuffed feather- 
bed, and fixed it under the cord where it joined tlie ring. 

In the mean time Volanti appeared on the top of the 
steeple, and bending cautiously forward, and getting the corft 
within an iron groove that was braced to hia bosoqj he 
pushed himself onward, and with a kindling rapidity flew 
over the heads of the shouting multitude, poising himaelf 
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with expanded legs and arms as he passed, till he was landed 
without damage oq his yielding receiver. And in the very 
next papers Harry published the following adveitisement, 

" Before the first of April next, Signor Dominico Jachimo 
Torino Volant!, by the help of canvass wipgs contrived for 
the purpose, purposes lo fly over-sea from Dover to Calais, 
and invites all his London friends to come and see him set 
out." 

Harry had now seen whatever London could exhibit of 
elegant, curious, or pleasing ; and Mr. Fenton judged it time 
to hold up to him the melancholy reverse of this picture — 
to shew him the home ofmouTning the end of aU men — to 
shew him the dreary shades and fi-ightful passages of 
mortality, which humanity shudders to think of, but through 
which human nature of necessity must go. 

For this purpose he took him to the General Hospital, 
where death opened all his gates, and shewed himself in all 
his forms. But the great poet, on this occasion, has antioi- 
pated all description ; — 

ImmediHtely a pUce 
Before Ma eyes iippear'ii— sad, noiaome, dark. 
A lazir-boiiBC it i^eeni'd. wherein were Iiiid 
Kiimbers of all diseased, all mui&dius 
Of ghnallj spKBm, of racking torture, qilaliiiB 
Of heart-aieli sgoiiT— all fev'rous kinds, 
ConvulsioiiP, e]iik>psies, fierce catarrha. 
Intestine stone and ulcer; cholJc pangs, 
DeoioQiac freniy, mopmg uielanctinl;. 
And moonatruok madness; pining Mrophy, 
Drcpsiee, nnd asthniaf, audjoiiit-rnckiug rheuou. 
Dire was llie tossing, deep tlie groan— Delpair 
Tended llie eiuli, busiest from couch to coucb, 
And over tliem trium pliant Death his dart 
Bhook, but deUy'd to strike, though oft invoked 
With rows aa their chief goocl. UiLtoa. 

9* 
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^^H While Mr. Fenton led his pupil through groaning gallenes, 
^^H and tho chambers of death and disease, Harry let do\ra the 
^^V leaf of his bnt, and drew it orcr his eyes to conceal bis 
^^H emotions. All that day he was silent, and his couotenimce 
^^^^ downcast ; and at night be hastened to bed, where he wept 
^^^K.ft large tribute to the mournfully inevitable condition of 
^^^H Joan's miserable state upon eatth. 

^^^r The next day Mr. Fenton took him to the Bethlehem 
' Hospital for idiots and lunatics. Bnt when Harry beheld and 

contemplated objects so shocking to thought, ro terrible to 
sight — when ha had contemplated, I say, the ruin above all 
ruins, hnman intelligence and human reason bo fearfully over- 
thrown ; where the ideas of the soul, though distorted and 
misplaeed, are quick and all alive to horror and agony; he 
grew uck and turned pale, and suddenly catching hid uncle 
by the arm — Come, sir, let us go, said he, I can stand this 
^^ no longer. 

^^L When they bad reached home, and that IlaiTy was more 

^^M composed : — Are all the mberies, sir, said he, that we have 
^^r witnessed these two days, the consequences of sin ? — Even 
ao, indeed, my Harry ; a!l these, and thousands more, equally 
pitiable and disgusting, are the natural progeny of that woe- 
begetting parent. Nor are those miseries confined to 
hospitals alone ; every house, nay every bosom, is a certabi 
though secret lazar-house, where the sick coach is preparing, 
with all tho dismal apparatus, for tears and lamentations, for 
agonies and death. — Since that is the case, air, who would 
laugh any more? Is it not like feasting in the midst of 
famine, and dancing amidst the tombs ? 

All things in their season, my dear, provided that those 
who laugh be as though they laughed not, reuiembering that 
they must weep ; and provided that those who weep be as 
though they wept not, having joy in their knowledge that 
the fashion of this world quickly pasaeth away. 
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On the following day, Mr. Fenton retuniGd to Hampatead, 
leaving Harry and Mr. Clement ability to indulge the benevo- 
li^ice of their hearts. 

One evening, as our compBaions were drinking tea in the 
Temple Exchange Coffee-house, a man, advanced in years 
bnt of a very respectable appearance, got up and addressed 
the assembly : — 

- Gentlemen, said ho, among the several hospitals and other 
idisritable foundations that have done honour to the humanity 
of the inhabitants of tlua city, there is one still wanting, 
-which, as I conceive above all others, would give distinction 
to the beneficence of its founders ; it is a bouse for repenting 
prostitutes, an aaylam for unhappy wretches who have no 
Other home — to whom all doora are shut, to whom no haven 
is open, no h.abitatlon or hole for rest npon the face of the earth. 

Most of them have been seduced from native innocence 
and modesty by the arts of cruel men. Many have been 
deceived under promise and vows of marriage ; some under 
the appearance of the actual ceremony, and afterwards 
abandoned or turned forth to infamy by their barbarooH and 
base nndoers. Shall no place, then, be left for repentance, 
even to those who do repent ? Forbid it, charity ; forbid it, 
manhood 1 Man is bom the natural protector of the weak- 
ness of woman ; and, if he has not been able to guard her 
innocence from invasion, he ought at least to provide a 
reception for her return to virtue. 

I have the plan of this charitable foundation In my pocket; 
and if any of you gentlemen approve my proposal, and are 
willing to subscribe, or to solicit your friends to so beneficent 
a purpose, I request your company to the tavern over tho 
way. 

Here the speaker walked towards the door, and was fol- 
lowed by Harry and Clement, and thirteen or fourteen mora 
of the assembly. 



^^r gentli 
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When the company was seated round a large taUe, the 
gentleman produced his plan, with a summary of the rules 
and institutes for the conduct of the house, which he pro- 
posed to call the Magdalene House : a plan which hath Hinoe 
been espoused and happily executed hy others, withoBt 
ascribing any of the merit to the first projector. 

As all ])resent applauded the manner of the scheme, and 
intention of the charity, each of them eubscribcd from a 
hundred to tweuty pounds, till it came to Harry's tiun, who 
sabsoiibed a thousand pounds in Mr. Fcnton's name, 

I snppose, sir, said one of the company, that your largest 
contributions will arise from the ladies, as the whole is in- 
tended for the benefit of the sex. — I shall not, answered the 
gentleman, apply to a single lady on this occasion. Not ona 
of them will dare to contribute a penny, lest it should h9- 
thought that they partly allow in themselves the vices that 
they can pardon or patronize in othei's. It is this that 
makes the case of the wretches whom we are about to be- 
fiiend, deplorable beyond measure. They are first betrayed 
by our sex, and then driven out to irretrievable infamy and 
misery by their own. For women to women arc as turkeys 
to turkeys; do but cast a little dirt upon the head of anyone' 
of them, and the rest of the flock combine in an instant to 
pick out her eyes, and to tear her to pieces, 

Mr. Mole, a learned philosopher, and a man of principal 
figure in the present company, then addressed the projector, • 
and said — If you will admit me, sir, into partnership in the 
conduct of your scheme, I will engage to levy contributiona 
to the amount of some thousands over and above the hun- 
dred I have subscribed, — Tou are heartily welcome, sir, 
replied the gentleman, either to join or take the conduct of 
the whole upon yourself; provided the good is done, I care 
not by what means. All my ends will be answered ; I wish 
to be nameless, — That is not fair, neither, said another of the 
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company; you, Mr, Goodville, had the trouble of contriving 
this bnainesa, and you ought at least to have the honour, if 
not the conduct, of youi- own plan. 

Mr. Goodville ! Mr. Goodville ! exclaimed Clement in a 
surprise, eagerly staring at him, and recollecting, as from a 
dream, the altered features of bis quondam friend and 
benefactor. Pray, aii', do you remember any thing of one 
Clement, a worthless young fellow, whom once in your good- 
ness you condescended to patronize? — Clement! Clement! 
cried Mr. Goodville, getting up and hastening to Lim, and 
catching bim in his arms. My dear, my dear Clement, my 
man of merit and misfortunes, how rejoiced am I to find you I 
God be praised I God be praised ! it is at length in my 
power to do something material for you I But oomo with 
me to another room, I have something to say to you ; we 
will leave these gentlemen the while to think further of the 
plan that lies before them. 

When Mr. Goodville and Clement had withdrawn — Mr, 
Mole, said one of the company, you are concerned in a num- 
ber of these public bene factions.^ Yes, gentlemen, answered 
Mole, I believe there is no charitable institution of any note 
in Ljndon in which I am not a trustee, and to which I am 
not a contributor. For, though I do not set up for sanciifi- 
catiou by faith, yet I think I may pretend to some juslifica^ 
tion by charity. Let the vulgar herd pay their priesthood 
for cheating them out of their senses — I give nothing to the 
fat impostors, or their lucrative fable ; my substance is little 
enough for myself and the poor. — Why, pray, sir, said Harry, 
are you not a Christian ? — N^o, indeed, master, answered 
Mole, nor any man who has sense enough to think for him- 
self — Be pleased then, cried Harry, to hand me that paper a 
moment ; here, sir, I dash my name and contribution from 
the list of the subscribers. He who denies glory to God in 
thehigli£St,caa never have peaca or good wiB ioicards men, 
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tmi SO, eir, 70U shall never be tlie almoner of a pemtj of in 
money. 

Ton talk a« you look, my dear, cried Mole ; like one jiiri 
doped from the nursery, where you were affrighted by t 
of ghosts and hobgoblins. I acknowledge, gentlemen, i 
benefit and beauty of morality in its fullest extent ; and h 
Jems, the Christian Prophet, confined himself to bis By« 
of moral precepts, I think he would justly have been < 
teemed the greatest philosopher and legialator that eve 
breathed ; but when he, or rather his disciples in hia nam^ 
in order to enhance the authority of iheir mission, prctonded 
to divinity in their master, the low-bred and ignoraal 
vretchcs pulled together against the grain, and compounded 
snch a strange medley of fighting inconsistencies, and b 
evident absurditie", as arc wholly everaive of every principle 
of right reason :md common-sense. They tanght that Godj 
was made a man — that, in order to expiate the sins of t 
world, the innocent was appointed to suffer for the gnUty — « 
that the sins of all offenders were to be imputed to one ^ 
hod never offended, and that the righteousness of him whoa 
had never offended was to be imputed to criminals of tlu 
deepest dye — that the Creator submitted himself to 1 
malignity of his creatures, and that God himself died I 
shameful death on the cross. And this, gentlemen, makei 
such a heap of ridiculous incoherences— such contradicdom 
in sense and terms — as exceeds even the worship of apei 
and serpents, leeks and onions, and the other garbage i 
Egypt. 

You are a villain, and a thief, and a liar, cHed Harry^ 
altogether inflamed with choler. Mole, on hearing thesa 
terms of highest affront and reproach, instantly caught uf 
a bottle and threw it at our hero's head ; but it happily 
missed him, and only bruised the fleshy part of the shonldoi 
of tbe gentleman who sat next. Harry instantly sprung t 
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and made at JVloIe, while the company rose also and at- 
tempted to interfere ; bwt some he cast on one hand and 
Bome on the other, aud overtiu'ning such as directly oiiposed 
him, he reached Mole, and with ono blow of hia fist on the 
temple, he laid him motionless along the floor. Then, look- 
ing down on hia adversary — I should he sorry, said he, that 
the wretch would die in tiis present state of roprobacy ; 
here, drawer, run quickly and bring me a surgeon. Then, 
returning to his place, he sat down with great composure. 

After a pause, he looked round — I hope, gontlemon, said 
he, that none of you are hurt. Indeed, I am much con- 
cerned for having iq any degree contributed to your dis- 
turbance. But, hail any one of you a dear benefactor and 
pntron, to whom you were bound beyond measure, whom 
you loved and honoured above all things, could you bear to 
hear him defamed and vilified to your face ? — No, certainly, 
answered ono man. — No man could bear it, cried another, — 
But pray, asked a third, how came you to call the gentleman 
a thief? — Because, repUed our hero, he attempted to rob me 
of my whole estate. He endeavoured to thieve from me the 
only fi-iend I had in the universe— the friend of my heart — 
the peace and rest of my bosom — my infinite treasure — my 
never-ending delight — the friend without whom I would not 
choose to be — without whom existence would become a 
curse and an abhorrence unto me. — Happy young creature I 
eiclaimed an elderly gentleman, I understand you ; you 
mean your Christ and my Christ — the friend who has already 
opened his early heaven within you. 

By this time Mr, Mole began to move ; whereupon Harry 
rose, and putting his hand in hia pocket — Here, gentlemen, 
«ud he, is one guinea for the surgeon and another for the 
reckoning. When my compaiiion returns be pleased to tell 
him. I am gone to our lodgings ; for I will not stay to hold 
fiirther converse or altercation with that bane of society — 
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that pest, which the rulers in darkness have commiBsioned to 
spread contagion, distemper, and death among men. 

Harry went early to hed, hut lay restless and much dis- 
turhed in his spirit oil niglit. Mr. Clement liad board ilie 
I particulars of our hero's behaviour, which he partly disap- 
proved ; but, as he saw liim already dejected, he did nut 
choose to expostulate with him for the present. 

The next day they returned to Hampstead, where Mr. 
Fentoi), notwithstanding the constrained smiles of hia Harry, 
observed an unusual cloud and uneasiness in his countenauoe. 
I want to speak with you, my love, said he ; and heckoning,' 
him into bis closet, ho took him a&cct innately by the hand 
and made him sit beside biio. What is the matter, my deaT^, 
SMd ho, looking conceniedly in bis face ; ivhat is it that has. 
disturbed the peace of the bosom of my beloved? 

Ah, sir I cried Harry, I am indeed very unhappy. I doubt- 
that 1 am partly losing my faith, and the fear of that has- 
given me inexpressible liorror. It is like tearing me 
a fort, out of which there is no home or rest for me u 
oni verse. 

Here Harry made a recital of the late affair to his patron,, 
and having closed his narrative — Is not this very wonderfiiV 
sir, said he, how or where in the world could this Mole harOt 
mustered together such arguments against reason — sucli* 
appearances against truth ? How must the vulgar and illi*' 
terate be staggered by such objections, when even I, wh» 
have been bred, as I may say, at the feet of Gamaliel, havor 
not been able to answer them otherwise than by thi 
luent which the blasphemer received at my hand? 

Here Mr. Fenton smiled, and said — Do not be alarmed, 
my love. We shall quickly dispel the thin mists of infidelity 
that were collected to shut the sun of righteousness from- 
yonr eye. I coniess, indeed, that this spawn of Antichrists 
has compiled a summary of all that haa ever been uttered 
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•gainst " the Lamb wlio was slain fiom the foundation of the 
world ;" yet he is but n Mole in nature as well as itame ; and 
he with his brother moles know no more, and sec no further, 
than the little heap of dirt and rnbbish that the working of 
their own purblind and fioundering reason hath cast about 
tbem. 

Sacred depths and stupendous mysteries belong to this 
matter, and, when you are able to bear them, they shall be 
clearly and fully unfolded to yoii, my Harry ; in the mean 
space, a few eimjile observations will sufiice to re-establish 
the peace of your sweet and pious heai't. 

As Chtistianity was instituted for the salvation of the vul- 
gar, the principal truths thereof are very obvious and plain, 
and want no learning, no letters, to inculcate or teach them. 
They speat the Intiguage of nature, and all nature is ex- 
pressive of the sense and the sound thereof. Whatever ia 
within you, whatever is without you, cries aloud for a 
Saviour. For sin hath been as the Mezentius, of whom you 
read in Virgil, who bound the bodies of the dead to the per- 
sons of the living. Thus it is that the sin of fallen angels, and 
of fallen man, hath bound change and corruption, distemper- 
ature and death, to the elements, to the vegetables, to 
animals, and even to the immortal image of God himself in 
the humanity ; so th.it all things cry out with the apostle St, 
Paul — " Who shall deliver me from the body of this death ?" 
so that all things cry ont with the apostle St. Peter—" Save, 
Lord, or I perish !" 

These are inevitable truths, my Harry, which all men, at 
some time, must fee! throughout their existence, whether 
they read tbem or not. And he alone, who never expe- 
rienced, nor never shall experience, fi'ailty, error, or sickness, 
pain, anguish, or dissolution, is exempt from our solar system 
of salvation from sin. 

But what sort of a Saviour is it for whom all things cry 
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BO loudly? Iij it a dry moralist, a legislator of laaro and 
external precepts, auch as your Mole philosopher required 
our Christ to be ? No, my darling, no ! The influence and: i 
existence of the Redeemer of nature must, at least, be aa 
extensive as nature herseli 

Things are defiled and corrupted throughout ; tliey i 
distempered and devoted to death from the inmost i 
of their being; and nothing under him, in whom they Hvej. 
and move, and Iiave their being, can redeem them, can t^ 
store them. ' 

"O, sir I exclaimed Harry — his countenance brigbtenin^ 
up — why could I not think of this ? I should then hard 
been able to foil my malignant adversary even at his c 
weapons. 

Our Jesus himself, continued Mr. Fenton, appeals to then 
truth I have told yon, where he says to the sick of the paUr^ 
— "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee," 
when the Pharisees thereupon concluded that he blasphemed^ 
he demonstrated his influence in and over the soul, by thrfi 
aenaible evidence of his operation and influence in and ovet 
the body. " Wbat reason ye in your hearts?" said JesuBj 
"Whether is it easier to say, 'Thy sina be forgiven thee;' ( 
to say, ' Rise up and walk ?' " Tlien said he to the sick of 
the palsy, " Arise and take up thy couch, .ind go to thinsi 
bouse." And immediately he rose up before them, and took 
up that whereon he had been can-ied, and departed to hn 
own bouse, glorifying God. 

Here it was necessary, for the performance of thiswondfflr 
ful and instantaneous cure, that Jesus should instantly op* 
rate in and throngli every member, nerve, and fibpr, of tbi 
sick of the palsy. And it was equally necessary, for thai 
purpose, that the sick of the palsy should have lived, and 
have had his being, in Jesus. In like manner, also, his s 
mnat have been pardoned by an inward salvation, by impai:^ 
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ing to the will of the BinnGr a new and rectified will, and by 
informing Lia spiiit vitb a detestation of evil, and a love of 
goodness and virtue. 

But pray, sir, if it is not too prolbiind a mystery for me, be 
pleaacd to luform me how God could be made man ? For 
this was one of the principal objections of Mole. 

God was never made man, my Harry. God cannot be 
debased. He could not degrade himself by any change into 
manhood, though he could exalt aud assume humanity into 
God, Neither could God die or suffer. To this, Christ 
himself, who was God and man, bears testimony, where he 
oiioa out, in the agonies of his sufleiing humanity, " My 
God I my God I why bast thou forsaken mo ?" And again, 
where, crying with a loud voice, he said, " Father into thy 
hands I commend my spirit," But you are leading me some- 
thing deeper than I choose to go for the present. 

From eternity, God saw that, should lie produce any crea- 
tures in hia own image, to be glorious by his likenesa, and 
happy by his communication, be must of necessity create 
ihem intelligent and free : and that consequently as creatures, 
they must be finite; and that, as creatures who were- free, 
tbey should also be fallible. 

He therefore saw that all might fall, and he also foresaw 
that some would fkll. But his grncionsness had provided two 
in/aSible remedies for this evil of fallibility. He had pro- 
vided a Saviour, and be had also provided suffering. The 
Saviour was to restore them by an inward redemption, by 
a reinfusion and new birth of his own nature in their essence ; 
and sufferinff was to prepare and open bis way, by bumbling 
their pride, by mortifying their lust, and thus eonipelling 
them to unfold their hearts to their own happiness. 

Indeed, had no creature ever fallen, God could not have 
been duly glorified to all eternity. Millions of bis infinitely 
amiable qualities must have liun an inscrutable secret to 
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worlds upon worlda. While all Lis creatores vere h^ipf 
in him, and participated of hini, no distiuction could 1w 
duly made between them and their Creator. Had cril nerer 
b«en, goodiiesD would have sunk unspeakably in the aeiwe of 
tta value, which is now infinitely heightened and glorified by 
the contrast. Free grace and free mercy on the part of our 
God, and penitence and thanksgiving on the part of humbled 
tinners, would have been prerented of their thousand endear 
ing connections. And all the amities and charities throngh- 
ont the brotherhood of man ; alt the mclling and fond 
Mlations which the vine Christ infuses throughout Wi 
ingrafted branches, bearing Llossoms and fruits of divine 
fragrance and flavour, must ever have remniued imbletsiiig, 
and as dead, from eternity to eternity. 

But our God, my chilil, is as powerful as ho is gracious 
and wise, to bring light out of darkness, and life out of death, 
and infinite and ever-enduring good out of the limited and 
short state of transitory evil. 

To prove that no beings beneath himself could stand of 
their own sufficiency, God permitted iiis two prindpal crea- 
tures — the most immediate and most glorious representatives 
of his divine perfections — to fall off from their allegiance, 
and consequently from their happiness, with all their pro- 
geny. The first was the .ingel Lucifer who fell through 
prick, and the second was the man Adam who ffll through 
lust. These two capital sins of pride and of lust, are the 
genuine parents of all moral and natural evil, of all the guilt 
or misery that ever did, or ever can, ri.ae throughout dui-a- 
tion ; and our heavenly Father, in his love, hath appointed 
intense suffering to abate and abase the one, to mortify and 
slay the other, that transgressors may finally be capable of 
his mercy, through the salvation and grace of his Chiist. 

The first of these arah-fclons deemed himself worthy of 
Deity, and being inexperienced in the power with whom lie 
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bad to conteud, be attempted to arrogate all worehtp to him- 
Belf, and to rob his divine benefactor of glory and godhead. 

The second of these felons was tempted by the first to 
aspire, through his own merits, as a godlike independence ; 
to cast off his ollegiancQ to the author of his being ; and to 
expect intelligence and knowledge from the sensual fruits 
of this world, after which ho lusted. He accordingly took 
and eat of the tree that was pregnant with all the goods and 
all the evils of this external, elementary, and transient 
system ; " according to his faith it was done unto liim ;" 
according to his lust bis desire was aceompHshed ; bU 
nature became a partaker of temporary nature ; and he 
fell, with bis progeny, into all the depravity and evils that 
the ein of fallen Lucifer had introduced into these vast 
regions, now made more exceedingly corrupt and sinful by 
the sin of fallen Adam. 

Why, pray, sir, demanded Harry, had Lucifer any con- 
cern in this world before the iail of our first parents ? 

Yea, my dear; all the space that is now occupied by this 
earth and these elements, with the sun, moon, and stara, to 
nn inconceivable extent, was once the heaven and dominion 
of Lucifer and his angels. But when, by their apostasyfrom 
the light, and love, and goodness of God, they had caused 
darkness and mahgnity, envy, rage, and uproar, and every 
Bpeeiea of evil and horror, to be predominant throughout 
their kingdom, God detennined, by a new creation, to take 
it out of their bands. Accordingly he compacted it into 
the present system of temporaiy nature, whose duration is 
to be measured by the revolution of our luminaries, until 
the a])pointed period of the great consumraation, when all 
the malignity that remains and is compacted tbereln, shall 
be finally done away. 

To this truth Moses bears testimony, where be tells you 
that, nt the commencemeut of the creation, darkness wu 



. 314 

upon t!ie face of the groat deep. And again, where he telU 
j'oa, lliat the tree of the knowledge of t!ie goods am 
of this world apnmg up tven in the midat of the paradise of 
God. But it is altogether impious and blaspheraoiis to sup;! 
pose that God would create evil, or infuse a tendenc/ 
thereto into any of hia works. Again, the same truth is 
attested by many passages of the sacred writings, wher(| 
Lucifer, or Satan, tells Christ to hia face, that this y 
with all its glories, are hia portion and property ; that the] 
were delivered unto him ; and that he givcth them to whom 
ever he ^rill. And again, where Christ calls him " the prin« 
of air ;" and again, where he says, " The prince of this v 
Cometh, and hath no part in me," 

Now when God, by this new creation, had delivered ths! 
system of things from the influence and dominion of ey% 
epiiits, they became altogether prisoners in their own darlfe 
ness. But when Adam, the second lord of this vast domain| 
by a second apostasy had brought additional sin and evil 
into temporary nature, the paradise of God, that was ove 
all, vanished ; and the new guilt of Adam opened a new nn< 
wide gate for the re-admission of Lucifer into his ai 
posaeasions. And he remains a prince and a ruler i 
elements and hearts of men unto this evil day. 

These two capital apostates, Lucifer and Adam, who ha^ 
thus robbed their kind God of their affections and allegiance 
were thereafter represented by the two thieves who snfferei 
in company with Christ, who reached ont to each of them i 
bleeding armof his mercy. The one accepted hia grace, anj 
on that day entered paradise along with his Lord. T 
other rejected the Christ with contempt and reproach, a 
therefore, if ever reclaimable, must he constrained by suffeij 
ing to open hia heart to redemption ; when, after a proees 
of many agonizing ages, blaspheming and indignantly spun* 
ing- at the power of his punisher, he may be compelled to ory 
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nut — O seed of the woman ! heal, heal the head thoa hast 
omahed, and admit me also, tbongh last, to some, the least 
portion of thy paidoning salvation! 

Tliese tivo, my Harry, even Lucifer and Adam, were also 
tht! thieves among whom the traveller fell, going from Joru- 
ealem to Jericho, from the city and place of peace to the 
place of destruction. He represented the wretched race of 
fallen man, whom Lucifer, and their first father, had robbed 
of all their substance, and stripped of their robe of righteous- 
ness, and wounded and left half dead in trespasses and sins. 
Neither did the law or the priesthood avail anything for their 
cure, till Jesus, the good Samahitan, had compassion upon 
them, and bound up their wounds, pouring therein the oil 
of his grace and the wine of his gladness ; and expended 
twopence, even the two precious pence of his own body and 
blood, for perfecting theii' recovery. 

But, my dearest sir, said Harry, if my question does not 
intrude, pray, how was it consistent with justice that tie 
snfibrings of the innocent should atone both for, and instead 
of, the guilty ? For this also was one of Mole's cardinal 
objections. 

Your question, said Mr. Fenton, fails aptly in its place. 
When Adam, as I have told yoii, apostatized from his God, 
and lusted after the gross and sensual i'ruits of this world, 
and fed upon them, and thereupon became a partaker of their 
nature and malignity; he fell from his paradise and 
sovereignty together, and he became a poor subject, and 
nusei'able slave, to all the evils and inclemencies of that tem- 
poi'ary nature, over which he had been constituted a throned 
'ord and controller. ^ 

Here was a deep and woiul fall, my Harry, from sove- 
reignty to slavery, from eternity into time, from immortality 
into corruption, fi-om bliss into misery, and from life into 
death I The very state in which the wretched heirs of his 
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Allen nature find themaelvea at tliis da^, Uow then was h< 
to rise, if ever to rise again P Could this be effected by any 
powers of his own ? If bo did not stand in iho state of his 
strength, how shall he recover and be able to re-ascend in 
the state of liia weakness? How think you, my Harry? — A 
self-evident im possibility, answered Harry. 

Here then, continued Mr. Fcnton, we find the universe of 
man depraved, fallen and sunk into the darkness of an and 
error, into the dungeon of gt'oss and corruptible flesh, and 
circled about and closed in by tho barriers and gates of death. 
And these piisons were to be broken through, these gatt 
were to burst open, before ho could re-enter upon light and 
immortality. All the enemies who had conquered man, s\ 
Satan, and temptation, wore also to be conquered. 

But how was this to be done ? A world lay at Btake, a 
the great question was, Whether the whole race of m 
should continue in endless guilt and misery, or be restored 
to ever-enduring purity and blessedness 7 Wherefore, wh« 
all the powers of creation were not able to attempt, Jesus, ii 
tho humanity, undertook to accomplish. 

Here you see, my child, that justice had little to do in tbi 
case. It was not the Justice of puniakment^ but the mere^ 
of deliverance, that the love of our heavenly Father required! 
Jiiaticc indeed affirmed that suffering was due to sin, 
was the necessary attendant and consequence thereof; am] 
this also the love of our Christ wiUingly took upon himai 
He conquered suffering through sufferings, and was therellj 
made the perfect and accomplished captain of our salvations 
He entered into our fiesb, be went through al! the passage 
of this vale of tears and region of misery into which we^ai 
fallen; through poverty, contempt, rejection, it^proacl^ 
through all the rage and rancour of men and devils eoi 
inflict, his bloody sweat and horrors of hell, bonds, buffetings 
spittings, soourgingB, the bloody mockery of a thorny oroi 



and all the soul-rencling tortures of an agoniang crucifixion, 
till at last he triumphantly cried — " It is finished 1" and gave 
up the ghost. From the cross he descended into the grave ; 
from the grave again ho rose in glory, and ascended into 
heaven, where ho led captivity captive, and shewed the 
powers of darkness bound ; that he might lead all the fol- 
lowers of his beatific cross, in his own divine process, to coii- 
qnest through anfferings, to glory through abasemeut, to 
exaltation through humiliation, through death into life, and 
through the calamities of time to a never-ending, ever-bless- 
ing, ever-joyful, eteraityl 

Bat, sir, said Harry; was the humanity of our blessed 
Saviour the same as ours is? for so the scripture seems to 
intimate, where it aaya — "He was made man, like unto us In 
aU things, sin only excepted.' 

This was only spoken, answered Mr. Fenton, with respect 
to hia outward humanity. His creaturely soul indeed, and 
the flesh which he derived from hia mortal mother, were even 
as ours are, sin only excepted, But these were only as the 
husk or case of his internal and divine humanity, which was 
conceived from the essence of the Fathek, by the operation 
of the Holt Spmrr in the womb of a pure virgin. It was 
this humanity to which Jesus was intimately united, and 
that became one with the ever-blesaed TitrNiTT. And it was 
of the ubiquity of this humanity that Christ speaketh, when 
he says to Nicodemus, " No man hath ascended up to heaven 
but he that came down from heaven, even the son of man 
wliioh is in heaven." But when the external humanity of 
Jesus was, by sufFeringa and death, prepared to be swallowed 
up in glory, the whole Christ was then assumed up into 
Godhead. He saw all things in Jesus, as they were and shall 
be from eternity to eternity. And, though the glory of his 
personal appearance may be visible in certain places, yet ho 
is invisibly present in all places and in all hearts, begetting 
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in them a new birth of bia own divine humanity ; that thi 
bodies may also be fashioned like unto his glorious bodyj; 
and that, when our corruptible shall have put on incotmpt 
tioa, and when that our mortal shall have put on tmmor* 
tality, " we all may be made one, aa he is in the Father, an< 
the Father in him, that we also may be one in them." A] 
elevation, sure, well worth the hardest striving, the highea 
ambition. 

Thus I have shown you, my Harry, the inevitable necesrity 
of the euffcringa of our innocent Christ for the salvation <ri 
guilty sinners. And this also shews you the equal necessit] 
of his taking upon himself the external imputation of the sini 
for which he suffered ; that he might thereby be inwardl] 
imputed to us, and become to us, and in us, the Lord om 
BiOHTBousvBSS ; and be to us a better Adam, a second ant 
divine father, regenerating ue to a birth of his own heavenly 
nature. And thus, as the first Adam died unto God, and 
lived to fallen nature, there was a necessity that Christ, 
well in his own person as his redeemed progeny, should c 
to the fallen nature, that through him they might live again 
unto God. 

I thank you, thank you, sir, cried Harry; I shall heni 
forth be enabled to give an account, to all who ask, of t 
faith that is in me. But, pray, did the divine humanity 
our Christ suffer in the crucifixion? 

I believe it did, Harry, even aa our soula are fonnd 
suffer in our bodies, though of a nature so very differs 
from them. It was the suffering of this divine humanitj 
that caused such violent repugnance and convulaiona it 
nature ; that shut up the world from ligJit even at mid-day 
that rent the rocks ; that opened the graves, and gave n| 
the dead to attend their Lord, and revive in the life of hf 
reanrrection. 

Win you be pleased, sir, to indulge me in one queatiotf 
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more ? Could not God, in his omuipotenoe, have effected 
the ealvatton of man by soms other means than the suffering 
of our dear Christ ? I think, were it to be done agiun, I 
would rather forfeit my salvation than that he should endure 
such agony on my account. 

I will not pretend, my Harry, to give limits or directions 
to the measures of my God, neither to say what he might or 
might not do within hia own world, and with regard to his 
own creatures. But it is certain that be chose the most 
effectual method for compassing his great and eternal pur- 
pose that infinite love could dictate, infinite wbdom contrive, 
asd infinite power execute. O, ray Harry ! how unutterably 
aadeared must this measure make our Ood to the miiverse 
of his creatures, and that to all eternity ; it la herein that 
the nature of our God is revealed ; it is hereby alone that he 
could ever have been duly known — known to be the God of 
love — to be nothing but love, in this his wonderful work of 
mercy, transcending mercy; and of grace, transcending 
grace, that he might bring us to glory — transcending glory. 

In this stupendous work of redemption, I say Jesus makes 
himself as it were little, that we may become great; he 
stoops into manhood, that he may exalt us into God. He 
came not arrayed in the fool's coat of the lustre of this 
despicable world, nor in the weakness of its pover, nor in 
the meanness of its dignity; but over his immensity he 
threw the appearance of limitation, and with time be invested 
Ms eternity j and his omnipotence put on frailty ; and his 
supremacy put on subjection ; and with the veil of mortality 
he shrouded bis beauty, that he might-become familiar to us, 
that we might behold and coiu^rse with him foce to face, as 
man converses with man, and grows fond of his fellow. 

Before the incarnation, God was feared in his thunders, 
and adored in the majesty and magnificence of his works. 
Bnt it is in the meek and lowly Jesns that he becomes the 
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object of affection ; in the bleeding, the suffering, the dying 
Jcaus, we behold him with weeping gratitude, we love him 
with a love of passion and burning, a love that languishes for 
biiu, that cannot bear to exist without bim. 

How could tliat perverse people shrit their eyes to the 
divinity of their gracious Messiah, while he gave such hourly 
and ocular proofs of the power and oxtont of hta godhead in 
r all things? while he went about doing good, carry- 
ing healing in his breath, in his touch, in his garments; 
while the lame sprung up as a bounding roe at his bidding; 
-while the tempest heard liia voice and was still, and tlie sea 
tpread itself as a carpet beneath the foot of its creator ; 
while the deaf ear was opened, and the dumb tongue loosed 
to utterance ; while he poured the beams of his light upon 
the new opening eyes of the blind-born gazer ; and while in 
death, and amidst the tombs, his word was life and resurrec- 
tion? 

ms, my Harry, you find yourself united to your Saviour 
by many endearing and intimate connections, by creation, by 
redemption, by brotherhood, by fetherhood in the flesh, in 
the spirit ; by his being bone of your bone, and spirit of your 
spirit; by being the "first-bora of many brethren," and by 
being the divine father of a new and celestial progeny. 

But what need we further? the world from the beginning 
is fraught with him, and speaks of him. The world is, in 
itself, no other than a history of the two capital and eternally 
important truths — the greatness of the fall in Zuci/er and 

I Adam, and the greatness of the redemption in Jesus Christ. 
These truths are engraven in the rocka as deep as the centre ; 
they are written on both sides of every leaf in nature. AU 
that is within us, all that is without us, utters forth the same 
language, proclaims the same tidings aloud. All ceremonials, 
all institutions of di>-ine authority, all ancient predictions 
and prophecies, were pregnant with, and m travail of the 
, J 
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great deliverance to be acliieved by the Shiloh who was to 
OOTne. They give ub a previous history of his whole process 
upon earthi from his biith to his resurrection, as circumstan- 
tially, as minutely as though it were a bare transcript of 
what had recently passed before their eyes. But I shall only 
dwell a minute on three principal articles — first, that Messiah 
was 10 be God ; secondly, that he was, however, to be a suf- 
fering McsMah ; and, thirdly, that he was to give himself to 
death for the salvation of sinners. 

FirBt, With respect to his divinity, Daniel says — " I saw 
in the niglit-visiona, and behold, one like unto the Son of Man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
Days, and they brought him near before him. And there 
was given liim dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve him ; his domin- 
ion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away," 
Again Isaiah :^" Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son. For nnto us a child is boi-n, unto us a son is given, and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder ; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The 
Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of hia government and peace there shall bo no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom to order it, and to 
establish it, with judgment and with justice, from henceforth 
even for ever." 

Secon^y, With respect to hia character of rejection and 
suffering ; " Who hath believed our report, and to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed ? He is despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief: and we 
hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. He was oppressed and he was aSiicted ; 
be is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep be- 
fore her shearers is dumb, so opened he not his mouth. He 
was taken from prison and from judgment ; and who shall 
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declarG hia generation ? for he was cnt off out of the land 
of the liviug J for the t ran agression of my people was he 
Btricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in his death." — Isaiah liii. David, too, says — " Dogs 
have compassed me, the assembly of the wicked have en- 
closed me ; they pierced my hands and my feet. They part 
my garments among them, and cast lota for my vesture. 
But a bone of him shnll not be broken. They shall look on 
him whom they pierced." 

Thirdly. With respect to this being a willing offering for 
Bin, Isiuah says in the same chapter, " Snrely he hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But lie was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; th« 
chastisement of our peace was upon htm, and with his stripes 
we are healed. AH we like sheep have gone astray ; we hav9 
turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid oa 
him the iniquity of us all." Jeremiah, too 

Here Mr. Fenton was interi'upted. His man Frank entered 
booted, and all bespattered with dirt, and, having whispered 
something in his master's car, Mr. Fenton turned aside hit 
head to hide his concern from Harry, and stepping to his 
closet looked himself in. 
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But it may now be thought full time to retnrn to the head 
btsnch of this noblo familj. 

Nearly nine years have now elapaed since the earl and hifl 
hdy had seen or heardof their Barry, except by two or three 
snonymous notes in a year, giving a abort account of his 
health and accomplishments; insomuch that time and long 
absence had, in a measure, worn him from the regrets of the 
family ; excepting his brother Richard, on whom Harry's 
generosity, in taking Iiis quarrel upon himself, had left, aa 
affecting and indelible impression. 

Lord Clinton was indeed sweetly diapositioned by nature, 
and of an aspect and person extremely elegant ; and, as he 
had tutors in all branches in which he chose to be instmcted, 
lie learned sufficient, by way of amusement, to render him 
one of the most accomphshed youths in the nation. He waa 
also naturally unassumiag, and modestly disposed ; but the 
unremitted adulation of domestics and dependants, with the 
complimentary artillery of all the neighbours and yisitants, 
could not fail of some impression, at least so far as to make 
it evident that he was conscious of bis condescension when 
he became familiar with you. 

He was, however, easy to all who applied to him for any 
fevour ; exceeding charitable to the poor ; and particularly 
fond of our Harry's foster-mother, and kind to her for 
Harry's sake. 

He was turned of nineteen years of age when his parents, 
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for tui amiuemeiit and the tinUhing of his cdacntion, resolTed 
to accompany him on a tour to France. 

They set out with a Ruitable equipage and a nominal tntor, 
whom they engaged, rattier willi a view of being a watch 
upon onr yonng lord'a motions, than the iutendant of h» 
prindples or the former of his manner. 

Xothing material happened till their arrival at Parifl, 
where the earl took a sumptuous palace in the Rue de 
Vangirard. 

When he hod settled his hoasehold, be went to inqnira 
after his intimates of fifty years ago. Some three or four of 
them still survived. He renewed his acqnaintance wilJt' 
them, and engaged them, tliuir friends and families, to rich 
itnd freqnent entertainments, whereby bis palace speedily 
became the report of one of the most elegant circles in 
Paris. 

Young Clinton qnickly entered into tamiliarity and oonfi' 
denoe with such of the young nobility as frequented his 
father's ; and they took him abroad on several parties of 
pleasure, and introduced liim to the birds of their own di»- 
llnguished feather. 

Our young Englishman swam gracefully down the streain 
of pleasure ; a warm imagination susceptible of the slightest 
impressions, a spirit apt to receive imd impart the kindlieati 
feelings, made him the idol of his home, and the desire of the: 
brilliant society ho moved in and adorned. But, alas for th» 
stability of all earthly bliss I he was seized with the smallpox, 
which was then sweeping through Paris like a plague ; and^ 
though the oniption was but slight, yet on the seventh day. 
Lord Clinton was suddenly taken with convulsions, and in: 
leas than an hour expired, 

The old countess had never left his room since he had takem 
to his bod, and was now carried off in a deep swoon. Sba 
never after recovered ber senscB except by deplorable Bt&rt^; 
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to lament that she was the most wretched of all tbat ever 
was created, and on the second day she also expired. 

The mlierable earl, now an unit in creation, had their 
bodies embalmed and deported in leaden coffins, ready for 
conveyance to his own vault in England, whither he now 
prepared to go. 

At length he set ont with his sighing and silent train ; and 
oiler a voyage, lengthened by woe, arrived finally at Enfield, 

Never was seen such a concourse at any funeral since the 
iimeral of Jacob, on which all Egypt attended ; they crowded 
from a distance of thirty miles round. But when they saw 
the old and reverend patron of the country all covered with 
sad and solemn weeds : when they beheld his countenance 
exceeding all pomp of sorrow, and conceived the weight and 
wringing that was then at his beail, envy was quite blunted 
and robbed of its sting. They now lamented the living more 
than they mourned the dead ; and the poorest among the 
poor looked down with an eye of compassion upon the great 
man, now rendered, as they deemed, more pitiable and deso- 
late even than themselves ; without child or kindred ; without 
any to continue his name or his hononrs; without any 
who could claim a sliare in his wealth or his woe ; with 
out any cause of further comfort, or further care upon 
earth. 

During the foUowing week the earl kept his chamber, and 
"wonld admit of no visiter till Mr. Meekly arrived. 

Mr. Meekly had long estranged himself to Enfield ; he had 
gone elsewhere, seeking the houses of mourning, and breath- 
ing peace and consolation wherever he went ; but, as soon 
as be heard of the afOiction of hia noble friend, he hastened 
to help hun to bear up under the weight of his calamity. He 
entered and seated himself in silence beside the earl, be there 
wept near an hour without nttering a syllable. 

My lord was the first who spoke — Mr. Meekly, said he, 
10* 
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^H my heart gratefully feels this melting proof of your love, 
^^t You weep for me, my friend, because you see, and kindly 
^^H feel, that there ia no other comfort for me on thin dde the 
^^B grave, 

^V God forbid ! God forbid 1 said Mr. Meekly ; the best and 

' greatest of all comforts is coming to you, my lord. Eternal 

truth has promised it, and he btU make it good to you : 

I " Blessed, blessed are they ivho mourn, for they shall be com- 

■ forted." 
Ah, Mr. Meekly ! replied th& earl, the comfort that yom 
mention is promised only to the deeply contrite and broken 
of heart; to those who duly lament the baseness of their 
offences against so great and good a God, Neither do I 
despair, my friend, but that I also may finally share some 
portion of that same comfort ; for, as I feelingly acknowledge 
myself the greatest of all sinners, so I wish for grace to make 
me the greatest of penitents. 

God be praised, cried Meekly, for the grace already g^ven I 
There was a time, my lord, when, as you told me, yoa had 
notbmg of these divine dispositions; when the world, as yon 
Baid, seemed to hold out happiness to you on either band ; 
when fortune, title, precedence, circling honours about yoa, 
and within you youth and health, and a revelling flow of 
blood and spirits, wholly disguised and concealed the state 
of your nature from you ; when they hid from you your own 
body of frailty, distemper, sin, and death, and left you no 
occaaion to call out for a Saviour, as you felt nothing from 
which you desired to be saved. But God has now been 
graciously pleased to send you his monitora, and to call upon 
you by affliction, that you, in your turn, may call upon him 
who alone can give you consolation. 

It is not, my lord, to the mourners for sin alone to whom 
comfort is promised : the state of suffering and mourning ia 
Id its aatore eitremely salutary, and of happy tendency to 
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man; and it ia, thi^reforp, that the Buffering Jesus hatb pro- 
nounced it blessed. 

The God of aJDove takea nodehght in tbesufferingB of his 
poor and pitiable creatures; neither would he have made 
thia state of our mortality a vale of tears, and a state of 
misery, had it not been in order to conduct us through 
transitory evils to ever-enduring bliss, where "he himself 
will wipe all tears from oar eyes." 

When Adam, by his apostasy and tailing off from his 
Maker, had converted aU the goods of his temporary state 
into evil incitements to lust, covetousneaa, and sensuality, 
God determined, by s, gracious reverse, to turn ail the evils 
of corrupt and feilen nature into means of endnriDg good to 
hia fallen and frail creatures : he therefore appointed pain, 
affliction, distress, and disease, to be his ministers, his moni- 
tors, and preachers within u.s, to convince us of all the evil 
of our depraved and mortal nature ; to wean us from a world 
that ia full of fitlse promises, but empty of true enjoyment; 
to remind us that we are strangers and pilgrims upon earth ; 
to torn onr eye to the star that hath visited us from on 
high ; and finally, through our sufferings, to accomplish the 
great work of hia own salvation in us. 

Thank you, thank you, Mr. Meekly! these are comforting 
things indeed. Tlicy pluck comfort from the very depth 
and abyss of affliction ; I love that my God should be lovely 
to my heart. Tou have now rent the dark veil that long 
hung before my eyes ; and the Sun of righteousness breaks 
upon ma through the clouds of my mortahty. — But what of 
death, Mr. Meekly? what of death, my friend ? I am inte- 
rested in the queation ; my time is approaching. "When this 
body shall fall to dust, and all these organs of sensation be 
utterly cut off, what remains — ^what then shall follow? by 
what means shall my spirit attain the powers of new percep- 
tion? or am I to lie ia the grave, in a state of total insenw- 
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bilitf, till the last trumpet shall soand ? My nature slirinks, 
I confess, from a total deprivation of the sense of existence. 

It is no way evident to me, my lord, that body, or at 
least such gross bodies as we now Lave, are necessary to the 
perceptions and sensibilities of our spirit. God himself is a 
Spiiit, an all-seeing, all-hearing, all-tasting, all-smelling, all- 
feeling, all-knowing, and alt-governing Spirit, "He who 
made the eye, shall be not see ? He who made the ear, shall 
he not hear?" Wherefore,- as our spirits are the oSsprings 
of his divine Spirit, we may justly presume them endowed 
with like capacities. But if body is necessary to the percep- 
tion of spirit, as Zoroaster, the illuminated philosopher, seems 
to intimate, where, speakiug of God, he says, "whose body 
is light, and whose soul is truth ;" in this case, I say, we may 
reasonably suppose that, when our spirits shall be parted 
from these gross and frail bodies, they shall be instantly 
clothed upon with more pure and permanent bodies. Or, 
as I rather think that those pure and permanent bodies are 
already forming, and pregnant within our gross and cor- 
ruptible bodies; and that when the midwife, death, shall 
deliver ns from the dark womb of our woful travail and mor- . 
tality, we shall immediately spring forth into incormption , 
and glory. 

Of this, my lord, I am as confident as I am of my being, 
that he who by faith bath already put on Christ, shall 
break through death in the brightness of the body of his 
new birth, incorruptible, immoital, and blessed to all , 
eternity. 

Tell me, then, my dearest Meekly, what mean you by the j 
body of this new birthf for, alas 1 I am but too apt to cry 
out with Uieodemus, " How can these things be ?" 

I mean, my lord, the forming of Christ within us : our 
being formed anew of a divine seed of our second Adam, 
even as our gross bodies were foi-mod in the womb from 
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a corruptible seed of the old Adam. I mean the clothing 

of onr spirits with the heavenly substantiality of the spi- 
ritual body and blood of the heavenly Jesus himself; for, 
08 the apostle says, "There ia a spiritual body, as there is 
a carnal body," I mean a body the same as that in which 
the believing thief entered paradise with his Lord on the 
day of the crucifixion. " I am the resurrection and the 
life," saith Jesus : whoso believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live ; and he who liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die." Death shall become a new and 
divine biilh unto him. And the great apostle says, " There 
are celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial ; but the glory 
of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial ia 
another." And again he says, "For we knoi;7 that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens." 

These are great things indeed, Mr. Meekly, and full of 
hope, as well as incitements to divine ambition. 

But why, my lord, should a new birth from Jesus Christ 
be thought wonderful? Is there any tiling more wonderful 
in it than in the forming and unfolding of the whole stu- 
pendous mechanism of the body of our old man from a 
scarce visible speck of entity ? Is there any thing more 
wonderful in it than in the growth and unfolding of any 
common vegetable from some latent principle or invisible 
speck in the seed, which not all the optics and glasses of 
a Galileo should be able to discover? Were not these 
the known facts of every day and hour, incredulity would 
have laughed the supposition to nought. But I think I 
have got about me something surprisingly analogous and 
apposite to the nature and manner of our new birth in 
Jeaus. 

Mr, Meekly then put his hand in his pocket and took out 



•980 



TUB FOOL OF QrAEXTT. 



^VB80 

^^V a lamp of matter, in form like a long and hage maggot, evi- 
^^H dently without motion, apparently withoat life, and hard aad 
^^H inci'ucted all about to the feeling. 

^^H What have you got there, my tnend ? B^d the earl. — An 

^^^1 old worm, my lord, that at this instant is preguant with the 

^^^1 l^irCh of a new creature. — Impossible! cried the earl; the 

^^^B thing is absolutely dead 1 — The body of the old worm is dead, 

^^H indeed, ray lord ; but there is certainly a principle of a new 

life within it, that will soon manifest itself in the birth of a 

very beautiful and wonderflilly glorious creature. And this 

you will find if you leave it for a few days, where it may 

get the foBtoring warmth of the sun through one of your 

windows. Ilave you ever seen the fly they call the dragon- 

^^^B fly, my lord ? — Yea ; and have admired the elegance of its 

^^K shape, the mechaniam of its double wings, and the lustre of 

^^H its irradiations. 

^^H This mass, luy lord, of apparently insensible matter, is now 
^^^B actually pregnant with one of the Game species. The parent, 
^^^K through whose death it is to attain life, was no other, as you 
^^H Bee, than a vile and grovelling maggot ; but the new crea- 
^^^m tare that is to be bom &om it will be of a quite different 
^^H nature and tendency. It will loathe the food and oocupation 
^^^B of its foul progenitor ; it will soar sublime over carnal and 
^^H eartbly things ; it will drink the dews of heaven, and feed 
^^^B on the consummate nectar and fragrance of flowers. 
^^H This, indeed, Mr. Meekly, rejoined the earl, is to make tfaa 
^^H invisible things of God visible, even to the naked eye, by the 
^^H things that are seen. 

^^^B While my lord and his friend were thus deeply in dis- 
^^H course, Mr. John, the honse-steward, came in and told his 
^^H master that one waited in the hall ivith a letter for him. 
^^^B A letter I cried the earl ; what can I have to say, John, to ' 
^^H any letter, or any of the writera thereof P But something 
^^H is due to humanity, and it shall be paid ; desire him to step in. ' 
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Hereupon a atranger entered, whose figure instantly 
caught the eyes and attention of the eorl and his companion 
in an astonished captivity. The youth was dressed in a 
mourning frock ; and his dark brown locks, lied beiiind with 
a black riband, flowed carelessly between his Bhoalders, 
while Bome of the front-straying curia, as in sport, alter- 
nately shaded and discovered a part of his lovely counte- 
nance. He bowed, he moved attraction; and, gracefully 
advancing towards my lord, he again bowed, MA a letter be- 
fore him on the table, and then silently retired backwards a 
few steps. 

They viewed him — they gazed on him — as it had been the 
sudden vision of an angel of light. Mr. Meekly was not 
able to utter a word ; neither had my lord the power to lay 
a finger on the paper that was directed to hinf, till Mr. 
Meekly at last, giving a great stroke on the table, cried sud- 
denly oat — I would lay a thousand pounds of it 1 — it is he I 
— it is hel — my heart tells me he can be no other but your 
Harry Clinton ! 

Here Harry sprung forward, and, easting himself preci- 
pitately at the feet of the earl, he clasped his knees with an 
eager reverence, crying — My father, my honoured, my dear, 
my dear father! and broke into tears. 

My lord, all in a tremor, attempted to raise him to bia 
arms, and Harry, perceiving this, rose and threw himself 
into the bosom of bis father. But the earl gently and 
fondly put him. off a Uttle, and gazing intently on a counte- 
nance that appeared to him lovely above all that was lovely 
in the circle of creation, he gathered new strength, and, 
catching Harry to his breast, he exclaimed in a transport — 
" Let me die 1 — let me die ! — since 1 have seen thy face, my 
son." 

Thus my lord, in the recent acquisition of such a son, 
forgot all his losses, and cast the whole weight of his late 
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calamidea behind him. His eje could not be tired vitb 
Beeio^ him, neither his ear with hcaiing the sweetness of 
bis voice ; and he contiaued to hold, to gaze at him, to 
S8 him, uumindful of aught else — unmindful even of hii 
friend Meekly, who sat enraptured beside him. 

Will yoa leave me again, my child ? cried out the earl ; 
do you intend to go from me again, my Harry ? You iDost 
not — you shall not leave me — not for an hour — no, not for a 
minute , a second loss of my son would quicltly bring mj 
grey hwrs with sorrow to the grave. — Never, never, my 
' lord, will I leave you 1 tenderly cried Harry ; never for a 
moment will I forsake you again, my fiither I I come pur- 
posely to watch over, to comfort, to tend you while J have 
life with all imaginable tenderness, affection and duty. 

But whtfre, hastily asked the earl — where is the murderer 
who stabbed my peace? — where is that old thief— that 
robber — who rent my child from me ? Ah, my lord ! cried 
Harry, he is very far from meriting such opprobrious epi>- 
tbets ; he ia a summary of all that is excellent — all that is 
amiable in nature. He respects and loves you too above 
the world, and all that is in it deserving of love. O, had 
you lately seen his grief for your losses — the floods of tears 
he shed — for — for — for — Here Harry could no more ; but, 
on the recollection of his mother and brother, burst into 
tears. 

But tell me, my dear, continued the earl — tell me who and 
what he is whom you commend so highly. 

Even the son of your own mother, my lord ; my much 
loved, ray revered, my most honoured uncle. 

Impossible, my child 1 That old despicable man, my 
brother! No, no, my Harry, he must have deceived you ! 
My brother was all that was amiable upon earth — "tho 
direst among ten thousand "—the straightest cedar in tba 
forest I 
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And Bueli he ia at this day, my lord. But, alas, aliia I he 
has been broken by the batteries of many afflictions ; a man 

wholly made up of fiorrowB, and acquainted with killing 
grie& ! You wanted me not when be look me, my father ; 
yon had other and richer treasures — comforts that were 
infinitely more worthy your regard ; but, little and despica- 
ble as I was, ho had nothmg but me. I became his only 
comfort — the only treasure in which he delighted. Yet, as 
soon as he heard that you wanted consolation, he chose 
rather to be without it himself, and so ho restores mo to 
you, if I may be any little matter of comfort to you, my 
&ther. 

And where is this dear unole — ^this preisous brother — my 
Harry? la he come with you? Shall I be so blessed to 
take him in with ray eye — to take him in with my arms — 
to petition — to obtain bis pardon — to press him to my bosom 
— to my heart — to my soul ? WTiere is he — where is thia 
precious brother — my Harry ? 

He is not come with me, my lord ; he feared, as ho said, 
that you would not forgive liim the carrying off your Gany- 
mede ; but lie is desirous of attending you on the first inti- 
mation. 

Then you must write to him for that purpose to-morrow, 
my son ; and despatch your invitation by some of our swift- 
est horses. The influence of his darling wiU, unquestionably, 
be greater than that of an offending and unnatural brother. 
Is thia letter fi-om him, Harry? — It is, my lord, — Tlien I 
will not peruse it tiU I get by myself. It probably contains 
reproaches hut too well merited; or possibly matters of 
consolation too tender for me to bear. ■ But, Mr.-Meekly, my 
dearest Meekly, ten thousand pardons l^Harry, take to your 
arms the man in the world, next to your unole, most deserr- 
ing of your reverence — most deserving of your heart! 

Here Mr. Meekly kissed and embraced our hero with 
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^^H all the teuderacss of a father, and the ardour of an old 
^^H friend. 

^^H Mr. Meekly, cried Harry, looking earnestly and fondly al 
^^H liini, do I not remember something of that face, Mr. Meekly ? 
^^H Are you not the gentleman for whom I long since conceived 
^^H 8uch an attachment — to whom my heart cleaved, as I may 
^^^B say, from my infancy? 

^^^1 I am, my heavenly cveature, answered Meekly ; I am the 
^^H man indeed whose soul was knit to yours, like the eouI of 
^^B Jonathan to David, the first moment I beheld you ; and who 
^^H saw iu you then all those noble, generous, and divinely 
^^H humane propensities that I see arrived to their maturity at 
^^H this happy day. * 

^^H While Mr. Meekly was thus rejoicing, Harry happened to 

^^H turn his head aside, and, spying the lively portraits of my 

^^H lady and Lord Kichard, he started — he rose ; and, gazing on 

^^H them a minnte, he went softly to the window, and, taking 

out bis handkerchief, kept bia back to the company, while he 

vented his emotions in a silent passion of tears. His father 

and Mr. Meekly perceived what he was about, but they did 

■ not disturb him. He brought fresh to their remembrance all 
the passages of late affliction, and they silently joined a flow 
of grief to hia. But their tears were the tears of sympathiK- 
ing humanity, or rather tears of delight on observing the 
sweet sensibilities of their darling. 

In the mean time, Mr. Frank, who attended on Harry, bad 

whisperingly given the mourning domestics an intimation 
concerning the person of the sti-amger who had arrived. 
Some of them well remembered him ; and all of them had 
heard of him, and conceived a very kindly impression of our 
Harry, They first expressed their mutual joy by kisses, 
embraces, and silent shakes of the hand ; but in a little space 
their bongratulations became more loud and tumultuous, and 
thft.voice of exultation was heard thi'ougb all the lower house. 
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^H^EEarry hereupon felt himself secretly hurt, and turoiag to 
^^& father hia yet tearful countenance — My lord, suya he, I 
beseech you t« suppress this unseasonable sound of joy 
among your servants, in a house that ought so justly. to be 
the house of morning. My love, mildly and kindly answered 
the earl, I cannot wholly refuse to my poor and afflicted 
people some share of that comfort which I myself feel on the 
return of my Uarry, They are all my old and true servants, 
ray child ; this is no other than an expression of their love to 
yoa and to me ; and I request you to receive them affection- 
ately for my sake. 

Here the earl rung a hell, and de^red that all his domes- 
tics should come in. 

They accordingly entered. Harry perfectly reoolleoted Mr, 
John the steward, Mr, Samuel the butler, and old Mrs. 
Mary the cook. He called them by their names, and 
reminded them of old times, and took them in his arras with 
much affection. ' He then turned to the other servants. He 
took each of them by the hand in turns, and spoke to them 
with such a natural ease and lowliness, as though he himself 
deau'ed, iu his father's house, to become also " as one of hia 
hired sei-vants." Hereupon, gathering all about him, they 
catched and kissed his hand by force ; and then, kneeling 
aronnd, they promiacuously jietitioned for blessings on his 
bead ; and rising, retired in a pleasbg passion of sobs and 
tears ; while the enraptured earl beheld all, with a mixture 
of such blissful sensations as he had never felt before. 

It now began to grow late ; and, after a short repast of 
some small matters, my lord proposed their retiring to bed. 
But, my fi'iend, said he to Harry, you must content yourself 
with being my prisoner for the present ; you must lie in my 
chamber ; I wiU not trust my lamb flora my side, for 
fear of its going once more astray. — ^Ah, my lordl cried 
Harry, there is no fear of that; my heart is whclly your 
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propertj, and yoQ have thereby a sure hold of alt that • 
1 «n. 

The next morabg H&rnr iuipaUeatl/ rose b«fure tho 
wnruiU were stirring ; and unlocking the great door, and 
ciosDg it softly after him, he went out eialtiDg on hid pro- 
medilat«d eipcdition. He recoimoitered and recollected 
the qaondam scenes of his childhood ; and, flj'ing like a bird 
over the hedges and other obstacles, he made the shortest 
way to his still precioua mammy's. 

When be approached the place of liia in&ot endearmenta, 
he met his foatcr-&ther going forth to bia field, with a 
Kolemn uid melancholy air, on his usual occupations. Hany 
instantly remembered the features, once bo deligbtiiil, and 
springing to him, and catching at him, he kissed and clasped 
him repeatedly, and cried aloud — ily dear daddy Dobaon 1 
how glad am I to see you ouce again I llovr U my nnrse, 
my dear nurse ? how is little Tommy, and little Rachel, and 
all our dear lamily? 

The old man then respectttiUy withdrawing a space — I 
don't know you, my sweet master, said he ; I never saw yoa 
before. — Indeed, but you did ; many and many a lime and 
oft, cried Harry, you carried me in your arms, almost the 
livelong day, and pressed and hushed me to sleep at night 
in your bosom. Don't you remember your little Harry ? don't 
you remember my two dogs ? don't you remember my cock ? 

O I exclaimed the good old man, I now believe that you 
are my child, the dearest child that ever was bom ! But I 
never hoped to see him such a thing as you are ; I never 
thought to see such a. glorious creature upon earth I 

Here old Dobaon returned Harry's caresses with a twofold 
force, and, blubbering all aloud, had like to have smothered 
him with the intenseness of hia embraces. 

Bring me, bring me, cried Harry to the sight of my dearest 
aurse I I am all impatient to behold her. 
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f Not HO fast ! siiid Gaffer Dobson — I love ray old loving 
and should she flud you out of a sudden, she would 
certainly die of joy. But I will bring you to her as a 
stranger, and so you may bring matters about. And indeed 
^^^ fear that my own head is likely to be crazed by this btiai- 
^Hnss ; for I do not find that I aro the same man that I was a 
^^Kfaile agone. I shall grow too proud, I doubt, and look down 
^^Spon all my better neighbours. 

Goodman Dobson then conducted Harry to their ancient 
habitation. Nurse Dobson was just up, and preparing to 
comb the heads of her children, when they entered. 

Kate, says ho, I have brought to you a young stranger, 
who saya he can give you some accotmt of your liLtle Harry ; 
who says he is still alive, notwithstanding aU your frights, 
and will shortly pay a visit to some parts of this country ; 
and who knows then but that wo, among others, may happen 
^^to set our eyes upon him, and that, I thinfcj would be a great 
^HUessing, My Kate ? 

^^V O no, no, no I exclaimed nurse, without deigning to cast 

^^Rer eyes on the stranger — he is dead, he is gone from me 

these many years ! I once hoped to have his infent on my 

knee and in my bosom ; but that hope is quite gone. Never, 

never shall I behold my darfing again I 

Harry had seated himself just opposite to nurse ; when, 
looking np, slie started, and stared eagerly in his face — Don't 
impose upon me, William, aays she. Tell me, tell me at 
once ; mayhap this is my child ! Ah, against the world, the 
dimple in that smile is the dimple of my Harry ! 

Here Harry sprung up, and at one leap caught his riang 
nurse in his arms, crying — Nurse, my dearest nurse, do I live 
to be pressed once more to your dear bosom ? 

But the poor woman breathed short, and could not get out 
& word. Twenty times she put him from her, and catched 
liim to her again, gazing at him by intervals with a frantic 
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affection. At length she cast herself back on tbfi bench that 
was behind her, and, clapping her hands together, she garA 
A great shout, and burst into an hysterical paasion of tears; 
while Uany seated himself beside her, and, gently drawing 
her bead to him, placed it fondly on bis bosom, and nuxed 
his tears with hers. 

This gush came very seasonably for our loving norse'H > 
relic-f. She soon recovered her breath and her senses ; aad, 
seeing some drops on her Harry's cheeks, she drew them in: 
with her lips, crying — Precious pearls be these I I wouldt 
not exchange one of them for the brightest diamond iu the 
mines. 

Nurse, says Harry — ^I stole away to come and see yoB 
while my father was asleep, or tlse I should not have had^ 
leave to stir from him a foot. But yoa both must promise 
to come and dine with me ; we will have a table by ourselveC 
And do you, my 'dear nurse, step to our house, and if mj^ 
father should miss me, tell him I am gone into town, and will' 
be back with him before breakfast. * 

Harry then stepped to the village, and, remembering 
Gaffer Truck's house, he went familiarly in, and inquired of' 
the good woman how all the fomily was. Pray, how is my' 
honest old Bartholomew ? says he ; and how is your pretty' 
daughter, MoUy ? and, above all, what iu become of my old 
friend Tom? The poor woman, all in amazement, cried — A 
pretty Tom he is, forsooth, to be friend to such a sweet' 
young gentleman as you are. But the truth is, that our 
Tom is at prentice to a barber at nest door, — Well, says 
Harry, when Gaffer Truck comes home, tell him that hia old' 
acquaintance, Harry Clinton, called to see him. * 

Tom had juat finished an operation on a neighbour bs ooii' 
hero entered. — How are yon, Tom ? said he, carelessly. Tom 
gaped, and stared, and gaped ; but answered not a word. — - 
Will you give me a cast of your office, Tom ?— Ah 1 that I 
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will, master, as eoon as yon got a beard. — Why, Tom, you 
are grown a huge hulking fellow since I saw you last ; vnil 
you Btep to yonder green, and wrestle one fell with nie ? — 
No, no, master, I would not hurt you ; methinks I could 
throw a dozen of such Mrweather gentlemen as you are, 
master. 

Harry instantly seized Tom by the breast with one hand, 
and by the shoulder with the other ; when Tom, feeling the 
hardness and hurt of his gripe, immediately exerted his 
powers, and grappled with his adversary. But Harry, 
giving him a slight foot, laid him on the broad of his back 
in the middle of his own floor; but kept him with both 
hands from being hurt against the ground. 

I believe, said Tom, rising, you must certainly be the 
devil ; and come, as they say, to fling poor sinners in the 
shape of an angel of light. — Ab, Tom, Tom ! cried Harry, 
this is not the first struggle that you and I have had. Do 
you remember the bag of nuts, and poor blind Tommy? 
have yon forgot your old friend, little Harry Clinton ? 

Blessed mercy 1 exclaimed Tom, can you be my young 
lord, my heart's dear young master? — I am, indeed, an- 
swered Harry, your old acquaintance, my dear Tom ; your 
loving friend, Harry Clinton. And so saying, he took Tom 
about the neck, and kissed him very cordially. 

Tom, says Harry, I want you to take a walk with me : 
Tom instantly assented, and oat they went. 

As they walked along, Harry began to grow sad. — ^Tom, 
said be, do you know where my dear brother Dicky was 
buried?— Yes, sir, said Tom, a great way off, in yonder church- 
yard below the town's-end. — Do yon know where the sexton 
lives, Tom ? — In a little white house, sir, just joining the yard. 

As soon as ihey arrived, Tom called out the seston, and 
Harry, putting a guinea into liis hand, ordered him direotly 
to unlock the family- van It, 
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The man looked astonished, bnl obeyed in silence ; MK 
Uariy, aa he entered, desired the sexton &nd Tom to wut ti. 
a distance, and promised to be with them by and by. 

lie put to the door after hira, just leavbg light enongh to 
distinguish the recent deponts of the dead. 

O I s^d he, as he adyanced, thou true house of naouniiiig, 
thou silent end of all men, how sad art thou to sense t how 
sad to me above all, who bearest in thy dark bosom saok 
precious and beloved relics I 

Then casting himself on the coffins of my lady and Lord 
Richard, as they lay side by side, and clasping his arms about 
them as far as lie could reach : 0, he cried, my mother, mj^ 
brother ! my dearest brother, my dearest mother ! you arft 
gone, yon are gone from me, and you never knew the Iov« 
that your son and brother had for you 1 Ah, how did I 
flatter myself I what happiness did I not propose, in attends 
ing, serving, and pleasing you ; in doing thousands oftendeij 
kindly, and endearing offices about you ! But you ari 
snatched from me, my mother ! you are snatched from me 
my brother I all my prospects are defeated and cut away foi 
ever. Ton will no more return to me, but I shall go to you j 
and O that I w'ere laid with you this minute in this still ani 
peaceful mansion, where hopes and fears cease, and all ui 
bumble together 1 

Meanwhile Mr. Meekly had gone abroad on his morning*) 
walk. He met nurse on her way to the mansion-house, anj 
accosting her in a kind of triumph — My good nurse, sayi 
he, we have blessed tidings for you ; your Harry, your hert^ 
ia come to the oonntry. — I know it, sir, I know it, answerec 
nurse; it is but a little while ago that my babe loft m] 
bosom. 

Mr. Meekly then proceeded in order to join his yoimg 
friend, inquiring of all he met wliich way Lord Harry went 
dlt at last he was directed to the churchyard. There hi 
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fennd Tom and the sexton, who, on further question, ulently 
pointed to the door of the fkmilj vault that hung on the 
jar. 

Mr. Meekly felt himself affected, and witiidrew to a greater 
distance, but still keeping his tearful eye on the sad mansion 
that now held the living with the dead. 

At length Harry came forth, drying his cheeks with his 
handkerchief, lie assumed a constrained air of cheerfulness ; 
and, joining Tom and the sexton, observed that a great 
crowd was gathering in the town. 

Who are those, Tom ? said he, — I suppose, answered Tom, 
your honour's tenants and old acquaintances, who are getting 
together to welcome you to the country. — If that is the case, 
Ton\, we must go and salute thcni, and you shall Introduce 
me, and tell me who ia who ; for, though my heart is heavy 
laden, it must not give a discharge in full to gratitnde and 
humanity. 

Mr. Meekly, perceiving that Harry was on his return, 
kept onward, aloof from him, but with an eye on his mo- 
tions. 

- By this time the crowd had sorted themselves ; the princi- 
{xUs of the families into one group, the youtig men into on- 
- ether, and the fair maidens into another ; and, as Harry 
^proaohed, they all set up a joint shout of triumph. 

Please your honour, says Tom, this ia my father, and this 
is Gaffer Gubbina, and this Goodman Demster, and this Far- 
mer Felstor, and 30 on. 

Harry, with t!ie lowliness of a washer of feet, would have 
kissed and embraced them all in turns; but, pcessing about 
him, they seized a hand on either aide, and eagerly kissed 
them, as also the skirts of his clothes all round, 

God bless your sweet face ! cried Goodman Demster ; who 
sees il^in a moroing can't fail, I think, of prospering the liv* 
long day. 

vol.. n. — 1 1 
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^^^M When he cunie, iu HUcut-'SHioii, lo the compaiuoiu of £ 
^^^B in&nuy, as he kissed and shook hands with each in t 
^^^H some reminded hiiu of bia having bent them at boxing, other! 
^^^1 at wrestling, and all of liia having played with them s 
^^^1 prison-bars, Itap-lrog, shout the gati', Mtid so forth. 
^^^H Meanwhile the girls panted, gaze'l itt him, aud longed t 
^^^P get him to themselves. — Sir, says Tom, here is your ol4- 
^^B acqitaintauce, my sister, Moily; there la not a lad in tliv 
town whom she is not ablo to toBHi, except your honoan 
Molly looked full of health as Ilebe, and rosy as the Mayy 

I and Harry caught her about the neck, and kissed her reryi 
cordially. — Do yoa remember mu, Molly ? — O, i 
Molly, I shall never forget, since your honour's lordship a 
I used to wrestle eveiy day behind our house. 
The rest of the girls now pressed ibr their share of Harryj) 
and it was with difficulty that he divided liimself with anjs 
eatiefaotory equality apiong them, as they all kissed him a 
close, and seemed so loth to part. 
At length Harry's watch reminded him that it was time fa 
attend his father, and as he parted they shouted after him— ■ 
Long life, and be-alth, and honours to oar townsman, i 
boy, our own dear, sweet child 1 
In tlio meantime Mr. Meekly had returned home, with bifl 
heait full of tidings to the earL When Harry arrived, breaks 
fest was on table, and he perceived that his fether had 1 
in tears ; but no notice was taken of the affair at the chamel? 
house on cither part. 
When breakfast was over, Harry called in John, — ^Mp, 
John, says hg, can you tell me how many families there arf 
in this village of yours? — Twenty-five faniiliea exactly, wf 
lord. Then Harry turned to his father and s;ud — If your 
lordship will be pleased to lend me five hundred guineas for 
the present, I will pay you very honestly the hour tlipt my 
uncle cornea to the country. — Why, sirrah I cried the t 
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pleasantly, what right has your uncle to pay your debts, 
especially to such a great amount as you speak of? — O, 
my lord ! answered Harry, I have already squandered 
away about fifty thousand pounds of his money; and this 
is but a trifle, which I am sure I may very safely add to the 
rest. 

Here the earl looked truly astonished. — Fifly thousand 
pounds I he exclaimed. Impossible, Harry 1 Why, you had 
neither such ponds nor lakes aa mine in London, wherein 
you might make ducks and drakes of them. How in the 
world could yoii contrive it? Where did you dispose of 
them? 

In hospitals and in prisons, my father, answered Harry. 
Iq streets and highways, among the wretched and indigent, 
supplying eyes to the blind, and liroba to the lame, and cheer- 
fulness to the sorrowful and broken of heart ; and such were 
my uncle's orders. 

Let mo go, let me go from this place, my lord! cried 
Meekly ; this boy will absolutely kill me if I stay any longer. 
He overpowers, he suffocates me with the weight of his sen- 
timents, ji ,J--'-^ - .. .. ^ . . V.., ..... : 

Well, Harry, said the earl, go to my desk ; Tiero is the key 
of the drawer on the left hand, and I make you a present of 
the key and the contents ; perhaps you may find there nearly 
aa much as will answer your present exigencies. 

Harry went, and, opening the drawer, was astonished to 
see it quite full of gold. However he took no more than just 
tho sum proposed ; and, returning to his father, said — What 
shidl 1 do, my lord, with that vast heap of money? — Wliy, 
you extravagant rogue, rephed tho earl, there is not as much 
in it as will pay the debt you have contracted with one manl 
— O, cried Harry, I am quite easy upon that score 1 I will 
never affront my uncle by the offer of a penny. And don't 
you think, said the earl, that we have got poor among us in 
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tbe country as well as you have in the city, Harry!— 
belicTe you may have got some, my lord ; but then I am ratu 
more difficult than you m»y think, in the ohjeols on whom ] 
would choose to confer oharity. I look upon the moaeff 
amassed by the wealthy, to have been already extracted 
from the earninga of the poor ; the poor farmer, the po4K 
craftsman, the hard-handed peasant, and the day-Uboura^ 
whose seven children perhaps subsist on the milk of a coU]^ 
of cows. Wherefore, the objects on whom we bestow theM 
gatherings ought at least to be somotliing poorer, and mors 
worthy of compassion than those from whom the mon^ 
was exacted. So saying, he stepped out. 

Amazmg boy 1 cried Mr. Meekly ; how new, and yat how 
just was that observation ! — I am, cried the earl, as it wet 
in a kind of dehcious dream, and can scarce yet believe mj* 
self so blessed as to be the father of such a child ! 

In the mean lime Harry had called John aside. — Mr. Joboi 
Bays he, hero are five hundred guineas. Be pleased to at^ 
and distribute them by twenty guineas to each of the familiM 
in the village. I would save you the trouble, and give thei 
myself, but that for the present my heart turns with disguit 
from their thanks and their honours. Tell them, that thid il 
a token in memory of my dear brother, to keep them in mind 
of him. Tell them further, that I will have no carousals, u 
rejoicing, on account of my arrival ; and that it would pleu 
me infinitely better, if my return would bring their IttU 
losses to their remembrance, and set them all in teai-s an 
lamentations. 

My lord now proposed a saunter in the park, in order tl 
procure an appetite for dinner. Accordingly the gate wa 
ordered to be unlocked, and they entered on a gravel walk 
that was walled in on the left hand, and paled in on ttv 
right, along the verge of five canals, that fell successively b 
cascades, the one into the other. 
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kAs they talked and walked along, they raet with a six- 

rred gate that directly thwailed their passage ; and my 

1 reached his band through the rails fur the key, that thfl 

r had icik in the lock o» the inside, but be could not 

b at it. We arc all at a iiill stop now, eaid be, unless 

irry could make a shift to climb over the gate ; but no, do 

i, my dear; your foot might happen to slip between the 

,1s, and hurt you. — I will obey your lordship, answered 

Harry ; I will not venture a toot upon one of them. So a&y- 

ing, he catched at the upmost bar with his left band, and throw- 

ing himself slightly over, opened the gate for his companionn. 

The earl and Mr. Meekly stood mute in utter astonishment. 

At length the earl cried — Child, you must surely be of mora 

^^han mortal mould, or else you have a Similiar spirit that 

^Btuveys you through the air. Harry smiled, but was silent, 

^v On their return, John called his master aside, and told hin 

^*Wf his due distribution of Harry's bounty to the villagers. — 

But, my lord, says he, when I went down I found them all 

very busily employed in preparing bonfires and illuminations 

in honour of my yoiuig lord. This, however, I was obliged 

to countermand by his special order ; and it has greatly 

raoitified all your poor people.^Well, well, said the earl, it 

cannot bo helped for the present; we must not dare to oSend 

our Harry at any rate ; and so those matters of rejoicing 

may rest in reserve till the arrival of my brother. 

Soon afterwards our hero's fosterers came, decked out in 
their best attire ; and Harry ordered a side-table to be 
covered for him and them, but my lord insisted on their din- 
ing all together. 

HaiTy placed liimsell' very lovingly between them at table, 
that he might help tliem, and prevail upon their bashfuinesa 
to eat. 

When the repast was nearly over, nurse inquired after the 
little beggar-boy, whose absence she im^ined had caused 
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wiiBiiT 1' — j: behMCMid 
MruslwgeMUle JSxrrflbimt 
Vcd bid been dwoorcrad, aad Okj i 
MdaCected bf iberdKko. 

Bat, «« Hany, what bm beeofae of nj- arter KeII^4 
vboM anlk 1 VM ndJcd ? sod what kHbeeoneorB^&tt 
bnMlMT Tottunv, wfie wia bat two jesn yovn^er iban i^< 
Mif?— Tbey are botb dead, my preeioiti ; bat God hai be 
pitaaed lo gire me otben in tbcir room. — W^ none, I fi 
w« mnK all die, and, aoue time or otbcr, that w31 be a g 
grief to one oC tia, wincfaerer of iu shall haf^en to ootfivri 
the other. — I am aatiified to die once, said Dime, but nercv 
Let me hear sgwn of your dyii^, my angel : I caat s 
thoogbt, the cried, and bnrst Ibrtb into texn — I coold not 
bear, I conld not bear to die a tbomand deaths in the deaA 
of my Harry! 

But, aaJd Harry, in order to divert her passion, you hava 
not }'et ipquircd aHer the man with the beard. — O the oM 
rogue! exclaime'l nuree, I can't think of bin) ivith patiaioi 
— Ay, but you must know that that Kime old rogue ia m; 
own darling uncle, an own and only dear brother to my own 
dear iather h.i-e. — If that is the case, said nurse, I dont 
wonder he slib ild so greatly yearn after you ; and indeed 3 
woald rather w.nder if all the world did not yearn and I 
after you, my love I 

And now, nurf^?, to nhow you how much you are obliged 
to thiM Kime darliii<; uncle, ho has ordered me to make yon, 
B present of five hundred pounds, in paj-nient, as he saj-s, of 
the grief he has cost you. And tiike no heed for your cbiidk 
ren, I will take that care upon myself; for this same dear 
undo hnit mado mo a gift of the lands, and house, and plato, 
find fiimiluro, that hu has in this town, and bo you see I am 
woU able to provide for you all. 
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ay loril cast an eye of teudcr jealousy upon Harry. 
I perceive, my son, said he, that your uncle ia your only 
tmst, the only dependence that you chooae to have upon 
earth. — Harry, with a glance of hia eye, histantly caught the 
meaning of the eye of his father, and throwing himself at his 
feet — pardon, my lord, ho cried ; pray, pardon the over- 
flowings of a grateful and simple heart 1 My uncle is my 
property; but I am yonra, my father, to he disposed of in 
life and in death, at your pleasure. I do trust, I do depend 
upon you, my father ; and you have already overpowered 
me with the weight of your affections. 

My lord's eyes then glistened, and raising his son, and 
taking him fondly to hia bosom — I believe I have been wrong, 
' love, said he, and hereafter I shall always think eo, 
Mh«r than think any thing amias in my Harry. But tell 
!, my dear, and tell me sincerely ; you speak of your uncle 
e of the richest and greatest men upon earth — as a prinoe 
au emperor — enabled to give away fortunes and 

And he is, my lord, cried Harry — he ia greater than any 
prince or emperor upon earth. To speak only of his tem- 
poral wealth or power — the most inconsiderable part of bis 
■.vslne — he can do, as I may say, what he pleases in England. 
|B1m ministry are at his beck — they profess themselves Iit§ 
Hirvuits ; and even his majesty acknowledges himself deeply 
B^ debtor, and owes him, I daresay, half a millioo. 
^^ And yet this is the man, excldmcd the earl (turning an 
^H'e of penitence on Mr, Meekly) — this is the man, as I told 
■^n, my friend, on whom I looked down with such provok- 
Big contempt — whom I treated with such unpardonable inso- 
Htooe and ignominy ! 

^m My lord then inquired concerning the personal adventures 
■ff our hero in London, the account of which would have 
Bpaenmore entertaining, had not Harry suppressed through- i 
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oat bis narratioii whatever he apprehended might tend to 
hb own honour. 

As soon as the fosterers had tukeo their leave, raj lord 
proposed to hid remaining gaeats & walk in ibe gardens, and 
after a few turns they sat down in a rural arbour, that WM 
interwoven all about with jessamine and honeysnckle. 

Mr. Meekly, said the earl, I liave often longed to hear tho 
particulars of your life ; and how you come to live by &iUi, 
Mai not by sight, and to buld your conversation in heaven; 
u you do at this day. 

I can soon obey your lordship, answered Meekly ; for aq 
story is very short and very simple, and no way adorned 
with nncommon incidents. 

My mother died a few hours after I was bom. My &ther 
-did not survive her two years ; and I fell to the care of m]r 
only kinsman — an uncle by my father's side. 

My uncle was an old bachelor, and though he was of a 
cold temper and had uo tenderness for any one, he vet 
spared no cost in my education, lie sent me to Eton school, 
and from thence to Cambridge, where I remained till I took 
my degrees. I then went to London, bought a sword and. 
Bword-knot, and commenced fine gentleman. 

Though my head had been duly stored by my tutors in 
the rudiments of our religion, my heart had not yet felt any 
frf its precepts, and I conceived that to go regularly to 
ehnrch, receive the sacrament, confeas niyaelf a miserable 
rinner, and avoid gross vices, was the sum of Christianity. 
I therefore entered without scruple into all the fashionable 
pleasures and vanities of the age ; and I held that to pardon 
an affront would have been one of the deadly sins in a gen- 
tleman Christian, 

day, at St. James's coffee-house, Colonel Standard 
and another gentleman engaged at backgajunioa for five 
liundred guineas ; and as the stake was so con^tidcrable, and 
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both parliea celebrated for their skill in the game, 
crowded about them to see 

I happened to be next behind the colonel's chair, 
othcra pressed behind me, eagerly bending and looking o 
my shoulders. At length he began to fret as the game was 
drawing to a close, and going against him. Pray, gentle- 
men, he would cry, don't bear upon me so ; for heaven's 
sake keep off — you will make me lose the game 1 Hereupon, 
I did my utmost to bear back from him, but the company 
pressed me forward in spite of all I could do ; till tlie colonel, 
giving an unhappily decime cast, turned about in fury, and 
■pat directly m my face. 

Indignation gave me sudden and unusual strength, and 
casting all off who had borne upon me, I instantly drew my 
Bword, and ran the colonel through the body. The company 
cried out that all waa fair, and opening a window for me, 
they urged me to escape. Accordingly I got off, rode post 
to Dover, and there embarked for France. 

The colonel, God be praised t did not die of his wonnd. 
He lay under the hands of the surgeons for above seven 
months, then recovered, and went to join his regiment in 
Flanders. 

Of this my nncle sent me. advice, telling me at the same 
time that I might return with safety. Yes, thought I, with 
safety to my life, but with death to my honour 1 I have 
taken revenge, indeed, but not satis&ction ; the colonel must 
be compelled to make me personal reparation for the affront 
which ho dared put upon me. His recovery has again 
dashed the spittle into my face; and I will pursue him 
through the world till it ia wiped from the observation and 
reraerabi-aiice of all men. 

With this deadly determination I went post from Paris to 
Flanders, and traced the colonel from place to place, till I 
found hiin in a village on the road to Amsterdam. 
41* 
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t jpM ifit pahCdf u Sl Jai 
— no, BTV «id be, 1 m aaanx jA r 
«<lh« OMM wliU 70« e*K Be to besr yoa ilv: 
b«l, ^wf^ wktt aHf joor eoanMadi fa* viA mc 
Mat? — I Mi flO«M I* daaa»d arriilyalyw 
voaad vUdi 70a gar* aij itoaam, and « 
nmt rcottiB Ibr «ver ukcsrable. — ^Ah! be cried, n 
cxMied K» aerere a ■Hirihrtion aa jon have a 
wket, dMn, iBMj be ihe uaUov of the Antbier t 
foa are pleved to require ? — ^Either to atk my pardon, o 
fig^ ne witlUa tbia boor. 

That is very hard apon me, indeed, replied the colonel] 
the boDOur of ray eonuniuioo nil] not allow me to beg; 
pardno of aay man, at W^t in order to avoid a combat ; 
Mr, if yon insist upon it, I must obey yoor sninmons, thon^ 
very relucUatly, I confess. — Then, sir, said I, meet me in 
half an boar, with your pistols and sword, behind yondav 
Uttle hUl. 

The colonel was punctual to the 3pi>otnUneni, Wtf 
both grasped a pistol at the distance of twenty paces, 
advancing step by stop, cried — Fire ! Fire ! Each seei 
determined to make sure of his a-Jversary, till, comii 
withta arm's length, I fired directly in his face, bnt the bi 
pawed through his hat, and only griized the skin of his Ii 
temple. 

The colonel then took bis pistol into his left hand, an^ 
roBohing out his right to me, with a smile of great complM 
oenoR — I think, sir, said he, I may now ask your pai'don) 
■with honour ; and to convince you that I did not come ttfl 
) you in malice, be pleased to esaniine my arma, you 
will not find so much as a grain of powder in the one or thai 
other. 




, colonell I llien exclaimed, I auknowledgo you my 
ISqncror both in lionour anJ humanity. Had I been 80 
unhappy aa to kill you, and find your arms unloaded, I 
should ceitainly have done you justice by shooting myself 
through the head. But why did I pursue you from king- 
dom to kingdom ? why was I unappeaaed by all the blood 
that I Bhed ? Was it from any malignity of heart towards 
yon ? by ng means. But while I lamented the misery I had 
already occaaioned you, I was impelled to finish your dcstmc- 
tion by a barbarian world, or rather, by the bloody pre- 
soribers of custom, whose censure I dreaded worse than 
death, or even futurity. Courage, colonel, incites soldiers to 
fight for their country ; but it is cowardice alone that drives 
duellists together. 

For three affectionate days I remained with my late enemy, 
but now wai'm fi'iend. He then was obliged to return to 
qoEU-tera ; and we parted with a regret much exceeding the 
hostility with which we had met. 

On the departure of the colonel I went to Amsterdam, 
from whence I drew upon my uncle to the amount of £700. 
For I resolved, before my return, to take a tour through 
the seven provinces, though I had gone for a very different 
purpose. 

During nine montiw I resided, or journeyed from place 
to place, among that people. Holland is, unquestionably, 
the wealthiest, the busiest, and moat populous state upon 
earth. Not a hand ia unemployed, not a foot of ground un- 
occupied ; and, for a long time, I ascribed their extraordinary 
prosperity to an induitry and ingenuity peculiar to them 
alone. But, on farther observation, I discovered the true 
source aa well of their industry as their opulence, and am 
persuaded that any nation bordering on the ocean might 
derive the like prosperity from the same spring. 

Not, ray lord, that I think opulence a real benefit to i 
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people, for "man's life consistetb not in the abundance of hla 
possessions," But I look upon industiy, the natural parent 
of opulence, to be aa well a blessing as a duty to man, from 
the 'time that he was appointed to " earn his bread by the 
sweat of his brow," Many mental virtues, also, as well aa 
temporal benefits, follow in the train of industry; it makei 
men healthful, brave, honest, social, and pacific. He wba 
laboui-8 hard to acquire a property, will struggle hard to pre- 
serve it, and exercise will make him active, robust, and abla 
for the purpose. As the man of industry hath, in himself, a 
living fund of competence for his own occasions, he will be 
the less tempted to plunder or prey upon others ; and the 
poignant sense and apprehension of being deprived of a pro- 
perty so justly acquired, will give him the nicer and stronger ' 
sense of such an injury to others. Industry further incites 
to commerce and good neighbourhood, in order to disposa 
of mutual redundancies for the supply of mutual wants. 
And, lastly, it delighteth in peace, that its time and its 
labours may not be interrupted, nor the fruits thereof en- 
dangered, by rapine and invasion ; and all this may be said 
of nations as well as of men. 

Your observations, said the earl, are perfectly just ; the 
works of industry are, unquestionably, the works of peace, 
and tend to open the avenues wherein the virtues may walk. 
But how to incite men or nations to industry, that is the ques- 
tion. The finer arts, we see, may be encouraged and pro- 
moted by national bounties, as now in Franco ; but there i» 
no inciting the bulk of the people to industry in like man- 
ner; that would be, as though the public should grant »< 
bounty to itself. Nations certainly difier from nations aa 
man differs from man ; some are by nature industrious and 
ingenious, such as China and Holland — it is their propensity, 
their talent; while others, like Ireland, are naturally lazy 
and listless, and therefore remain \o well-merited indigenw, 
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Sou liave greatly mUtaken this point indeed, my lord. 
nana, and Holland are indastrioua and iogcnious, liccause, 
whether it were through good hap or good policy, they hit 
apon tlie only method whereby industry and ingenuity could 
be duly promoted, Whereaa Great Britain and Ireland are 
totally ignorant of the said method to this day, though both 
of them highly capable of having it put in execution. 

Yon surprise me, Mr. Meekly, said the earlj a method to 
make men ingenious — a method to make them industrioiifll 
how eau that be ? 

Experience has proved it to be even so, ray lord; for 
where a method may be found for encouraging and promot- 
ing ingenuity and industry, that method will, inlallibly, 
make people become both ingenious and industrious. No 
man will work, my lord, without some hire, or wages, or 
return for his labour ; neither will any who are in want 
refuse to work, when assured of a due reward for so doing. 
■ When the good householder walked out to the market- 
place, and found labourers loitering there when it was now 
toward evening, he asked them, " Why stand ye here all the 
day idle ?" And when they answered, " Because no man 
hath hired or given ns employment," he took this for a suf- 
ficient apology ; he had compassion upon them, and he sup- 
plied them with the divinest of all kinds of charity, the means 
of earning their own bread. 

Now, throughout China and Holland, no person is in want, 
because all are hired, all employed, t!ie young and the old, 
the lame and the blind ; and all find a ready sale, without 
an."iiety or loss of time, without travel or delay, for products 
of their industry. Throughout Great Britain, on the con- 
trary, nineteen in twenty are in real want ; and in Ireland, as 
I am told, forty-nine in fifty are nearly in a state of beggary, 
merely for want of being employed — for want of encourage 
ment to labour. 
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7BX rooc or qcautt. 

Pcrwt me^ tben, to expbra to tow lordsiiip, haw m 
nes lad MBM wnkMU ome to be eneoon^cd ta indnstiy. «nd 
mhen to be £aeoanged or in & naaner prolubited &om it. 

mflereat nen are esdoTeil wTth £ffereiit talents and 
povan, inooiEdent in manj ic^tecte, tboog^ soperiliioas m 
etbers, to their own oecsnoos. Different eomitries an ilM 
eodoved with different prodnctiom, soperfioona ia 01007- f^"* ^ 
pecta to the nstiTes, though neceexuy or dearable f 
veB-lmiig (^ fbrngners. 

Now, them alternate qnalitiesof deficience ai>d a 
at once invite and impel all men, and all countries, I1 
and to impart that reciprocal assstance which is denomi- 
nated commerce. Each gives what he can spare, each 
receives what he irants; the eichange ia to the mutnal 
advantage of all ii;irties. And, conid a method be foond out 
for encouragin'^ manufacturers to persevere in their indnstry, 
and improve in their arts, by a ready conveyance and sale of 
aD their redundancies, neither want nor saperfinity could find 
place upon earth. 

AH this is quite clear and self-evident, Mr. Meekly; but 
how to procure this ready sale is the question. 

Tour lordship must allow that the way to procure it would 
bo to bring barterers and commuterB, buyers and sellers, all 
■who mutually want and mutually abound, together. For 
this is the end and purpose of every market upon earth. 

Now, in Great Britain and Ireland, and in all continents 
or inland countries, the several deserts, mountains, marshes, 
and other obstacles, with the difficulty, danger, and toil of 
tiavel, and the great expense of land carriage, have utterly 
precluded all coramerce and communication to any considera- 
ble extent. Insomuch that it would be easier and cheaper to 
convey a commodity of any burden to either of the Indies, 
than from ncany parts of Great Britain and Ireland to otfaera, 
bjrlnni. 
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While Ood uppears to separate the several nations of the 
earth from each other, by the intervention of se^, lakes, 
and rivers, he bath actually and intimately united them 
thereby. 

"Water servea to the art and navigation of man, aa air 
eervea to the win^a of the feathered speciea. It ia the easy 
and speedy medium, the ready eonduit and conveyance, 
whereby all redundancies are carried, and all wants supplied. 
It makes man, as it were a denizen of every country on the 
globe. It sho t y d tan and ties the remotest 

regions togeth It and mmunicates the know- 

ledge, the virt m t t and arts of each climate to 

all. It gives p a d n t -es to industry, action, 

and invention. It g ag al mportance to the meanest 
manuiactnrer. It gives to each man an interest in whatever 
is done upon earth, the productions of every region, and the 
tribute of every nation. 

Now, China and Holland are the only countries upon earth 
who have considerably availed themselves of this capital 
benefit of water cari'iage, or water commerce ; and therefore 
they are, incomparably, the most populous and most prosper- 
ous of all countries in the world. 

China, aa your lordship knows, extends from under the 
Tropic of Cancer to about thirteen hundred miles north, and 
thereby contains within itself all the variety of climate, and 
degrees of heat and cold, that are requisite for the smadry 
productions upon earth. Inspii'ed by some forecnst or saga- 
city, not imparted to the rest of mankind, they cut and quar- 
tered this vast continent by as many navigable canals as 
answer to the ducts and veins in the human body for the dis- 
pensation of life and nourishment. Tliese canals serve as 
links or chords to the grand community of the Chinese ; they 
hind region to region, house to house, and man to man, and 
hold the whole as one system or family together. This great 
f 
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Afi arc eiDplojed, aetire, 
■idtinnng. Their onab 
are difaariy to the re« of the globe. Tbey are Uwrab^ 
beeofoe aa a wocid wHUb ihems^ea, nffieieiit lo their owai 
hqipineaa and ocauaooa. Tbejr nerer chaa^ tliar mannem 
«r poGejr. Tbej never eDterprise war against others. .&nd 
Okitu k afirmed at tliu dxy to oontatn oae himdred and 
twenty miHioDS of profpering hiliabitanu. 

The Datch also, abont a baDdred and forty yeara ago, 
foUoired tbe example of the Chinese. Their coantry is now 
become aa one great and extended metropolis to the nni- 
terM ; and tbroagh their canals, as throogh pared and apa- 
doos high-waya, the world resorts with all its wealth. So 
encouraged and so incited, neither the lame, nor the blind 
nor the maimed, sit unemployed. Every ciiild is tangbt its 
tmde from the moment it can apply its little bands to a 
rcgolar motion, and they bring to the parents vast sums, in 
lieu of an inSnite variety of toys and trifles that are dispersed 
among the idle of the other children of men. For, barterera 
and commuters, buyers and sellers, manufacturers and mer- 

Uts, like Pyramus and Thisbe, want nothmg but the 
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removat of envious obstacles to meet and to multiply a eimi- 
lar progeny. 

From what has been premised, my lord, it ia most evident 
that industry is the parent of the wealth of this world. 
That no man's industry is sufficient to bis own occasions. 
That the mutual assistance denoniinated commerce is, there- 
fore, necessary to the weli-being of all people. That tlio 
reciprocal advantage of this commerce consists in supplying 
mutual wants with mutual redundancies. That tliia com- 
merce, liowever, cannot be carried on without a medium for 
the conveyance of such supplies. That such a medium by 
land, even where it is practicable, is tedious, toilsome, 
expensive, extremely discouraging, and caunot be pushed to 
any considerable extent or effect. That God, however, bath 
opened for the purpose an easy, speedy, and universal 
medium of seas, lakes, and rivers, part of which he batb left 
unnavigable, that man might finish by art what nature had 
prepared, and contribute in some degree to his own advan- 
tages. That, accordingly, China and Hollnnd (and France 
of late) have pursued the path so divinely appointed, and 
that power, wealth, and prosperity have flowed in upon 
them, iu proportion aa thoy have opened the medium of 
water-carriage for their reception. And that causes which 
have produced their concomitant effects, without variation, 
from the earliest ages to the present period, must be pre- 
sumed to produce the like effects through all countries and 
ages to the end of time. 

I protest, Mr. Meekly, exclaimed the earl, you have pushed 
this matter into mathematical demonstration. What a happy 
— what a glorious prospect now opens to my view! How 
easily, how speedily, how profitably, might this method be 
put in execution throughout the earth 1 There ia no dofi- 
riency of rivers or collateral streams for the purpose. The 
sinking into the earth would give vent to new springs, asd 
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extract [Jeuty of irftt«r m all placa for an inland navigatioii ; 
and half the somber of handi that perish through vsr and 
want, tcight be pe&c«liill7 and plentifblly employed in 
■ecoropliahing this weal of mankind. Famine and dcpre- 
datidn woald then txAX. Xation would no longer riee Dp 
against nation, nor man against man. The earlh, by culture, 
would soon become capable of sustaining tenfold the nnmber 
of ha present inbalntants. We should no more be tempted 
to push each other from existence. "We should find onr- 
■elres mntu-illy interested in preserving and multiplying the 
lives of all from whose labours we were to deriTe such advan- 
tages. All would be plenty, all peace and benevolence 
throughout the globe. The number of inhahiuuits, instead 
of bebig n burden, woidd then become the riches of every 
climate. All hands would be set to work, when thus assured 
of a purchaser for every effect of labour, llie buzz of 
wheels, reels, and looms ; the sound of hammers, files, and 
forges; with the shouts of vintage and the songs of harvest, 
would be heard in all lands! I am quite astonished that a 
work, BO fuU of benefit and blessing to the universe of loan, 
is not already commenced, advanced, and completed. 

How cornea this to pass, Mr. Meekly? have you yet men- 
tioned this matter to any of our great ones ? 

I have, my lord, to several. They confessed themselveij 
convinced of the utility of the Bcheme ; and, could each of 
them be assarcd of engrossing to himself the most consider- 
able part of the profits that would thereby accrue to the 
public, the work would instantly be begim, and would 
sliortly be perfected. For, such is the nature of luiregene- 
rate man, that lie grudges to others any portion of those 
goods which he so eagerly craves and giapples after for 
liimself. He would hedge in tlic air, and make a property 
of the light. In proportion as he sees his neighbours in eom- 
porative want, he cxulta in the accumulation of imaginary 
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wealth. But sliaulii he deem tliem, in a. measure, more 
prosperous than himself^ he sighs at liis inmost soul, and 
grows wretched and repining. 

I protest, cried ihe earl, were I young, I would to-morrow 
morning, at my own cost, set about this great work of 
national, or rather of universal, beneficence. But my Uarry 
here has youth enough, with on abundance of beocrolenco 
also for the purpose ; and I recommend it to him as the 
greatest of charities, a cliarity to Great Britain, a charity to 
manlund. — ^What would you think, my lord, said Harry, of 
my expending your whole drawer of gold upon this busi- 
ness ? Great as it is, it would be but a small matter towai'ds 
the value of purchasing peace upon earth, and the sons of 
peace upon earth will be hkelicst to bo the sons of love in 
heaven. So that we cannot lay out our money to better ad- 
vantage in any purchase for the benefit of the brothers of 
our own frailty. 

Alaa, my love 1 rejoined Mr, Meekly, though you were 
master of half the wealth of the people of England, and 
were willing to employ the whole for their emolument in 
tliis way, the people themselves would oppose yon in every 
step yon should take. Some would be too proud to accept 
a benefit from you. Others would tell you that no man 
should dare to violate their property with either spade or 
pickaxe ; and otliers would indict you even for treading on 
their grounds. Nothing less than the act of the whole legis- 
lature, to whom the people have committed their confluent 
powers, can aviul for an undertaking of such national 
,mport. 

Then, my dear Mr. Meekly, be pleased to let me have in 
writing what you have already set forth on this head ; and 
if I live to come to the lower house of parliament, I will 
bend all my powers to this capital charity. And, if no other 
oratory will avail for the purpose, I will bribe the membera^ 
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wHh R huiidi-ed thousand pounds, and comipt tbein, if poe- 
uble, tato one act or patriotism,* But, Mr. Meekly, I inte^ 
nipt you. Pray, proceed in your narrative. 

On my return to Amsterdam, I grew afii-'cted one evening 
in a manner I bad never before experienoed. I did not fed 
myseli' any way sick or in pain, and yet I wished to exchange 
my sensations for any other species of malady. I 
wholly pervaded by a gloomy despondence. I looked 
abroad for comfort, but it was nowhere to be found ; every 
object gave disgust to my discontented imagination. I 
secretly inquired of my soul, if riches, hoDotirs, dignities, if 
the empire of tlie world would restore lier to joy ? but ehc: 
turned Rom them, and said — All these things aro strangers 
and aliens to my peac<j, Alas ! sMd I, tell me then where 
your peace may be found F — I know not, she replied ; batX 
feel that I am w etched 

For three days I o nued u der this oppression of spirit] 
and on the tlu I n ^I an ncreusing horror of deep and 
heavy darkneaa 1 1 upon me All hope died within me, and 
misery seemed to o] en a ^nlf of ever deepening destruction' 
in my soul. I lay all night bathed in drops of unutterabli 
anguish. I wished and struggled to arise and change my situii 
tion ; but I felt that my mind was its own place, and its om 
hell, from whence there was no removal, no possible escape;.. 

* It ia observable tbiLt, nithln ten yeira subsequent to Ibe period of t) 
above promise, tha ialaai nuvigntlon of England commenced. SilH 
which time, tlic river Isis bus been made oavignble from Oxford to Clidb 
lade in Wiltsliira, and to Abington in Berliabire. Tbe riri^r Avon in 
nickalnre, from Stratford lo the Severn. The Avon from Bstb lo Bristok 
Tbe Medway, from Maidstone ia Kent lo Tuabridgo, Tho Lng in Henti 
fordshire, lo the Wey. The Lea, from Ware to the Thames. Tha riva 
Kennat in Berkshire, to the Thames at Beading, containing twenty lodk 
in seventeen miles. Tbe river Arc in Yorkabire, containing siiteeQ IckiIm, 
whose tolls are now valued at about £10,000 yearly. Bcaido the Strou^ 
the Hen, and the Wej, witli many others now in hand. 




[ now roncludcd that, Bomehow", I must have 

l^ond the measure of all sinners, siuce my damnatioa v 
deeper than that of any other. I therefore turned towwds 
God and wished to repent ; but, as I did not feel conviction 
for the sins of which I accused mysdlf, no place for repent- 
anco was found in my soul. 

Tremendous author 1 I cried, I find tliat thou canst sink 
and slay at pleasure ; but canst thou not also raise up and 
make alive ? If all tilings have their existence in thee, O 
Godl is it not near and easy unto thee to impart to us some 
sensation of thine own existence also ? some sensation of 
tbine own peace, the sense that it is thou alone who canst be 
our sustainer ? Save me, Jesus, save me from the hell of 
mine own nature ! Save me, thou Sou of David .' O save 
me from myself ! 

While I thus prayed in an agony, my whole frame was 
suddenly overpowered, and sunk, as I suppose, into a state 
of insensibility, till the following day was far advanced. At 
length I perceived that I still existed. 

I dreamed that I found myself in a deep ajid noisome 
dungeon, without a single ray that might even suffice to 
shew me the horrors of my situation. I attempted to nse 
and grope about, but perceived that I was tied and fastened 
down to earth by a number and variety of bands and fetters. 

At length a sudden light appeared, and diffused itself 
tbrougbout the darkness of my mansion ; when, looking up, 
I observed that the keeper of my prison had entered, the 
doors being yet locked. Hia head, as I thought, was bound 
about with a tiara, from whence the glory arose that shone 
around me. In the coronet, instead of gems, were inserted 
a number of thorns, whose points streamed with incessant 
and insuiferable brightness ; and on the golden circlet was 
engraved in all languages, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews. 




Immediately my shackles loosened and felt away of them- 
' selves, and I wished to cast my whole existence under the 
feet of my Lord, but was so overcome with ecstasy that I 
could not rise ; when, looking upon me with a amiie of inef- 
I &A)le graciousDOSS, he approached and took me by the hand, 
kaad at the contact I sprung up a great height In my bed, and 
I swoke to sensationa of indescribable blessedness. 

Ton are come, then, my Lord, my salvation ! you are 
t oome, my Master I I cried ; and I will cling inseparably to 
kyou. Never, O never more will I suffer you to depart! 
I Ah, I have felt, severely felt, what it is to be without you ! 
f for iu your absence, though but for a moment, lies the 
' essence of lielL and misery ; but in your presence, my be- 
l loved, iu your presence is peace unspeakable, and joy for 
\ evermore ! 

From that day my natnre became, as it were, wholly 
I inverted. All the honours and worldly respects for which I 
formerly risked my life, were now my aversion ; and I turned 
rom carnal indulgence and sensuality with loathing. 

Nothing could now affront, nothing could now offend me. 
As I totally despised myself, so I wished, after the process 
of ray divine Master, to be despised and rejected of men. 
This made all others, the very meanest of human creatures, 
respectable unto me. Eyeu in reprobates methought I dis- 
cerned some unerased traces of the image and superscrip- 
tion of my God, and I bowed down before it. 

If any attempted to injure or defraud me of ray property, 
I yielded it without variance, and thereby I found myself 
cordially enriched, 

I grew weary of my own will and of my own liberty, and 
I earnestly prayed my Lord that he would rid me of them, 
and be instead thereof a controlling principle within me, 
ever influencing and directing me according to his own plea- 
[ flure. — ^Tura me, Jesus, Master t O turn me I I cried, from 
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all the evil propensities of my own evil nature ; though thou 
shouldst turn me, as thou didst Sennacherib, irith thy ruling 
rein on my neck, thy hridle in my mouth, and thy hook in 
my nose 1 Take my heart and affections captive, and into 
thine own divine guidance! Compel me into all the ways 
and all the works of thy commandments, till thy yoke shall 
become easy, and tliy burden light and delightsome ; till I 
shall move, oa down a descent, wherever thy goodness would 
guide me ; till I shall feelingly find and know that all thy 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all thy patlia the paths 
of peace 1 

Thia, my lord, may look soTnewhat like boasting ; but it 
boasletli of nought excepting Christ crucifiad, or rather 
arisen in me, whereby all worldly matters are crucified 
luito me. 

Within about a fortnight after my conversion, I received 
A letter from'a friend in London, informing me that my 
old uncle had secretly married a young creature who waa 
lately delivered of a son ; that lie now openly acknowledged 
her for his wife ; and that this, as he feared, did not bode 
me any good. 

At another time these tidings would have greatly alarmed 
me; but I was now equally resigned and indifferent to all 
events. 

In a few days after, as I was stepping out of my lodgings, 
I was anested, in the name and at the suit of my uncle, 
for £"00, the precise sum for which I had drawn upon him 
about nine months before. Alt the consequences of this 
caption immediately occurred to me, I perceived that my 
uncle intended to deprive mo of my patrimony in favour of 
his new family ; and, as I had no means for opposing his 
machinations save wliat lay iu his own hands, I concluded 
that a jail was to be my portion for life. Wherefors I lifted 
np my heart, and s!ud within myself— To prison and to death 
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give mo cheerfully to foilow thee, thou who in death art 
the life and resurrection I 

My spiiit had no sooner uttered this short ejitculatioii, 
than I felt such a weight of peace descending upon me, that 
my heart leaped within me at the prospect of suffering, and 
I would not have exchanged my prison for a throne. 

While I quietly walked with the oificers towards the, 
place of my durance, thoy came to a great tavern, where 
they entered, and proposed to regale themselvefl at ra; 
expense. 

Meantime a Dutch merchant, of great eminence, happened 
to bo with his lady in the principal room, and, hearing 
bustle in the house, he inquired the cause, tmd sent for ths 
chief bailifil 

Soon after, I was conducted into their presence. They 
both rose as I entered, and the gentleman approaching too¥ 
rae familiarly by the hand, and said in Dutch — Mr. Meekljy 
I hear you are in distress, and that is sufficient to recom 
mend you to my services ; but your appearance exacti 
something more from my inclinations. Pray, let me know. 
wherein and how far it may be requisite for you to cob 
mand me ? 

I muttered somewhat, as I suppose, inarticulately towar( 
an answer; for I protest, my lord, I was so struck, so awcdj 
BO confounded by his presence, that I was lost for the tinu 
to the consideration of my own affairs. Meanwhile he plac< 
me at table, just opposite to the heavenly vision of his bridq 
and then went and resumed his seat beside her ; wliile $ 
gazing in silence and utmost wonder, recollected those linM 
of Milton, where, speaking of Adam and Eve, he calls theia 

" The loveliest psir 



Adum, Ibe goodliest man of men sini 
His mdb; the Mnsl of her lUughtai 
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RThe gontleman perceived my astonishment, and, gracioualy 
Biiling, again asked me what sum iv.ia requiBite to extricate 
me from my present difBoulty? — Ah, sir I said I, it U a sum 
that far exceeds all human hoiinty ; and, indeed, I would not 
accept the ohiigation from any man unless I were assured of 
being shortly in a capacity to reimburse him, of which I see 
no likelihood, I think no possibility. 

Here I told him, in a fow words, how my father had left 
me an infant at the disposal of my uncle, who had now put 
me under arrest for ilTOO, which, some time since, he had 
^^^eely remitted to me, as in my own right. 
^^Kl see, said the gentleman, your uncle is a villain, and 
^^peans, by casting you into prison in a strange and distant 
^^^ce, to deprive you of the power of bringing him to 
account. But he must be detected; it is a justice which 
you owe to the public as well as yourself. And as the 
amount of the pretended debt ia not sufficient for that pur- 
pose, here is an order on the bank In town for double the 
sum. For this you must give me your note of hand. Be 
pleased to reimburse me when it is your convenience. K 
that should never happen, be under no concern ; for I hold 
myself already repaid with usury, in the opportunity of serv- 
ing an injured and a worthy man. 

O sir! I cried; I cannot, indeed I cannot — I will not 
accept it on any account. I am patient, nay, I am pleased 
with the lot that h appointed me. Shall I, in an instant, 
break the yoke, and cast the burden which my gracious 
Master but this instant has laid upon me? No, sir I I sub- 
mit myself to it with thankfulness ; I take this cross to my 
bosom, and press it to my heart, 

O Meekly 1 said he, you are a very misdeeming Christian, 
if you think yourself entitled either to assume or retain yonr 

r crosses at will. There is too much of aelf-righteoi; 
bees in such a zeai. Meekly. Homility would rather bid tha J 
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will of oar Master to be done ; aud be offers yoa enfranohisd 
ment b^ mj hand. Do, my dear sir, cried the angel bedi 

him — do let mo petition, let me persuade you to accept thii 
little instance of our good-will to so good a creature. Thou^ 
my lord here has not been able to prevnil, a lady has siipenot 
clainiK, and I must not be refused. 

Quite sunk, quite overwhelmed, I dropped involuntarily 
my knees before them. Blessed pair I I eiclairaed, blessed 
and beauteous beyond expression ; if angels are like you, 
what happiness must be in heaven ! I could no more, my 
words were choked by my rising emotions. 

My benefactor then rose, and, coming tenderly towards 
me, he took me warmly in his arms. Mr, Meekly, says he, 
do not oppress me, I pray you, by this excess of acknowledge 
ment. I am but a worthless instrament in the hands of yi 
beloved ; for from him, and him alone, is every good g 
and even the will of the giver. — Mr. Meekly ! added thtf 
lady, her eyes glittering through water, we thank you, w* 
cordially thank yon, Mr, Meekly; you have occasioned 
much pleasure this day, I assure you; and the moans of our 
happiness should be delightiiil in our eyes. 

My patron then rung a bell, and ordered his principal 
gentleman into his presence ; when, putting the order inW 
his hand— Here, says he, take this, with the bailiff, directly 
to the bank; there pay him his demand of £100 and fees; 
and bring me a hundred pounds in cash, and the remaindoE 
In bills on London. Then, calling for pen and ink, he drei 
the following short note — " I owe you fourteen hundretl 
potmds ;" to which I signed " Charles Meekly." 

On the return of the messenger, I was put in possesaioi 
of the cash and bills, and a dinner of little elegances wa 
served up. 

After a short repast, the decanters and glasses beJn ) 

placed, and the attendants dismissed, my two patrons gav)0 
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a loose to social joy, and invited me to be a partaker in their 
yity. Never was I, nor ever shall I again, be witness to 
L flights of fancy, snch a sponlnneous flaency of heart- 
inging glee. With what pleasure did eradition cast off 
I formal garb; how delightfully did wisdom assume the 
semblance, and at times the very phrase, of childhood 1 
They laughed, they rallied me, themselves, and the world. 
Their merriment was as the breaking forth and exuberance of 
overflowing innocence and virtue. Conceive to yourself^ my 
lord, a large room surrounded with benches, whereon are 
seated the principal philosophers, literati, lawyers, statesmen, 
chief captains, and chief conquerors in all ages ; then think 
you behold two sportively observant chUdren in the midst, 
looking and laughing at the insignificance of the several 
sages ; taking off and holding up the solemnity and self- 
importance of each profession in caricature, and setting the 
whole world, with all its wisdom, its toils and boasted 
acquirements, its solicitudes, appUcations, imd achievementa, 
at nought. 

The gentleman indeed pretended — and only pretended — 
to defend the sophists, the valiant, and the renowned of his 
sex, but he evidently exulted in his own defeat ; while the 
lady, with a drollery amazingly voluble, ran through the 
schools of philosophy, the systems of human poliey, and 
histories of heroism, nnpluming the crested, bringing the 
lofty low, and depreciating and reducing all magnitude to 
miniature. And all this she did with an archness of such 
pleasant meaning — with such looks, eyes, and attitudes of 
bewitching transition, as would have infused fascination into 
old age and ugliness; what then must it have done when 
accompanied by a beauty that scarce ever was equalled, that 
could not be exceeded? Did the Sarah of the patriarch 
Abraliam resemble her, I wonder not that nations ehould 
have been enamoured of her at the age of fouraoore. 
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At length the enraptured husband, no longer able to 
tcun, bent towards her with looks of soul-darting delight, 
restraining his arms that would have crushed her to 
bosom — my Louisa! he cried, you are too maoh, 
pearly, too precious a treasure for me! But, giving hist: 
sweetly petulant pat on the cheek. — Away you rogael 
cried, I'll none of your moekeriea t 

What can expression add further to this divinely pre- 
nent of human creatures? Whatever was her present glance, 
aspect or posture, you would have wished to fix her in it, that 
you might gaze and admire for ever ; but when she varied 
the enchantment of her action and attitude, you forgot the 
former attractions, and she became, as it were, a newnesB of 
ever-rising delight ! 

Alas, how transient, how momentary, was the bllsa I then 
enjoyed 1 A chariot and six pied horses drove up to the 
door, attended by a retinue of ten or twelve men, all armeii, 
gallantly mounted, and in rich apparel. 

My dear Meekly, mournfully said my benefactor, I am 
Borry that we are destined to different departments. I lodgB 
to-night at a villa belonging to one of my correspondents, 
and to-morrow we set ont to visit some of the German 
courts. Fare, fare-you-weil, Meekly, for a short scnsoa at 

I would have cast myself at his feet. It was an emotion, 
a propensity, which I could not resist ; but he prevented me, 
by kissing and casting his arms affectionately about me. The 
lady then turned to me, and with a smile of heart-eaptivating 
graciousnesB — God be with you ! God be with you, my good 
Mr. Meekly 1 she cried; perhaps we may meet ere long in 
your own England. I answered not ; but, bending on one 
knee, I caught her hand, pressed it fervently to ray lips, and 
permittted her to depart. 

Alas, they did depaitl I saw them for the last time. 



TEE FOOL OF QDALTTT. 

THiey mounted their carriage, and, Iteing seated, they bent 
forward, and bowing to me with a fixed regard, off they 
drove, and tore away with them, aa I thonght, the best part 
of ray soul. 

I followed them with sti-aining eyes. When out of sight 
diothought I held them still in view, and I blessed and kissed, 
ID imagination, the very ground over which they went. At 
length I awoke from my delirium, and with slow and heai-y 
■tepfl turned back into the house. 

I had not yet, through shame, so much as inquired the 
□ame of my benefactor. I therefore called to my host, in 
order to infoim myself of all that I conJd learn concerning 
him ; as also to make out a bill — for it had not been called 
for — and I pleased myself with the thought of discharging 
a reckoning that my friends bad forgotten. When I ques- 
tioned my host on this head, he put his hands to his sides, 
and broke into a violent fit of laughter — No, no 1 master, 
said he, there's nothing for any one to pay in this hoase, I 
asSure you. Mynheer never troubles himself about those 
matters ; his major-domo pays all ; ay, and for many a guest 
too that happens to be in tho same inn with his master. 

Why, pray, said I, is lie a lord ?— A lord ? quotha ; not bo 
little as that comes to neither. No, sir ; he is a prince — the 
very prince of our merchants; and our merchants are 
princes above all lords. — And, pray, how do they style or 
call him ?^ — He has many names and titles. Wlien our tra- 
ders speak of him, they call him Mynheer Van Glunthnog ; 
but others style liim my lord of merchants, and others my 
lord the brother-man, and my lord the friend of the poor. 

The remainder of my story is very short, and still more 
insignificant. I soon sot out for England, in order to file a 
bill against my uncle, and compel him to discover what 
patrimony my fathei' had left me. But God was pleased, in 
the mean space, to cut off all debate ; his wife and child had 
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died of an epidemic distemper, and he did not Burvive U 
•above a fortnight. He left me a penitential letter, ^th a 
small will eDcloaed, n-herebj' I became entitled to three: 
hundred a. year in right of my father, and an additional fonr 
hundred in right of my uncle, with a sum of near three 
thousand pounda in ready money. 

If I know my own heart, the only cause of rejoicing that 
I felt on that occasion was, that it put it in my power to 6 
charge my pecuniary obhgations to my late generous prfl. 
server. I immediately wrote, and transmitted bills to Hol- 
land for the purpose ; but the bills wore returned, and I could 
hear no tidings concerning the residence of ray patron, 
then put out his £1400 on the best securities that I coul^ 
procure. It is now close upon fivc-and-tbirty years since J 
saw him; and in that time the principal, with interest n 
intei-est, yearly turned into capital, has amounted to nearlj 
£6000, one penny of which I never touch, but hold the whol^ 
as sacred. 

Meantime, it has cost me hundreds upon hundreds in oo& 
respondencea, advertisements, and even in special m 
to several parts of Europe, to discover where this greatest^' 
this most eminent of men could have concealed himself; but|| 
alasl my seai'ih proved as fruitless ag that of the miser ia 
hunting after tl.e pearl of mighty price. 

During those ftve-and-thirty years, the image of the pei; 
sons of those my two gracious patrons never left my memorj 
— were ever at my heart. Ah ! I would say to myself thaj 
are dead — they are dead ; or rapt, perhaps, like Elijah, aliv^ 
into heaven ; flesh and blood refined as theirs might eadl| 
pass from its little impurities, through the fire of the love of 
God to the place of its bliss. And again, it was my dailj 
and ardent petition that, if their mortal was not swallowed 
up of immortality, I might once set my eyes upon thest 
before I died, 
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Here Mr. Meekly ended. — I thank you, my dear Mend, 
said tbe earl, for your history ; it has entertained me most 
pleasingly, and I have also been highly edified by some pas- 
sages in it. But, with respect to the glimpse that you had 
of your two wonderful friends, I think it must have been a 
viaion, or merely a matter of imagination ; for I never saw 
in nature, nor read la fietion, of any thing comparable to the 
excellencea that you have described in that exalted pair. — If 
it was a vi^on, my lord, it must have been one of blessed 
angels indeed ; but I hope you wil! allow that the benefits 
vliicli they conferred were no way visionary, — O Mr. 
Meekly ! said Harry, with a «gli, the pictuvo that you have 
drawn of this dear liidy has almost given me a distaste to all 
tho rest of her sex. Ah ! might I meet hereafter some 
daughter — some descendant — some distant likeness of her-— 
how happy should I think myself! — May heaven succeed 
your ominous wish, ray dearest child 1 cried Meekly. It is 
just, perhaps prophetic, that it should be so. For never did 
I see BO perfect a resemblance between any two creatures, as 
between the consort of that bewitching woman and yourself • 
— it struck me the other night tho moment you entered the' 
room ; and I thought that I beheld my very benefactor 
newly arisen, like a young phosnis, from the ashes of old 
age. 

Near a fortnight now elapsed without any news or notice 
from Mr. Clinton, or frooL the messenger who was sent des- 
patch for iiim. Harry daily advanced in the favour and 
familiarity of his father; and Mr. Meekly continued with 
them in a most pleasing society. 

On a fine morning, as they were walking together towards 
the village — This is the first time, my Harry, said the earl 
with a sigh, that I have ventured to turn my face this way 
since the death of my wife, and the interment of your dear 
brother. — my lord 1 cried Harry, I would gladly e 




THE FOOL or QrALTTT. 



F 

^^^Pmy Ivt m life with the meatiest of jronder cottageiB, who 

^^^mttna his daHy bread hj the labotir of hU hniids, proiided I 

^^B Biigfat thereby restore them both to ^onr bosom. — Not so^ 

^^K aot BO, my son ! fervently replied the carl ; I would doI lose 

^^r my Harry, thongb I were thereby to resuscitate all that ara . 

dead in Engluid. I liave no cause^ no manner of right to 

complain; I am still happy — wonderfully liappy — too faaj^y 

in the possession of such a child I 

Just then a great elionting and uproar was heard in the 
Tillage. The huge m&stifi* belonging to Peregrine Pelt, the 
tanner, had mn mad, and came foaming up the road, pursued . 
by thirty of the townsmen, armed with staves, spits, and 
pitchforks. The dog rnsbed on at sucli a ratu that there . 
was no possibility for our company to escape him ; and Harry, 

» observing that he made directly towards his iather, threw 
himself full in his way. Instantly the envenomed monster 
Sprang up and cast himself open mouth upon our hero ; bat 
Harry, with a wonderful presence of mind, having wrapped 
bis left arm in the skirt of his coat, dashed it into the froth- 
ing jaws of the terrible animal ; when, giving a trip at the 
b same time to Ids hinder legs, he threw him flat on the ground, 
and springing up into the air, ho descended npon him with all 
the force of his heels, and dashed his bowels to pieces; 
whereupon the creature uttered a fiiint howl, sprawled a 
Tvhile, and expired. 
The earl and Mr. Meekly stood yet a while, pale, aston- 

■ ished, and unassured ; and my lord, looking about in a panic, 
cried — Where is the dog ? — what's become of the mad dog t 
ii the mean time the villagera came on in fUll pursuit, crying 
out— The mad dog ! — tlio mad dog ! — take care of the mad 
dog! But when they all arrived, and beheld their huge 
enemy looking formidable even in death, never was amaze- 
ment equal to theirs. They stared at the eail. Meekly, and 
Harry, in turns, and seeing no weapon in any of their hands 
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— God 1 ciied Goodman Demater, God has been wonderfully 
gracious in your deliverance, my lord ; for nothing lesa than 
a thnnderbolt could bo suddenly have stricken this monster 
dead. — I prolcBt, said the eurl, I was so much alarmed that I 
know not how it happened; I remember nothing further 
than that my dear child here thrust himself between his 
father and danger. — But I beheld, said Meekly, when with 
one stroke of hia arm he dashed the creature to the ground, 
and then instantly crushed him to death with his feet. — Not 
I, Mr. Meekly, modestly replied Harry ; God gave mo 
strength for tlie season in defence of my &ther, — But are 
yon not bit— are you not hurt, my child ? cried the earl, 
coming up tremblmgly to his son.— Not touched indeed, 
my lord, — Glory for that in the highest! exultingly cried 
the earl. 

I know, exclaimed Tom Truck, with a shout and look of 
triumph, I knew it could be no oth9r but my brave and 
noble young master who did the feat. — On my lite, cried 
Farmer Felster, he is able with his naked arm, like another 
young David, to save his lambs from the jaws of the lion 
and the paws of the bear. 

Though these praises served only to put our hero to con- 
fusion, they went tricklmg, like balm of Gilead, to the heart 
of his father. ^Pelt, said the earl, let it be your task to 
flay and tan me the bide of your oivn dog. I will have 
bis skin stuffed with incense, and hia nails of solid gold ; 
and he shaU hang up in njy hall from generation to gen- 
eration, to commemorate the piety and prowess of my 
son 1 Mean while, my good friends, I invite you all, with 
your families, kinsfolk, and neighbours, to come and feast 
with me this day. Sorrow hath endured her night ; but 
joy cometh with my child, and ariaeth on us as a new 
morning 1 
In the afternoon all the townsfolk and neighbours, with 
12* 
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their wives and children, convened to ihe great honse, bav^ 
ing their cattle and themaelvea heavy laden with fiigota for 
magnificent illaniination. The whole court was spread with 
taltles, and the tables with victaals and liquors ; besides 
hogsheads of October that stood apart. 

The earl, in the joy of his own escape, aud tlie recent 
prowess of his young hero, went forth with a cheerfol 
countenance, and graciously welcomed all his guests ; whereat 
they wished health and long life to his lordship and th^ 
young lord, and giving a joint huzza, sat down to their bai^ 
quet. From whence, after a night for spent In carousal, thdv 
great fire being out, and their great hogsheads eshaoatedj, 
they peacefully helped each other to their respective homea; 
regretting, however, that they had not been honoured witbl 
the presence of their young master among them ; for Harry 
had besought his father to dispense with him yet a whi^ 
from partaking in any part or scene of festivity, especially 
when appointed in his own honour ; and Mr. Meekly highly 
approved and applauded his motion. 

On the eve of the following day, Mr. Meekly rode abroad 
on a charitable visit to a dying man in the neighbourhood 
and my lord was fondly toying and patting the check of hii 
darling, as they stood at the hall door, when Harry spied i 
mourning coach turning up the lower end of the great 
avenue, and instantly cried out — There's my uncle I my lordj 
my uncle 1 my dearest uncle! and off he shot like lightningj 
The coach drove but slowly; Harry was up with it in « 
twinkling, and, vaulting in at the window, was in an instant 
in the bosom of his best friend and patron. 

In the mean time the earl had retired into the house 
great agitation. Ho feared and was jealous of the 
in which his brother would meet him ; and this gave hiia| 
equal doubt and hesitation respecting the manner in whicA 
be oagbt to receive his brother, Mr. Clinton, on the othce 
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naiid, was not wholly without aome Bimilar emotions ; bo 
that, when Ilarry introduced hU uncle into the parlour, no 
two noble pcrsonagea coiUd aalute each other with a more 
distant respect. 

The earl, however, on casting a. glance upon the face of hia 
brother, felt a tide of returning affection, and lifting up hia 
hands and eyes, exclaimed — It is he ! it is he ! my Hariy 1 
nay Harry Clinton 1 my dear, my long lost, my long sought 
brother 1 then hastened forward in a gush of pasaiou, and 
caught him iu hia eager arms ; when Mr, Clinton, alternately 
folding the earl to hia bosom, cried — I am content, O my 
God 1 give me now to depart in peace, since at last I find 
and feel that I have indeed a brother! 

Our hero, observing the violence of their emotion, inter- 
posed with a gentle care, and supporting them to seats 
placed them tenderly by each other. 

For a while they both sat silent, with a handkerchief at 
their eyes, till the earl turned, and plaintively said— You 
do not forgive me, Ilarry Clinton 1 you never will, you never 
can forgive me, my brother ! Whereupon Mr. Clinton eaught 
up the earl'a hand to his lips, and, pressing it with a fervent 
respect, cried — ^my brother and my lord I my brother and 
my lord 1 

O then, said the eaii, you do forgive me, I find ; but never 
can I, never will I forgive myself I My faults towards you, 
my noblest brother, for these many long years, have been 
ever before me ; my neglects, my pride and insolenoe, my 
contemptuous treatment of one bo highly my superior — of 
my Harry, the only boast and glory of our house ! 

Mean while our hero stood aloofj with his head averted, 
weeping and sobbing with evident agitation, till Mr, Clinton 
cried — No more, my brother ! no more, I beseech you 1 It 
is already too much ; I cannot bear my present excess of 
grateful affection for you ; it straggles to ruah forth, but 
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I Utterance is not given. Be^de, we shall break the beart of 
I oar dear child there ; his natnre is too tender to support 
■ach a scene as this. 

Harry then smilingly turned his iace towards his parents, 

I aU shining throngh tears, as the sun in a shower ; and ad- 

I Tancing, and kneeling before them as they sat, he took the 

I bands of each alternately, and pressed them in silence to fais 

lips. 

In about nn hour after, while their afTcctious were still at 
tlie highest, but their spirits somewhat composed, Mr, Meekiy 
returned. Tlie earl immediately rose, and, advancing, took 
him by the hand with a cordial flimiliarity.— Mr. Meekly, 
says he, 1 shall now have the pleasure of introducing you to 
that inestimable brother, of whom you have Iieard me speak 
BO often. Brother, this is Mr. Meekly, my best and worthiest ■ 
friend I 

Mr. Clinton rose and advanced ; and Meekly approached • 
with an abased reverence, not venturing to look wp, but ' 
saluted him as he would have s.iluted an angel of light. 

Meekly ! Meekly 1 cried Mr, Clinton ; I have surely beard 
that name before I Pray, Mr, Meekly, were you ever 
abroad? have you travelled, sir? Were you evorinHoU 
land, Mr. Meekly ? 

Here Meekly started, as awaked by the sound of a voice 
whose recollected tunings went thrilling to his heart ; and 
Hfting up bis eyes, and beholding the traces of features onoo 
BO lovely, and ever deeply endeared to his memory, 1 
Btarted, and, staggering back some steps, he sunk down on 
ch^ belUnd him almost in a fainting fit. 

The earl, greatly alarmed, went up, and taking him by the 
I hand — What is the matter, my fi-iend ? says he. Are yoii , 
taken suddenly ill ? are you not well, my Meekly ? 

O, my lord I he pantingly cried, there he Is — as sure bb I . i 
^ live — my patron — my beneliictor — the wondrous man that I i 



told you of; there he staiida in his own precious person before 

Mr. Clintoa then approacheJ, and, taking a seat beside 
him, leaned towards him with a melting complacence. — Mr. 
Meekly, said he, I expected ere this to have embi"aced you 
in heaven ; but I rejoice to meet you even on earth, for I 
have ever retained a very affectionate impression of you ; 
and I more especially rejoice to meet you ia the present 
society. 

But then — ^but then you come alone — you come alone, my 
lord and master 1 Alasl you wipe your eye. 0, then, it 
must be sol and here he broke into a passionate gush of 

My lord and oar hero, hereupon recollecting the engaging 
circumstancea of a character of whose description they had 
been so lately enamoured, could not refuse their tribute to 
the memory of that admirable lady, to whose person they 
now found themselves endearingly attached by affinity. 

At length Mr. Clinton, distressed to the last degree for 
the distress in which he saw the forlorn Meekly, sweetly 
turned from his own affliction to the consoling of that friend 
whom he found so deeply afflicted for him. 

Mr. Meekly, said he, let ua not weep for the dead, bat 
rather for the living; for those who are yet in the vale of 
mortaUty, Sliall we mourn the condition of angels ? shall 
we lftm«nt that a weight of glory is fallen on those whom we 
loved ! No ; let ns rather rejoice in tlie prospect of being 
speedily partakers! 

When supper was over, Harry laid hold of the first inter- 
val of converse to inquire after his friends in town, more 
especially Mr. Clement, his Arabella, and their little Dicky. — 
They are come, said Mr. Clinton, to sudden and great a£3u- 
Old Clement is thoroughly reconciled to his son, and 
ia doatingly fond of Arabella and her child. — I am glad of 
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H widi sQ mj heart, cried Ilany, clapping his hands; bat 
pray, how did the matter come about, sir ? — By an erent, 
my dear, in which this arm of Providence was signally 
visible. Old Clement's supposed wife was detected, and 
is dead, as is also her paramour, the villain who betrayed, 
and lately ^so attempted to murder, your Hammel. His 
history is wonderful ; but it is loog, and too horrid to relate. 

What an astonishiog distaucc there in, eiclaimed the earl, 
between the characters and dispositions of man and man I 
And how does iny brother, my revered Harry Clinton, rise 
BQpreme above all bis species, in every excellence, in every 
TirtTie, scarce less than divine? 

Oh, my lord 1 1 am persuaded, said Mr. Clinton, that could 
it please God at this instant to withdraw from me the inflo 
ence of his holy and happy Spirit, I should become altogether 
as evil as the wo'.st, as evil as the vilest. 

I cannot thiuk so, my brother, replied the carl; yon would 
still continue a rational and free creature. There is cer- 
tainly a distinction in the nature of thtngsl Tliere is th« 
beautiful and deformed, the amiable and detestable ; your 
jadgraent would approve the one and reject the other j, 
and your freedom of agency would act conformable to yotiri 
election. 

Ah, my lord 1 cried Mr. Clinton, what things, what beauty, 
what amiableness, what freedom is this that you speak of? 
Have you found out another universe or another deity beside 
Him in whom our life subsists? Are there any things in 
nature save the things of our God? Or what beauty or 
amiableness can they possibly exhibit, save what they derive 
from him ; save some quality or impregnation, some manifesta^ 
tion or impression, of his own beauty or amiableness ? 

To make this matter clear, let us go somewhat deeper ; 
quite back, if yon please, my lord, to the very birth of 
things. 



Throughout nature, we find that God can impart to his 
creatures a being, an identity, a fire of life, an intelligence or 
sagacity, a conseiouHness, a force or action, a will, and a Iree- 
dom, distinct from himself and distinct from each other : and 
this is the utmost extent of creaturely nature, whether 
respecting the powers that are in hell or in heaven ; whether 
respecting the highest seraphim that arc in bliss, or the low- 
est fallen spirits in perdition. 

Now all these powers or high prerogatives, although dis- 
tinct fi'om God, are infinitely fer from being independent of 
him ; for he will not, he cannot, depart from bis supremacy, 
nor that universality of essence, by and in which alone all 
essences subsist. lie can, indeed, impart the fore-mentioned 
powers to any limited degree that he pleases ; but then, in 
their highest degree of fire, Ufe, or sagacity, force, action, or 
freedom, you will perceive, on the slightest reflection, th.il 
there is nothing of the beautiful or amiable that you apoke 
of; but that they are equally applicable, and may be equally 
exercised to evil or good purposes, according to the nature 
or disposition of the agent. 

I have already specified the many great and wonderful 
powers that God can impart to his creatures distinctly, 
though not independently, from himself. But there is one 
power, one quality which God cannot make creaturely ; which 
with all his omnipotence he cannot possibly impart, in any 
kind of distinction or separability, from himself and this 
quality is called Goodness. 

And now, my dear lord, in order to convince you of this 
most capital and most important of all truths, a truth upon 
which time, eternity, and the universe all turn, as on their 
axis, it may be necessary to inquire what Goodness is. 

There b no species of allowed or conceivable virtue that 
is not reducible under the standard of their great leader, and 
nB-generating parent, called Love, Good-will ia the eteiual 
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^H bleaser of all to whom it is benoficent, and also generates its 
^H own blessing in the reiy act of its love. 

^^M Here lies the great and impassable gulf between God and 

^^P his productions, between the creature and the Creator. The 
^^^ will of God is an eternal fire of love towards his creatures, 
^^H and goes forth in blessings upon them as wide and universal 
^^1 as his own existence. But the will of the creature is con- 
^^B fined and limited, like its essence. While it is distinct from, 
^^B or uoiaformed by the will of God, it cannot possibly act 
^H beyond or out of itself; it cannot possibly feet for any thing 
■ 1 except itself; it cannot wish any welfare except its own wel- 
fiire, and this it endeavours to compass by the exertion of all 
its powers. 

From this distinct, selfisb, and craving will of the creature, 
Bprings every possible evil, whether natural or moral. From 
the preference of its own identity to that of others, arisetli 
pride ; from the eageniess of its grasping at all advantages 
to itaelfj ariseth the envy of any imaginary advantage to 
another. Pride, covetousness, and envy, beget hatred, wratfa; 
and contention, with every species and degree of malevolence 
and malignity ; and the disappointment of theso passions 
produce rancoiirs and misery ; and all together they con- 
stitute the whole nature and kingdom of hell itself in the 

But when God is pleased to inform the will of the creaturo 
with any measure of hia own benign and benevolent will, ho 
steals it sweetly forth in affection to others ; he speaks peace 
to the storm of rending passions ; and a new and delight- 
ful dawning arises on the spirit. And thus, on the grand 
and final coosuromation, when every will shall be subdued to 
the will of good to all, our Jesus will take in hand the resigned 
rirdage of our hearts ; he will tune them, with so many 
instruments, to the song of hia own sentiments, and will 
I toacb tbem with the finger of bis own divine feelings. Then 
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eholl the wiBclom, the might, and the goodness of our God, 
become the wisdom, might, and goodness of all his intelli- 
gent creatures; the happiness of each shall multiply and 
overflow in the wishes and participation of the happint'ss of 
all ; the nnivei-sc shall begin to sound with the song of con- 
gratulation; and all voioes shall break forth in an eternal 
hallelnjnh of praise, transoeuditig praise and glory, transcend- 
ing glory to God and the Lamb. 

Purblind reason here will say, even the goodness of God 
himself iu the human heart will say — If our God ia all love, 
if be is a will to all rectitude and happiness iu his creatures, 
why did he sufler any evil to begin in nature and creature ? 
Could evil have arisen contrary to tlie will of Omnipotence, 
if Omnipotence had willed that it should not arise ? 

Ah, my friends 1 no evil ever did, nor ever can approach 
the will of God ; neither can he will or eifcct any species of 
evil in nature or creature ; but he can allow a temporary 
evil in the creature, as a travail toward its birth into the 
more eminent degree of that goodness and happiness which 
God effects, God cannot effect or take delight in the suffer- 
ings of the most abandoned reprobate that ever blasphemed 
his name ; but he can will that the sinner should be 
reclaimed to happiness, even by suffering, when there are 
no other means in nature whereby he may be reclaimed. 

Could creatures, without the experience of any lapse or 
evil, have been made duly sensible of the darkness and 
dependence of their creaturely nature, and of the distance 
and distinction between themselves and their God ; could 
they have known the nature and extent of his attributes, 
with infinity of his love ; could they have kno\m the dread- 
ful consequences of falling off from him, without seeing any 
example, or experiencing any consequencea of such a fall ; 
could they have otherwise felt and found that every act of 
crcaturely will, and every attempt at creaturely power, i 
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a forsaking of that eternal wisdom and strength in whiolf 
they stood; conld all iatelligeDt creatures have been c 
tinned in that lowliness, that resignntion, that gratltnde 
bui-nii)g affection which tlie slain will of the mortified sini 
feels when called up into the grace and enjoymeut of bis 
God ; could those endearing relations have subsisted in crea- 
tion, vhich have since newly risen between God and hii 
lapsed creatures wholly subsequent thereto — those relatione, 
1 say, of redemption, of regeneration, of a power of conver- 
sion, that extracts good out of evil, of a love that no apostaay- 
oan queuch, that no ofiences can conquer — if these eternal. 
benefits could have been introduced, without their ground 
or foundation in the admission of evil, no lapse or falling o7 
would ever have been. 

Here Mr. Clinton paused, and his auditors continued ui ft 
kind of respectful musing, as attentive to what he might 
further off'er. At length the earl exclaimed — Never, nevet 
more, my brother, will I debate or question with you, further 
than asking your advice or opinion, to which I shall instantly 
and implicitly aabmit, as I would to that of the highest 
seraph m heaven. Our dear Meekly here, and I, had somA 
former converse on a few of these deep snbjects, and 
I received much satisfaction and instruction from him 
but he was not quite so explicit and convincing as you haw 
been. 

Ah, my lord ! cried Meekly, were I as intimate with th« 
fountain of all knowledge as yonr precious brother is, yoS 
would not then have opposed me in the conversation w« 
last held on those heads. 

On tlie folloiving day, at breakfiist, Mr. Meekly took out 
his pocket-book, and produced bank and stock-bills to the 
amount of something upward of five thousand pounds. Ho 
then presented them to Mr. Clinton, and said — Here, rirj 
h a little matter towards repayment of the loan I had from 
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you in Holland. I bloss— I bless my God that ho has 
enabled me thus fkr to approve myself an honest mmi ; but, 
above all, I bless him for giving me once more a sight of the 
gracious countenance of my patron. 

But for you I had miserably perished in a dungeon ; to 
yon, sir, I owe my liberty, to you I owe my life, to you I 
owe the recovery of the inheritance of my fathers. With 
respect to such obligations, I am indeed a beggared insol- 
vent. But my heart is pleased with the thought, that the 
connection between us, of creditor on your part and debtor 
on mine, should remain on record to all eternity. 

Here the worthy Meekly became oppressed under seusar 
tions of grateful recollection; and, putting his handkerchief 
to his eyes he sobbed out bis passion. 

In the meantime, Mr. Clinton held tbe bills in his hand, 
and, carelessly casting his eye over them, perceived the 
amount. As soon as he saw that his friend's emotion had 
partly subsided, Ton have, Mr. Meekly, says be — you have 
been quite a gospel steward, and have returned me my 
own with most unlooked-for usury ; and I heartily pray God, 
in recompense of your integrity, to give you the principality 
of many cities in the coming kingdom of his Son. But what 
shall I do with this money, my dear Meekly ? My wealth 
already overflows ; it is my only trouble, my only encum- 
brance. It claims my attention, indeed, as it is a trust for 
which I know I am strictly accountable ; but I heartily 
wish that Providence would reclaim the whole to himself, 
and leave me as one of his mendicants, who daily wait on tbe 
hand that supplieth all who sfiek his kingdom, with neces- 
sary things ; for my Harry has enough, and more than 
enough now, in the abundance of his noble father. Ton 
must therefore keep these bills to yourself) my worthy 
friend ; ret^, or give, or dispose of them, even aa it shall 
please you ; whether as your property or as my property, it 
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^^H matters not sixpence ; bat take them back, jou most take 
^^H them back indeed, my Meekly. And go saying, be shoved 

^^H them over from hun, on the table. 

^^H Ah, my most honoured sir I exclaimed the repining 
^^H Meekly; surely you would not Eerve me so. My soul is 
^^H 'but just eased of a load that lay heavy on it fur many, many 
^^H years. Be not then so severe as to replace the burden upon 
^^H me. It would break my very heart should you persist in 
^^B refusing this little instance of acknowledgment from one of 
^^H yonr warmest lovers. 

^^^ Here Harry found himself affected and diatrossed for tha 
parties ; and, in order to relieve them, took the decision of 
the matter npon himself. 

Gentlemen, says he, I will, with your good pleasnre, put 
a very quick end to this dispute ; and I oSer myself to you, 
as your joint trustee, to be your almoner and disposer of 
tliese bills. 

As 1 was lately on my rambles through some villages near 
London, the jingle of a nnmber of infant-voiues struck my 
ear ; and turning, and looking in at the ground floor of a 
long cottage, I perceived about thirty little girls neatly 
dressed in an uniform, and ail very busily and variously 
employed in hackling, carding, knitting, or spinning, or in 
sewing at their sampler, or in learning their letters, and 8o 
forth. 

The adjoining bouse contained about an equal number ol 

boys, most of whom were occupied in learning the mdi- 

ments of the several handicrafts; while the rest were busied 

in cultivating a back-field, intended as a garden for these 

I two young seminaries. 

was so pleased with what I saw, that I gave the mast^n 
And mistresses some small matter ; and I resolved within 
myself, if ever I should be able, to gather together a little 
lAmyj of my own for the like purposes. 
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Now, gentlemen, bere cornea Mr. Meekly'a money, quite 
in season for saving just so much of my own. But hang it, 
since I am grown suddenly rich, I think I ivill bo generous 
for once in my life, and add aa ranch more out of my proper 
stock. I ahall also make bo free aa to draw on my uncle 
there for the like sum ; and these, totted together, will make 
a pretty beginning of my little project. 

As to my poor father here, lie has nothing to spare, for he 
has already lavished all his wealth on bis naughty boy. 

My lord and the company laughed heartily at Harry's 
little pleasantry. But harkee, honest friend, added the carl, 
you must not think to expose me by leaving me out of your 
scheme ; can't you lend me as much, Harry, as ^iU answer 
my quota ? — Yes, my lord, said Ilariy, upon proper securi- 
ties I think I may venture. — You are a rogue, and a darling, 
and my treasure, and my honour, and my ornament, cried 
the earl, turning and bending fondly towards him. Wliile 
Harry's eyes began to swim with pleasui'e, and, casting him- 
self into his father's bosom, he there hid the tears of bia 
swelling delight; ^-hile Mr. Clinton and Sir. Meekly sat 
silently wrapped in the enjoyment of the touching scene. 

After dbner the earl said— Tell me, my ever amiable 
Harry Clinton, where in the world could you hide yourself 
fi-om my inquiries these twenty years past? I have got 
some scattered sketches of your history from Mr. Meekly, 
and my son here, and have been burning to learn the whole, 
but dreaded to ask you that favour, lest the recollection of 
some passages should give you distress. — -I refuse no pain to 
do you a pleasure, my brother. 

Here the Honourable Mr. Clinton hegan his story as for- 
merly recited, and that night sent his auditors weeping to bed. 

On the following morning, when be came to that part of 
his narrative where Lady Maitland broke away, he proceeded 
as followeth : — 
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Having travelled through several parts of France and 
Italy, I took Germany in my tonr, I stayed some time M 
Spa, where I drank the waters, and within the year arrived ' 
in perfect health at Rotterdam. 

On a visit to Mr, De Wit, at his villa near the city, lie 
told me, over our hottle, that he had at that time in his 
house and in his guardianship, one of the most extraordi' 
naj-y women in the universe. Though she is now, says he, 
advancing towards the decline of life, she is by far the moat ■ 
finished female I ever beheld, while all she says and all she ' 
does give a grace to her person that is quite indescribable. 
She hath a youth, too, her son, with her, who is nearly as 
great a rarity as herself; and were it not that his com- 
plexion is sallow, and that he is something short of a leg and ^ 
blind of one eye, he would positively be the moat lovely of 
all the human species. i 

You put me in mind, said I laughing, of the Baratariim ^ 
wench who was commended to governor Sancho as the most ' 
accomplished beauty within a league ; with this exception ' 
only, that one eye was blind, and that the other ran irith ' 
brimstone and vermilion. But pray, who are these wonders? ' 

That, said he, I either cannot or must not declare. They 
are evidently people of the first fashion ; and must have i 
some uncommon reasons for theii' present condnct, as they < 
live quite retired, and admit of no company, 1 

T protest, said I, you have raised my curiosity in earnest; 
is there no managing so as to procure me a short t&te-d-tSte ' 
with them ?— I wish there was, says he, for I long to know ' 
how far your sentiments agree with mine in this matter 
Testerday the lady told me that she intended to go and 
reside some time in England, and that I would oblige her ' 
by getting a person duly qualified to initiate her and her son ' 
in the language of the country. And now, if such a fine ' 
gentlemstti oould condescend to undress himself, you might 
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come to-morrow aa a person who wanted hire, and I nugbt 
introduce yon to an interview by way of treating, provided 
you are upon honour not to reveal any thing concerning 
them or their place of abode. 

The nest morning I waited on Mr. De Wit, nnder the 
appearance of a reduced gentleman, a character that exciteB 
a mixture of contempt and compassion. 

The lady received aod apoke to me with that dignified 
complacence which awea while it engagea, and while it 
attracts, forbids an iiTeverent familiarity, Sbe was indeed 
every thing that my friend had boasted of ber ; for though 
her pei-aon was all majesty, her manner was all gi-ace.— Will 
you answer for the discretion of this young man, Mr. Do 
Wit ? — ^I will, madam, said he, I bowed to them both. 

On turning, I perceived that her son eyed me with much 
attention, and I, on my part, surveyed liini with the utmost 
astonishment, lie laboured, indeed, apparently under all the 
disadvantages that my friend described ; but enchantment 
lurked in his accents and in the dimpling of his lips ; aad 
when he smiled, heaven itself was infused through the fine 
roundings of his olive-coloured countenance. 

In short, I felt such a sudden attachment to these extraor- 
dinary personages, that I resolved to keep on the deception, 
at least for a few days, and accordingly engaged with them 
at a stated salary. 

I entered on my province. My young pupil especially 
began to improve apace ; and, as I was particularly cautious 
in observing the distant respect that suited my station, I 
grew into great favour with both mother and son. 

How long, Mr. De Wit would say, do you propose to 
carry on this farce ? — ^TiU I can prevail upon them, I an- 
swered, to accompany me to England ; for I feel my .affection 
Ro tied to them, that I cannot think of parting 

On a day as I sat with my pupil in bis apartment, hi 
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hippeafid to let bia book &n ; and aa I stooped to take it op, 
lb* pictore of my Matilda, that was richly enamelled, and 
Kt with brilliants to a great value, Eoddenly loosed g-om ita 
riband, and dropi>ed through the boaom of my shirt upon 
th« floor. 

I stood concerned and greatly abashed by this acmdent ; 
hnt my pupil, still more alanned, started up, and, catching 
at it, gazod npon it intensely. — Ha, my friend 1 said he, I 
doabt you are an impostor. The proprietor of this jewel 
would never set himself oat to hire without some sinister 
design. Who, sir, and what are yoa ? 

I own, said I, my sweet fellow, that I am not what I 
seem. I am of noble descent, and of riubcs sufficient to 
purchase a principality. — And what then could indnce you 
to impose upon us as you have done ? — Cariosity at first, 
and then the strong inclination which I took both to yon 
and your mother at our first interview; neither did I pro- 
pose to reveal myself till we should reach my native country, 
where ail sorts of honours and affluence attend you. — Ti^U 
rao then, said he, whose picture is this, a very lovely otic, 
indeed ? Is this the face, sir, of your mistress or your wife ? 
(lookiog very inquisitively at me). — ^Ah ! said I, she was 
once mistress of thousands of hearts ; nobles waited before 
her drawing-room, nnd dukes near her toilet. She was once 
also my wife ; but the dear saint is now eternally blessed 
more suitable Bridegroom. 

Will you indulge me, sir, said he, \rith the story of yomf 
loves \ it iTiay atone in a. great measure for your late decep- 
tion, which, however, well meant, was very alarming. 

Here I related to him the short pathetic history that I 
told you of my Matilda, with which he was so affected, and 
in such agitation, that I was quite affrighted for him, i 
dtoppod several times ; but he insisted on my proceeding. 

Abl >aid be, when I conolnded, should I ever be a 
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fortcd in the manner that you and your Matty were, how 
blessed I ahall think myself! — I have, said I, a little cousin 
in England, and perhaps the loveliest child in the world, and 
if you will maiTy her, when you both come to proper years, 
I will settle ten million of French money upon you. Mean- 
time, I beseech you to say nothing to your mamma of what 
has passed. — I will not, said he, unless I sec a discretionary 
necessity for it. 

That night I went to the city to settle the affiiirs of my 
household. On my retiim next morning, I met Mr. De Wit 
at the gate of his court. 

Ah, my fiiend I said he, our amiable guests are departed. 
— Gone! I cried. Gone! which way? where to, I pray you? 
— That .ilso is a secret, said ho, which I am not permitted to 
tell yoH. Late in the evening there arrived a retinue of 
about twenty servants, strongly armed and mounted, with a 
flying chaise and six horses, and a packet of letters. The 
lady did not go to bed, but ordered all things to be in readi- 
ness for their departure against the rising of the moon. 
When they were near setting out, and going to bid me 
adieu — Have you no commands, madam, said I, for the good 
young man, your tutor?— Not a penny, says she; I cannot 
afford to pay wages equivalent to servants of his quality. — 
How, madam, said I, is my friend then detected ? But it 
was a very innocent and friendly fraud, I assure you ; I should 
not have imposed upon your ladyship, did I not know you 
to be safer in his honourable hands than those of any other. 

I then gave them an account of your family, your vast for- 
tune, nor was I quite silent as to your merits, my dear Harry ; 
and I added, that I was sensible you would be deeply afflicted 
at the departure of persons to whom you were so strongly 
attachnd. — There is no help for it, replied the lady; we have 
reasons of the utmost import for not disclosing ourselves to 
him. Tell him, however, that we esteem him highly, affect 
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him tenderly, shall think of him, Ghall prey for him, and, 
lastly, that yon saw us drop a, grateful tear to hia i 
branoe. 

A§ I coald extort no further intelligeuce from my friend 
iir. De Wit, I parted in a half kind of cliagiin, and preparec 
to pursue my fugitives, though I knew not what road t^ 
take, nor where to turn me for the pnrpoBc, At all adven* 
tui'ea, however, I set out on the way to France; as thejl 
appeared to be of that country, as well by the elegance c4i 
their manners aa by their fluency in the lauguagt 

I was attended by eleven of aa brave and faithful fellow* 
as ever thrust themselves between their master and danger. 

On the fifth or sixth day, as we got on the borders of 
French Flandera, in nn open and desolate way, with a foreat 
fiir on the left, a man rode towards us on the spur, andj 
approaching, cried out — Help, gentlemen, for heaven's sake] 
Help to rescue my dear ladies, who are plundered a.ai 
carried away by the banditti I They have already killed 
twenty of my companions, and I alone am left to cry out fos 
relief, — I bid him lead, and we followed. 

In a few minutes we came where we saw a great mimbsl 
of the dead and dying covering the sand and thin herbage| 
but our leader cried out — Stop not here, my noble friendaj 
Yonder they are 1 yonder they are ! They have but juH|! 
taken away all our horses, luggage, and coach, and are noif 
at the plunder. I am weak through loss of blood, bnt wijj 
help you the best I may. 

Here he spurred again towards the enemy, but his horsd 
would not answer his courage. I then looked about I 
observe if any advantage could be taken — for I perceived 
that the ruffians were still very numerous — about thirty—^ 
who had survived the late combat; but seeing that th« 
country was quite open, and that we had nothing but resola- 
tion and our God to help us, I commended myself to Him in 
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BO good a cause, ami, putting my horfie to speed, I rode full 
at the foe, coDfident of being well and gallantly seconded. 

When the banditti perceived us, ihey instantly quitted 
the plunder, and, gathering into a group, they prepared 
their carabines, and discharged them full at us as wq drev 
near. 

As I happened to be foremost, I received the greatest 
damage. One of their balls gave me this mark in my nect; 
another passed through the flesh of my left shoulder; and 
another through my hat, and left this scar in my head. 

But when we came in upon them, as the Ronuing say, 
cominus ense, hand to hand, had they doubled their numbers 
they would have been as nothing to us. My faithful Irish- 
man levelled half a score of them with hia own hand, and in 
less than three minutes we had no opponent in the field, T 
then rode up to the coach, and perceived two ladies In it, 
pale as death, and sunk seusclesa to the bottom. 

Immediately I ordered James, my surgeon's mate, to take 
a little blood from them, and, on their recovery, to follow 
m.e, with all my people, and all the horses, baggage, etc., to 
the nearest inn. Then, feeling my wounds begin to smart, I 
took my surgeon with me, and galloped away. 

In about a league we came to a large house of entertain- 
ment, and finding myself sick and qualmish, through the 
great eifusion of blood, I had my wounds directly dressed, 
and, taking a draught of wine whey, got into a warm 
bed. 

After a night of uneasy slumbers, the curtain of my bed 
was gently drawn aside, and awaking, I heard a voice say, 
in soft music — Ah, my dear mamma, it is he ! it is he him- 
eelf! 

On lifting my feeble eyes, I perceived a vision at my side 
of a female appearance, but more wonderful and more lovely 
than any thing I had ever conceived of the inhabitants in 
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blisa. Her eyes swam in glor^, and her whole form eeemed' 
a condensing, or aiibstnntiation, of harmony and light. 

While I gazed in silent astonishment, I heard another 
voice say— Don't you know ns, my son, my dear Mr. Clin- 
ton ? Don't you remember your pupils ? Don't you rememr 
her your blind, lame, and tawny Lewis ? He ia now turned 
into that passable girl there, whose honour and whose life 
yon yesterday preserved, at the great peril of your own. 

Here, aeiMng her hand, I pressed it to my lips and cried— r 
Am I then so blessed, my hononred madam, as to have dono- 
some service to tlie two dearest objects of my heart's fixed 
affections? — Soft, says she; none of these transports: your 
surgeon tells us that repose is necessary for you. Meantim^, 
we will go and prepare the best regimen that the place caa. 
afford for your noumhment, and after that I will send a de». 
patch to my lord, and let him know how far, how yery 
deeply, he and we, and all his house, are indebted to you. 

For that day, and the followmg week, as my fever grew" 
something high, I saw no more of the daughter; and thft' 
mother stayed no longer tlian to administer something to ma, 
or barely to inquire how I was. At length I got a cool, smu, 
began to recover, when the foi-mer vision descended npm^ 
my ravished senses; the vision of that Louisa, the sight of, 
whom never failed to bring cheer to the eyes, and delight ts 
the hearts, of all beholders. 

They sat down by my side, and my lady, taking my band 
and looking tenderly at me — what would you think, said ehe^ 
smiling, of my Louy for a wife ? — ^Ah, madam I I exclaimed, 
she would be too much of htisa, too precious, too gloriou^ 
too overpowering for the heart and senses of any mortal I — ^ 
Don't tell me, cries my lady ; in my eyes, my Harry, you ar» 
full as amiable for a husband as she can bo for a wife. Beside, 
you have earned her, my son; she is your own dear purchase 
by a service of infinite value, and at the price of yonr pr6( 



oions blood. She baa told nie tbe story of your fit-st love, 
and the recollection of it never fails to bring tears from my 
eyes. But I must, liereafter, Lear tbe whole from your own 
mouth, with all your other adventures ; the smallest incident 
will be veiy interesting to me, I assure you. O my dear, my 
sweet fellow! you are to a hair the very man I wish for 
my Louisa — the brave, the tender, gentle, and generous 
heart; just the thing I would have wished for myself when 
I was at tbe age of my Louy. 

But, my dearest, my honoured madam, loved and hon- 
oured next to heaven, you have not yet told me how your 
Louisa is inclined. Whereupon tbe bewitching creature, 
archly smiling and biusliing, and reaching forth a polished 
hand of living alabaster — Here, she cried, I present you with 
this trifle in token that I do not hate you — very much. 

Mr, Clinton, said my lady, 1 have sent off my favourite 
servant Gerard with ray despatches to my lord. He is the 
only one that remains of alt my retinue. Your surgeon haa 
dressed his wound, and pronounced it so slight as not to 
inconmiode him in bia journey. I chose him more partica- 
larly for the carrier of my purposes as he was the witness of 
your valour— as he can testify to my lord with what intre- 
pidity you rushed foremost into the thick of the assassins, 
and with what unexampled bravery you defeated, in a short 
time, a body of four or five times your number. The-sa 
things, I trust, will have their, due weight ; for, though my 
my lord is of a lofty and inflexible nature, bo is yet alive to 
the feelmga of honour and justice, so that our affairs have B 
^hopeful and auspicious aspect. But you are a little flushed, 
' child ; we will not encroach fui-tber upon you till to< 
lion'ow. 

» During the three following weeks, though confined to my 
., I was permitted to sit up, and my wounds, though not 
fkinned, were healing apace. What happiness did I enjoy 
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^^B during that ecntaUc intervnl ! The maternal and filial angefa ' 
^^M scarce ever left my side. One morning, when I just avoke 
^^M from a terrifying: dream, they both entered with [>eace, and 
^^H comfort, and healing in their countenances, 
^^K What ia the matter, ray Harry ? said my lady ; your £ 
^^H does not seem composed to that fortitude and complacence 
^^H which is seated in your lieait. — Ah, madam I I cried, I hsn 
^^B been all night tormented with the most alarming and horri- 
ble visions I ever had in my life. Three times I dreamed 
successively that my Louisa and I were walking hand in 

I hand through the fields of Elysium, or on the banks of 
Heander, or in the gardens of Alcinous, gazing and drinking 
in large draughts of love from each other ; when at one 
time a huge and tremendous dragon, at another a sudden 
earthquake, and at another an impetuous hurricane came, 
and caught and severed us far asunder. 
But my visions, my honest friend, said the heavenly 
smiling Louisa, have been of a very different nature. I 
dreamed that, while we were standing on the bank of a 
tiightful precipice together, your Matilda descended, all 
celestial, and a thousand times more lovely than she appears 
in the lovely portrait that you carry about you. At first I 
feared thiit she oame to reclaim you to herself; but instead 
of that she smiled upon me, and began to caress me, and, 
taking my right hand she put it into yours. Then, ascend- 
ing in her brightiess, she hovered a while on high, and caet- 
ing down upon m.' a look of fixed love, she gave me a beok 
with her hand, as it were to follow, and was immediately lost 
n glory. 

O, my dear children ! cried the marchioness (for such she 
■was), might I but once see you united, how I should lift my 

■ head ! or, rather, how satisfied I should be to lay it down 
in peace, having nothing further to care for on this side of 

■ eternity I 
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' That night I slept BOunder than usual, and did not awake 

H the day was something advanced, On opening the our- 

I saw James seated in a moody posture by the side of 

(Qy bed.^ — How are the ladies, James? said I. — Gone, sir. — 

tone, gone ! I cried out. — Tes, sir, gone indeed ; but with 

ery heavy hearts, and both of them drowned in tears. 

ftere baa been a large body of the gens d'armoa sent for 

' tfiem, so that there was no resisting. Poor Gerard went on 

his knees to his lady to beg permission to throw himself at 

your honoured feet, as he said, and to bid you adieu, but sha 

» would not allow him. Meantime Bbe charged me with this 
•nttch and ring, and this letter for yoor honour. 
► I catched at tho letter, and tearing it open, read over and 
►rer, a. thousand times, what will for ever be engraven in 
hty memory and on my heart. 
"We leave you — wo leave you, most beloved of men, and 
we are miserable in so doing; but, alas! we are not our own 
mistresses. My lord, for this time, has proved unjust and 
ungrateful ; and refiises your Loriisa, as well to my prayers 
as to your infinite merits. He has affianced her, as it seema, 
to a priuce of the blood, and his ambition has blinded him to 
all other considerations. Be not yet in despair, we shall 
exert our very utmost to get this injurious sentence re- 
versed ; and, if your Louisa inherits my blood or spirit, not 
all the engines in France will ever compel her to give her 
hand to another. In the meantime, follow us not ; come not 
near us, we beseech you. Should you be discovered, you 
will inevitably be assassinated, and we also should perish in 
your loss, my son. We are distracted by our fears for yon, 
and it is this fear that has prevented us from disclosing our- 
selves fully to yon. Keep up your correspondence, bowevor, 
with our friend De Wit, and through him you shall leam 
the first £iTourable tarn that happens in our affairs. I leava 
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you my riiig, in token of your being the wedded of on* 
beart ; and Louisa leaves you ber watch, to remind yon of 
■ time pa§t, and to look upon when at leisure, and think of 

" Your Eloisa De 

"Your LooisA De " 

Yea I cried, ye precious relics, ye delicious memorandoma, 
to my lips, to my heart ! Be ye the companions of my aoli- 
tude, the consolers of my affliction ! Sooner shall this ana 
be torn olT, and time itself pass away, than one or the oth» 
shall be divided from my custody. 

Ah, how nselcss are admonitions to the impatience of a 
lover I Fei-vent love can know no fears. I was no sooner 
able to sit my horsa than I sot off directly for Paris, with 
this precaution only, that my people were to call me by my 
mother's maiden naine of Goodall. 

As WG know not tho names or titles of those after whom 
we were in search, our eyes became onr only inquisitorB ; 
and we daily ranged the town, peering into every carriage 
of distinction for a sight of the mother or daughter; and 
even prying among the lackeys and liveries for the feco of 
our friend Gerard, 

On a day, as ray valiant Tirlah and I rode abroad, recoit* 
noitriug the suburbs, we heard a noise and shout of distress 
that issued from a distant farm-house ; and as we haatenod 
np the tumult grew louder, and the ciy of Help I and Mur- 
der ! was several times repeated. 

"We instantly knocked at the door, but were refusecl 
admittance, when Tiriah alighted, ran against it, and break- 
ing through bars and all with his foot, threw the door off its 
hinges. 

On entering, we saw a man with four others about him, 

1 who were going to alit his nose, and to use him very barbik 

Jnsly, — Stay your h:^n(l^ I cried; I will shoot the first 
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1 through the head who shall dare to proceed in this 
0busmeas. 

, "Why, sir, said a young fellow, this man wanted to be griw 
l^ona with my pretty young wife ; I caught him in the very 
Fotterapt ; and so I think it hut iiiir and honest to spoil his 
beauty for such sport for time to corae. — Ay, but, said I, 
you might murder him, and I cannot suffer that. Come, my 
friend, no harm, appears to be done as yet ; and if he pays a 
Imndsome penance for the wickedness of bis intention, I 
would adviao you to pass mattera over for the present. Say, 
how much do you demand ? — Five hundred lonis-d'ors, said 
the fellow; if he pays that he shall be quit for this turn. 
Five hundred louis-d'ors ! I exclaimed ; why, all the 
m his back are not worth the hundredth part of the 
rue, master, said the peasant, winking, but his 
ttiockets may happen to be richer than his clothes. — Well, 
^id I, if he secures you in half the sum I think you may be 
iKtisfied. — ^Why, master, since you have said it, I will not 
D back. Whereupon the astonished prisoner was permitted 



What do you say, you very bad man ? Are you willing 
to pay this fellow the sum I agreed for, in compensation of 
the injury you attempted to do him ? — I am, sir, said he ; 
pith many thanks for your mediation. Then, haatily put- 
5 his liand to his pocket, be took out a note on the cus- 
toms, which, with some small matter of cash, made up the 
l:ffloney, and we departed the house together. 

As I was just going to mount, be came up and accosted 

e with elegance and dignity. Sir, smd he, you have made 

ir debtor beyond expression, beyond the power of 

jprincea to pay. Be pleased, however, to accept the little I 

"'have about me ; here are five thousand louis in this little 

note-book. — Not a penny, sir, indeed ; I am by no means in 

want. — You must not refiise, said he, some token of my 
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admovledgment ; here is a stone, rained at double the som 
I offered yoii. Then, taking from a pocket the diamond but- 
ton of his hat, he presented it to me. — You must excuse me, 
air, said I ; I can accept of no consideration for doing an act 
of humanity ; and I rejoice to have preserved a person of 
your distinction and generosity. I then turned my horae, 
Mid, though ha called after me, I rode away, being neither 
desirous of knowing or being known. 

My researches hitherto being altogether fruitless, I 

lagined I might with better likelihood meet my beloved m 

le public walks, public theatres, or rooms of distinguished 
resort. 

One night, as I sat alone iu a ^de-box at the opera, intently 
gazing and hungering around for some similitude of my 
Louisa, there entered one of the loveliest young fellows I 
ever beheld. He carelessly threw himself be^de me, looked 
•round, withdrew his eyes, and then looked at me with such 
a long and piercing inquisition as alarmed me, and gave me 
OHnse to think I wad discovered. 

Though the French seldom hesitate, he seemed at once 
backward and desirous of accosting me. At length he 
entered spon converse touching the drama and the music, 
and spoke with judgment and elegance superior to the mat- 
ter ; while I answered him with due complacence, but in a 
manner that partook of that regardlessness for trifles which 
then sat at my heart. 

Between the acts he turned, and cast his eye suddenly on 
me. — Sir, says he, do you believe that there is such a thing as 
sympathy ? — Occasionally, sir, I think it may have its effects ; 
though I cannot credit all the wonders that are reported of 
it. — ^I am sorry for that, said he, as I ardently wish that your 
feelings were the same as mine at this instant. I never saw 
before, sir; I have no knowledge of yon; and yet I 

iclare that, were I to choose an advocate in love, a aeoond 
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^■ti combat, or a friend in extremity, you — you f 
^^>isii upon Trhom I trould pitch. 

I aassvered not, but seized his hand, and pressed it to my 
bosom. — I conceive, sir, continued he, notwithstanding your 
fluency in the language, that you are not a native. My name 
ia D'Aubigny ; I live at such a place ; and if you will do me 
the pleasure of a single visit, all the honours, respccta, and 
services that our house can confer, shall be yours without 
'e. — Sir, said I, I am of England ; my name is Goodall ; 
n as a certain affair allows me to admit of any 
acqudntance in Paria, you shall be the first elected of my 
ins and my heart. 

1 few nights after, as Tirlah and I were turning a cor- 
ker of the Rue de St. Jacqnes, we saw three men with theii' 
icka to the wall, attacked by nearly three times their num- 
e did not hesitate a moment what part to take. At 
^e first pass I ran one of the asBassins through the body j 
Krlah levelled two more with his oaken staff, and the rest 
Jtook to flight. 

Gentlemen, said one of the three, I thank you for this 
brave and seasonable assistance. Roche, run for a surgeon ; 
I am wounded, 1 Aoubt dangerously. Piei-re, lend me your 
arm. Come, gentlemen, we have but a little way to my 



Though the night was too dark for examining features, I 
thought that the voice was not quite unknown to me. 
Within a few minutes we arrived at a palace that retired 
inward from the houses that were ranged on either hand. 
On pulling the hanger of a bell, the great door opened upon 

I ft sumptuous hall, which led to a parlour enlightened by a 

Quiver sconce that hung from the vaulting. 

we entered, the master turned short upon me, and 
tsokiug full in my face, and starting and lifting bis hands in 

■iporpriae — Great ruler of events ! he cried ; the very n: 
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[taj brother and compaDioD through life ! and this is 
man you have seat to my reticue. 

JoBt then tlie surgeon arrived, aiid I beard h!m hastiSy ask- 
ing wbere the marquis was. On entering, he said — I am sorry 
for your misfortune, my lord; but matters may be better 
than ve apprehend ; and immediately he took out his case 
of instruments. — One of the ruIHans, said the marquis, 
before I was aware, came behind, and run me through the 
back. 

The surgeon then ripped open his lordship's waistcoat, and 
changed colour on seeing his shirt drenched in blood. But 
getting him quickly undressed, and having probed his wound, 
he struck his hands together, and cried — Courage, my 
friends I it is only a flesh business ; the weapon has passed 
clear of the ribs and vitala. 

As soon as the marquis's wound was dressed, and that we 
bad got him to bed — I iancy, sir, stud I to the surgeon, I may 
have some email occasion for a cast of your office ; I feel a 
little smart in my sword-arm. 

On stripping be found that a cbance thrust bad entered 
about half an inch into the muscle above my elbow, and had 
ripped up some of the skin. But he quickly applied ibe pro- 
per dressing, and I was preparing to take my leave, when 
the marquis cried out — Tou must not think of parting, my 
dear friend ; you are the master of the master here, and lord 
of this house, and of all that is in it. 

The surgeon then ordered his lordabip to compose himself 
as soon as possible ; and, having wished him a good-nigbt, I 
Bent Tirlah to my lodgings to let my people know that I was 
well, and in friendly bands. I was then conducted by tho 
domestics to a superb apartment, where a bed was prepared, 
and where a small supper of elegancies lay fuming on the 
ddeboard. 

Having swallowed a few bits, with a glass or tn-o of wine. 
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I rose and sauntered through the room, musing on my 
Louisa, heavily sighing, and nearly despairing of being ever 
able to find her. 

Some ti:ne after, I aat doivn to undress and get to bed, 
when a number of the officers of justice silently entered my 
chamber, seized my sword that I had put off, and, coming 
whiapeiTngly to mo, commanded me to accompany them, 
without making any noise, 

I saw that it was madness to resist ; and, as I went with 
them, I observed that two of the family-liveries had joined 
th imaelves to the officers. It then instantly occurred that 
I was in the house of my rival ; that the marquis was the 
very person to whom my Louisa had been destined ; that I 
was somehow discovered ; and they were conducting me to 
the Bastile, of which I had heard as many affrighting storiea 
as are usually told of the Inquisition. 

Ah, traitor ! said I to myself, is it thus you serve the man 
who but now saved your life at the expense of his own 
blood ? Lot no one hereafter trust to the bleating of tho 
lamb, or the courting of the turtle ; the roaring of the lion, 
and the pounces of the vulture, may thus deceitfully lurk 
under the one or tho other. 

After passing some streets, they took me to a large bonse, 
where dwelt one of their chief magistrates, being also a 
member of their parliament. Having knocked respectfully 
at the gate, and waited some time, at length wo were ad- 
mitted, and they took me to a kind of lobby, where we 
stayed, while one of the posse went to advise the justiciary 
of my attendance. At length he returned, and, accosting 
mo in a tone of surly and discouraging authority— Friend, 
says he, my lord is engaged, and not at leisure to-night ; 
to-morrow, perhaps, he may hear what you have to plead in 
your own defence. So saying, he and his fellows thrust me 
into a waste room, and looked and chained the door upon 
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me ; and, laughing, bid me to warm or cool my heels at 
pleasure. 

Fool, fool that I was ! aaid I, to quit the side of my brave 
and faithful companions ; how quickly should we have dia- 
comSted this magistrate and all hh host I But I must be a 
knight-adventurer forsooth, and draw my sword in defence 
of every scoundrel who goes the street. 

I then went and felt the windows, to try if I could force 

A passage for making my escape ; but finding that all were 

I grated with strong and impassable bars of iron — Oh I I cried, 

I that this marquis, this ungrateful D'Aubigny, were now in 

I hia fullest strength, and opposed to me point to point, that 

I might reclaim from him in an instant the life I hare < 

given 1 

I then travereo'l the room with an inconsistent pace, now ■ 
rashly resolving on furious events, and again moro sedately 
deliberating ou what I had to do, till, having ruminated thus 
for the remainder of the night, I at last became more at 
ease, and resigned myself to the dispensations of all-dis- 
posing Providence, though, I confess, with a gloomy and 
reluctant kind of content. 

When the day appeared, and was something advanced, I 
heard my door unlocking, and the chain taken away, and I 
concluded that they came to summon me to my trial. But, 
instead of the officers of justice, I saw near twenty men in 
the marquis's livery, who silently bowed down before me, 
and respectfiiUy showed me with their hands the wfij out of 
my prison. I followed them also in silence, and, getting into 

E street, I wished to know if I was really free, and turned 

im them down the way that led to my lodgings ; where- ' 
upon they cist themselves before me, and in a supplicating | 
posture besought me to go with them. 

Finding then that I was still their prisoner, I gave a long- ' 
ing Jook-out for my valiant fellows ; but, as they did not i 
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appear, I suffered myself to be recondacted to the marquis's 

palace, and followed my obsequiona commaDdora into the 
proud apartment to whieii they had led me the preceding 
night, and where, bowing to the groand, they all left me and 
retired, 

Aa I had been much fatigued in body and mind, I threw 
myself on the bed, leaving events to their iaauea, and fell 
into a kind of starting and intermitting slumber, when I 
heard a voice at my side shout out in once-loved accents — 
Oh, my dearest mamma, it is he I .indeed it is he I it is he 
himself 1 

On this, I awoke and i-onsed myself, and lifting my languid 
eyea, and fixing them on the object that stood before me — 
And are you then, 1 cried, are you also, Louisa, in the con- 
federacy against me ? Say nothing, you are not the Louisa I 
once knew. I will arise, I will go forth ; not all your gates 
and bara and bolts shall hold me ; I will tear my body, and 
my soul too, if possible, from you for ever 1 Go to your 
betrothed, to your beloved 1 and leave me to perish ; it is a 
matter of no import, I am yet pleased that I saved your 
chosen, as it may one day serve to reproach you with the 
merits of the man whom he has so unworthily treated 1 

I could no more, A long silence on all sidea ensued, save 
the language that was uttered by heavinga and sobbings, 
when the marchioness, coming and casting herself on her 
knees by my bed — You have reason, sir ! she exclaimed — 
you have reason to reproach and to detest every branch of 
our ungrateful family for ever I You saved myself, you 
saved my daughter ; and yet the father and the husband 
proved averse to your dcaervings, and turned your benefits 
into poison. You have now saved our son, the only one who 
can convey our name to posterity ; and yet, from the begin- 
ning, you have received nothing in return save wounds, 
puns, and sickness, losses, damages, and disappointments, 
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and at tliis very day the most ignominious nsiigc, where you 

I merited endless thanks and everlasting i-enoim. Blame my 

Louisa, then, and me ; but blarae not my son, sir, for these 

nnwoi'lhy events. He is shocked and distracted by them ; 

, he is quite innocent of them ; he respects and loves you more 

than ever Jonathan loved the son of Jesse ; but he will not, he 

daro not see you, till wo have in some measure made his peace. 

liow, madam 1 I cried — but no more of that posture ; it 

pains me past bearing. Is it a fact, can it be possible, that 

the Marquis d'Aubiguy should be your son ? Is he not of 

' the blood-royal, the very rival whom your letter rendered bo 

formidable to me ? and was it not by Ids order that I was 

disgracefully confined in a dungeon all night ? 

No, no ! s:ud my lady ; he wonld have suffered the rack 
first ! He ia in despair, quite inconsolable on that account. 
Let uB go, my dearest Harry ; let us go and carry comfort 
to him of whom you are the beloved. 

All, no, ray mamma t cried out Louisa ; let us pat no oon- 
Btraint on Mr. Clinton, I pray you ! There has been enough 
of confinement ; we leave hira now to his liberty; let him go, 
even where and to whom he likes best. Once, indeed, we 
could have tied this all-conqueiing champion with the spin- 
ning of a silkworm ; but now he tells us that neither gates, 
bars, nor bolts shall hold him to us. 

Here I threw myself precipitately at her feet — Pardon, 
pardon, my Louisa ! 1 cried ; O pardon the misdeeming 
transports of your lover, and pardon the faults that 1ot9 
alone could commit I My enemies are foreign to me ; they 
and their injuries affect me not ; but you are regent within, 
my Louisa ! you sit throned in my heart, and the presump- 
tion of an offence fi'om you makes strange iiproar in ray 
Boul ! — Well, says she, reauhing her hand, and smiling 
t through tears, since it is so, poor soul, here is the golden 
Wjaaeptre for you ; I think I must take you to meroy. 
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I oanght her Land, and impressed mj v6ty spirit on the 
vax; and m^ lady, casting hor arms about as, and kissing ua 
botli in turns, requested that we should go and carry some 
consolation to her dear, repining Lewis. 

As we entered his chamber, the marcliioncss cried out — 
Here he comes, my son I vre have brought your beloved 
to you ; yet not your Mr. Goodall, aa you thought, but 
one who is at once both your good angel and our good 
auge), even our own Harry Clinton, the betrothed of our 
souls I 

I took my seat on the aide of the marquis's bed, and, look- 
ing fondly upon him, would have inquired of hia health, but 
my speech for the lime was overpowered by my affections. 
Then taking ray hand in his — ^The power of this hand, says 
he, I have found to be great ; but has your heart the power 
to pardon the insults and outrage you have received in 
the house of hirn who ia so deeply your debtor? — Mj 
lord, said I, I have already drank largely of Lethe on 
that head ; nothing but my diffidence of your regard can 
offend me. 

You know not, said my lady — you know not yet, ray dear 
Harry, how this provoking business came about. I will ex- 
plain it in a few words : — 

On our return to Paris, and on our remonstrances to my 
late lord, of the inestimable services yon had rendered to 
his family, he inquired your character among the English ; 
and, notwithstanding the report of the nobility of your 
birth, and your yet nobler qualities, hearing also that yon 
had acquired part of your fortune in trade, he conceived 
an utter contempt for you, and took an ntter aversion to 

you. 

Some time after, as he took notice that Louisa and I 
wanted our watoh and our ring, I dreaded his displeasure, 
and gave him room to thhik that the robbers had taken 
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tfa«tu from US in FlanilerB, and this report became current 
among our domeatioa. 

In the mean time, my lord became iiuportunate with oi 

Louisa respecting her marriage with the Prince ot C 

who was then with the array; and her prayers and tears 
hitherto had been tlie only artillery whicli she had naad 
her defence. 

But when the couriers brought word that the priuce w 
on his retuni, my lord sent for Louisa, and gave hei- instairt 
and absolute orders to prepare for her nuptials ; but she fulb 
as positively and peremptorily replied, that her soul 
already wedded ; that she would never proHtitote her bodj5 
where her heart was an alien ; and that all the tortures off 
the Inquisition should not change her resolution. Her father 
tliereupon rose to such ungovernable fury, that with on* 
blow of his hand he struck her senseless to his feet ; bnt 
wlion lie saw my lamb, my darling, all pale, and as deacl. 
before him, the tide of nature retiiraed, and the confiict a 
his passions became so violent that an imposthume broke ii 
his stomach, and falling, he was suffocated, and expired oi 
the spot. 

Soon after the prince arrived. He had never seen m] 
daughter ; bat his ambition to possess a beauty, of whos 
the grand monarch himself was said to have been ena^^' 
mourcd, had caused him to demand her in marriage : 
that purpose he also did us the honour of a visit, Louisa 
refused to appear; and I told his highness, with the beafa 
grace I could, that she happened to be pre-engaged. In 
few days after he met ray son on the Tuileries, and accosted' 
liim to the same intent ; but my son had been previously 
prejudiced in your favour, my Harry, and answered ths 
prince with so cold or so haaghty an air, that further words 
ensued, they both drew, and his highness was slightly 
irounded ; but, as company interposed, the affair was hushed 



up, and, shortly after, tlie prince waa killed in & night broil 
, upon the Pont-Nenf. We then wrote to our friend, De Wit, 
to advertiae you of these matters, and to hasten you hjtlier; 
but yoi» arrived, ray child — you arrived before there could 
be any expectation of an answer. 

Two days ago, as I observed that uiy lamb's spirits were 
aoraething dejected, I prevailed upon her to take an airing 
to our country villa. On our return this morning, we were 
struck half dead with the news that our Lewis was wounded, 
and dangerously ill in his bed. We flew into hia room, 
and were still more alarmed to find him in a fury that ia not 
to be imagined ; while Jacome, his old steward, waa on liis 
knees, all pale and quaking, at a distance before him. — ^Vil- 
lain 1 he cried, what have you done with my friend ? What 
have you done with my champion ; the presei-ver of my life ? 
— Please your lordship, said he trembling, I took him for a 
highwayman ; I saw my lady's ring and my young mistress's 
watch in his custody ; I will swear to the property before 
the parliament of Paris, and so I lodged him in prison — till 
—till 

Go, wretch ! cried my son, recall your infomiation ; lake 
all your fellows with you, and instantly bring me back my 
friend, or your ears shall be the forfeit ; but conduct him to 
hia o*vn chamber ; I cannot yet bear to see him, I cannot 
bear the reproach that his eye must cast upon me. 

All afflicted, and yet more astonished, my Louisa and I sat 
down by the side of my sou, easting looks of surprise and 
inquiring doubt on each other. At length I said — What is 
this that I hear of our ring and our watch ? Alas ! he ia no 
highwayman who took them from ns ; they were our own 
free gift, a mite in return for a million of services. But do 
vou know any thing of the possessor ? — I know, answered 
Lewia, that he ia tha loveliest of mankind, the preserver of 
my life, and that hia name is GoodalL — Ah I screamed out 
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Louisa, there we are lost again. Tliis Goodall must 
UuB.\y have mnrdered our precious Clinton, and possessed 
himself of our gifts j lie would never have parted witH 
them while he had life. — Oh, iny sister t said #ny eoi^ 
when you see my frieud Goodall, you will think nothing of 
your Harry Clinton ! Wliy, why were you so hasty, bo- 
precipitate in your choice ? A robber, a murderer I N"i 
had I a thousand lives, I would pawn them all for th« 
probity that heaven has made apparent in the face of xaj: 
preserver. 

It is with shame and great reluctance, my dearest brotherj. 
that at times I recite passages tending so much to my own 
praise ; and yet, did I omit them, I should do great injusttoe 
to the kind and amiable partiality of those who were 
fondly my lovers and my beloved. 

But, Madam, said I to the marchioness, did yon not hink 
something of his mnjesty's being enamoured of my Louiaat 
Ah, such a rival wodd be a terrible business indeed, espi 
cially in a country of unlimited power 1 

There is no fear of that now, said my lady. The king ha 
changed his fancy, from young mistresses and old counsellorB^ 
to young counsellora and old mistresses. But what I 
tioned was once very serious and alarming, 

Jly Louisa was scarce turned of fourteen, when the 
Duchess de Choisseul requested her company to Marlayj 
where the court then was. The king fixed his eye on her, 
and inquired who she was ; but took no further notice at 
that time. Missing her, however, at the next, and again at. 
the following drawing-room, he asked the marquis what bo« 
came of his fiiir daughter ; said he had a place in his eye 
her ; and desired, in an accent of authority, that he would. 
Bend her to court. 

The marquis instantly took the alarm. He was ever 
, Jealous of bis honour, and singularly nice in matters of 
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female reputation. He gave his majesty a sort of equivocal 
consent ; and, hurrying home, ordered me directly to pre- 
pare for carrying my daughter out of the French dominions. 
The night waa employed in hastening and packing. We 
disguised our Louisa in the manner as you saw her metamor- 
phosed at Rotterdam, and set off for Holland before day. 
The rest you know, ray Clinton, as you were the principal 
mover in all our concerus. — But tell me, my Lewis, can you 
eonjocture on what account those assasaina set upon you ? — ■ 
I declare, madaro, said the marquis, I cannot ; perhaps 
they mistook me for another ; or, now I recollect, it might 
be owing to some familiar chat which I had the other night 
with a pretty opera-girl, who is said to be in the keeping 
of a very great man. But, madam, you forgot to tell my 
brother how my father was banished, on account of Louisa, 
to his paternal seat in Languedoc, on the borders of the 
Mediterranean. — Very true, said the marchioness, and was 
not recalled till Madam Maintenon was taken into supreme 
favour. 

But I wonder what has become of our faithful Gerard ; I 
thought that he would have been the first to come, and to 
throw himself at the feet of his hero. Indeed, my Harry, he 
would have tired any, who loved you less, with his praises, 
and perpetual talking of you and your exploits. O, here he 
comes 1 Step in Gerard. Is there any one in this company 
that you remember beside the family ? 

Gerard then advanced with a half-frantic aspect, and, 
kneeling and grappling at my hand, seemed desirous of 
devouring it. God be praised! he cried; God be praised, 
my noble, my glorions master, that I see you once again ! 
and above all, that I have the blessing of seeing you in a 
place where a throne of beaten gold should be raised to your 
honour. O, had I been here, all sorts of respects and wor- 
ahips, instead of indignities, should have been paid to your 
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deservingsl But I have provided for the liang-dog Jacomej 
I have tied him neck and heels, and tombled Mm into a dark 
vanlt. 

Ay, said I; but my good fiicnd, Gerard, I have not yeil 
got my share of satisfaction npon him ; pray, shew me when 
he is, I then foUowed Gerard to the pla^e where the deplor- 
able wretch was cast ; and, cutting all his cords, I led him^ 
back to the company, and warmly joined his petition fiw' 
pardon and restoration. ^ 

As soon as Jacorae and Gerard were withdrawn — ^Ab, my* 
brother I cried the marquis, what new name shall we find fbr' 
a man of your new character? MoreOTer, what shall we do 
for you? Yon have qiute overpowered us; we sink, w» 
diown nnder the sense ol" onr obligations 1 We have nothhig 
worth your acceptance save this simple wench ; and what it 
she in comparison of what we owe you ? — Ah ! I cried, she 
is that without whom all things are nothing ; she is the living 
treasure, the Rachel of Rachels ; seventy limes seven years 
were too short a service for hert I would not exchange thia 
little pearly joint of this very little finger for all the gems 
that grow in the minoa of India; and so sayiuff, I pressed 
the precious finger with my lips, while Louisa turned upon 
me an eye of such ineffable satisfaction and melting acknow< 
ledgment, aa sunk upon my soul, and wrapped it in elysium. 

Ay but, my Harry, said the marqnia, you ought not to 
prize your Louy aa much as me ; she did not fall in love with 
you at first sight, as I did. — How did yon know that, honest 
fiiend ? cried Louisa. Is there a necessity that our tongues 
as well as our blushes should be tell-tales ? Are maidens to 
trumpet forth their thoughts, like yoa broad-frooted men, 
whose ornament is your bold-Iaoedness ? 

Thus happy, above all styled happy upon earth, we joyed 
Bud lived in each other, continuing a mutual commerce of 
deiigbtful sensibOities and love for love. 
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IUhbI our blissful junto was soon to be broken in upon, 
s few daya, one of the royal pages came and intimated to 
tbe marchioness that his majesty required her immediate 
presence at court; and wo remained in a kind of fearful and 
fluctuating suspense till her return. 

Ab she entered, the consternation in her countenance 
instantly struck an alarm to all our hearts, O, my children t 
my dear, my dear children 1 we must part, she cried ; and 
that, too, speedily. Our hour of bliss is past ; our sunshine 
is over, and tbe clouds gather thick upon us, heavy laden 
with wretchedness. Alas I my heart misgave me evei since 
that inauspicious encounter the other morning. As we came 
from our villa a great funeral met us (a bad omen as I have 
heard) ; our carriage stopped to let them pass, and the car- 
riage of the Duke of Ne rs drove up beside us. As Sve 

remained within a few paces of each other, he gazed at 
Louisa with such enamoured intenseness as caused her to 
colour and turn aside. However, he accosted us not, nor 
inquired concerning us ; it seems our arms and Hvery were 
too sure an indication of our name and quality. In short, on 
my approaching the presence, the king affected to smile very 
graciously upon me, and said — I have provided, madam, a 
noble and princely husband for yom- daughter ; it is tbe Duke 
of He — — rs. — Ah ! I cried, bending my knee in a supplicat- 
ing posture, my daughter is already engaged, by bands of 
the most endearing and indissoluble obligations, to a man 
who has preserved tbe lives and honours of all our family ; 
to a man who, I trust, by his eminent courage and qiialities, 
will become the brightest jewel in your majesty's crown, — 
Madam, said he, severely, you must withdraw your election, 
I find I have ordered matters superior to your merits ; but 
my will is the law here, and shall be obeyed,— I rose 
dejectedly, curtsied, and witlidrew without reply. 
Ah I I exclaimed, on what summit does this rival hold his 
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abode ? I will instantly go and scale it, aod at once pot i 
end to liifi life and bis pretensions I My lady tbeo, tbrowii 
her arms about my neck, and pressing her lips to my check— 
What romance, saye she, is this? my Harry; would yon 
once figlit the duke and the king, and the whole army 
France ? No, my child, prudence reduces us to more salit 
tary, however deplorable, measures. We must part, m| 
Harry — we must part this very night, and my Louisa mna 
depart with you. My chaplain shall, this minute, unite yai 
by tie:! that death atone can sunder. Alas! my precious 
babes, I little expected that your ^ptiala should be celt 
brated by tears and waillogsl But better these than d 
nuptials. When yon are once joined, I shall care little fe 
myself. And, if we meet no more here, we may yet meel 
heteafter, as happily as the barbarians who tear us asunder. 

The chaplain was then summoned, and, having performed 
his office, no congratulations nor salutations ensued, save i 
kiss and a sigh of mine on the hand of my angel. The m.ii 
quis then called me, and drawing me down to him, he pressed 
mo ardently to his bosom, cried — my Harry! O n 
Harry 1 burst into tears, and dismissed me. 

Meanwhile, all was in bustle and huriy throughout ll 
palace. No festival was prepared, no bridal bed laid 
Horses, arms, and carriages, were all the cry ; and tl« 
marchioness, with an anguishing heart, but amazing resola 
tion, issued her orders with a presence of mind that seemei 
serene in the midst of tempest. 

I then sent for my brave fellows, witTi orders to doultdl 
their arms, and to double their ammunition. They camL 
accordingly. It was now within three honrs of day. AB 
was despatched — aU in readiness ; the carriages were at tbi 
gate. Silence sat on every tongue, and a tear on evei 
oheek. I threw myself at my mother's feet, I clasped, 
nJunc to them ; she wept aloud over me, but neither of i 
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irred a word. When, rendiDg m^'self away, I took my 

ibbing Louisa under my arm, seated her geutly in he»" 
chariot, placed myself to support her, and away we drove. 

When we got clear of the town, and were speeding on the 
way, my Louisa started and cried out — how fast — how 
very faat they take me from you, niy mamma ! Whither, 
whither do they carry me, perhaps never to return, never to 
meet again ? I answered not, but kissed her head, and drew 
her gently to mo, and she seemed more at ease. But, after 
a while, I felt her agitation at my bosom, and she eKclaimed 
— From my birth to this hour of woe, ray blessed mamma, 
never was I from those dear arms of yours 1 shall I ever, 
shall I ever again behold those eyes that used to look with 
such fondness upon me ? 

Here I could no longer contain, but taking her hands 
between mine, and weeping upon them, I said — Will you 
then, my angel — are you resoivcd upon breaking the heart 
of your Harry ? — no I says she ; no 1 not for worlds upon 
worlds would I break that dear and feeling heart, the heart 
of my heart, the heart of which I became enamoured. Sh9 
then leaned her head fondly over, and in a while fell fast 
asleep ; while my arms gently encircled and my soul hovered 
over her, as the wings of a turtle over her ncw-begottcn. 

When she awoke, and found herself so endearingly situ- 
1, she gave me a look that overvalued the ransom of a 
lonarcb ; she kissed my hands in turns, she kissed the skirts 
of my garments. O, sbe cried, I will endeavour, I will do 
my best to be more composed ! I know I ought not to 
repine. I am too rich— too happy. I ought to wish for 
nothing more, I ought to wish for no one more ; since my 
Hany is so near me, since I have him to myself. But — but 
— and hero her lovely lips began again to work, and the 
drops that trembled in her living brilliants could hardly be 
restrained from breaking prison. Soon after the grief of her 
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I overweighed her spuiis, and she fell asleep 
lliat opened of themselves to receive her. 

On settittg up for the nighl, I rejoiced to £nd that mf 
Louisa was something more easy; and that her repose onth« 
way had greatly deducted from the fatigue that I appri 
bended. 

At length we reaahcd Calais, and immediately sent to 
the beach to engage a ship for wafting us over to the lan^ 
of freedom and rights, but the wind was contrary. 

Meanwhile the day advanced towards evening, and mj 
Louisa and I sat together in the arbour of a little pleaaor^ 
garden that lay behind the house, when James came hasten* 
ing to ua and cried — Hide yourself, madam, for heaven'* 

sake bide youraclf ! Here is the Duke de Ne rs, with 

large party of the king's light horse. 

Poor Louisa started up and attempted to fly ; but shq 
trembled and grew ^nt, and sunk down agdn on her seat. 

James, said I, stay and take care of your mistress, then^^ 
, turning with hasty steps to the house, I recommGndod my 
spirit in a abort ejaculation, and entered, determined that 
the duke should accompany mo in death. His highness was 
in the parlour. I advanced fiercely towards him. So, sir, says 
he, you have cost us a warm chase — Heavens, what do I see I 
and so crying out, he threw himself back into an arm-chair, 
all panting, and his aspect working with distraction and 
disappointment. — Cursed chance ! be again exclaimed ; are 
you the man, Clinton ? Ah I I must not hurt you, I ought- 
not to injure you; but what is then to be done? Where 
have you put my Louisa ? But no matter ; let her not 
appear, let me not see her, I could not answer the con- 
sequence. I would be just if I could, Clinton. love, O 
honour, how you do distract me ! You refused my trea- 
sures and jewels, Clinton ; but then you have rent from me^ 
a gem more estimable than my dukedom. Help siunlH, help; 
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angels, help me to wrestle ^■itli myself ! Honour, virtue, 
gratitude ! O, compel me to be just ! Tear, tear me away, 
while there's strength to depart 1 Adieu, Clinton 1 you are 
recompensed ; Bhould we happen to meet again, I may assail 
yon without reproach. And bo saying, he rose suddenly, and 
rushed out of tbe house. 

I then hastened to seek my love, but had scarce entered 
the garden when I saw James on his knees before her, 
endeavouring to oppose her way to the house. But she 
cried — away, villain, let me pass ! They are murdering my 
lord, they are murdering my husband I 1 will go and perish 
■with him. Then, breaking away from him, she shot along 
like a hipwing, till, seeing me advancing, she sprung upon my 
bosom, crying— O my Harry I my Harry ! are you safe, 
are you safe ? and fainted away in my arms. 

The rest of my story, my lord, is no way material or en- 
tertaining. The serene of heartfelt happiness hsts little of 
adventure in it, and is only interesting to the possessors. 

Having settled my affairs in London, and carrying my 
Eden along with me, I passed into Holland to settle, and be 
qnit of matters there also ; for the world that I wished was 
in my holding, and all things else appeared either nugatory 
or encumbering. 

It was there that I met our Meekly ; and, taking a pleas- 
ant tour through the skirts of Germany, we entered France, 
and, leaving Paris on the right hand, we reached the mar- 
quis's countiy seat, situate near twenty leagues beyond the 
metropolis. 

What a meeting 1 what an interview 1 My Louisa sunk 
into tears for half an hour on the bosom of ber mother ; and 
the marquis would put mo from him and puU me to him 
again, all panting with transport, and insatiate of his 
It was too much of joy ; it was pleasure too 
The domestics would no longer be restrained from 
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Iheir share of the felicity ; they m^ed in, and, a 
ve bad be«D new descended diTinitiea, they dropped 
knees; tfaeyfell proetrate, and clung about i 
lect, oar hand^ our ganneDts, and broke forth into < 
tbough it bad been the house of monming and ] 
tioo. 

On retiring, they got my Lrouiaa'a Gerard to themsdyesi 
He now became a man of mighty importance among t~ 
They crowded abont him, and in a joint voice, but a distiaQi 
tioQ of questions, inquired after our travels, our adventure^ 
our good and evil occarreuces, and all that concerned as. 

The marchioness then coming, and casting her bononred 
arras around me, and weeping upon me, cried alood — Q 
HaiTT, my »>n, my son ! I delivered my daughter to 701^ 
even aa Edna committed her Sarah, of spedal trust, ts 
Tobias, and I see that yon have entreated her very kindlj', 
my Gott, my son ! 

As my Louisa now began to be apparently pregnant, I 
earnestly pressed my precious mother and brother lo accom- 
pany US to England -, the place where law was regent ; whore 
tliere was no apprehension of inquisitions or bastiles ; and^ 
where the peat^ant was gnarded, as with a bulwark of a 
mant, against every encroachment of arbitrary power, TTiey 
assented with joy ; and the marquis, going to his escritoir, 
brought forth bills to the amonnt often millions of livres, th^l 
produce of some concerns which he had disposed of for lb 
purpose. Here, my brother, says he, if I am not able to b 
grateful, if I am not able to be generons, I miU at least b 
juat ; here is the patrimony to which my lovely dster i 
entitled .^B lit I said to the marquis, my Louisa can admi^ 
of no accession of value. Keep your goods to yourselt 
Remember how Esau said to Jacob, I have enough, enough 
my brother; these things can add nothing to the abondano* 
of my bles^gs. — But then, he cried, yon must accept t 
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fl token of our loves ; and bo he conatnuned and impelled 
II npou me. 

Soon after we passed to London, where we continued 
some months, and where my Louisa was delivered of my 
little Eloisa, who waa said to be the beautiful likeneas of , 
her father. 

We then retired to my seat near Stratford, on the fivtal 
Avon, the chief of the landed possessions that Mr. Golding 
had bequeathed me, where we remained something upwards 
of five years, happy, I think, above all that ever were happy 
upon earth ; for my Louisa was perpetual festivity to our 
sight and to our hearts ; her eyes beamed with living and 
seulimental glory ; her attitudes were grace ; her movements 
were music ; and her sratles were taBclnation, Still varying, 
yet exhibiting the same delight ; like the northern aurora, 
she sfaono in all directions ; and she sported as though she 
had gone to heaven from time to time, and borrowed all her 
plays from the kingdom of little children. 

But she needed not to go to heaven, since heaven was 
ever in her and round about her, and that she eould no 
more move from it than she could move from herself. She 
had been, from her earliest years, the beloved disciple of the 
celebrated Madam Guion ; and the world, with all its con- 
cerns, its riches and respects, had fallen off from her, as the 
cloak fell away from the burning chariot of Elijah. She 
looted at nothing but her Lord in all things; she loved 
nothing bnt him in any thing ; and he was, in her heart, a 
pleasure passing sense, as well as a peace that passed under- 
standing. 

Our friends now prevailed upon us to accompany them, in 
our turn, to France ; together with our prattling Eloisa, who 
was become the darling and inseparable companion of her 
grandmother and her uncle. We ag^ took London in our 
way, I there renewed, for a while, ray old acquaintance 
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vith my fellows in trade, and they perBoaded me to join 
them in a petition to his majesty for the restoration of soma 
of the lapsed rights of their corporation, aa your lordship 
may remember. 

From Calais we turned, and by long but pleasant journeys 
at length arrived at the marquis's paternal seat at Languedoc, 
tiiat opened a delightfiil prospect on the Mediterraneui. 
And here we cootinucd upwards of five years more, even as 
Adam continued in paradise, compassed in by bliss from the 
rest of the world. 

During this happy period, I often pressed my dear mar* 
quis to marry; but he would take me to bis arms and aay 
— O my Harry 1 shew me but the most distant resemblance 
of our Louisa, and I will marry, and be blessed without 

In the meanwhile my angel made me the joyful &ther of a 
little sou, who was also said to be the happier resemblanca 
of hU happy £ilher. Then, though I had long disregarded 
the world and all its concerns, as I saw a family increasing 
upon me, and also conaidered the poor as my appointed and 
Special creditors, I resolved once more to return and Bettln 
my long-BuBponded accounts. 

As for the i:-nrchioness, she protested that she could not 
think of partiiJ^ with her little Eloisa, and that she should 
not be able to siu'vive her absence ten days. So my Louisa 
and I, and my liltle Richard, who was named after you, my 
lord, set out by stn, and after a favourable voyage arrived in 
England ; comforti'd, however, with the promise that our 
fiiends would join us as soon as possible in Britain. 

Within the ten subsequent months we received the joyful 
tidings that our brother was mai-ried to the third daughter 
of the Duke of Alenjon — that ihey were all in the highest 
triumph, and would speedily be with us in a joint jubilate on 
\e banks of the Avon. 
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)0u after, as my Louisa and I rode along the rirer, pleaft- 

a; ourselves with the prospect of a speedy union with per- 
sona so dear to us, and talking and laughing away at the 
cares of the^ covetous, and the ambition of the high-minded, 
a Ibwler inadvertently fired a shot behind us, and my horse, 
bounding aloft, plunged with me into the current, from 
whence however I was taken, and unwillingly reserved to 
years of inexpresable misery — of a misery that admitted not 
of a drop of consolation. 

Meanwhile my love had fallen, with a shriek, from her 
horee, and lay senseless on the sod. Some of my people flew 
back, and brmging a carriage, conveyed ua gently home, 
where my Louisa was undressed and put into a bed, from 
whence she never rose. Her fright had given such a ahoek 
to her blood and spirits as threw her into a violent fever. 

On the second day, while I sat with tho physicians by her 
side, James put in his head and beckoned me forth.— Ah, my 
dearest master ! says he, I pray God to give you the strength 
and patience of Job ; you have great need of them, for your 
calamities, like his, come all ic a heap upon you. Here is a 
messenger despatffled from France with very heavy tidings 
— that my sweet young lady, your darling EloJsa, was cast 
away in a sloop, upon a pirty of pleasure, and that the good 
old marchioness did not outlive her five days. Then lifting 
my eyes to heaven — Strip, strip me, my God ! I cried— to 
the skin — to the hone; leave but my Louisa, and I will bless 
thy dispensations ! 

On the next day, my little Dickey was taken ill of a severe 
cold that he caught, through want of doe attention during 
the sickness of his mother. As he was of a florid complexion, 
his disorder fell suddenly in an inflammation on hia lungs, 
and in less than twenty-four hours he went to join liis httio 
brothers and sisters in their eternity. Did I not feel these 
losses P Yes, yes, my friends, they wrung — they rent my 
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Titals; yet I still lifted my heart in an eager prayer, and 
repeatedly cried — ^Take, take all — even the last mite ; leave, 
leave mo but my Louisa, and I will bless tbcc, O my Cre* 
atorl 

Alas I what could this avail? Can an insect arrest the 
motion whereby the round universe continues its couratfP 
On the fifth day I perceived that the eyes of my Louisa — 
the lamps of my life — began to lose their lustre. The breath. 
that was the balm of all my cares and concems, grew difii- 
onlt and short. The rose of my summer died away on her 
cheek. All agonizing, I felt and participated her changes ;. 
and she expired while I dropped and lay senseless beuda 
her. 

I knew not what our people did with her or me afterward^,' 
For throe weeks I lay in a kind of do^g but uneasy stupor ;, 
neither do I recollect during that period when or whether I* 
received any kind of sustenance. 

At length I awoke to the poignancy and bitterness of mjr" 
situation. I did not awake to life, but rather to the blackest. 
gloom of the regions of death ; and yet it was from this depth 
and enfolding of death alone that my soul could Sud or would^ 
accept an alleviation of its anguish. 

earth I I cried, where is thy centre ? How deeply am 1 
sunk beneath it ! bow are the worms exalted over me ! how 
much higher are the noxious reptiles that crawl upon earth 1 
I will not accuse thee, thou great Disposer. I have had n 
day— the sweetest that ever was allotted to man; but O, ' 
thy part blessings serve only to enhance my present mise- 
ries, and to render me the most accursed of all thy crea- ' 
tnres I 

1 then rose, and threw myself along the floor, and my' 
iaitbful and valiant companions immediately gathered to me; 
but finding that I would not be removed, they cast theraselvea ' 
OJonnd me. 
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All light wae sliut* out save the glimmBring of a taper ; 
and for seven nights and seven days wo dwelt in silence, ex- 
cept the solemn interruptions of smothered sohs and wailings. 

At length my spirit reproved me. What property, said I 
to myself, have these people in my sufferings, or why should 
I .harden those who love me with my aSlictions ? I then 
constrained myselfj and went and took out a drawer. Hero, 
my friends, I said, here ia something that may help hereafter 
to dry up your tears. Divide these thousands among you ; 
neither these counters nor your services are now of further 
use. Fare ye well I— faro ye well I — my worthy and beloved 
hrothers ! God will give you a more gracious master ; but 
— but — such another mistress you never — never will find I I 
then took each of them to my arms, and kissed them in 
turns, and the house was instantly filled with heart-teai-ing 
lamentations. 

I now expected and wished to be left wholly aJone ; but 
James and two domestics remdned against my will. I then 
endeavoured to seem easy — I even struggled to appear 
cheerful, that I might communicate the less of grief to the 
voluntary sharers in my misery. O world, world ! I said to 
myself; thou once pleasant world, we have now bid a long 
and eternal adieu to each other ! From thee I am cut asun- 
der — thou art annihilated to me — and we mutu^y reject 
every kind of future commerce. 

Ah ! how much deeper was my death than that of those in 
the tomb — "where the wicked cease from troubhng, and 
where the weary are at rest 1" While I was dead to every 
relish of light and of life, I was wholly alive to all the gloom 
and horrors of the grave. The rays of the sun became an 
offence to my soul — the verdure of the fields, tlie whole 
bloom of nature, was blasted and blasting to my sight ; and 
I wished to sink yet deeper, and to dig a lower bottom to 
myself of darkness and distress. 

U* 
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I no longer regarded what the world thought of me, or 
what it did to mo j and I left my hairs And my nails, even a 
those of Kebuuhadaezsar, to grow like eagles' feathers and • 
birds' claws. 

My friend James, in the mean time, took a place for 
in this town, in order to remove me from scenes- that could 
only serve to perpetuate or aggravate my misery, by remind-' 
ing me of the blessedness that I had once enjoyed. Qe wa&. 
now become my controller. I was patient and pas^ve to^ 
any tiling — to every thing; and so he conducted me hither — 
I neither knew nor cared bow. 

In all tills time, though I panted afler a state of insei 
hility, even as a traveller in the burning desert thirsts after 
a cool and slaking stream, I never attempted to lay a T 
Isting hand on the work of my Creator. I did not evenj 
wish an alleviation of my misery, since my God had ap<( 
pointed that I should be eo very miserable. 

At length my spirit loso from its blackness to a kind of ' 
calm twihght. I called for a Bible, and, since this world 
was incapable of a drop of consolation, I wished to know if 
the next bad any in store. 

As I read, the whole of the letter and of the facta con- 
tained therein, appeared as so many seals and veils that , 
removed fcom before my eyes, and discovered depths under 
depths, and heavens above heavens, to my amazed appre- 
hension. I had no vision, no revelation of these matters ; 
but the conviction was impressed as strongly on my sonl aa t 
though an angel of God himself had revealed them to . 
me. 

How this came to pass I know not. Homer gives to bia 
heroes a sight into futurity, at the time that their spirits are 
breaking away from the shackles of flesh and blood : and it 
is not unhkely that the eye of the soul, when wholly turned 
from all carnal and earthly objects, can penetrate with the 
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greater scope and clarity into oonccms that are merely 
celestial and divine. 

I have now told you the whole of my dreary histoid, my 
friends, till I met with our Harry; and the rest our Harry 
can tell. 

But Harry was in uo manner of vein at present for enter- 
taining, or receiving entertainment, from any one. His eyes 
were swelled with weeping, his spirits totally depressed, 
and getting up, as with the burden of fourscore years on his 
shoulders, he retired slowly and silently to his apartment. 

On an evening, after coffee, aa the earl stood fondly fool- 
ing with his Harry, as one child with another, he turned to 
Mr. Clinton, and said — How came it to pass, my brother, 
that Jesus suffered near four thousand years to elapse before 
he became incarnate for the salvation of the world, although 
it was by him alone that the world could be saved ? 

We may as well demand of God, said Mr. Clinton, why 
he suffered near four days of creation to elapse before ho 
compacted yon glorious body of far-beaming light ; for this 
matter w.-is barely a type, and the sun hunself but a shadow 
of the Christ that was to come. — But did tho world want 
light before light became incorporated in its Dlustrious cir- 
cumscription ?— No, my lord. Jesus, who was from eternity 
the illumination of the dark immensity of natupe ; Jesus, 
who alone is the living light of spirit, soul, and sentiment, 
the perpetual fountain of the streams of beauty and truth, 
he Baid— Let there be light ; and instantly, through the 
darkness of a ruined world, the intemity of his ever-living 
light kindled up an exteroity of corporal irradiation, that 
has its eiBueuce from hira, and cannot be but by him. 

Now as a day ia as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as a day, in the sight of God, you see that the fourth day of 
creation, wherein the light of this outward world was com- 
pacted into the glorious body of the sun, precisely anaweri 



8n THE POOL OF QUALITY. 

to the four thousandth year wherein Jesua, tlio light i 
eternity, was to become embodied and incarnate in Ohrist 
the son of righteousness. 

But as the world wanted not light before the sun c 
his first morning in the cast ; neither did it want the n 
of salvation before the blessed doctrine of Messiah was pro- 
mulgod upon earth 1 

All sorts of sectarians, all persons of selfish and liltla^ 
minds, would make a monopoly of tho Saviour ; thoy woold' 
ehut him np into a conventicle, and say to their God — " Thiui 
far shalt thow go, and no farther." But he is not bo to be 
confined. The spirit of our Jesus bloweth wide and whera^ 
he listeth ; and he is at once both the purifier and redeemer,' 
as well of all nations, as also of a!l nature. 

Accordingly we see that the Turks, who are wholly nn-* 
blessed by true religion or liberty, who live the slaves of 
slaves, without a form of civil government, temporally sub- 
jeoted to the will of a tyrant, and spiritually to the worships 
of a sensual impostor, yet want not the feelings of our Jesm 
in their heart. 

Even the wild Indians, who never listened to the toll of a 
bell, nor ever were called into any court of civU judicature, 
these want not their attachments, their friendships, their 
family feelings, nor the sweet companctions and emotions of 
the human heart, by Jesus forming it to divine. 

The truth is, that people live incomparably more by ii 
pnlae and inclination than by reason and precept. KeasoS' 
and precept are not always within onr beck; to have their 
due influence, they require frequent inculcation and frequent' 
recollection ; but impulse and inclination are more than afc' 
hand ; they are within us, and from the citadel rule the out- 
works of man at pleasure. 

When the apostle, speaking of Christ, affirms that " there 
k*" no other name imder heaven whereby a man may be 



THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 32i 

saved;" and again, when he affirms that "those who have 
not received the law, are a law unto themselves ;" he intends 
one and the same thing. He intends that Christ, from the 
fall of man, is a principle of redemption in the bosoms of all 
living ; that he Is not an outward but an inward redeemer, 
working out our salvation by " the change of our depraved 
natare ;" that in and irom hira alone arise all the sentiments 
and sensibilities that warm the heart with love, that expand 
it with honour, that wring it with compunction, or that 
heave it with the story of distant distress ; and that he alone 
can bo qualified to be judge at the last day, who from the 
first day to the laat was internally a co-operator and witness 
of all that ever passed within the bosoms of all men. 

Hence it is, that although the Christian countries have 
received the two tables of the laws of Obrist, his external as 
well as internal revelation, each witnessing to the other that 
the God of our gospel is the God of our nature ; the nations, 
however, who are strangers to his name, yet acknowledge 
his influence, they do not indeed hear, but they feel the pre- 
cepts of "that light which lighteth every man who cometh 
into the world." 

My dearest brother, said the earl, my conceptions are quite 
clear with respect to the omnipresence of Christ's divinity ; 
but as his body is circumscribed by external features and 
lineaments, I can form no notion of its being in several 
places at once ; how then will it bo, I pray you, at and after 
the last day ? Will he be present to, and approachable only 
by, a select number of the saints ; or will he go certain jour- 
neys and circuits through the heavens, blessing all in rotation 
with bis beatific presence ? 

Is not the body of yonder sun circumscribed, my lord ? — 
Most certainly. — It is now, said Mr. Clinton, at a distance of 
many millions of leagues from you; and yet you see it as 
evidently, and feel its influence as powerfully, as if it were 
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^^^pntlnn yottr reach. N'ay, it ia more than within your reaohf 
^^B|t ig within your existence : it supplies comfort and life to 

your animal body and life ; and you could not survive on 

hour without its influence and operations. 

»Now this is no other than the apt type and prefiguring pro- 
mise of what Christ will be to his new-begotten in the resor- 
reotion, "when corruption shall be swallowed up of glory, 
and mortal of immortality." The same blessed body which, 
for the redemption of commiserated sinners, went through 
the shameful and bloody process of scourges, thorns, spit- 
tings, and bufferings; which hung six agonizing hours on 
the cross ; which descended into the grave, and thence 
opened the way through death into life, and through time 
^^ into eternity; even this body shall then shine forth in 
^^Lineffabte beauty and beatitude, in essentially commnmca- 
^^Ktive grace aud glory, through the height and through the 
^^K depth, through the length and through the breadth, 
beaming wide beyond the universe, from infinity to 
inSnityl 

• Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will then become coembodled 
in this divine body; they will be the repletion of it ; they 
will operate all things by it. To bring tlio Creator nearer 
to hia creatures, the invisible godhead will -then become 
visible, the infinite circumaoribed, the unapproachable acces- 
sible, and the incomprehensible comprehended, within the 
humanity of our Christ. 

Then will his cross be exalted, for an ensign to the circling, 
bending, and worshipping universe; bis wreath of thorns 
will kindle all nature with the dartings and castings forth of 
its coruscations ; and the reed of mockery will become the 
sceptre of unlimited domination ! 

From his five wounds shall be poured forth incessant floods 

of glory and wide-diffusing blessedness upon all his redeemed : 

^adoring worlds, in self-abjection, shall strive to sink beneath 
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the abjection that became their salvation : these CTer-appa- 
rent ensigos of so dearly purchased benefits, shall inevitably 
attract the ivUla of all creatures ; they shall cause all hearts 
and affections to rush and cleave to him, as steel-dust rushes 
to adamant, and as spokes stick in the nave whereon they 
are centred. There shall be no lapse thenceforward, no fall- 
ing away, for ever; but God in his Christ, and Christ in his 
redeemed, shall be a will and a wisdom, and an action and a 
mightiness, and a goodness and a graciousness, and a glory 
rising on glory, and a blessing rising on blessedness, through 
an ever-beginning to a never-ending eternity. 

O brother, brother, brother ! esclaimed the earl^I am en- 
raptured, I am entranced 1 I see it all, I feel it all. I am 
already, with all my corruptions, with all my transgressions, 
desirous of being crushed to nothing under the foot of my 
Kedcqmer. But ho comforts instead of crushing me, O 
that I were this night, this very moment, to be dissolved, 
and to be with my Christ 1 

That night the caii was quite happy, and pleasant and 
affectionate, even beyond his custom. He said and did 
every thing that conld be endearing to hia Hariy, and to 
his friends. He caressed them at parting for bed. He smil- 
ingly shook himds with all the domestics that approached 
him ; and in the morning was found dead, without any 
notice or warning to the servants who attended and lay in 
the room, 

A sudden and grievous alarm was instantly given through 
the fanuly, and quickly reached the town, and spread through 
the adjacent country. 

Harry fell upon his father's tace, and wept upon him, and 
kissed him, and wept aloud, and kissed him again, crying — 
My ather 1 O, my fether! 

And they laid his remains in a plated coffin, under escut- 
cheons and a sable canopy of velvet ; and the house and 
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the court were circled irith mourners from aU parts ; and 
they monrned for him fifty nnd nme days ; and on tin 

I sixtieth day he was deposited in the fiunily tomb ; but Hr, 

\ Cliutoo would not permit Harry to attend the funeral of hb 

I lather. 

Our hero was now the master of niilliona, approaching 

, the prime of youth, glowing with health, action, and vigonr 
— of beauty incomparable, beloved of all who knew biitt,' 
and the attraction and admiration of every eye whi 

I passed. Yet all these advantag'ea, with all liia higher acconv 
pliahmenta, became an matters of no value ; they sunk and 
sickened to his sense, while he felt a void in bis bosoni, eager 
after he knew not what, sighing he knew not why ; keen and 
craving in bis desires, yet pining and languid in the want of 
possession. 

What is the matter, my love ? said Mr. Clinton. My deai 
brother died in a good old age. Such things should he ex' 
pected ; we know that they must be ; and we ought Dot to 
grieve oa persons who are without hope. 

True, sir, said Harry; and yet it is a very melancholy 
thhig for a poor man to reflect bow very rich he was a very 
little while ago. I lately had a dear brother, a dear mother, 
and the dearest of lathers ; but where are they all now ? I 
look around the world and see nothing but yourself therein ; 
and — should you, too — should you, too^here Harry could 
no more. His uncle also broke into tears at the thoughts 
of parting with his beloved Harry, though it were to join 
his Louisa. 

My Harry, says he at last, we have yet too precious trea-' 
Burea left upon earth, if we did but know where to find 
them : it is your cousin, the Countess of Maitland ; and the 
brother of my Louisa, the Marquis d'Aubigny. Let us go 
" t search of them, my son 1 Next to my Louisa, they ars 
1 loveliest of all living. They abound in all human and 



THK TOOT. OV <JUALnT. 



divine affections, and will caress us with kindred and corres- 
ponding hearts. 

Soon after they set out for Franco, and, by a roundabout 
tour of short hut pleasant journeys, arrived at Paris, whore 
Mr. Clinton ordered his large retinue to his ancient inn ; and, 
taking only two footmen, he and Uarry went in their poat- 
chsuse to the marquis's palace. 

On the ringing of the bell, and the opening of the gate, a 
Bingle domestic came forth. Mr. Clinton perceived tliat all 
was dark in the hall, and this instantly gave an a'^iiin to his 
ever-ready feelings. 

He alighted, however, and stepping, with Lis Harry, up 
the fliglit of marble — Where is your master? says he; 
where is my brother, the marquis ? — Heaven bless ns ! cried 
the fellow, are you my master's brother? I have heard a 
deal of and about your lordship, though I never was so happy 
as to see your face before. Ho! he continued, and rung 
another bell, come all of you ! Attend the brother of your 
lord I attend the present master and lord of your household I 

Immediately the palace was in commotion, the parlour and 
hall were lighted np, and all seemed to have acquired a set 
of wings to their motions. 

Mr. Clinton looked with eagerness at each of the domestics, 
eodeavouring to recollect the features of some old acquaint- 
ance ; but all the feces were strange to him. — Pray tell me, 
my friends, says he, where is your master ? where and how 
are he and his lady ? are they still in good health F has be 
had any children by her ? 

Please your honour, said an elderly man, my master's first 
lady died of childbirth, and her infant perished with her; but 
he is since niarricd to one of the loveliest women in the 
world. He is gone, a year since, on an embassy into Africa ; 
his lady would not be left behind. We lately heard from 
^i3m ; they ai'e both in health, and we expect that less than 
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n month will bring Ihem safe to us. Indeed, the Bum of 
praycra is for their happy and speedy return. 

Wliatl BMd Mr. Clinton, are there none of my old ftieai 
not one of our ancient domestics, to bo found ? — Please yoi 
lordship, Jacome, the whiteheaded steward, is still left; Imi 
though in good health, he is very little more than half alWi 
— Pray, go and tell him that au old friend of his is here, am 
would he very glad to see him; but don't do things sa< 
denly, and be very tender and careful in bringing him to 

Old Jacome was wheeled in, wrinkled, pale, and paralytiej 
and, all enfeebled as he sat reclining in an easy-ch^r, faA 
■ seemed to recover life and new spirits as they brought him 
forward. — Bring me to hira 1 bring me to him I my eyes are 
wondrous dim. Bring mo closer, that I may know if it is my 
very master indeed ! Bring me but once to know that it is 
his sweet pardoning face, and then let me die with all my 
sins upon me! I care not. 

Mr. Clinton then toot him very lovingly by the hand — ^My 
good fnend Jacome, says he, we are both growing old, I 
find ; I rejoice, however, to see you once more upon earth, 
O I cried the old man, a well-known and a sweet-lunod voio 
is that voice. It is you, then — it is you yourself, my master 
Alas ! for all your losses since last we parted. 1 have got 
salt rheum in my eyes of late, and I never thought of yo 
but it began to come down. 

Here Jacome, sobbing aloud, provoked the joint tears o 
his attending fellow-servants, though they had never bee 
partakers in the foregoing calamities further than by the em 
whence they were now recollected and carried home to the! 
hearts. 

My lord, saya Jacome at last, I am not the only one thi 
remains of your old servants. Your Gerard, too, who (blesi 
ings on his hands) once tied rae neck and heels — Gerard 
too, is forthcoming, and near at hand. Tour 
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derful bounty made a gentlemaa of him at once, and he is 
now ill a high way, with a wife and three children, A 
hundred and a hundred times have we washed your remem- 
brance with our tears; and indeed I think your honour 
ought not to Bend for him, lest be should suddenly die, or 
run distracted at your sight. 

In the mean time one of the lackeys had offidously gone 
and informed Gerard of the arrival of hia patron. He eame 
panting, and rushed forward, as it were, to east himself at 
the feet of his lord ; hut stopping suddenly, ami drawing 
back some steps, he nailed bis eyes, as it were, on the face 
of Mr. Clinton, and, apreadiug Iiis hands, cried — You live, 
then, my lord I you still live, my dearest master ! You sur- 
vive all your deaths and sufferings, and the weight of ten 
niountains has not been able to erusJi you! the times — 
the times, my master, never more to return 1 Will there be 
such times in heaven, think you? Will there be such angels 
there as we once lived with upon earth ? 

Here he clapped his hands together, and set up such a 
shout of bitter lamentation as was enough to split the heart 
of every hearer, and in a manner to split the graves of the 
persons whom he deplored. 

As soon as Mr. Clinton and his two old friends had parted 
for the night — ^Tell me, my dear sir, said Harry, are there 
differcot kinds of grief; or is it merely that grief affects ua 



When I wept for my dear father, my mother, and brother, 
my affliction was anguishing and altogether bitter, without 
any species of alleviating sensation to compensate my misei'y. 
But it was far otheswise with me to-night. When I grieved 
in the grief of youi* bid and faithfiil domestics, I felt my hoftrt 
breaking, but I was pleased that it should break ; I felt that 
it was my happmess so to grieve, and I could wish a return 
of the same sweet sensations. 
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The reason U tbb, my love : When you lamented yom 
parents, you lamented yourself in yonr private and personq 
losacs ; your affliction was juat, it wns natural, it was lau^ 
able ; but still it was confined ; it participated but little *i 
the emotion that is excited by the affliction of others; ant 
the anguish waa the keener by bang nearly limited to yoB 
own bosom, and your own concerns. 

Gut in the griefs of my old and loving servants this nielli 
you became wholly expanded ; you went beyond, yon weni 
out of yourself; you felt, without reflection, how dellghtfii 
it ia to go forth with your God, in his social, generous, 
and divine sensibilities ; and you delightfully felt, my Harry 
that such a house of mourning is more joyous to your soi 
than alt the festivals that flesh and sense can open before 
yon. 

And now, my child, I will finally aud at once for all 
open the very horrible and detestable nature of Self in 
soul. 

Self appears to ua as the whole of onr existence ; as tl 
snm-total of all in which we are interested or concerned. 
is as a Narcissus, self-delighted, self-enamoured. It desirt 
it craves, and claims as its right, the loves, attachments, ai 
respects of all mankind. But does it acquire them, my 
Harry? O never, never! Self never was beloved, nevw 
will be beloved, never was honourable or respectable in t^ 
eye of any creature. And the characters of the patriot, the 
hero, the friend, and the lovor, are only so far amiable or 
BO far reverable, as they arc supposed to have gone f^rtb 
from the confines of self. 

As Mr. Clinton proposed to wait the return of the niarqnis, 
he employed the mean season in endeavours to amuse liia 
darling, and to dispel the cloud of melancholy that contiauod 
to hang over him. 

For this purpose he went with him to Versailles, and W 
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the mnay other elegant eavirona of Paris, Hs also shewed 
him the Tuileries and other pubho walks, where our hero 
becaino oppressed by hia iuvoluntiiry attraction of all eyes 
upon him. 

One night, happening to go to the play without the com- 
pany of his guardian, aa he aaaa forth with the crowd a uar- 
riago was opened for him, which he took to he his own, nnd 
in he stepped, and away he was taken. 

In the mean time Mr. Clintun waited supper for him, aud 
began to grow uneasy wlien tho clock struck twelve. At 
last his carriage and servants returned, with tidings that thoy 
stayed for hira above an hour at the theatre after the play was 
over ; and had ever since been in search of him, to no pui'poHe. 

Though Mr. Clinton was by nature of an intrepid spirit, 
and was still more assured by his reliance on Providence, 
he yet found himself agitated Jn a very alarming manner. 
He therefore retired to his closet, and there, on his knees, 
fervently commended his Harry to the protection of his God. 

At length the clock Btrnek three. Soon after the bell was 
heard from the hall ; and Harry entering, with a page in a 
rich livery, flew like lightning ap-stairs, and cast himself into 
the bosom of his patron. 

My father, my father I he ciied, I have been in sad panics 
for you. I knew the love that you bore to your good-for- 
nothing Harry. But indeed I could not help it. I could not 
get to you till this instant. I have been a prisoner, sir, 
and here ia my dear deliverer. 

As soon as they were somethmg composed, and all seated, 
Harry proceeded to satisfy the impatience of his uncle. 

As I came out of the theatre, ruminating on a passage in 
one of Racine's tragedies, I found a chariot in the spot where 
I had left my own, and stepping heedlessly into it, I was 
Boon set down, and, hastening through the great hall, flew 
up-BtairB to salute you. But think how I was surprised, 
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when I suddenly found myself in the moBt Bumptiious chau 
ber, perhaps, in the universe. It was wmnscoted will 
mirrorB of the most perfect polish, whose plates were arif 
fully buttoned and buoJtled together by diamonda and other 
gems of a moat dazzling lustre. 

All astonished, I recoiled, and was going to withdra^ 
when I was met by a lady who gracely accosted me, — Havfl 
you commands, sir, says she, for any one in this house ?— 
thousand pardons, madam ; I perceive my error. I realljj 
thought I was set down at my own lodgings. — No greaj 
offence, sir ; but now that I look at you again, I thjnt yoi 
ought to pay the forfeit of your intrusion, by giving lae < 
hour of your company at least. — Ton must escuBO i 
madam, my guardian would be under the moat terrifyinj 
alarms for me,— A fig for guardians 1 she cried. Ton a» 
now my prisoner ; and nothing leas than my friend ] 
with bis army at his back, shall be able to take you out oi 
ray hands. 

So saying, she rang a beH, and immediately a folding-dooi 
of panelled looking-glass flew open, and shewed nstoanotbd 
apartment, where a supper, composed of all the elegancfll 
of the season, was served wp as by magic, and lay iuming oi 
the table. 

She then took mo by the hand, and, having gracioual|( 
seated me, placed herself opposite. A number of Bervantl 
then vanished on the instant, leaving a dumb waiter of ailva 
behind them. 

Sir, said she, we are not to have any further companji 
Tou alone were CTpected, you alone are desired ; all otbes 
are forbidden. 

In short, I have seen yon often at the public walks ait 
theatres, Tou did more than strike my fancy ; you Idd hoi 
on my heart. I inquired every thing about you. I Itnoi 
your rank, title, uid fortune. I made use of this nig] 
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Stratagem to decoy you to me ; and, though there are few 
-women in Europe of equal opulence or dignity, I think I 
cannot much demean myself by an alliance with a sweet 
fellow whom I so ardently love. But come, our supper cools. 

I gazed at her with admiration. She waa indeed the most 
finished beauty I ever beheld ; and I was inwardly flattered, 
and in a manner attached to her, by her partiality in my 
fiivour. 

After supper, and some futile and insignificant chat, she 
drew her chair nearer to rae. What say you, my lord, says 
she fondly ; am I to live, or to perish ? 

Ah, madam I I cried, love is as a little bird ; if you cage 
it, it will be.it itself to pieces against its prison. Not that 
I regard your late threats of confinement ; my own arm is at 
all times sufficient to deliver me from your thraldom : but, in 
truth, I am partly become a willing prisoner to you, and 
time may, possibly, reconcile me to your different customs. 

What customs, I pray you ? — Why, madam, the ladies in 
my country use no paint except the rouge of nature's 
blush, and the paleness of chastity. Love also, in England, 
is a kind of warfare between the sexes, just such as once hap- 
pened between the Parthians and old Rome ; our ladies con- 
quer by flying, and our men are vanquished while they pursue. 

Persons, sir, of a certain rank, said she, are dispensed with 
from confoiming to little matters of decorum. However, 
if you will endeavour to adopt the manners of my country 
I will do my best, on my part, to conform to those of yours. 

So saying, she drew her chair quite close ; when, by an 
involuntary motion, I put mine further back.— Don't be 
alarmed, my lord, says she ; women of my condition know 
always where to stop. — Right, madam, said I ; bat possibly 
you miglit not be quite so successful in teaching me where to 
be stopped. 

Cold-constitutioned boy ! she cried (indignantly rising snd 
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colouring), your bed lies yonder ; you may go to it, if yoi 
like, &nd ruminate till morning on the danger of slightJi^ 
and insHltitig a princess. So saying, she swept haughtily 
of the room, and locked me id. 

During an hour after she had withdrawn, while I walkecl 
about, considering what I had to apprehend front the threat! 
of this extraordinary woman, I heard a great bustling in and! 
Cibout the palace; but within another hour all was quiet ani 
Btill again. 

I then conceived thoughts of attempting my escape. But 
again I held it beneath me to be caught in the manner ; i 
BO I resolved to wait till morning, and then to force my ] 
sage through her guarda in open day. 

In the mean time, I imagined that a paQcl in the waiDf 
stirred; and soon after it was removed, and myyoung friend 
here entered my chamber on tiptoe. He beckoned me ■ 
silence, and, taking me by the hand, he led me through tl 
way by which he came. 

We then descended a narrow pair of back-stairs, atfj 
groping along a dark entry, he cautiously unbolted a doi 
that opened into a garden ; and, hurrying with me acroBS, bo 
unlocked another door that opened to the street, and out ivs 
got lejoicing I 

Soon after we met a party of the guards who were patrol- 
ling the streets ; and putting a few pieces into their hand, 1 
requested their safe convoy, and they conducted us home. 

My lords, said Pierre (for that was the page's name), it 
would he extremely dangerous for you to remain auothei' 
day, or even till moniing, in Paris. The princess is the 
most intimate friend of Madam JSIaintenon, and through her 
can do what she pleases with the king. During my red- 
dence with her, she grew tired of two handsome lovei-a ill 
succession ; but they told no tales, and no one can yet tell 
irbat became of them. 
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Mr. Clinton was quite of Pierre's opinion. He instantly 
nent for hia people. Ail was hurry, pack, and despatch, and 
towards dawning they set out on a road that led to the Can- 
tons. But, changing' their course again for several sacces- 
Bive mornings, they arrived at Calais by a long tour of near 
five weeks' travel. 

Mr. Clinton set up at his old inn, and after dinner the 
host entered to pay Lis compliments. Have you any news, 
landlord ? — Nothing at present, my lord ; all is quiet again. 
But here has been a fearful bustle about three weeks ago. 
The king's army came down in pursuit of a young English- 
man, who run away with a lady of quality from Palis. For 
my share, continued he, looking earnestly .it Harry, I fear 
that you pretty young English lada will hardly leave us a 
lovely wench in the nation, Harry looked quite secure, 
being wholly innocent of any present design on the sex ; but 
poor little Pierre turned as pale as the table-cloth. 

I remember, continued our talkative host, that just such 
another affair happened when I was a boy and servant in 
this house. Here came a young Englishman, just such 
another sweet fellow as this before me ; and he brought with 
him an angel of a creature, the like of whom my eyes never 
did, nor never shall open upon till they close in death. After 
him came one of our great dvikea, with a party of the king's 
army, and terrible things were expected. But they made it 
up in a manner I know not how, and my Lord Anglois car- 
ried off his princ in triumph. Mr. Clinton stooped his head, 
and dropped a silent tear, but held no iurther converse with 
our landlord on the subject. 

That evening a gale sprung up, and, going on board, they 
were safe anchored before morning in the bay of Dover, 

They then mutually embraced ; and Harry, catching his 
beloved deliverer to his bosom — We are now upon English 
gronnd, says he ; welcome lo my arms, ray dear Rerre, no 
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longer tay I»ge or temnt, but mf ftiend wid my brother I 
Ton cannot coDceive what pain joar officiousness hu 
hUherto coat me; but there mmt be do more of this. Yon, 
■hall hereafter be- ser^'ed and attcaded as I am ; nay, I mj- 
■elf will gladly ser\-e you to the utmost of my power, and. 
the extent of my fortune. 

Ah, my lord ! cried the lovely Kerre, if you depriv* m9^ 
of the pleasure of serving you, yoa deprive me of all tho, 
pleasure that the world can afford me. If you inew tha 
delight I find in being always about you, in watching your 
thoughts and motions, in looking into your fine eyes, and , 
there reading your desires before they rise to espres^on, , 
you oould not find in your heart to deprive me of each a 
blessing. — Well then, said Uarry, r^iug him fondly in hia 
anna, our future contest shall be, which of ua shall serve the 
Other with most affection and sedulity. 

After dianer, the evenbg being calm and shiny, Harry 
took his Pierre with him along the shore that stretches 
under the stupendous chffs of Dover. They had not walked 
fer, when, getting out of the sight of people within the wind- 
ing of a creek, a man advanced towards them, and, taking 
out a pistol, called to Harry, and ordered him to throw 
down his purae. Our hero did not regard liis money ; but,, 
thinking it an mdignity to be robbed by one man, he put bia. 
hand to his sword. Ilereupon the villain cocked and levelled, 
his pistol ; and the faithful Pierre, observing that he wa». 
going to fire, instantly jumped in between his master and; 
danger, and received the ball into hia own bosom. 

Harry saw hia darling drop, and flying all enraged at lh»^ 
robber, ho ran him thrice through the body, and pinned him. 
to the ground. Then, flying aa swiftly b.ack, ho threw bim-n 
self by the side of hia dying Pierre, and, gently raising hi* 
languishing head, placed it fondly on his bosom. 

Ton are wounded, my friend — dangerously wounded, I 
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fear, Bays Harry, — Yea, my lord, I am wonnded just as I 
could wish ; and I would not exchange my present Weased 
death for the longest and happiest life that the world could 
bestow. But it is time to undeceive you, and reveal a secret 
which nothing but death should ever have extorted from 
me, I am not what I seem, my moat beloved master I I am 
a foolish and fond girl, who at the first glance conceived a 
passion for you. My name is Maria de Lausanne, I am 
niece to that bad woman whom you justly rejected. But 
what did I propose by this disguise ? First, your deliver- 
ance, my lord, and that I effected. But did I further aspire 
to the honour of your hand ? Far from it — far from it. I 
felt my own unworthinesa ; I did not think you could be 
mated by any thing less than an angel. But then to see you 
—to hear you — to serve — to touch — to be near you — to fix 
my eyes on you unheeded — and, if possible, to win your 
attention by the little offices of my fondness — this was my 
happiness — the whole of the heaven that I proposed upon 
earth. I have had it— I have enjoyed it, and I ought to die 
content. But, alas 1 to part from you — there is the pang of 
pangs ! O, if this day merits any thmg by the offer of my 
own life for the preservation of my beloved, then cause my 
chaste clay to bo kindly deposited in the tomb of your ances- 
tors — that — when time shall come — my dust may be neigh- 
boured to your precious dust and "there sleep in 

peace — beside you — till we spring together from cor- 
ruption to glory and immortality! 

During these short sentences and difficult reapirations, 
Harry could answer nothing. He was suffocated by hia 
grief; but, puttmg his speechless lips to the fading lips of his 
Maria, be drew her latest breath into hia own affectionate 
bosom, and angels instantly caught her spirit into the regions 
of purity, of love, and of faith unfailing I 

Harry then, plucking up strength from oppression, and 
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^^M courage from despair, pressed hia lips to the pale and nnfeet 

^^^ ing lips of hia lover, and cried — Yes, my Mai-ia, our dvst 

^^H shall be joined, and I feel that our spirits too shall shortly 

^^H be wedded! Then raising her tn his arms, and prei^sing her 

^^H to his bosom, be bore her to the towD, while he poured 

^^H upon her all the way the two foimvains of his 

^^H When be got to the inn, and cam« to his uncle — Hero, sir, 

^^B said be, I present you with a very precious little burthen — ■ 

^^1 a bartben that lies much heavier on my heart than it did !□ 

^f my arms. He then related to Mr. Clinton the whole of what 

had passed ; when, heavily sighing, and shedding a tear, Mr. 

Clinton cried — Ah, my Harry, I would to heaven that your 

Maria liad lived 1 her beauty — her services — but above all 

■ the excess of ber love, made her truly deserving of you. 
Harry ordered a carriage on purpose for himself and his 
beloved. She was deposited in a coffin hurried up for tho 
occasion ; and, notwithstanding all the remonstrances and 
entreaties of hia parent, Harry proved a rebel for the first, 
time, and would not be divided from his Maria till they 
leached London. 

There our Harry ordered a coffin of unalloyed and beaten 
silver to be prepared for her reception ; and, though near 
five days had passed since the departure of her spirit, het 
chaste flesh remained as pure and uutamted as that of a lamia. 
newly slain. 

While they were putting her mto her solemn repository— 
Ah, sir I said Harry, I pretend not to compare with you ; 
your losses, I own, have been greater than mine. You are 
a man, like your divine Master, wholly made up of sorrows,; 
and acquainted with killing griefs. But still you must allow 
that, for my little time, I have had a competent share. It 
matters not, I am reconciled to them. 1 begin to be please^ 
m'tb them. And, indeed, joy is become my utter aversion 
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while I think on this loved creature, who willingly bled and 
died for my sake. 

As Harry thouglit it his duty, so he thought it to be his 
delight, to weep and lament his Maria. But passions seldom 
are permanent ; and time, though it may not wholly eflace, 
daily wears away an insensible -portion of the deepest im- 

Harry caused the coffin of his deliverer to be exalted on a 
cabinet in his bed-chamber, that it might be always in his 
eight. But the familiarity of affecting objects daily lessens 
their force ; and Harry, week after week, began to contem- 
plate the repository of the loved remains of his Maria with 
abating affliction. 

In the mean time, Mr. Clinton received a letter by the 
French mail, in answer to one which he had left for his 
brother-in-law at Paris. And this letter informed him, 
under the marquis's hand, that he had returned from his 
embassy to the court of Morocco, and that he and his lady 
would be shortly in England, And at the bottom he found 
written in a different character, " Will it be any satisfection 
to see them accompanied by your once loved — FANNY 
GOOD ALL?" 

We have found them, my Harry ! he cried ; we have found 
them, our long and far-sought friends 1 the two treasures 
whicK our God had graciously laid in store for the comfort of 
U3 poor people who have lost all beside ! But don't let us 
do them the disgrace, my son, of meeting and receiving 
them with tears and dirges. Let mc then prevail upon you 
to permit your feithful Pierre to bo conducted by some of 
our people, with an honourable tiTUn of undertakers, to En- 
field, and there to be treasured up in your family vault, 
where I shall speedily join her, and wherennto even my 
Harry must finally adjourn, Harry wiped his eye, and said 
—Be it as you please, my father I 
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^^m Within the following fortnighl, Harrj', attended by his 

^^B P^g^i pot '^^ ^ footmanUl^e frock, and gripping his qnacter- 
^^M Btafl' of polished yew, took a walk towards the custom-houss 
^^B to inquire if any French vessels had lately arrived, in hops 
^^H of tidings respecting the Marquis and the CountesB of 
^m Maitland. 

^^P As he approached the wharf, he ohserved a crowd all in 

^H^ motion, and shouting as in the midst of some affray. Imiiie> 

diately he hastened up, and, making way through the savage 

populace, perceived that they were iasultmg, beating, and 

■ dragging a number of unhappy foreigners, without any- 
apparent provocation, save that their garb, complexion, and 
language were different from their own, the very reason that 
should have induced them, to have treated these abused 
strangers with courtesy and kindness. 

On the instant his humanity was at once melted by com- 

^^ passion and fired into rage ; while a lady, who stood with 

^K her woman on the stairs, cried out in accents of the bitterest 

^^M distress — One hundred, two hundred, five hundi-ed pounds, 

^^M to any one who will save my poor people t 

^^M In little more than twenty seconds, Harry kid near as 

^^P many of the a:! sailing mob maimed or sprawling on the area; 

^H^ and advancing on the crowded spectators with a threatful 

and agile whlil of his staff, they fell back in a hurry upon 

each other, and, dispersing, left our hero peaceable master 

of the field of b::ttle. 

I Then turning to the bruised and bleeding strangers, ha 
raised some, and supporting others, conducted them all to 
the feet of their lady. 
While he approached, she eyed him over and over in mute 
and wondering astonishment, — I think myself happy, madam, 
says he, in having dona some small service to a lady of your 
feir and noble appearance ; of what country, may I presume f 
— Of England, sir, says she ; and I am ready to present yon 
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with five hundred pounds, in recompense of the gallant, the 
miraculous rescue, you so seaaouably brought to me and my 

No, madam! said Hany smiling, my circumstances do not 
lay me under the smallest temptation of setting any instance 
of humanity to sale. But I shall not be easy till I see you 
and your attendants safe out of the reach of these London 
barbarians. 

He then called to some porters, and throwing tliem a par- 
cel of silver, ordered them to bring all the coaches they 
could muster, — And go you, says he to hia page, go to the 
shipping, inquire after the friends that I told you of, and 
then folloiv mc to the Whitecross tavern in Cheapside. 

The coaches came, and Harry assisted his porters in carry- 
ing, helping, and gently stowing the maimed and the wounded 
into some of them. He then handed in the lady ; and next, 
coming to a blackamoor boy, who had a coronet of diamonds 
inserted in bis cap, he oSered to lift him iu. But the yonth, 
bending one knee to the dust, and seizing on Harry's 
hand, eagerly and repeatedly kissed it, crying out in 
French — Heavenly, heavenly creature I and then, breaking 
into tears, he sprung into the coaoh, and sat down by the 
lady. 

Our hero then bestowed the four female attendants, with 
such luggage as was brought on shore, into the remaining 
coaches. Then grasping his quarterstaff, and ordeiing the 
porters to attend, he guarded and escorted all safe to the 
Wliiteeross. 

The firet thing he then did was to order private apart- 
ments for the lady and her attendants. He next despatched 
the waiters for all the surgeons in the neighbourhood. He 
then locked the room whore he saw the luggage safe lodged ; 
ordered a sumptuous dinner to be prepared aa soon as 
possible ; and, l^tly, discharged the coaches and porters 
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who poured their partiug blessings npuii hia head ^ and all 
this ho did with wonderful despatch, for Harry was bow in 
the wide element of hia beneficence, as a whale in the ocean, 

Three surgeons then came, and our hero, putting five 
guineaa apiece into their hands, desired them to examine 
and dress their patients j and stay till he heard the delight- 
ful tidings that none of them were incurable. He then sent 
up to the lady to desii'e permission to attend her. She rose 
and met him as be entered. — Child of heaven! said she, 
from which of the orders of angels have you descended ? I 
have heard as well as seen what you have wonderfully done 
for us. Madam, said Harry, endeavouring to turn the dis- 
course, I would not advise you to remove your people for 
some time : I have ordered beds and apartments for them in 
this house, where those that are tolerably well may assist 
the doctors to attend their sick fellows till all shall be re- 
Stored. In the mean time, I have sent to my father's for his 
coach and chariot, to convey you and this young gentleman 
and your woman to our house, where you can want no ser- 
vants, since my father and I, and all, will he truly and ten- 
derly your servants. — We are your property, fur, said ihs 
lady, dispose of us as you please. 

In a little time after, dinner was served up, and Harry» 
happening to turn his head, perceived the black youth by 
stealth kissing the hat and pressing the gloves to his bosom 
that be had laid on the table. 

Whatever the darkness or deformity of any aspect or 
person may happen to be, if the sentimental beauty of soul 
shall hurst through the cloud upon us, the dark becomes 
light, the deformed quite comely, and wo begin to affect 
what was lately our aversion. Thus it was that Harry 
found himself suddenly and inevitably atlauhed by the two 
recent proofi that this outlandish youth liad given of his 
MSeotion. 
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Being all sealed, Harry looked earaeatly at the yonng 
Moor, and tdraing to the lady, said — I now perceive, maJam, 
how ridiculous all sorts of prejudices are, and find that time 
and obserration may change our opinions to the reverse of 
what they were. I once had an aversion to all sorts of 
blades ; but I avow that there is something so anuable in the 
foce of this youth, and his eyes cast such a lustre over the 
darkness of his countenance, as is enough, as Shakspeare has 
it, to make us in love with night, and pay no more worahip 
to the gaudy sun. 

The Moor hereat smiled celestial sweetness, and joy 
beamed from his eyes, and throughout hia dimpling aspect. 

But who can you be, my sweet fellow? said the lady; who 
are the picture, the image, almost the thing itseXt, that I was 
so sadly in love with five-and-thii-ty years ago ? — Why, 
madam, said our hero, you could not have been bom at that 
early day.— Ah, you flatterer ! says she, I am turned of forty. 
— But pray, madam, who waa he that was so happy as to 
attract your infant affections ? — His name was Harry Clinton, 
— Why, madam, Harry Clinton is my name. — HaiTy Clinton, 
Harry Clinton ! screamed out the lady, and started up from 
her chair. — Yes, madam, I am son to the late Earl of More- 
land ; and I almost dare to hope that you were once the en- 
chanting Fanny Goodall. — ^Yes, my lovely kinsman, I am 
indeed your Fanny Goodall 1 

Harry then sprung forward, and, seizing her hand, kept it 
dwelling on his lips. But, disengaging it, she opened her 
arms and clasped him to her bosom, and wept over him as a 
mother would over a long-lost son; while the young Moor 
ran and danced about the room like a mad thing, clapping 
hands, and springing like an antelope, almost to the ceiling. 

When they were something composed, the Moor caught 
the lady about the neck, and kissing her, cried— Joy, joy, 
my dearest madam, the greatest of all joys ! Then, turning 
^^^^^ 15* 
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to OUT hero, he took each of his hands in tarns, and pressed 
them to his lips ; while Harry, kissing his forehead, cried — 
My brother, my brother I 

When they were again set to dinner, the page entered. 
My lord, said be, I have been all along the quays and the 
shipping, hoi can leam no tidinga of the Marquis D'Aubigny, 
nor of any French family save that of the Duchess Bouillon, 
who thia morning came up the river with a nnmerous 
traia. 

Well, says Harry, our happiness has been already quite 
■ufficient to the day. To-morrow may crown our wishes 
with full success. 

No, my love I said tlie lady, yon cannot see the marqnia 
for some time. The truth is, that you find in me, your 
Fanny Goodall, the Marchioness D'Aubigny and the Duchess 
de Bouillon. But these matters shall be explained more 
clearly when I am blessed with the sight of your preoiooB 
uncle. 

News was now brought that the carriages were at the 
door ; when, taking a hasty bit or two, they visited and left 
orders for the care of the sick and wounded, and then set out 
in a hurry for Piill-Mall. 

When they arrived, the duchess hastened in, inquiring for 
Mr, Clinton ; and when she came where he was, she cried 
out as she advanced, and as he rose to receive her — Tour 
Fanny, your Fanny Goodall, my cousin t and, throwing her- 
aelf into his arms, dwelt there for a minntc. Then recoiling 
a while, she looked fondly at him and cried — Tour sbter 
also, my brother; yonr sister D'Aubigny! the wife of the 
brother of your heavenly Louisa I Then, clasping him to 
her arms, she broke into tears ; and, again quitting hira, sat 
down to quiet her emotions. 

Mr. Clinton, having seated himself affectionately besida ■ 
ir, said — These are -wondrouB things that you tell ms, my 



precious sister ! By what miracle have these blessings been 
brought about? 

I aiu too much agitated at present, says she ; let me have 
a little coffee, and the matter shall be unravelled. 

As thoy were settling to the tea-table — Give me leave, air, 
said the duchess, to introduce my little black companion to 
your notice. He is a sweet fellow, I assure you, notwith- 
standing his completion. He is child to our royal friend the 
Emperor of Morocco, who has intrusted him to our guard- 
ianship for his travel and education. However, he might 
have come by his sable outside, his father, the great Abena- 
min, is the least of the tawny of any man I saw in Africa, 
and his mother is one of the fairest and finest women that 
ever opened a pair of living diamonds to the hght. But, my 
brother, I shall more particularly recommend him to your 
regard, by telling you that he is an exceedingly pious Christian. 

She then turned, and, taking the little Abenamin by the 
hand, led him up and placed him before her brother ; when 
the youth, suddenly dropping on his knees, looked up to 
Mr. Clinton with eyes that spoke love and reverential awe, 
and besought his blessing. 

The old gentleman found himself surprisingly affected, 
and, lifting np his hands, cried— God he gracious to you, my 
child, and make your soiil as bright as your countenanoe is 
sable I and may the Sun of righteousness shine with power 
upon you, and soon disperse or illumine every shade that is 
about you ! The prince embraced his legs, kissed his knees, 
and arose. 

Soon as the coffee was removed— You may remember, my 
dearest cousin, said the duchess, in what a harry I last 
parted from yon. Mr. Fairface, with whom the bulk of my 
fortune was deposited, went off with above a hundred thou- 
sand pounds of my substance, beside four times that value 
intmsted to him by others. 
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^^H I traced him to Paris, and there he liad the iinpudenoe to 
^^^ft give mo an interview ; but, at the eamo time, had the impn- 
^^^1 denoe also to bid me defiance. 

^^^1 Immediately I commenced suit, and e^nt despatch to 
^^^P London for my papers and witnesses. 

^^V On the opening of my cause in court, I was summoned by 
^^H the title of Countess of Maitland, otherwise Frances Goodall. 
^^^ On hearing the name, a gentleman who was near me stai-ted, 
^^^H And turning and coming up — Pray, madam, says he, are you 
^^H Igpy way related to the Honourable Harry Clinton, who once 
^^H VGut by that name in this city ? — I am, sir, said I, almost the 
^^H nearest relation that he iias upon earth. — He is, madam, my 
^^H dearest friend and brother. Pray speak to your advocates 
^^V to postpone your suit for a few days, till I am informed of 
' the nature and merits of your cause. 

This was accordingly done. He desired to know where 
I lodged, and in less than an hour Ms chariot was at my 
door. 

Except yourself, my cousin, the marquis had the most 
lovely and winning aspect and person that ever I beheld. I 
soon convinced him of the equity of my demand, and of the 
Tillainy of my trustee, and made him perfect master of the 
Ti-hole affair. But he still continued to visit and to stay with 
me a considerable part of every day, under colour of being 
better informed touching this and the other particular ; the 
remsuning time was spent in soliciting for me. 

• At length a hearing came on; and, after a short trial, 
honest Fairface was cast in principal and double costs. Ho 
was instantly taken into custody, and put under confine- 
ment, till he discharged ithe whole amount of the judgment 
in my favour. No sooner was one suit over, wherein I was 
plaintiff, but another was commenoed, wJierein I happened 
to prove but a very weak defendant. The marquis now 
became solicitor for himself, but with such a sweet tiuuditjr 
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as seemed to doubt and greatly dread the succesa of his 
cause. 

I could not refuse my time to him who had devoted the 
whole of his time and assiduity to me. We spent whole 
days together. But O, what floods of tears did that time 
often coat both him and me, while he pathetically and feel- 
ingly related your history, from the place where you broke 
off to the death of your Louisa, and your precious infants 1 

I believe, my cousin, that as grief is a greater softener, so 
it is a greater cementer, of hearts than any other passion. I 
gave the marquis, in my turn, my little story, and dwell on 
every tender minuteness of my infant passion for you, — Ah, 
said he, what a pity that a heart so susceptible of all divine 
and human feelings, should sit as a lonely turtle, without a 
suitable mate I 

I took him for that mate, my couain ; and in a husband 
I found the truest and tenderest of lovers. I became preg- 
nant, for the first time in my life, and was delivered of a 
sweet and promising little fellow, whom we left at nurse in 
our country-seat, while I attended my lord on his emhaasy to 
Morocco. 

But here I must stop, my brother ; I am under the positive 
interdiction of an imperial thing called a husband, not to 
divulge a word further, till he sees you face to face. But I 
trust that he has blessed tidings for you, my brother; ho 
says that he otherwise would not have dared to present him- 
self before you, after his loss of your Eloisa. 

Mr. Clinton smiled careless, as at the impossibility of any 
consoling event upon earth. Again, smiling archly — I pro- 
test, my sister, said he, you appear to me to grow younger 
for your years. I see no manner of alteration, save that you 
are something plumper, and not quite eo slender as when we 
parted. But pray, when may we expect my brother? In 
about two months ; at present he la engaged with the king^ 
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who is extremely fond of him, and lately created him a dobe, 
on aocODDt of the services which he rendered the state in 
Africa. We received your kind letter, my dearest brother, 
St Paris, but wondered who the sweet fellow could be who 
was said to accompany you. 

In the mean time, our hero and the young prince were in 
dose combination. Abcnamin stepped about and abont 
Harry, and toyed with him, and twisted the curia of his care- 
less locks around his fingers. Then turning and looking 
fondly up in his face — Ah, how fair, says he, does this black 
visage of mine show in those fine eyes of yours! — It is in 
truth, said Harry, so fair in my eyes, that I would not 
exchange it for fifteen of the fairest female feces in Britain. 
The prince then caught hie hand, and pressed it to his bosom. 
— But what ahali I call you ? says he. You are a great lord 
in this country, p.ud in my own country I am greater than a 
lord. But I hate the formality of titles between friends, and 
I will call you my Harry, provided yon promise to call me 
your Abenamin, — A bargain, says Harry; let us seal it with 
& kiss! — No, do! says the prince, we never kiss lips in 
Africa; but I will kiss your head, and your hands, and your 
feet too, with pleasure. But tell me, Harry, what makes 
yon so mighty clever a fellow ; will you teach me to "be a 
clever fellow also ? — ^Ay, that I will, says Harry, and to beat 
myself too, provided you promise not to hit me over hard. 
Abenamin laughed, and aimed a httle fist as though he meant 
to overturn him. 

As soon as Harry's grief for hia late Maria would aUow 
him to associate, ho had been to seek his old friend and 
tutor, Mr. Clement; hut he found only a single domestic at 
home, who told him that the old gentleman had been some 
time dead, and that the family were lately gone to take poa- 
sesmon of a new seat that they had purchased in the coimtry. 

However, as Harry found himself quite happy in the 
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present society, he sought do further acquiuntance or amuse- 
ment in London, In leaa than three weeks the retinue of 
the prince and the ducbesa were well restored; and they all 
set out for Enheld, there to await the wished arrival of the 
duke. 

On the third day, while they stopped at a village to repair 
the fractured harneaa of an over-niettted horse, Harry took a 
walk with the prince along the road. In their way they 
came to a long and waste cottage, where they heard the 
confused clattering of junior voices. Harry stepped to the 
door, and looking in, perceived about forty or filly hoys 
ranged on benches of turl^ while a man of a pale aspect sat 
on a decayed chiur, instructing them in their lessons. 

Your servant, sir, says Harry. Pray, what language do 
you teach? — I can teach Latin and Greek, too, sir; but the 
people of this country choose to confine themselves to the 
language of old England. — If I am not too free, sir, pray, 
what is your name? — Longfield, so please your honour. — 
Longfield ! Longfield I I have surely heard that name before. 
Pray, wcro you ever acquainted with a naan called Hammel 
Clement? — Hammel Clement, sir? Yes, sir; and with a 
wife by whom he is greatly dignified. 

Your friend Clement, says Harry, is come to great fortune, 
and, I dare answer for him, would be nearly distracted with 
joy at your sight, and would gladly divide his substance 
with you ; but, if you please, you shall be no encumbrance 
upon hJs growing family. You shall instantly come with me ; 
and, as Pharaoh said to Jacob — Regard not your stuff, for 
the good of all my lands lies before you, my Longfield ; and 
I rejoice more in acquiring sucb a heart as yours, than if I 
had acquired the possession of a province. 

Harry then called a few of the neighbours in, and giving 
them some guineas, to be changed and divided among the 
children, in order to enable them to see a new master, ha 



, Ki 



TllK VOOl. I 



r QVAIATI, 



f 

^^H and Abonamin took the threadbare Longfield on each side 
^^H under the arm, and carried him away. 

^^^P When they came to the tiiru that led to the mansion- 
^^^^ house, Harry perceived with much pleasure that the two 
^^H echool-housCB, which he had put in hand before the death of 
^^V his father, were now completed. They stood opposite to 
^^^ each other, with the road between them. Their fronts were < 
^^K ol* hewn stone, and a small cupola rose over each, with bells 
^^H to summon the children to meals and to lesson. 
^^^1 Ilei'e, Longfield, says our hero, is to be your province. 
^^^V Tou are to superintend these schools at a salary of three 
^^M hundred a-year ; and I will soon send you with proper means 
^^M throughout the country, to muster me a hundred chosen 
^^r children of each ses : for I yearn to be a father, Longfield, 
and to gather my family of little ones under my eye and my 

As soon as thoy alighted, Mr. Clinton and his Harry otioe - 

I more welcomed the duchess and her Abcnamin to their home 
and their hearts, and the late house of mourning became a 
house of joy. 
Above aU, Abenamin inspired mirth and good-humour 
throughout the family, and melancholy Had before bim 
wherever he turned. He was daily inventive of new mattei-a 
of entertainment. Ho danced African dances for them with 
wonderful action and grace, and he sung African songs that 
imitated and exceeded the wild and inarticulate warbltags of 

• the njghtbgale; bo that he became the darling and little 
idol of the whole household. 
Harry had sent for the town-tailor, and got Longfield . 
fitted with three or four suits from his father's wardrobe. 
He then sent him on his commission, in company with Mr. 
' Trustly, the agent, whom ho ordered to shew him the ooua- 

try, to introduce him to the several families of the peasantry, 
sad to furnish him with whatever sums he should call for. 
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Id the mean time, our hero and Abenamin became inaepa* 
rable. He made the prince a present of his little dreaaed 
jennet, and at times rode out with him, and taught him the 
manfge. At other times they would run and wrestle, and 
play a hundred gambols through the walks and the gardens. 

Did you ever see the chase of the antelope, Harry? — Not 
1, truly. — Tou shall not be long so, says the pi-ince. Go, 
gather me all the house — man, woman, and child — before 
the door liere. You shall be the huntsman, and 1 will be 
the antelope ; and, if any of your people can catch me in a 
mile's running, they shail have my cap for a kerchief. 

Immediately the whole posse was summoned, to the 
amount of about sixty persons, male and female ; and Mr, 
Clinton and the duchess, hearing what they were about, 
came laughing to the door to see the diversion, 

Harry then gave his royal antelope about fifty yards law ; 
then cried— Away! and instantly all heela and all voices 
were loosed after him. 

The prince then turned, and bounded over a ha ha, that 
was sunk on the right side of the avenue; then clearing 
several other obstacles, whereby he threw out the greatest 
number of his pursuers, he at length reached the fields, and 
shot away like an arrow. 

Our hero's huntsman headed ahout nine foreign and 
domestic footmen, who still held the chase, though at a dis- 
tance, while Abenamin led them a round of about a mile. 
Then, turning short homeward, he came flying up the 
avenue, with only the huntsman and two followers pufilng 
far behind. At length, reaching near the door, the prince 
threw himself precipitately into the arms of his friend, as it 
were for protection, crying — Save me, my Harry I save your 
little antelope I 

Mr. Clinton and the duchess then successively embraced 
the victor, and wished him joy.^ — I prot«Bt, Harry, cried Mr. 
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^^1 Clinton, I will bet a tiiouaand pieces willi you on tlio head 

^^^P of my Abeuamin ag^st yoar famous Polly Truck. 

^^m That night, aa our hero eat with the prince ia lib apart- 

^^B meul — Have you ever been in love, my Harry ? saya he, — T 

^^^ confijBs, Baid Harry, that I have had my twitches and ten* 

^^^B denoies that v 

^^H He then related to liim the tragedy of his ^thful Maria, 

^^H which coat the piince the drenching of a hankerchief in- 

^^H Ah ! exclaimed the prince, never—neyer wiU I forgive 

^^B your Maria her death I Why was it not my lot, by somff 

^^V severer doom, to prove to you the superiority of my fiiend- 

^^^ ehip and affection ? — What I cried Harry, would yoii not 

^^^ leave me a single companion upon earth ? When my Aben-' 

^^H amin quits the world I shall also bid it adieu. 

^^H When their grief waa over, the prince took his friend by 

^^B the hand and said — I have a sister, my brother — a aister 

twinned with mo in the womb, and as fidr as I am black. 

AH AlHca is pleased to hail her as the beauty of the uni- 

^^ verse ; but the truth is, that I think but poorly of her. The 

^HL duke brought her with him to France ; and, should he bring 

^^M her to England, beware of your heart, my Harry I for,' 

^^H though I am prejudiced against her, she is the idol of all 

^^H others, who bow doivn to her as before a little divinity. This 

^^M has made her so excessively vain, that she holds herself of »• 

^^M diffi:rent species from the rest of mankind, and thinks th^ 

^^U homage of the world nothing less than her right. And □ 

^^M my Harry, though I earnestly wish to be allied to you by a' 

^^M tie, nearer if possible than that of friendship, yet I would not' 

^^M wish my own happiness at the e.Tpeuse of your peace ; anf 

^^B GO I give you timely warning against this dangerous atid^ 

^^^ haughty girl. 

^^H Oui' company had now been upward of six weeks at the 
^^^^mansion-bonse. Harry hitherto had never examined anf' 
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part of Uie country, or any part of Lis own estate, above a 
mile from the house; wlierefore— leaving his friend, A^na- 
niin, in bed, in the presumption of bia being tired with bis 
last day's fatigue — he issued early forth, accompanied only 
by bis huntsman and hia agent's runner, who knew and was 
known every where. 

With their staffs in their hands, they crossed and quar- 
tered the country at pleasure, without let or obstacle. 

At length they came within prospect of a house sump- 
tuously fronted, and of a happy situation. Harry stopped 
here with pleasure, comparing, as he approached, the 
acquirements of art with the advantages of nature : when a 
servant issued forth, and humbly besought him to walk in. 
Hariy heard the voice of music. — What is your master's 
name ? says he, — Fielding, so please your honour, and we are 
this dry celebrating the nuptials of bis son, the young squire. 

The master of the family met our hero at the outward 
door. Harry receded at recognizing the face of the Mr . 
Fielding whom he had seen at Hampstead ; but, taking no 
notice, walked with him into the house. 

Breakfast soon after was ushered in ; and Mrs. Fielding, 
and Ked, with his blooming and blushing bride, came to the 
table. 

Harry chuckled and rejoiced at heart, but still took no 
notice; when, after some cursory conversation, Ned looked 
at him with an eager disturbance, and cried— Bless me ! my 
heart tells me that there is something in that face which is 
not quite unknown to mc. If I could think, after my many 
and late inquiries, that my patron was alive, bating the dif- 
ference of years, I should verily believe that you were 

Your Hariy Fcnton 1 cried onr hero, springing up ; your 
Hai-ry Fenton, my dear Ned I 

Harry then opened hia arms to receive his friend, while 
Ned leaped and catohed at him, as the grappling-iron of a 
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cors^r woulil citeli at a abip from wliidi a great prize WM 
expected. 

All the family then, bo highly as they bad been ohiiged by 
our hero and his father, struggled who should be foremost ia- 
iheir acknowledgments and carcsBCs, 

After dinner, UaiTy rose to take his leave ; but they aQ 
got in a group and opposed his passage, telling him he must be 
their prisoner for that night, — I consent only on this condi- 
tion, said ilairy, that you all promise to dine with me to- 
morrow.^Why, pray, sir, where do you live ? says Mr. 
Fielding, At Enfield, with the young Earl of Moreland, 
saya Uarry ; but he has a great friendship for me, and thai 
house is as it were my own. 

Much company arrived in the evening, and the ball 
opened and held till late. But our hero declined dancing 
that his friend Nd might stand forth peerless in the eyes of' 
his bride. 

Harry rose by the dawning, and fooled Jt in an hour to 
Enfield. He flew u^i-stairs to salute the family, but foimd 
no one save Mr. Clinton, irom whom he received at once a 
warm blessing and embrace. 

Where is the .duchess, sir, and my friend Abenamin — ' 
Gone, Harry, says Lis uncle, about breakiast-tima yestep-' 
day. 

A courier arrived with the joyful tidings that my brother: 
was on the road, and ho my sister and the prince hastened to 
meet him. By this time I suppose they are all on their 
return. And now take care of yourself, my Harry. Tho 
duke brings with him tho sister of our Abenamin, the fair 
princess Abenaide. The duchess tells me that a lovelier 
creature never beheld the light; so that you must guard' 
your heart with double bars against the power of this beauty.^ 
— ^he is vain and diadainftil, sir — excesdvely vain, I am 
told; BO that her pride will prove an antidote agunal 
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the poisoD of her charms. However, I will haste to meet 
and welcome your most noble brother, 

Harry was mounted on a haughty charger, that was 
bought when a colt in Mauritania ; he was white as new- 
feUen, snow, save a black main and tail, and throe large 
blood-like spots on the off-shoulder. He was bo perfectly 
instructed and subdued to the manige, that he seemed to 
have no will save the will of his rider ; while Harry's least 
motion, like electricity, informed every joint and member. 

The princess came foremost in an open chariot drawn by 
four spotted Arabians, and the eye could scarcely support 
the brightness of the wonderful beauty who sat within it. 

Harry bowed twice as he approached, hut she scarce 
deigned a perceptible nod of acknowledgment to hia salute. 
Our hero felt himself piqued. — Proud beauty 1 thought he, 
I thank you for your timely prevention of a passion that, 
perhaps, might have proved unhappy to me. He then 
passed forward with afieeted carelessness to salute the duke. 

When he came up, the coach stopped, and Harry, flying 
from his saddle, approached the window, while his steed 
stood trembling but motionless behind him. 

My lord, said Harry, seizing the duke's hand and respect- 
fully kissing it, if you were sensible of the joy that my heart 
receives from your presence, I think it would make you 
nearly as happy as myself, — My sweet fellow, said the duke, 
I have often heard of you at Paris, aa also by the letters of 
my love here ; my longing at last is gratified, though my 
wonder is increased. 

But madam, says Harry, what have you done with my lit> 
tie playfellow? what's become of my Abonamin ? 0, cried 
the duchess, laughing, he is forthcoming I warrant you ; but 
what has so beivitchcd you to him? I think you could not be 
fonder if he were a mistress, — True, madam, .answered 
Harry, sighing ; I never look to have a mistress that I shall 



love half as well ; but pray put me out of palD, aD<l let me 
know where he is. — Be pauified, said the smiling duke, he i^ 
not far off; and here is my hand and promise that yon shall 
Bee him before night. 

Our hero then turned and vaulted on his horse : the ioacfa 
■now began to move, and Harry put hia wand to the flank of 
lus horse, who, turning his head to the carriage as of his own _ 
accord, moved sidelong towards Enfield with a proud bnt^ 
gentle prancing ; while the duke cried out — ^Look, lookl O^ 
the boy, the graceful, lovely boy I 

While our hero attended the carriage of the duke, th»' 
priucess and her train had got to the house and alighted,' 
while Harry opened the coach-door, and banded oat the' 
noble p:ur, who alternately kbscd and took him to their 
arms. Mr. Clinton then came forth and received them alf 
with transport. But Harry, under some pretence, walked^ 
away rnminating, in order to avoid the disdainful regards of, 
the young lady. 

In the mean time, our company, rejoicing and caressme 
each other all the way, had got slowly, though very lovingly, 
to the great mansion-parlour. The duke then respectfully 
taking the young lady by the hand — Permit me, brother, 
says he, to recommend to you my lovely ward, the fair Prin- 
cess of Morocco. The lady then gently bent one knee to-i 
wards the ground, while she received the cordial bleadng^ 
and salute of the old gentleman. 

They then took theii- seats. When Mr. Clinton, while h^ 
looked more earnestly on the princess, grew suddenly a£Fect-i 
ed, (ind called out for a glaaa of fair water and hartshorn. 
When he drank it, he found himself in a measure restored} 
and lifting his hands, he cried — I protest one would thiat 
that nature had copied this young and lovely creature fronS 
an image that has Iain impressed upon my heart near theaei 
forty /ears. 
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You &r« in the right my brother I exclaimed the -duke ; i* 
is even as you Hnrmise. Allon* me then, once more, to intro- 
duce to you the counterpart of our once adored Lotusa ; to 
introduce to you my niece, and your owu offspring, my 
brother — even tbe daughter of your still Uvmg and ever 
precious Eloisa 1 The princess then sprung forward, and, 
dropping precipitately at the feet of her grandfather, ebe put 
her face between his knees, and seizing both hands, she 
bathed them with her tears, crying — My father I O my 
father ! my dear, my dearest father I how inexpressibly 
blessed I think, myself to be the offspring of Buch a iather 1 
Mr. Clinton then raising her, and seating her fondly on his 
knee, and grasping her to hia bosom — I will not ask, lie 
cried, how these miracles came about ; it U enough that I 
feel the attraction which pulls you into my heart. And so 
saying, their tears flowed and mingled in a happy emotion. 

Go, my angel, Baid Mr. CUnton, and take yonder seat, 
that I may view and delight my soul with your sight at 
leisure. My eyes begin at these years to see best at a dis- 
tance. 

At length the soil voice of our Harry was heard in the 
hall ; and the duke, whispering bis brother, requested him 
for a little time, to take no notice of what had passed. 

Our hero then entered, bowing respectfully and gracefully, 
but carelessly, towards the side where the princess sat. He 
then took his seat beside the duke, and bending fondly to 
him, and seizing a hand with both his hands, he pressed it to 
hia lips and cried — Welcome, welcome, my dearest lord, to 
the house and the hearts of yonr truest lovers I 

Then, giving a glance to the ^de where the princess sat, 
he canght a glimpse of her attractions, and sighing, said to 
himself— O the pity, the pity I But no matter ; her pride 
ehail never suffer a single charra to take place ; and so think- 
ing, he turned his eyes aside. 
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Mean time, Abenaide arose with ns little noise as a h 
&om her seat ; and stealing round, like a cat circamventinj 
S mouse, she came behind Harry's chair, and reaching, a 
covering an eye with each of her hands, she turned hia hea 
to her, and made a sound with her lips as though she hai 
kissed him. Harry opened his eyes in utter astonishment 
while in a twinkling, standing before him, she chuckled i 
laugh, and cried — My Harry 1 what, have you forgot mo: 
Don't you remember your old playfellow, your little Iriea 
Abenamin f 

HaiTy's eyes were now opened, in the midst of the hni 
and agitation of hia aoul. At a glimpse he took in the whol 
oppression of her beauties ; and casting himself^ quick as i 
glance of lightning, at her feet, he seized the hem < 
robing and glued it to hia mouth. 

At length, lifting up his eyes, he cried — Ah ! what are ^ 
these wonders to me, or my happmess, nnlesa my Abenamtl 
will also become my Abenaide ? — That, replied the princeaa 
ia not at my option : there sita my lord and father, at whosi 
disposal I am, 

Harry then rose, and throwing himself at the feet of h 
revered patron, embraced his loiees in silence, while Mn 
Clinton cried out — Yea, my Harry, I understand you ; no 
thing shall ever be wantmg to the happiness of my darling 
that the power of his tender parent and loving uncle c 
effect I I can have nothing in heaven or earth that ia n 
the property of my Harry. Harry kissed his hands ai 
sprung up. 

Mr. Clinton then continued — I aver I am still in a labjn 
rmlh. Did you not eay, my Abenaide, that yon were also ooi 
Abenamin ? — I did, my father, says she, but I did not da,ti 
to avow myself. Ah 1 what a painful struggle did thj 
restriction cost me, while I panted to catch and to cling t 
your hoBonred feet ; while I used to look and gaze npon yoi 
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nnperoeived; while my heart swelled with afecUon, and my 
eyes with restrained tears ; and while I kissed in aeoret the 
book that you read, and the ground that you trod on. 

Abenaide then sat down, and Harry, lightly throwing 
himself on the groand beside her, looked beseeuhingly 
around, aud cried — My lord — my dearest lady — out still 
precious Fanny Goodall — can yon vouch — can ye warrant 
that I am safe in this matter ? Then looking up to the prin- 
cess, and drinking her in — No 1 he cried, you cannot engage 
it ; I feel that I shall perLsh in the very ecstasy of the expec- 
tation of being united to her. 

Just then Mr. Meekly came in. He had been long and 
far away, upon many a blessed tour of doing good through 
the earth. But as soon a^ he learned of the arrival of his 
beloved patron and young lord, he rode post to embrace 
them. 

Harry sprung from love to friendship, and, catching him 
in his arms, cried—O my Meekly, my dearest Meekly 1 how 
seasonably yon come, to temper by your advice the insuffer- 
able transports of ray soul I Behold the regent of my heart 
— behold the queen of all my wishes I 

Meekly then fixed liU eyes upon the princess, and soon 
after esclainied— Gracious father I what do I see ? Can the 
Louisa be resuscitated, and new raised from the dead? O, 
then, it must be so — she must be her descendant. No one 
save ray peerless patroness could produce the likeness of my 
patroness. But how this blessed miracle was brought about 
is the question. 

That is my question too, my dear Meekly, said Mr. Clin- 
ton, if my most noble brother would be so good as to solve 
it. — I will gratify you, gentlemen, s^d the duke, in as few 
words as possible. Meanwhile the princess withdrew. 

On my embassy to the court of Morocco, I had several 
private interviews with the emperor before my credentials 
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^^M were opened ia public. I had the good fortono to be liked 

^^B by biin, BO tbat be suffered no day to pass vitboul seeing 

^^1 me. His name was Abonamin ; be was accouDtcd a great 

^^B capt^ ; be exceedGd all in bis domiDiona for grace of person 

^^K and beauty of aspect ; aud tbat which rendered him still more 

^^B BiagoUr was, that he had given liberty to all the ladies of bis 

^^H seraglio, and for many years bad kept constant to the reign,- 

^^B ing saltana, said to be the most exquisite beauty ou earth. 

^^M As we grew more intimate, in the exuberance of bis affec- 

^^M tion for his empress be could not refraiu from speaking of 

^^r her to me ; and he promised tbat, before I departed, I sbonld 

see and converse with her — a grace, bo said, never granted;; 

to any other man. 

^^ At length the day being appointed for my public entry, X 

^^L rode through the city attended by a sumptuous train, and^ 

^^M alighting before tho palace, advanced to the hall of audiencei.i 

^^f The emperor was seated, with his sultana at bis right haail». 

upon a throne of ivory. As aoou as I had approached the 

presence, and began to open my commission, the empress 

gave a great shriek, and fell over in a swoon upon the bosom 

»of ber husband. 
The royal Abenamin instantly turned pale as death — ^toro 
off her veil with trembling hands to give her air — and called. 
me to his assistance, as it is accounted profenation for any 
Moor to touch the person of the empress. But O heaven !• 
O my friends 1 think what was my astonishment when, in 
the pale fece of the queen, I beheld the loved features of ouTj 
darling Elolsa ! 

The court broke up in confusion, and her women camei 
harrying with drops and essences. As soon aa she recovered, 
she opened ber eyes upon mo, and reaching out her arms, 
and catching me to her, she cried — O my uncle, aij dearest 
uncle I am I so blessed, then, as to behold you before I 
ozpire ? 
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The monarch, in the meim time, looked upon me with s. 
jealous eye, and twice put his hand to the haft of his dagger, 
bat checked his rising indignation till he should have the 
mystery of his queen's behaviour explained. The women 
then raised her up and bore her to her apartment; while the 
emperor, turning to me with no very friendly aspect, ordered 
me to follow him. 

When I had attended a considerable time in the ante- 
chamber, he came forth with a serene and joyous counte- 
nance, and embracing me, cried — O my friend I my deal 
kinsman ! how transported I am to find and acknowledge 
you for such; the parent of my angel becomes a part of 
myself 1 

He then led me by the hand into the bedchamber of my 
Eloisa, whei-e we renewed our caresses without restraint. 
But the monarch, fearing that these emotions would be too 
nrach for her, told me that he had something for my private 
car till dinner, and took me into an adjoining closet. 

There seating, and t.iking me affectionately by the hand, 
I will now tell yon, ray unole, says be, how I came by this 
inestimable treasure of your niece. 

I had fitted out a royal ship of my own, not as a corsair, 
but rather for trade in the Mediten-anean. On their return 
from the coast of Egypt, as they passed, after a violent hur- 
ricane, within sight of old Carthage, my people perceived at 
a distance a sloop stranded on a shoal of sand about a league 
from the shore. Immediately they sent out a boat, and took 
the distressed company in, consisting of my charmer, two 
female companions, and three servants ia livery, besides the 
boatmen. 

The intendanta of my ship behaved themselves n-ith all 
possible respect towards the young lady and her attendants ; 
and endeavoured to quiet her terrors by assuring her that 
she was free, and that tbeir prince was a person of too much 
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htmoor aod liiimuiit;^ to derive any advantage frora ihff 
disaatera of the nnfortoDate. 

The momeat that they brought her before me, pale^l 
trembling, aod in tears ; while she dropped on her knee%i 
and lifted to me her fine eyes in a petitioning manner; the 
gat«a of my soul opened to the s-^eetly affecting image, and 
ever after cloaed, of their own accord, npon it. 

Ah I I cried ; heavenly creature, calm, calm your caoselen 
fears 1 I swear by our prophet, and the God of our prophel 
that I would rather safibr the gannch than put the Bmallesfe 
constraint on your person or inclinations. Tou are 
madam ; you ehall ever be free, save so far as I may bind 
you by my tender offices and affections. 

I raised her, and she grew something better assared} 
when, bendbg a knee in my turn, I idssed her robe &dA 
cried — Look not upon me as your tyrant, look not on me at 
your lover; but look upon me as your friend — the tenderest 
and truest of friends — who shall ever be ready to sacrifice his 
own happiness to yours. 

From that time I studied every amusement, every diyer* 
sioD, that might serve to dissipate the timid shrinkings of her 
remaining apprehensions ; while I conducted myself towards 
her with a distant though fond respect, not even presuming 
to touch her ivory hand. 

In the mean time my soul sickened, and grew cold to all 
other women. If you were ever in love, my dear D'Aubigny, 
you know that it is a chaste as well as a tender passion, X 
languished indeed for her — I longed and languished to death J 
but then it was rather for her heart than her person that E 
languished. 

One day, as she heaved a heavy but half-suppressed ugh— 
Ah, ray angel I I cried; I can have no joy but yours, aai 
yet you have griefe to which yon keep your friend — ^yoop 
Abenamin — a stranger. — ^True, my lord, says she, teai's treafc 
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iiig from her ; all your bountica have aat heen able to silence 
the calls of kindred or claims of nature within mo. Ah, my 
parents I my dear parents I I feel more for you than I ieel 
even for myself, in being torn from you. 

The weight of her affliction fell like a mountiun on my 
Bonl, and crushed me to her feet. You would leave me then, 
EJoisa — you wish to leave me ; but your generosity delays 
to tell me ao, for fear of breaking my heart. Well, be it so 
—go irora me — you know I cannot sui'vive you; but my 
death ia of no consequence, my Eloisa shall be happy. I 
will go this instant, I will despatch my swiftest galley to 
Languedoc, I will write word to your parents that you are 
safe, that you are beloved, and yet pure and untouched, since 
respected as a deity. I will iuvite them to come and take 
possession of my treasures, my dominions, my heart; but, 
should they reject my suit, I again swear by Allah to send 
you to them laden with wealth, thoogh I myself should drop 
dead at the instant of your departure I 

The noble Roul of my Eloiaa became instantly affected. 
She caught a hand between both of hers, and, bathing it with 
tears, cried — 0, now indeed you have bound me by chains 
infinitely stronger than all the shackles that fasten the slaves 
to the galleys of Africa, 

I kept firm to my engagement, and in a few weeks my 
winged messengers returned. But, the tidings, the very 
doleful tidings, for my beloved 1 They brought word that 
they found no creature save two ancient domestics in the 
great hotel, aa two ravens in the midst of a lonely forest. 

I'rora these they learned that my Eloisa'a mother and little 
brother wore dead ; that her grandmother was dead ; her 
aunt the marchioness alao dead ; and that the marquis Lad 
retired they knew not whither. 

She wept incessantly, and I wept with her. At length she 
Boflly said — You have conquered, my lord, you have con- 
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^^M qnered ; I am subdued hy your wcigl 

^^B yoM could but confoi-ni to one article i 

^^M united as one heart, and one soul, and i 

^^M It was now, for the first time, tlia 

^^M hand; I crushed it to my lips, and 

^^1 What would you enjoin, I cried? — 

^^B dare any thing, to be united to my 

^^H death, body to body, and dnat to dm 

^^B sundered till her spirit should make t 

^^M hereafter t 

^^M Ah ! she suddenly exclaimed, that 

^^^ eagerly desire. Let the Ood of my 

^^H your heart ; let the God of my spiri 

^^M spirit ; so shall we be imitcd in him, 

^^M his blessedness through eternity. 

^P Ah I I cried ; can I forego the divii 



qnered ; I am subdued by your weight of affliction. O that 
you could but confomi to one article more, that we might 
united as one heart, and one soul, and one sentiment, for ever I' 

It was now, for the first time, that I dared to seize hefl 
hand; I crushed it to my lips, and thrust it to my soul. 
What would you enjoin, I cried ? — ^I would do any things 
dare any thing, to be united to my Eloisa ? in life and iQ 
death, body to body, and dust to dust, never — never to "bii 
sundered till her spirit should make the heaven of my spiijl 
hereafter 

Ah ! she suddenly exclaimed, that is the very thing I 
eagerly desire. Let the God of my heart be the God of 
your heart ; let the God of my spirit be the God of yOMf 
Spirit ; so shall we be imitcd in him, and jointly partake 
his blessedness through eternity. 

Ah 1 I cried ; can I forego the divine precepts of onr prd 
phot ? — Your prophet, says she, preaches only to the ejS 
and the ear, and that is all that he does or can pretend to: 
but CnaiST, my prophet, preaches in the heart to the afleo 
tions. From him is every good motion, divine or hnmaa 
He is the nuknowB God of your spirit, my master, mj 
Abenamin ; and you feel liis precious power while you 
avow his name. 

I was puzzled —I was silenced. I bout a kec in reverence, 
kissed her hand, and withdrew. 

I sent for the ehief of the Christian missionaries through- 
ont the city and country. I consulted each of them & 
private, but received no satisfaction from them. They al 
appeared eqnally ze.oioua for my reformation, but attemptec 
it by different, and even by opposite, arguments. 

Some would have persuaded me to be a Christian by shGw> 
ing the absurdity of every religion that was not Christian; 
Others affirmed that my eternal salvation depended on my 
conformity to certain external rules and penances. Wliils 
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the greatest number inveighed against the Chiistians of 
every other denomination; and would have thrust me wholly 
from Christ, if I did not consent to receive him within their 
stinted pale. 

I knew not what to do; I was put to a stand, and quite 
confounded by this multiplicity of conflicting opinions. At 
length a countryman of my own came to me from the desei-t. 
He had been a great sinner, but was converted by the sense 
of his sins ; and he was revered and resorted to by ail the 
&icndlesa and afflicted. 

I opened my soul to him, with all its doubts and difficul- 
ties. My friend in Christ, said he, with a gentle and still 
voice, they have been leading you all astray, quite away from 
the haven that stretches forth its arms for the reception of 
long-toiled mariners, whom storms have at length compelled 
to seek a final port. 

The God of your creation can alone be your redemption ; 
the God of your nature can alone be the salvation of the 
nature that he imparted. But who shall convince you of 
this ? Not all the angels in heaven, nor all the doctors upon 
earth, till the Christ of your heart shall he pleased to con- 
vince you that you are, as indeed you are (however mighty 
a monarcb),apoor, frail, erring, vile, and despicable creature j 
subjected to innumerable lapses and infirmities, sickness, 
passions, and crosses, griefs, agonies, and death. When this 
is effectually done, the whole of the business is done. Tou 
will call for and catch at a Saviour, in the sensibility of your- 
want of him. When you come thus laden with your sins to 
him, he will in nowise cast you out. But he will take you, 
as Noah took the wearied dove into the ark — he will take 
you ^vitbin the veil of his own temple of rest ; and all sects, 
forms, and ceremonies, will be as the outward courts, with 
which yon. shaU have no manner of commerce or cou- 
cern. 
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lij heart fi^It the vreigbt anil llic fulness of convictioa. I 
took him to my hrm» and requested mstant baptism, llj 
£loiaa was called ; we locked ourselves in ; aad I was vaslied 
by water and fiulh into Christ, while my kneeling angel wepk 
s Btream of delight beside mc. 

It is siud that possession cloys. But I esperieaeed, my 
dear D'Anbigny, that love never cloys. Every day with my 
£lcasa seemed to triumph, in heartfelt happiness, over my 
first bridal day. But O ! what was the joy, the exsltatioo 
of my fond heart, when she gave me to be the iatber of b 
little daughter of paradise 1 

One day, while we were toying and footing with tbfl 
smiling inliiot, and throwing her, as she crowed, from ths 
one to the other — Ah, my huaband ! cried Eloisa, how poor 
I was lately ; no parents, no kindred, nothing but my AbenaF- 
min upon the whole earth I and now God has been pleased 
to make my afflictions to laugh, and to give tltis babe for a 
further band, a precious link of love between us. 

He was just iu this part of his narration when the mudff 
sounded to the banquet. We instantly rose and joined ouc 
Eloisa. 

When the collation was removed— Madam, said I to tho 
empress, have you ever heard of a relation of yours, chiisU 
ened by the name of Fanny Goodail, and lately Countess of 
Maitland? — I have, said she, often htard my fond &thee 
speak of her with filling eyes. — She is in this city, madam. 
.She is no longer Countess of Maitland. She ia now doubly 
your relation, you aunt as well as your cousin ; and goes by 
the title of the Marchioness D'Aubigny. With the good' 
leave of my lord here, I will brmg her to you directly. 

I went to the palace appointed for ray residence : I thera 
gave my Fanny a few heads of the story of our Eloisa, 
took her hastily to the presence. 

The ladies looked at each other in long and silent admirfc 
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tiOu. Then opening their arms, and rushing together, they 
continued some minutes locked in mutual embrace. 

Madam, aaid the emperor, Bmiliog, I think I ought to be 
allowed the same liberties with my aunt that your huBband 
took with his niece. Whereon he welcomed and caresaed 
her with an afifeclionate fervour. 

O 1 exclaimed the royal fair, how very poor, and how very 
rich onr God can suddenly make ns ! But then, lord of my 
life, to think of paiting — of parting with these dear friends 
again, perhaps never to see them more — that's what sinka 
and wrings my heart in the very midst of exultation, 

Tliat, ray love, said the emperor, is the very important 
article on which I wish to consult with you and our fi'ienda 
here, our dear kindred in Christ, But I must first shew 
them their young relation, my little enchantress, my precious 
pearl, my eye-delighting Ab en aide. 

He then stepped forth, and, afler a while, led in a grace- 
fully moving ci'eature, but veiled from the head to the waist. 
Throw np your veil, my iove, says he ; here are none but 
your fiiends, your very dear relations — your lovely aunt, 
and your uncle, the Marqius and Marchioness D'Aubigny. 

She did as she'was ordered ; and instantly broke upon my 
sight, like a new glory arisen upon mid-day. 

My Fanny seized upon her, as desirous of devouring her. 
And I, in turn, took her to me with tearful eyes, as almost 
persuaded that I embraced the newly-revived person of my 
dearest sister Louisa; so perfect waa the resemblance in 
every grace and feature. 

Her royal father then gave a heck, and she instantly van- 
ished ; while her absence seemed to cast a shade throughout 
the room. 

The monarch then, deeply musing and heavily sighing, be- 
gati— I am now, my dearest friends, friends beloved above 
the world, and all that it contains — I am now to open to you 
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my inmost heart, and to reveal a purpose whereon I hare 
been rnniinating these many months, but could not hit on an 
expedient for biingiug it to pasa. How oppoilune has our 
Jssrs sent you to us on this occasion I 

I have but two children living ; my Abendde, and a son 
by a former woman of my seraglio. His name is Aben- 
oerrage ; he is a youth renowned in the field, but of a proud 
and impetuous demeanour. Ho bail long conceived an 
illicit passion for his young and lovely sister. At lengtJi 
the fire broke forth, and he lately attempted to carry her 
away, 

I wonld have instantly put him to death, had I any other 
heir to succeed to my domiuiona. I therefore contented my- 
nelf with banishing him my court and my presence ; though 
I am seusibie that this has not availed for the extingnishing 
his horrid flame. 

Now, ray friends, should I die, or should this violent 
boy break into rebellion — for he is the favourite of the 
licentious soldiery — I tremble to think what would be- 
come of my bright-eyed dove within the talons of such a 
vnlture. 

This, together with my eager desire of quitting the king- 
dom of infidels, and of joining with the blessed society of 
Christian people, haa, after many struggles, determined me 
to abdicate my throne, as soon as I can amass and transmit 
a fund sufficient for supporting my Eloisa and myself, with 
becoming dignity, in her native country. 

Ah, my lord 1 I cried, clasping him passionately in my 
arms, regard not your treasures, delaynot a moment for that I 
Your Eloisa's relations, both by father and mother, are pos- 
sessed of princely fortunes, and they will be all freely at the 
disposal of your majesty. 

Ah, my D'Anbigny I said he, I am not yet so duly morti- 
fied a Christian as needlessly to elect a state of dependence, 
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or willingly to descend at once from the king to the beggar. 
I have, however, Leen preparing; I have ali'oady converted 
a large part of my effects into hills and jewels, of high 
value hut light portage, to the amount, as I think, of about 
forty miliioos of French money. This I will transmit by 
you; and, as aoon as I shall have compastied an equal sum, I 
will stay no longer in Africa; I will fly to your bosoms, my 
preciooB friends. 

In the mean time, this violent and unprincipled boy gives 
no rest to my apprehensions. It is therefore neoeasary that 
I commit my Ahenaide to your trust. It is necessary, I say, 
that I tear away my Choicest limb, the dearest part of my 
vitals! Support me, Christ, in the trial; but it must be 
gone through. 

This, however, must be done with all possible privacy. 
I am persuaded that my young villain has his spies in and 
about my palace. I shall therefore request my dear aunt 
to disguise my little girl in boy's apparel, and to blacken 
every part of her visible complejcion, that she may pass 
unnoticed, as your page, through the midsts of ray attend- 
ants . 

At length the time approached, and pressed for my de- 
parture ; but how to part was the question. All attendants 
were ordered to avoid the presence far away. Our meta- 
morphosed Ahenaide stood weeping beside us, while her 
father and mother cruslicd us sucoesaively to their bosoms. 
AH was passion, a gush of teara, but not a word was uttered 
on any part. 

Oh, my D'Aubigny ! cried the emperor at length, friend, 
brother of my heait, can you conceive what I feel at this in- 
stant? I regard not tho world, nor the things of the world. 
Omit such necessary accommodations as are common to ns 
with brutes ; and all belonging to the immortal and divine 
humanity of man, is magnetism, is fellowship, the feeling oi 
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of steel to adamant, and of adamant to steel. Tiicre U tlio 
fnendeliip, the endcarmeut, the love passing lore, and surpass-' 
ing all other enjoj-ment. If we meet again, mj- D'Aubigny, 
I shall anticipate my heaven. 

Agun he embraced his little angel ; and again he embraced ■ 
his queen, and besought her to be comforted. We then* 
took leave, as for the last ; and agiun they called nff back, 
and embraced and took leave again ; till, seeing no end, I 
suddenly broke away, harrying with ns onr Abenaide for 
fear of observation. 

I have little further to say, my brother. We anived safe 
at Paris, where we received your letter; and, impatient to 
make yon happy, I despatched my Fanny with her train and 
the princess before me ; enjoining them, however, not to 
reveal our secret till ray arrival. For, as I had charged my- 
self with the loss of your Eloisa, I deemed rayself best 
entitled to make you reparation in person. But I ought not 
to omit that, before I left Paris, I received a further remit- 
tance of a large sum from your son-in-law, so that we may 
Bpeedily look to have the royal pair in England, 

Soon after, a post-chaise whirled into the court, and Harry 
flying out, canght Clemeut and Arabella into his strict em- 
brace. He then hurried them in, where Mr. Clinton 
received, and caressed, and introduced them to the duke 
nnd duchess as persons of great merit, and his highly valued 
friends. He then presented to them his Abenaide, who 
saluted Clement., and embraced Arabella with an aSectionate 
familiarity. 

Oh, sir I cried our hero, kissing his uncle's hand, am I to 
be the last person in the world whom you will honour with 
a salute from your bewitching daughter ? — I ask your par- 
don, my lord, said Mr, Clinton solemnly ; allow me then, at 
length, to repair my omission, by presenting to yonr earlshiu 
ber htile highness Abenaide. 
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le duke and duoUesa and Meekly laughed ; but Harry 

fl not a whit tlie slower in laying liold of his advaotage. 

He kiased her forehead, her eyes, her cheeks ; and lastly 
dwelt upon her lips, as though he would have infused his 
soul between them. — Harry, Harry ! cried Mr. Clinton, I 
will never introduce you to my girl again, unless you pro- 
mise not to kiss so hard, and bring so much blood into her 
face. 

Just then a footman entered — My lord, says he to Harry, 
there are three carriages and several horsemen waiting with- 
out the gate. They inquire for one Master Fentou, who, 
they say, lives with the Earl of Moreland ; but I assured 
them there was no such person in the house. Oh, sir ! said 
HaiTy, these are our old friends the Fieldings, and out he 



As he approached the carriages, the company gave a shout 
of joy.— Why, sir, said Mr. Fielding, a servant denied you 
to us, and said that no one of the name of Fenton lived 
here.— Oh I says Harry, don't heed the blockhead, he is but 
a new-comer. 

He tlien opened the doors of the carriages, and handed 
and caressed them in turns, as they came out, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fielding, and Ned and his blooming bride. 

Mr, Clinton received them at the door, with the joy 
of his heart apparent in his countenance. He then intro- 
duced them to his most noble brother and sister, to his 
iriend Meekly, and lastly ho presented bis Abenaide to 
them, on whom they all gazed in mute and reverential 
astonishment. 

Harry then observing that his uncle had not equally pre- 
sented his daughter to Ned — Sir, said he, I apprehend tliat 
this is not quite fair ; I have already kissed the fair bride of 
my friend with all my heart, and it ia but honest that he 
ehonld be favoureil with a salute from mine in turn. 
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Harry then took Ned by the hand and presented him td 
his beloved. While Ned bent the knee, and, touching hd 
hand tremblingly, looked awfully to her face, and said — Yes, 
bride of Eden, lovely extract of every beauty I you alontl 
can reward, you alone can deserve him ; you alone are fitted! 
to be the mate of my incomparable lord and master, i 
patron and preserver ! So saying, he lightly touched his lipj 
to the polished hand. But t!ie praises of her Harry hatf 
gone with a pleasant trickling to the heart of Abenaide, 
and, gently raising Ned, she afibctionately saluted lum with! 
a glistening eye. 

Pray, sir, said Mr. Fielding whisperingly to Mr, Clinton, 
ia the Earl of Moreland in company ?— That is he, sir, points 
ing to Harry. — Oh, then, cried Fielding, he ia titled beloV 
hia merits ; it was fur an emperor that nature intended him I 

Dinner was then served. During the repast the Duke said 
— Let us not, my brother, keep oar Harry in pain ; why 
should we delay the happiness of children so very dear to 
ns ? With regard to your child's marriage to some mighty 
prince, as your son-in-law hinted, I think her more ennobled 
and more iltustrioua by her marriage with our hero here, 
who purchased her at his peril, than if she were mated to- 
the greatest potentate on earth. 

You must excuHO me, my noble brother, said Mr, Clinton; 
I will have no clandestine doings in this busmcss. My girl' 
shall he married in the feco and witnessing of thousands ; lest ' 
hereafter this young rogue should have the effrontery to 
deny her. What day of the week is this? Thursday, I' 
think ; let Monday se'nnight be the day. 

Harry rose, and pressed and kissed the hand of the duke 
with rapture, and then kissed the hand of his patron in* 
silent submission. 

In the mean time, all preparations were pushed into for^' 
warduess by Mr, Clinton. The many shops of the nan; • 



TEE FOOL OF QUALITT. 

towns within many milos around, were emptied of their 
boards and Bheeting, their knives and forks, etc. Himilreds 
of tables and forms were framed, bundreds of tents were 
erected. Proclamation was made in every village, and all 
people witbin ten miles were invited to the wedding. 

"When the day approached, one hundred oxen were slain, 
one hundred sheep, with fifty fat deer, etc. etc. The spits 
fried and the caldrons smoked over the fires of many a field. 

At length the auapicious morning rose; and Harry and his 
bride were already up and dressed in their respective apart- 
ments. 

The princess was habited, after the Persian fashion, in a 
vest of silver broeading, scalloped over a petticoat of the 
same fabric, that flowed in a train behind, A scarf of 
cerulean tint flew between her right shoulder and her left 
liip, being buttoned at each end by a rose of rubies ; her 
shining tresses of jetty black, bound together at ber neck 
beneath a huge amethyst, fell down in luxuriant ringlets, 
and shaded and revealed by turns the fine bend of her taper- 
ing waist ; a coronet of diamonds, through which there 
waved a white branch of the feathers of the ostrich, was 
inserted on the left decline of her lovely head ; and a stom- 
acher of inestimable bi-illianee rose beneath her dazzling 
bosom, and, by a fluctuating blaze of unremitted light, 
checked and turned the eye away from too presumptuous a 
gaze. 

Our hero coming forth, beheld her, as a pillar of light, just 
issuing from ber antechamber. He stepped back as she ad- 
vanced, and fixed his eyes upon her in mute astonishment ; 
then springing forward, he fell prostrate and kissed the hem 
of her robing. 

Arabella attended her royal friend, and Clement his noble 
pnpil, just as Longfield entered to give an account of his 
expedition. But he had scarce begun his detail, when oatch- 
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^^M ing the images of his loug-parted friends, he cried — Blciq 
^^M me, ray lord, Mrs. Clement, I think!— Yes, my Loagfield^ 
^^1 said Harry, and here too is your old and fust friend, Home 
^^m me\ CletneDt. Clement would not have known Longfield L 
^^M Ills present genteel plight ; but hearing his name, and recol- 
^^M Icctlog him at a glance, be flew and seized upon him with 
^^M strenuous embrace. Arabella then advanced to welcome 
^^^ her old preserver; but Longfield respectfully bowed 
^^^ shrunk back. 

^^M You shall not escape mo so, my dear Mr. Lougfield, a»j$ 

^^M sfae. I cannot forget what I owe you, even my life 
^^m reputation ; and I bless the Father of mercies, who has put 
^^M it in our power to pay part of our debt, and so saying ehs 
^^1 embraced him with freedom and cordiality. — Yes, my deaf. 
^^1 Longficld, cried Uammel, yours is the half of our fortunes, an4 
^^B more than the half of our hearts. — Your heart, ^r, said Long' 
^H^ field, will ever be most valuable ; but as to any thing addU 

tional, the bounty of my young master has rendered eS^ 

further fortune quite superfluoi 
Lougfield then beckoned his lord forth, that be might, 

(relate to bis eye, rather than to his ear, the success of his 
commission. They hastened to a long barn, -where he- 
shewed Harry two ranges of beautiful children, one of 
hundred chosen girls, another of a hundred chosen boys, all 
dressed in a clean and elegant uniform. Harry walked 
between the ranks, bis heart exulting in the sense of its own 
genial humanity. Then embracing his agent — Yes, dear 
Longfield, he cried, these shall be indeed my children ; and 
I will j>rove a true and affectionate father to them. But let ns 
hasten to bestow upon them a tender mother too, I trust. 

He flew back aa a glimpse of lightning, and seizing and 
half-devouring the hand of his bride — Will you pardon in^ 
my beloved, says he, some matters that happened before 
our onion? I have collected all the children I ever had, 
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before marriage. They wait for your inspectiou ; and I hope 
that you ■will not prove a hard Btepmother to them. — Yo'i 
are a rogue, saya she, archly emiling, aud giving him a pat on 
the cheek ; but come along, and, so saying, away they tripped. 

The princess walked, with a silent and musing attention, 
up and down the ranges. Her heart grew strongly effected, 
and, taking out her handkerchief, she wiped away the drop- 
ping tear. — And has my lord, saya she to Longfield, has he 
indeed taken upon him to he a father to all this pretty host 
of little ones? — He has, s'o please your highness, says Long- 
field, and has accordingly clothed and provided for them. — 
O, she cried, under the Father which is in heaven, he is the 
dearest fiither that ever was upon earth! So exclMming, 
she turned to Harry, and, hiding her face on hia shoulder, 
she pressed him to her heart. 

Ob their return, they perceived Mr, Clinton, the duke and 
duchess, all standing in the great foldiug-door ; and, flying 
up the marble steps, they both bent the knee, and received 
the joint blessings and successive oare.sses of their three 
exulting parents. 

Just then Harry spied Goodman Dobson and his dame 
coming diffidently but pufBngly up the avenue. Instantly he 
caught his angel by the hand, and hastened to meet them. 
He took them successively in his arms, and sainted them with ' 
warm affection, whDe with yearning hearts and bowels they 
wished hira joy upon joy. They then kneeled down on each 
side of the princess, kissing her hands and garments, and 
blessing her for bestowing such a heaven of beauty upon 
their Harry. But as soon as Hany told her that they were his 
fosterers, she raised and kissed them in turns, with her arms 
about their necks. Harry then gave them into the hands of 
his huntsman, with orders to take them to the larder. 

The multitude, before this, began to thicken apace. And 
the youth had got together in the great lawn, casting the 
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quoit and tbe sledge, and leaping over a cord that was raised 

Ibetwoeu tvro posts. 
My dearest Harry, cried the duke, I have heard things 
almost incredible of your prowess and action, but never saw 
nny sample save the mounting of your Bucephalas. Will 
you be 80 good to give me some instance of your excellencs 
ftmoug yonder young competitors, whom I suppose to he the 
most eminent that the ahire can exhibit? — ^Do, my Harry, 
said Mr. Clinton, utdulge my dearest brother on this oar day 
of jubilee. 

I Harry bowed, and ordered hia page to bring him hia 
qnarterstaff, and despatched another for a cord and two long 
poles. He then walked down the avenue, attended by tbe 
males and females of the whole family. 
As they approached the lawn, a youth of uncommon vigour 
had cleared the former cord, though raised to something 
tipward of five feet in height ; but all who attempted to fol- 
low either recoiled or pitched over, 

Harry then caused his two poles to be erected to an deva- 

tioQ of ten feet, with a cord reaching from top to top. The 

multitude came down in thousands to seo what they were 

about. When Harry, having cleared the contested cord, 

went backward from his lofty poles about the distance of 

"thirty paces ; then rushing forward, he advanced one end of 

his staff to the ground, and spiingbg, and raising, and rising 

^_ upon the opposite end, he pitched himself over the elevated 

^B string; while the multitude beheld him, as a new-risen 

^H-jAcenix, suspended and glittering in the air, and then alight- 

^B ing aa winged on the other side. 

The elements were rent by an univeraal shout, which fol 
lowed and nndulated after our company till they sheltered 
themselves within the hoose. 

The Fieldings then arrived with the Reverend Mr. Catha^ 
lines, who was appomted to join the noble pair. 
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After breakfast the carriages were ordered out, first, Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Meekly moved away in the former's coach 
and four to the church. The family of the Fieldings then 
followed in a coach and four. Kext went Clement and his 
Arabella in their post-chaise and pair. The duke and duchess 
then succeeded, in a sumptuous coach proudly drawn by six 
German greys, attended by a long retinue of French liveries, 
and the duchess's women in a coach and four. And last of 
all came our hero and his Abenaide, enthroned in her open 
chariot; her four spotted Arabians, restraining their im- 
patience, beat measures with their feet, scarce seeming to 
advance the pace of a tortoise. 

Harry's page closed the rear, mounted on his lord's 
charger, who stepped foaming behind the chariot ; and the 
long cavalcade nearly reached from the great hotel to the 
entrance of the town. 

The crowd, however, extended wide and fiir beyond the 
cavalcade. They bowed respectfully, and paid obeisance to 
Mr. Clinton, the duke, etc., as they passed ; but, as soon as 
they got a glimpse of the chariot of their young Phaeton, 
their acclamations became imremitted, and almost insuffer- 
able to the ear, like the shouts of a Persian army at the 
rising of the sun. 

Slowly as our Harry moved, the multitude strove to retard 
him, by throwing themselves in his way, that they might 
satiate their eyes and souls with the fulness of the sight. 
Bended knees and lifted hands, prayers, blessings, and 
exclamations, were heard and seen on all sides ; and all the 
way as they went, hundreds upon hundreds shouted forth 
tbe hymeneal of the young and happy pair. 
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